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Libatius	BorageSeverus	Snape	PotionsDark	charms/Spells	Hogwarts	N.E.W.T.	Textbook	"This	Book	is	the	Property	of	the	Half-Blood	Prince"	—	Severus	Snape's	signature	in	the	book[src]	A	personally-annotated	copy	of	Advanced	Potion-Making	belonged	to	Severus	Snape	while	he	attended	Hogwarts	School	of	Witchcraft	and	Wizardry.	Snape's
nickname	for	himself	was	the	"Half-Blood	Prince",	and	so	he	signed	this	nickname	along	the	bottom	of	the	back	cover	of	the	book.	Advanced	Potion-Making	is	a	Potions	textbook	used	by	Hogwarts	for	N.E.W.T	level	Potions	classes	and	authored	by	Libatius	Borage.	It	contains	a	variety	of	recipes	for	various	potions,	many	of	which	Snape	improved	by
means	of	amending	procedures	and	scribbling	notes	in	the	margins.	History	Under	Severus	Snape's	possession	The	first	known	owner	of	this	copy	of	Advanced	Potion-Making	was	Severus	Snape,	the	future	Potions	Master	of	Hogwarts,	when	he	was	still	attending	as	a	student.	Not	being	well	off,	the	book	was	second-hand;	nothing	is	known	of	its
original	owner.	A	teenage	Severus	Snape	When	Snape	attended	Hogwarts	as	a	student,	he	had	acquired	this	textbook	for	N.E.W.T.-level	Potions	with	Horace	Slughorn	and	then	signed	it	with	his	own	self-proclaimed	nickname	and	signature,	the	"Half-Blood	Prince".	Snape,	being	a	talented	potioneer	even	at	a	young	age,	had	made	alterations	to	the
many	recipes	within	the	book	for	even	better	effects.	He	also	made	notes	in	the	margins	of	several	spells	that	he	had	invented	himself,	including	Sectumsempra,	Levicorpus,	Langlock,	and	Muffliato.	When	Severus	left	Hogwarts,	he	fell	in	league	with	the	Death	Eaters,	though	he	never	lost	his	old	copy	of	Advanced	Potion-Making.	When	he	eventually
returned	to	Hogwarts	to	work	as	Potions	Master,	he	kept	this	copy	of	Advanced	Potion-Making	in	a	cupboard	in	his	classroom	(perhaps	to	use	its	annotations	for	his	own	teaching,	as	it	was	obviously	not	meant	to	be	used	by	students).	When	he	changed	teaching	positions	and	Horace	Slughorn	gained	the	classroom,	he	left	the	book	there.	Under	Harry
Potter's	possession	"On	the	other	hand,	the	Prince	had	proved	a	much	more	effective	teacher	than	Snape	so	far..."	—	Harry's	thoughts	towards	the	Half-Blood	Prince,	ironically	unaware	that	it	was	actually	Severus	Snape	himself[src]	Harry	Potter	brewing	a	potion	with	the	aid	of	the	Half-Blood	Prince's	book	About	twenty	or	so	years	later,	Harry	Potter
took	a	N.E.W.T.	Potions	class	under	the	newly	reinstated	Slughorn.	Harry	had	not	bought	his	own	textbook	prior	to	arriving	at	Hogwarts,	as	he	believed	that	he	failed	to	qualify	for	advancement;	Snape	had	stated	that	he	would	only	accept	students	who	had	received	'Outstanding'	in	their	O.W.L.s,	but	Slughorn	was	quite	content	with	the	'Exceeds
Expectations'	that	Harry	had	received.[1]	As	such,	Slughorn	loaned	one	of	the	older	books	left	behind	by	previous	students.	Harry,	by	chance,	received	this	book.	While	initially	annoyed	by	the	scribbles	that	made	it	difficult	to	read	the	original	instructions,	when	Harry	tried	Snape's	methods,	he	achieved	better	results	than	even	Hermione	Granger.
When	Harry	got	a	new	book	from	Flourish	and	Blotts,	he	then	swapped	the	front	covers	and	gave	Slughorn	the	new	one	with	a	combination	of	the	Severing	and	Mending	Charms,	while	keeping	this	one	for	himself,	much	to	Hermione's	displeasure.[2]	For	the	rest	of	his	sixth	year	at	Hogwarts,	Harry	became	better	at	potions	than	he	had	ever	been	in
his	time	with	Severus	Snape	and	even	managed	to	save	Ronald	Weasley's	life	with	a	bezoar	when	the	latter	had	been	poisoned.[3]	This	book	also	helped	Harry	to	win	a	bottle	of	Felix	Felicis	during	his	first	class,	which	later	proved	essential	in	helping	him	acquire	a	memory	from	Slughorn	about	Tom	Riddle	and	Horcruxes.	Harry	also	read	through	the
notes	within	out	of	sheer	interest,	and	his	friends	suggested	that	he	went	as	far	as	to	sleep	with	it.	Over	the	course	of	the	year,	Harry	began	trying	the	Half-Blood	Prince's	self-invented	spells	written	in	the	textbook.	However,	when	he	used	Sectumsempra	on	Draco	Malfoy,	he	was	unaware	of	its	effects	and	Malfoy	was	critically	injured.	Nevertheless,
Harry	was	shocked	when	he	saw	the	deadliness	of	the	curse.[4]	Harry	reading	the	Half-Blood	Prince's	copy	of	Advanced	Potion-Making	in	the	Gryffindor	common	room	When	Madam	Pince	saw	the	book	with	its	graffiti-covered	pages,	she	flew	into	a	rage,	despite	Harry	insisting	that	it	was	not	the	library's.	She	clawed	the	air	for	it,	and	throwing	angry
claims	at	Harry	for	defiling	a	book	with	writing.[5]	"Do	you	know	what	I	think,	Potter?	I	think	that	you	are	a	liar	and	a	cheat	and	that	you	deserve	detention	with	me	every	Saturday	until	the	end	of	term.	What	do	you	think,	Potter?"	—	Snape	confronts	Harry's	usage	of	the	book.[src]	During	one	of	Professor	Slughorn's	Slug	Club	parties,	Snape	was	told
of	Harry's	sudden	improvement	in	the	art	of	potion-making.	Snape	then	suspected	that	his	old	textbook	may	have	fallen	into	Harry's	hands.	When	Harry	used	Sectumsempra	on	Draco,	Snape	was	able	to	confirm	his	suspicions,	but	was	unable	to	get	his	hands	on	the	book,	as	Harry	had	stashed	the	book	inside	the	Room	of	Requirement	and	used	Ron's
book	as	a	decoy.	As	a	result,	Snape	(correctly)	accused	Harry	of	being	a	liar	and	cheater,	and	punished	him	with	a	multitude	of	detentions	for	injuring	Malfoy	and	cheating	in	potions.	Despite	knowing	Harry's	source	for	the	curse,	Snape	chose	not	to	outright	turn	Harry	in	for	a	harsher	punishment,	as	he	feared	it	would	connect	himself	to	being	the
inventor	of	the	curse.	Using	this	curse	greatly	shocked	Harry,	as	he	did	not	expect	the	Prince	would	have	added	something	so	vicious	into	the	notes,	and	even	reprimanded	the	Prince	within	his	own	mind	of	doing	so;	nevertheless,	he	intended	on	retrieving	the	book	if	he	had	a	chance	to.	As	a	result	of	hiding	the	book	from	Snape,	Harry's	potions	grade
declined	sharply	from	thereon,	though	Slughorn	attributed	this	to	Harry's	newfound	love	with	Ginny	Weasley.[4]	Harry	hiding	the	book	would	later	prove	to	be	a	fortuitous	move	as	he	inadvertently	discovered	Ravenclaw's	Diadem	while	doing	so	which	was	one	of	Lord	Voldemort's	Horcruxes.	After	learning	the	story	behind	the	diadem's	theft	from	the
Grey	Lady,	Harry	realised	that	he	had	seen	the	diadem	while	hiding	his	old	potions	book	which	proved	to	be	crucial	in	that	Horcrux's	eventual	destruction.[6]	Hermione	Granger	resented	the	book,	for	it	did	not	follow	the	"official	instructions."	She	did	some	research	on	possible	candidates	for	the	Prince's	identity,	but	the	only	information	she	found
pertained	to	Eileen	Prince,	although	Harry	remained	certain	that	the	writer	was	male.	Later,	Snape	revealed	that	he	was	the	Half-Blood	Prince,	and	that	he	owned	the	book	before.	This	came	as	a	major	shock	to	Harry,	when	he	learned	that	the	Half-Blood	Prince,	who	had	taught	him	so	much	over	the	year,	happened	to	be	the	person	he	hated	the	most
(especially	after	Snape	killed	Albus	Dumbledore).[7]	Ginny	Weasley	was	also	displeased	when	she	heard	Harry	was	following	instructions	from	an	unknown	individual's	book,	as	she	had	personally	experienced.	It	is	unknown	if	Harry	removed	the	book	from	the	Room	of	Requirement	after	hiding	it	there,	but	if	not,	then	it	was	most	likely	destroyed
when	Vincent	Crabbe	released	Fiendfyre	in	the	room	during	the	Battle	of	Hogwarts.[6]	Altered	Potion	formula	The	Half-Blood	Prince's	many	annotations	and	corrections	Invented	Spells	Behind	the	scenes	The	book	as	seen	in	Harry	Potter:	Wizards	Unite	In	the	film	adaptation	of	Harry	Potter	and	the	Half-Blood	Prince:	The	only	spell	amongst	those
noted	within	the	book	to	appear	was	Sectumsempra.	Harry	and	Ron	saw	the	battered	book	and	a	better	condition	one	in	the	classroom	cupboard	and	they	fought	over	the	better	one,	with	Ron	winning	it,	leaving	Harry	with	the	Half-Blood	Prince's	old	copy.	After	Harry	inflicted	Sectumsempra	on	Malfoy	and	fled,	he	had	Ginny	Weasley	hide	the	book	for
him	within	the	Room	of	Requirement,	so	he	would	not	be	tempted	into	looking	for	it	again.	Levicorpus	appears	in	the	film	of	Harry	Potter	and	the	Order	of	the	Phoenix	during	one	of	the	D.A.	meetings,	used	on	Nigel	Wolpert	-	nearly	a	year	before	any	of	the	DA	leaders	should	have	known	about	it.	Its	incantation	was	also	wrongly	spoken	aloud.	The	film
prop	used	for	this	book	appears	to	have	its	text	comprised	of	excerpts	taken	from	the	Wikipedia	article	on	alchemy,	as	can	be	seen	on	this	revision	of	the	page	from	around	the	time	of	the	film's	release.	The	book	can	be	compared	to	T.	M.	Riddle's	Diary.	Both	were	used	by	their	respective	owners	as	an	outlet	to	use	Dark	Magic:	Tom	Riddle	used	his
diary	to	create	his	first	Horcrux,	while	Snape	used	his	textbook	to	create	original	magic.	This	further	highlights	the	personal	similarities	between	Riddle	and	Snape.	Ginny	Weasley	was	vocal	when	she	learned	of	Harry's	inclination	to	obey	this	textbook's	extra	instructions,	as	she	herself	experienced	negatively	from	Riddle's	diary.	Appearances	Notes
and	references	Lined	journal	with	a	replica	of	"Advanced	Potion	Making"	textbook	cover	designed	by	MinaLima	for	the	Harry	Potter™	films.	The	beautifully	detailed	cover	is	printed	on	thick	cardboard	with	silver	foil	edging	around	the	pages	and	includes	a	sewn-in	black	ribbon	bookmark.	Approx.	200	lined	pages	Silver-tone	foil	accent	edging	Offset
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