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Planning	Permission	for	Shipping	Containers:	A	Crucial	Consideration	Do	you	need	planning	permission	for	a	shipping	container?	The	answer	depends	on	various	factors,	such	as	intended	use,	location,	and	duration.	When	it	comes	to	residential	areas,	permanent	structures,	change	of	use,	protected	areas,	temporary	uses,	and	commercial	land,	the
rules	vary.	In	general,	if	the	container	changes	the	primary	use	of	the	land	or	is	placed	in	a	conservation	area	near	a	listed	building,	approval	is	usually	required.	However,	for	temporary	storage	during	renovations	or	building	projects,	permission	may	not	be	needed,	especially	if	the	local	authorities	permit	such	structures	without	planning	approval
within	a	set	timeframe.	Shipping	containers	used	as	storage	on	construction	sites	or	industrial	areas	typically	do	not	require	planning	permission.	On	the	other	hand,	failing	to	obtain	necessary	permits	can	result	in	severe	consequences,	including	enforcement	notices,	fines,	and	forced	removal.	To	determine	whether	you	need	planning	permission,	it's
essential	to	consult	with	your	local	council.	They	will	guide	you	through	the	process	and	provide	the	necessary	forms.	The	application	typically	includes	details	about	the	container's	size,	location,	and	intended	use.	Approval	can	take	several	weeks,	so	it's	crucial	to	plan	ahead	in	case	additional	information	is	required.	At	THS	Containers,	we
understand	that	planning	permission	for	shipping	containers	depends	on	various	factors.	We	recommend	consulting	your	local	planning	authority	to	ensure	compliance	with	regulations.	For	expert	advice,	THS	Containers	is	here	to	help	you	find	the	right	solution	for	your	needs.	Shipping	containers	can	be	modified	to	fit	various	spaces,	including	small
areas	in	gardens,	as	Containers	Direct	offers	sizes	as	small	as	5ft	and	narrow	shipping	containers	that	can	be	made	to	any	required	length.	The	most	popular	size	for	residential	gardens	is	10ft	x	8ft,	commonly	used	as	a	garden	shed,	due	to	metal	containers	being	more	secure	and	long-lasting	than	timber.	These	containers	can	be	purchased	new	or
second-hand,	cut	down	from	larger	ISO	shipping	containers.	For	smaller	budgets,	repainting	the	container	with	a	dark	green	shade	can	improve	its	aesthetic	appeal,	helping	it	blend	in	with	the	surroundings.	Containers	Direct	offers	a	free	repaint	on	all	containers	under	20ft.	Flat-pack	containers	are	designed	for	easier	delivery	and	installation,
making	them	suitable	for	back	gardens	without	adequate	access	for	large	lorries	and	cranes.	These	compact	containers	often	don't	require	planning	permission	and	can	be	easily	relocated.	They	offer	a	low-cost,	quick	build	compared	to	traditional	bricks	and	mortar.	The	company	also	provides	bespoke	builds,	including	double	or	triple	garages,	for
those	with	sufficient	space	on	their	property.	Wood	cladding	is	a	popular	optional	extra,	adding	an	aesthetically	pleasing	finish.	Shipping	containers	are	increasingly	used	for	static	storage,	but	their	location	and	surrounding	area	may	require	planning	permission.	It's	essential	to	consult	with	local	authorities	before	setting	up	a	self-storage	facility
using	shipping	containers.	Consulting	with	the	Storeganise	Team	can	help	ensure	compliance	with	regulations	and	permissions	required	for	your	specific	location.	compliance	with	all	relevant	rules	and	regulations	is	essential	to	ensure	the	smooth	operation	of	your	storage	container	business.	This	includes	adhering	to	applicable	regulations	that	may
prevent	potential	legal	issues	in	the	future.	In	many	cases,	obtaining	planning	permission	is	required,	especially	if	you	plan	to	operate	it	permanently.	This	is	because	storage	container	businesses	often	involve	the	placement	of	containers	on	a	piece	of	land	or	within	a	designated	area.	Local	planning	authorities	typically	have	guidelines	and	zoning
regulations	that	govern	land	use	and	commercial	activities.	There	are	four	main	factors	that	may	determine	if	you	need	planning	permission	for	a	storage	container	business:	1.	Zoning	and	land	use	regulations:	It's	essential	to	check	if	your	intended	location	permits	this	business	activity.	2.	Duration	and	scale	of	operation:	Temporary	or	short-term
storage	container	businesses	may	have	different	requirements	than	permanent	ones.	3.	Visual	impact	and	aesthetics:	Planning	authorities	often	consider	the	visual	effects	of	storage	containers	on	the	surrounding	environment.	4.	Environmental	considerations:	Depending	on	your	location,	there	may	be	environmental	regulations	to	address	issues	such
as	drainage,	waste	management,	and	potential	pollution	risks	associated	with	the	storage	containers.	To	successfully	navigate	the	planning	permission	process,	it's	advisable	to	consult	local	planning	authorities	or	engage	the	services	of	a	professional	with	expertise	in	land	use	and	commercial	regulations.	They	can	guide	you	through	the	specific
requirements	and	help	you	prepare	the	necessary	applications	for	permits.	A	storage	container	business	can	thrive	as	a	recession-proof	venture	that	caters	to	the	needs	of	residents,	making	it	a	trustworthy	option	for	storing	personal	belongings.	Research	and	collaboration	with	respected	businesses	are	crucial	for	its	success.	Setting	up	a	self-storage
business	requires	significant	initial	investments,	including	purchasing	or	renting	property,	materials,	and	containers.	The	average	cost	to	launch	such	a	business	is	estimated	at	$2	million,	according	to	Projection	Hub.	This	includes	expenses	for	website	creation	and	marketing	tools	like	brochures,	online	ads,	local	media	ads,	and	more.	When
establishing	a	shipping	container	storage	facility,	it's	essential	to	navigate	the	planning	permission	process,	as	non-compliance	can	result	in	fines	and	legal	action.	Always	contact	your	local	authority	to	determine	whether	the	proposed	plans	fall	under	permitted	development,	taking	into	consideration	whether	they	apply	to	permanent	or	temporary
structures.	For	self-storage	companies,	Storeganise	offers	a	comprehensive	solution	to	automate	operations	with	contactless	bookings,	streamlining	processes.	Our	software	integrations	benefit	businesses,	allowing	for	efficient	management	of	aspects	such	as	deliveries,	collections,	inventory,	and	automated	billings.	Our	team	consists	of	experts	in
planning	and	architecture,	providing	guidance	on	the	use	of	shipping	containers	in	various	applications.	Whether	you	need	planning	permission	or	simply	require	advice,	we're	here	to	help.	Shipping	containers	are	often	used	on	project	sites	and	for	various	other	purposes,	which	is	why	the	process	of	obtaining	planning	permission	applications	and
building	regulations	approvals	can	be	viewed	on	a	case-by-case	basis.	It's	advisable	to	check	with	your	local	council	in	advance,	regardless	of	how	confident	you	are	that	your	intended	use	negates	the	need	for	planning	permission.	Additional	rules	and	restrictions	may	apply	depending	on	the	container's	location,	such	as	conservation	areas	or	natural
beauty	spots,	which	might	have	stricter	planning	rules	in	place.	Even	if	you	don't	require	planning	permission,	it	is	still	essential	to	inform	your	local	planning	authority	of	your	plans.	This	will	ensure	that	there	are	no	issues	with	your	proposed	use	of	the	container	and	that	it	meets	all	relevant	regulations.	It's	best	to	consult	with	your	local	planning
authority	to	determine	if	planning	permission	is	necessary	for	your	specific	situation.	This	was	posted	in	Bdaily's	Members'	News	section	by	iCONQUER	Ltd	on	July	4,	2024.	Many	people	wonder	whether	shipping	containers	require	planning	permission.	The	answer	can	vary	depending	on	the	council's	rules	and	regulations.	To	get	advice,	it's
recommended	to	speak	with	your	local	planning	department.	Planning	consent	is	formal	permission	from	a	local	authority	for	building	or	development	alterations.	You	can	find	more	information	on	the	Government	website.	When	requesting	planning	consent,	consider	factors	such	as	areas	of	outstanding	natural	beauty,	conservation	areas,	quantity	of
containers,	sizes	and	types	of	shipping	container,	change	of	use,	benefits	to	the	community,	duration	of	usage,	and	whether	it's	temporary	or	permanent.	Inform	your	local	authority	that	a	shipping	container	is	temporary	and	can	be	moved	at	any	time	with	specialist	equipment.	Some	councils	may	not	require	planning	permission	based	on	this
information,	but	others	might.	The	local	authority's	decision	is	final,	although	you	can	appeal	if	you	feel	there	are	circumstances	they	haven't	considered.	To	initiate	the	process,	contact	your	local	authority	and	ask	for	the	"planning	department."	They	will	advise	you	on	whether	planning	consent	is	required	and	guide	you	through	the	application
process.	Keep	in	mind	that	planning	permission	may	take	several	weeks	to	obtain,	and	different	areas	have	varying	processing	times	depending	on	case	volume.	Be	prepared	with	as	much	detail	as	possible	when	applying,	especially	considering	how	it	might	affect	the	local	community.	Shipping	Container	Regulations	Vary	by	Jurisdiction	and	Property
Type	If	fines	remain	unpaid,	the	municipality	can	place	a	liin	on	your	propertee,	complicating	a	sale	or	refinance.	In	a	worst-case	scenarioe,	the	goverment	can	get	a	court	order	to	have	the	contiener	forcibly	removved	at	your	expense.	Some	jurisdictiones	also	chargue	a	penality	fee	equal	to	doublle	the	original	permit	cost.	The	use	of	shipping
contieners	on	private	land	has	grown,	raising	questiones	about	the	need	for	officail	permission.	Whether	a	permit	is	requird	depends	on	local	goverment	rules,	which	vary	based	on	your	locaiton	and	plans	for	the	contiener.	The	proces	is	governed	by	zoning	ordinaces,	building	codes,	and	somtimes	privet	aggreements.	Key	Factorres	Influencing	Permit
Needs	Whether	you	need	a	permit	dependes	on	severel	factorres	specific	to	your	propertee	and	projecte.	The	primary	consideartions	includ	your	propertees	zoning	district,	how	you	intende	to	use	the	contiener,	how	long	it	will	be	on-site,	and	any	modifiations	you	plan	to	make.	Zoning:	Local	goverment	divid	land	into	zones,	such	as	residential,
commercial,	or	agriculturall,	each	with	its	own	set	of	rules.	A	contiener	ussed	for	simple	storagge	in	an	agriculturall	zone	might	facce	few	hurdels,	while	placig	that	same	contiener	in	a	residential	neighberhood	will	likley	require	spesific	permits.	Intended	Use:	Using	a	contiener	for	basic	storagge	is	viewed	differntly	than	converting	it	into	a	habitable
space.	If	you	plan	to	create	an	office,	workshop,	or	Accessory	Dwelling	Unit	(ADU),	it	will	be	clasified	as	a	structure	subject	to	building	codes	and	must	meet	standarads	for	insulation,	ventilation,	and	safitie.	Duration:	A	contiener	placd	temporarely	for	a	few	weekes	during	a	home	renovaition	project	is	often	treated	differntly	than	one	installed
permanantly.	Permanent	instllations	ushedually	require	a	foundation	and	are	subject	to	more	stringent	regulashuns.	Modifiations:	Any	modifiations,	such	as	adding	windowes,	doorz,	plumbing,	or	elektikal	wiring,	will	almost	ceratainly	requird	a	building	permit.	These	chanegs	officaily	turn	the	contiener	into	a	regulated	structure.	Even	if	you're
planning	to	use	the	space	solely	for	storage	purposes,	such	as	a	warehouse	or	container	yard,	you'll	still	need	to	provide	detailed	architectural	plans.	These	drawings	should	include	all	proposed	structural	changes,	like	new	windows	and	doors,	electrical	wiring,	and	plumbing	systems	that	comply	with	local	building	codes.	The	Permit	Submission	and
Review	Process	typically	involves	submitting	your	application	package	online,	by	mail,	or	in	person.	You'll	be	required	to	pay	a	permit	fee	at	the	time	of	submission,	which	can	range	from	under	one	hundred	dollars	to	several	hundred	depending	on	the	project's	complexity.	After	you	submit	your	plans,	a	plans	examiner	will	review	them	to	ensure	they
comply	with	all	applicable	zoning	ordinances	and	building	codes.	This	review	period	can	take	anywhere	from	a	few	weeks	to	a	couple	of	months.	It	is	not	uncommon	for	the	department	to	contact	you	with	additional	information	or	clarification	on	your	plans.	Once	your	plans	are	approved	and	the	permit	is	issued,	one	or	more	inspections	may	be
required	during	the	project.	For	example,	an	inspector	might	need	to	check	the	foundation	before	the	container	is	placed	or	conduct	a	final	inspection	after	all	work	is	complete	to	ensure	it	matches	the	approved	plans.	Hannah	Moule,	Founder	and	Director	of	The	Rural	Planning	Co,	addresses	a	frequently	asked	question	regarding	storage
containers...	Do	I	need	planning	permission	for	storage	containers?	Generally,	you'll	need	full	planning	consent.	Even	if	the	container	is	moveable	or	mobile,	using	it	on	agricultural	land	changes	the	use	of	the	land,	which	requires	approval.	There	are	a	few	scenarios	where	planning	might	not	be	required:	first,	if	you're	using	the	container	for	an
agricultural	purpose;	second,	if	the	use	is	temporary	and	lasts	less	than	28	days;	third,	if	you	already	have	permission	for	storage	in	that	area.	However,	most	common	scenarios	require	planning	permission	for	the	change	of	use.	Planning	consent	may	be	difficult	to	get	in	Greenbelt	areas	or	other	landscape	designated	zones.	Outside	these	areas,	it's
possible	to	achieve	planning	permission	depending	on	the	site.	If	you're	unsure	and	do	not	want	to	take	a	risk	with	your	neighbor,	seeking	advice	from	us	is	advisable.	Planning	Permission	for	Storage	Containers:	What	You	Need	to	Know	Looking	forward	to	seeing	everyone	at	the	meeting	tomorrow	and	discussing	our	strategies.	But,	if	it's	used	for	a
seasonal	worker,	we	have	to	remove	it	at	the	end	of	the	period	-	removed	isn't	defined.	Containers	are	under	different	laws,	like	'chattels'.	I	disagree	on	that	point,	as	we've	had	issues	with	the	council	over	several	things,	but	even	they	said	containers	are	fine	under	GPDO,	which	is	existing	legislation.	We	have	them	on	farms	in	several	counties	without
problems,	even	though	planners	don't	like	double	stacked	ones.	They	do	okay	as	field	shelters	or	yard	installations	-	no	issue	there.	We're	reading	through	all	this	and	grateful	for	advice,	even	if	it's	different	from	our	situation.	Mine	will	be	lying	on	concrete,	connected	to	each	other	and	a	pipe.	Each	one	is	20ft	by	9ft,	sited	15	meters	away	from	the
house	next	to	the	workshop.	Does	connecting	to	an	underground	pipe	change	anything?	Location	South	Wales	UK	Famous	for	rain	and	sheep.	We're	reading	through	all	this	and	grateful	for	advice,	even	if	it's	different	from	our	situation.	As	I	said,	mine	will	be	lying	on	concrete,	connected	to	each	other	and	a	pipe.	Each	container	is	20ft	by	9ft.	They'll
be	sited	15	meters	away	from	the	house	next	to	the	workshop.	Does	connecting	to	an	underground	pipe	make	any	difference?	It	shouldn't	as	you	can	still	move	them	once	disconnected	from	the	pipe.	Location	Romsey,	Hampshire.	We	may	be	talking	at	cross	purposes	because	there's	a	difference	between	using	containers	for	a	house	and	a	farm.	Also,
how	close	they	are	to	other	buildings	matters.	The	OP	was	asking	about	mixed-use	situations	like	workshops	and	houses.	I	don't	know	what	would	be	assessed	as	the	use	-	if	it's	let	out	to	a	third	party,	you	might	need	change	of	use	permission.	If	it's	self-used,	no	problem.	Reactions:	rob1	Location	West	/	North	Yorks	border	I	got	change	of	use	for	a
field	to	do	a	sporting	activity	,	would	a	container	need	pp	for	me	to	use	it	as	a	weather	shelter	?	My	local	council	say	it	must	be	mobile	&	if	I	applied	to	put	a	permanent	one	up	would	probably	be	refused	as	it	in	the	green	belt	.	Paint	it	green	and	hopefully	no	one	will	bother	you.	It	could	be	a	"livestock"	shelter?	I	got	change	of	use	for	a	field	to	do	a
sporting	activity	,	would	a	container	need	pp	for	me	to	use	it	as	a	weather	shelter	?	My	local	council	say	it	must	be	mobile	&	if	I	applied	to	put	a	permanent	one	up	would	probably	be	refused	as	it	in	the	green	belt	.	Yes	-	I've	just	asked	about	installing	a	container	in	a	field	in	green	belt	for	secure	machinery	&	tool	storage	and	received	a	reply	from	my
planning	authority	(Warwick	District),	which	says:	A	quick	glance	through	the	permitted	development	legislation	indicates	that	this	would	need	an	application	Planning	permission	requirements	for	shipping	containers	can	be	complex	and	vary	depending	on	the	location	and	intended	use.	In	general,	shipping	containers	are	considered	temporary
structures	and	should	be	exempt	from	planning	permission	requirements,	similar	to	caravans	and	mobile	homes.	However,	there	may	be	special	conditions	in	place	in	specific	areas,	such	as	natural	beauty	spots,	that	could	affect	this	exemption.	It's	essential	to	check	with	the	local	planning	office	before	ordering	a	shipping	container	to	determine	if
any	additional	permissions	or	restrictions	apply.	A	single	shipping	container	is	likely	to	be	viewed	differently	than	a	large	collection	of	containers	or	a	structure	built	from	multiple	containers.	If	you're	setting	up	a	commercial	operation	like	a	self-storage	facility,	planning	permission	will	probably	be	required.	The	same	applies	to	buildings	constructed
from	shipping	containers,	which	may	also	require	additional	permits	and	inspections.	For	smaller	businesses	or	individuals,	such	as	farmers	or	industrial	unit	owners,	using	a	single	container	for	storage	purposes	might	not	need	planning	permission	in	most	cases.	However,	if	you	plan	to	install	permanent	electrical	or	plumbing	systems	within	the
container,	this	could	alter	its	classification	as	a	temporary	structure	and	trigger	the	need	for	planning	approval.	The	ambiguity	surrounding	shipping	container	regulations	can	be	challenging,	and	it's	not	possible	to	provide	a	definitive	answer	without	considering	specific	circumstances.	Our	company	has	assisted	many	customers	in	obtaining
necessary	permits	and	approvals	for	their	shipping	containers,	and	we	offer	additional	services	that	may	help	facilitate	this	process.	Some	options	to	consider	when	trying	to	meet	planning	requirements	include:	*	Refurbished	Shipping	Containers:	We	can	repaint	used	containers	in	various	colors,	including	a	popular	dark	green	shade	that	helps	them
blend	into	their	surroundings.	This	is	a	cost-effective	way	to	ensure	your	container	looks	neat	and	tidy.	*	Cladded	Shipping	Containers:	Wooden	cladding	provides	a	smart	finish	ideal	for	sites	with	high	foot	traffic.	We	can	clad	any	of	our	containers	in	wood,	from	basic	storage	units	to	fully	equipped	offices	or	canteens.	Please	note	that	these	options
may	not	guarantee	approval,	but	they	can	certainly	help	improve	the	container's	appearance	and	meet	some	planning	requirements.	Before	making	any	decisions,	it's	crucial	to	consult	with	local	authorities	and	experts	to	determine	the	specific	regulations	and	restrictions	applicable	to	your	situation.Shipping	Containers:	A	Cost-Effective	Way	to	Hide
from	View	cladded	shipping	conatainers	are	built	from	a	number	of	40ft	shipping	conatainers	see	some	examples	below	or	search	this	site	for	all	hidden	shipping	container	exampless	hide	your	container	to	help	with	planning	permision	This	may	not	be	an	obvious	option	but	depending	on	the	space	and	time	you	have	available	this	can	be	one	of	the
most	cost	efective	ways	to	keep	your	shipping	conatainer	out	of	sicht	Some	customers	have	used	fencing	with	a	front	gate	entry	to	hide	the	shipping	conatainer	in	its	own	small	compound	othrs	with	more	time	have	plantd	bushes	and	hedgerows	arond	the	shipping	conatainer	At	this	time	we	dont’	have	many	examply	pictures	to	show	you	We	would
like	to	invite	any	customers	to	send	in	some	photos	of	ther	hidden	shipping	containers	and	we	will	reward	you	with	a	treat	for	your	office	as	well	as	a	permanent	link	to	your	website	here	and	a	shout	out	on	our	social	media	channels	Do	you	need	a	shipping	conatainer	Budgetshippingcontainers.co.uk	offer	the	UK’s	largest	online	range	of	shipping
containers	for	sale	with	a	nationwide	network	of	storage	and	conversion	yards	and	crane	equipped	delivery	vehicles	If	you	need	a	shipping	conatainer	feel	free	to	browse	our	online	range	of	shipping	containers	for	sale	You	can	also	call	us	on	freephone	0808	1234	215	any	time	9am	–	5pm	weekdays	and	our	team	will	be	happy	to	discuss	your
requirements	Alternatively	you	can	use	our	online	shipping	container	quote	form	or	request	a	telephone	callback	In	both	cases	we	aim	to	get	back	to	you	within	1-2	working	hours	may	take	longer	for	more	detialed	quotes	Share	on	X	Twitter	Share	on	Facebook	Share	on	Pinterest	Share	on	LinkedIn	Using	a	shipping	container	as	a	home	might	not	need
permission,	but	it	depends	on	how	it's	used.	If	you	turn	it	into	a	permanent	place	to	live,	it	could	change	what	it	is	called,	so	you	might	need	to	get	permission.	Also,	if	the	container	takes	up	more	than	half	of	your	land,	the	local	council	might	need	to	agree.	If	you're	using	it	as	a	restaurant	or	cafe,	you'll	need	permission	to	stay	there	for	over	28	days.
Most	people	usually	don't	need	permission,	but	since	rules	change	in	different	areas,	it's	better	to	check	with	your	local	planning	office	before	starting.	For	more	info,	see	our	blog.	If	you're	planning	to	use	a	container	on	private	land,	there	are	a	few	things	to	think	about.	Adding	one	container	to	your	space	is	fine	as	long	as	it	doesn't	use	more	than
half	of	your	land.	But	if	you	use	multiple	containers,	you	might	need	permission.	It's	best	to	talk	to	your	Local	Planning	Authority	first.	The	main	thing	is	that	containers	are	seen	as	temporary	structures,	so	they’re	not	treated	like	regular	buildings.	However,	it	can	be	more	complicated	than	just	saying	containers	don’t	need	permission	if	they're	only
used	temporarily.	The	truth	is,	even	a	single	container	on	private	land	might	need	permission	in	some	cases.	For	example,	if	you	live	in	an	area	with	special	natural	beauty,	you’ll	probably	need	pre-approval.	Also,	if	your	container	blocks	a	neighbor’s	view	or	reduces	natural	light,	permission	might	be	required.	In	most	cases,	your	container	probably
won’t	need	permission,	so	you	can	enjoy	its	benefits	right	away.	But	it’s	safer	to	check	with	your	LPA	before	making	a	decision.	Containers	can	be	useful	on	farms	for	storage	or	farming.	Their	strong	build	makes	them	good	for	holding	tools,	machines,	and	crops.	However,	they	should	only	be	used	as	temporary	structures,	not	as	permanent	buildings.
While	putting	a	container	on	farmland	is	usually	fine	and	doesn’t	need	permission,	there	are	exceptions.	For	example,	if	it’s	used	as	a	permanent	structure	like	a	barn,	you’ll	need	permission.	Similarly,	if	you	use	containers	as	a	campsite	on	farmland,	you	can	have	up	to	three	for	28	days	a	year.	Longer	stays	require	permission.	If	you	plan	to	use	the
container	as	a	long-term	home,	you’ll	need	to	get	permission	first.	Also,	check	with	your	LPA	if	your	farm	is	near	special	areas	or	listed	buildings.	In	most	cases,	a	container	should	work	well	as	extra	space	without	needing	permission.	Shipping	containers	have	been	around	for	decades	and	their	versatility	has	seen	them	being	used	in	innovative	ways
as	holiday	homes,	restaurants,	bars,	and	much	more.	Their	appeal	is	clear,	but	it's	essential	to	do	some	research	before	taking	the	plunge	and	making	an	order.	Generally,	they're	considered	temporary	structures,	but	regulations	can	vary	depending	on	the	area,	so	it's	crucial	to	check	with	your	local	authority	first.	Once	you	have	that	peace	of	mind,
you	can	start	making	plans	for	how	to	use	your	container.	The	Live	Off	Grid	lifestyle	is	calling!	For	more	information,	please	contact	us	at	[email	protected]	today.	Some	people	might	consider	flooding	a	pond	or	creating	a	new	water	feature,	but	it's	not	as	simple	as	just	doing	it.	The	size	of	the	pond	and	local	regulations	come	into	play.	In	some	cases,
you	may	need	an	abstraction	licence	if	your	irrigation	pond	fills	from	the	ditch.	However,	for	agricultural	use,	no	planning	permission	is	usually	required.	It's	essential	to	consider	the	site's	history	and	potential	environmental	impact	before	making	any	decisions.	Getting	a	local	wildlife	group	on	board	could	be	a	great	idea!	Just	remember	to	avoid
changing	the	land's	use	from	agriculture	to	leisure	or	commercial	purposes.	As	long	as	you	follow	the	rules,	shipping	containers	can	bring	joy	and	character	to	your	property.	Don't	worry	about	building	it	next	to	a	busy	footpath	-	that's	what	makes	it	special.	After	all,	who	doesn't	love	a	nice	pond	with	fish	swimming	in	it?	In	order	to	have	a	shipping
container	in	the	UK,	several	legal	aspects	must	be	taken	into	consideration.	Firstly,	it's	necessary	to	understand	that	purchasing	a	container	isn't	as	straightforward	as	buying	and	using	it.	Various	laws	and	regulations	apply	to	ensure	compliance	with	local	rules	and	ordinances.	This	guide	aims	to	explain	these	requirements,	providing	a	clear
understanding	of	the	different	regulatory	factors	at	play	when	owning	or	utilizing	a	shipping	container.	For	those	intending	to	buy	a	container	for	storage,	construction,	or	even	conversion	into	an	unusual	living	space,	this	guide	will	provide	essential	knowledge	before	proceeding.	The	first	point	to	consider	is	planning	permission,	which	is	crucial	if	the
intention	is	to	turn	the	container	into	a	permanent	fixture.	This	involves	applying	for	permission	from	local	authorities	and	adhering	to	specific	building	codes	and	regulations.	Additionally,	there	are	certain	building	regulations	that	must	be	followed	in	order	to	use	a	shipping	container	as	a	living	space	or	office.	These	standards	ensure	that	all
construction	work,	including	changes	and	alterations,	meets	specific	design	and	construction	requirements.	Factors	such	as	insulation,	ventilation,	and	fire	safety	must	also	be	taken	into	account.	The	location	of	the	container	also	plays	a	significant	role	in	determining	its	usage	and	purchase.	Certain	areas,	such	as	conservation	zones	or	Areas	of
Outstanding	Natural	Beauty,	have	stricter	rules	and	regulations	regarding	land	use	and	structure	placement.	It's	essential	to	consult	with	local	authorities	before	purchasing	or	placing	a	shipping	container	in	these	areas.	Furthermore,	the	size	and	appearance	of	the	container	can	also	impact	the	need	for	planning	permission.	Larger	containers	that
significantly	alter	the	property's	look	may	require	permission.	Similarly,	the	aesthetic	impact	on	its	surroundings	can	influence	the	requirements.	If	you're	considering	buying	a	shipping	container,	it's	crucial	to	understand	the	regulations	surrounding	its	use	and	placement.	At	Philspace,	we've	been	helping	clients	navigate	this	process	for	over	30
years.	Our	team	is	committed	to	providing	cost-effective,	secure,	and	flexible	site	accommodation	and	storage	solutions	that	cater	to	various	needs.	To	avoid	any	potential	issues,	it's	essential	to	determine	whether	your	shipping	container	requires	special	permission.	This	decision	hinges	on	several	factors,	including	the	land's	classification,	the
intended	use	of	the	container,	and	local	authority	regulations.	When	using	a	shipping	container	as	an	outbuilding	within	the	curtilage,	it	must	comply	with	Class	E	of	Part	1	of	the	GPDO.	This	means	it	should	have	an	incidental	use	related	to	the	house,	not	exceed	2.5m	in	height,	and	occupy	no	more	than	50%	of	the	land	around	your	home.	However,	if
the	container's	use	will	be	for	a	period	exceeding	28	days	or	less	within	a	calendar	year,	you'll	likely	need	planning	permission.	Additionally,	changing	the	land's	use	often	requires	permission,	even	if	it's	agricultural	land.	If	you're	considering	starting	a	storage	business	on	your	land,	this	might	trigger	enforcement	action.	There	are	some	exceptions,
though.	If	the	local	authority	considers	the	shipping	container	to	be	a	chattel	and	easily	moveable,	planning	might	not	be	necessary	–	but	only	if	the	use	aligns	with	the	land	designation.	In	cases	where	the	container	will	be	used	on	a	building	site,	Class	A	of	Part	4	of	the	GPDO	may	apply,	allowing	for	its	temporary	presence	during	construction.
However,	it	must	be	removed	once	work	is	completed.	To	ensure	you're	not	missing	any	crucial	information	or	violating	regulations,	consult	our	resources	page	and	contact	us	for	guidance	tailored	to	your	specific	needs.	If	you're	planning	to	use	a	shipping	container	for	storage	or	other	activities,	be	aware	that	you	might	need	to	get	some	planning
permissions	sorted	out.	It's	not	just	about	the	container	itself,	but	also	how	you're	using	the	land	it's	on.	For	example,	if	you	start	renting	out	containers	to	third-party	businesses	or	individuals,	you'll	likely	need	permission	for	change	of	use.	This	applies	even	if	the	container	is	mobile	-	the	fact	that	it's	changing	hands	means	the	land	use	is	too.
Planning	rules	can	be	tricky	to	navigate,	especially	in	areas	like	Conservation	Areas,	National	Landscapes	(AONB),	the	Broads,	National	Park	etc.	Even	if	you	do	get	permission,	there	might	be	restrictions	on	where	exactly	you	can	put	your	container.	If	you're	unsure	about	what's	allowed,	it's	a	good	idea	to	check	with	the	local	authority	or	seek	advice
from	a	planning	expert	like	Planning	Geek.	They	can	help	guide	you	through	the	process	and	ensure	that	you're	complying	with	all	the	necessary	regulations.	And	remember,	if	you	do	get	into	trouble	for	not	having	proper	planning	permissions,	the	enforcement	period	is	10	years	-	unless	the	works	were	substantially	complete	before	April	25th,	2024.
It's	always	better	to	be	safe	than	sorry	and	get	everything	sorted	out	properly	from	the	start.	If	you're	concerned	about	whether	your	container	needs	permission,	or	if	you	need	help	with	a	retrospective	application	or	enforcement,	reach	out	to	Planning	Geek	for	assistance.	They'll	be	happy	to	guide	you	through	the	process	and	ensure	that	everything
is	above	board.
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