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With	our	new	waterfront	cabin	and	Hewescraft	fishing	boat	article	series,	we	brought	on	a	highly	experienced	fishing	aficionado	who	has	done	many	types	of	fishing	over	a	couple	of	decades	to	provide	some	in-depth	articles	about	fishing.	This	article	covers	types	of	fishing	reels	in	depth.What	does	a	reel	mean	to	your	overall	success	when	fishing?
Heres	a	quick	scenario.	Youre	finally	at	the	lake,	the	lines	ready	to	go,	the	baits	on	the	hook,	and	youre	ready	to	cast.	You	flip	the	bail	wire	and	let	that	fishing	line	sail	across	the	smooth,	calm	water	in	anticipation	of	a	beautiful	early	morning	trout.	As	you	slowly	retrieve	the	line,	you	feel	the	bite.	Its	light	at	first,	just	a	nibble.	Then	it	hits.	Hard.	You
set	the	hook	successfully,	and	the	fight	is	on.	The	line	starts	screaming	off	the	reel	as	the	powerful	fish	dives	deep.	You	adjust	the	drag	and	bring	the	rod	tip	up,	adding	more	tension	to	the	line.	Finally,	the	fish	has	had	enough,	and	you	bring	her	into	your	net.	After	a	quick	photo,	she	swims	off	to	be	caught	another	day.	The	memory	of	that	fish	will	last
far	longer	than	the	five	minutes	it	took	to	land	her.	Your	reel	will	last	much	longer	as	well.	It	performed	flawlessly	when	it	was	called	upon,	as	it	has	done	time	and	again.A	fishing	reel	isnt	just	the	line	holder.	Its	so	much	more	than	that.	A	good	reel	will	be	with	you	longer	than	you	think.	Most	inexpensive	reels	will	last	a	season	or	two,	but	genuinely
great	reels	will	last	for	years	if	properly	maintained.	Keep	them	out	of	the	sand	as	much	as	you	can,	dont	kick	mud	on	them,	keep	gum	out	of	their	gears,	and	try	not	to	set	them	on	fire.	The	basics,	really.Fishing	reels	have	been	around	in	some	fashion	for	over	a	thousand	years.	Ive	been	around	much	less	than	that	but	have	used	every	type	Im	going	to
cover	in	this	list.	Im	no	expert	in	every	aspect	of	them,	but	I	do	know	my	way	around	most	of	them.Several	types	of	reels	are	available,	and	each	type	serves	its	purposes	well.	Spinning	reels,	bait	casters,	spin	casters,	conventional	reels,	and	fly	reels	make	up	the	majority	of	whats	available	out	there.Lets	look	at	the	different	types	of	fishing	reels	and
what	sets	them	apart	from	each	other.	Ill	also	look	at	what	general	materials	are	used	to	construct	a	reel.Reel	Materials	Reels	are	built	with	several	different	grades	and	qualities	of	materials,	depending	on	price.Spincast	Reels	Most	anglers	start	off	with	a	spincast	reel.Spinning	Reels	The	most	common	reel	type	on	the	market.Baitcaster	Great	for
accuracy,	steep	learning	curve.Conventional	Good	for	trolling,	deep	water	fishing.Fly	Reels	Well	engineered	to	hold	the	fly	line	and	backing	material.Related:	Types	of	fishing	swivels	|	Types	of	fishing	worms	|	Types	of	fishing	weights	|	Types	of	fishing	bobbersReel	MaterialsReels	are	constructed	from	several	materials.	The	main	body	is	typically	built
of	aluminum,	steel,	or	graphite.	At	the	same	time,	the	rest	is	usually	made	of	machined	aluminum	or	plastic,	with	carbon	brakes	and	either	graphite,	carbon,	or	steel	ball	bearings.See	also	20	Different	Pontoon	Boat	Fishing	Accessories	-	Ultimate	ListSpinning	reels	have	a	main	body	that	includes	a	foot	that	attaches	to	the	fishing	rod	and	an	arm	that
connects	the	foot	to	the	main	body.	A	spindle	made	of	steel	is	attached	to	the	body	that	holds	the	spool.	Spools	are	typically	made	of	machined	aluminum	or	graphite.	The	spool	stays	in	place	while	the	bail	wire	rotates	around	it,	winding	the	line	onto	the	spool.	The	bail	is	basically	a	gate	for	the	line.	When	closed,	the	line	stays	put.	When	open,	the	line
is	ready	to	cast.The	handle	can	usually	switch	from	the	right	to	the	left	side.	The	handle	itself	is	usually	either	a	round	tip	or	a	T	tip.Above	the	spool	or	on	the	bottom	of	the	reel	body	is	the	drag	adjustment.	It	will	tighten	or	loosen	the	drag,	adding	or	removing	tension	from	the	line.	If	the	reel	has	an	anti-reverse	switch,	it	is	typically	located	on	the	back
of	the	reel,	just	above	the	bottom.	The	switch	comes	in	handy	when	fighting	a	large	fish.	Ive	used	it	to	keep	from	using	too	much	drag	when	a	blue	catfish	wanted	to	go	for	a	run	while	I	was	almost	maxed	out	on	drag.	Flipping	the	switch	allows	the	reel	to	go	in	reverse.	If	used	properly,	you	can	put	the	right	amount	of	pressure	to	slow	down	a	feisty	fish
and	tire	them	out	while	they	overpower	your	drag.	Most	of	the	time,	its	far	wiser	to	use	a	reel	thats	recommended	for	catching	a	fish	of	that	size.	I	wasnt	expecting	to	catch	a	blue,	so	I	was	using	a	light	line	and	a	reel	that	couldnt	possibly	keep	up.	Lesson	learned.Baitcasters	are	made	of	the	same	materials,	though	the	setup	is	different.	The	spool	is	in
the	reel	instead	of	on	top	of	it,	and	the	handle	isnt	transferable	to	the	other	side,	so	try	it	before	you	buy	it.	I	use	a	left-handed	spinning	reel	but	prefer	a	right-handed	baitcaster.Spincast	ReelsSource:	AmazonBack	when	I	started	fishing,	it	was	commonplace	for	kids	to	get	a	Zebco	rod/reel	combo	to	learn	the	ropes.	The	spincast	reel	makes	learning	to
cast	a	thing	of	beauty.	Its	simple	to	use,	doesnt	run	into	too	many	backlashes	or	birds	nests,	and	my	son	loves	casting	his.	He	can	get	angry	with	me	when	I	try	to	get	him	to	use	his	spinning	reel.	One	day	he	might	switch,	though	Im	not	holding	my	breath.	I	will	win	him	over	and	upgrade	his	rod	from	Paw	Patrol.	But	one	step	at	a	time.Spincast	reels
have	a	lever	on	the	bottom	to	release	the	line.	All	it	takes	is	to	press	the	lever	in,	cast,	and	release	the	lever	at	the	right	point.	I	am	happy	to	say	my	boy	can	send	his	bait	out	at	least	20	feet.	Not	too	shabby.	Reel	the	handle	once,	and	the	lever	kicks	in,	ready	to	fish.Tangles	do	occasionally	happen.	If	you	do	run	into	an	issue,	take	the	top	off	the	reel,
pull	out	the	line,	straighten	it	out,	put	the	top	on,	and	reel	it	back	in	nice	and	tight.	The	downside	to	this	type	of	reel	is	capacity.	I	might	use	one	if	I	could	put	150	yards	of	12-pound	braid	on	it.	Casting	is	so	simple	and	remarkably	accurate.	It	just	doesnt	hold	enough	line	to	be	effective	for	anything	more	than	smaller	fish.See	also	How	are	Fishing
Hooks	Measured?Spinning	ReelsSource:	AmazonSpinning	reels	are	probably	what	you	first	imagine	when	thinking	of	fishing	gear.	Theyre	incredibly	popular,	and	for	a	great	reason.	Sizes	range	from	ultra-light	models	to	exceptionally	heavy	models	for	catching	big-game	in	the	open	ocean.Spinning	reels	are	versatile,	though	take	practice	to	get	the
hang	of.	When	you	first	start	out,	line	tangles	are	easy	to	get	and	happen	pretty	often.	Casting	can	be	a	bit	tricky	due	to	the	bail.	You	need	to	lift	it	and	hold	the	line	with	your	finger	to	stop	it	from	free	spooling	onto	the	ground	before	the	cast.	Once	you	figure	it	out,	it	becomes	second	nature.A	significant	improvement	over	spincast	reels	is	the	control,
casting	distance,	and	amount	of	line	a	spinning	reel	provides.	The	ability	to	adjust	the	drag	on	top	or	bottom,	depending	on	the	model,	suits	most	anglers	well,	as	does	the	variety	in	sizes.Models	range	widely	in	price.	You	can	pick	up	a	budget	model	for	$15	or	pick	up	a	high-end	tournament-ready	saltwater	model	for	over	$2000.	Professional	reels	can
go	for	around	$15,000.	Ive	bought	cheap	reels,	and	Ive	bought	top-of-the-line	reels,	and	after	years	of	fishing,	I	find	those	in	the	$100	$300	range	tend	to	do	everything	I	require	of	a	great	spinning	reel.	If	properly	maintained,	a	good	quality	reel	will	last	for	10	20	years.Baitcasting	ReelsSource:	AmazonBaitcasting	reels	are	another	popular	reel.	They
provide	outstanding	accuracy	and	distance.	I	love	using	my	baitcasters.	When	I	hit	the	lake	with	them,	I	take	along	three.	Each	one	is	rigged	up	and	ready	to	go	with	a	different	type	of	lure	or	soft	plastic	so	I	can	quickly	switch	from	a	crankbait	to	a	swimbait	or	a	Senko,	for	example.There	are	two	types	of	baitcasters	out	there.	The	old	standby	is	the
round	style.	It	has	a	larger	spool	and	holds	more	line,	which	means	longer	casts.	The	second	type	is	the	low-profile	baitcaster.	Its	a	compact,	lightweight	reel	that	lets	you	catch	a	broader	range	of	fish	than	the	older	style	and	keeps	the	line	straighter.	You	can	purchase	smaller	sizes	for	trout	fishing	as	well.Unlike	spinning	reels	that	wind	the	line
sideways	around	the	spool,	baitcasters	wind	the	line	straight	on.	The	straight-line	distribution	removes	any	line	twist.	Thats	great	for	casting	and	keeps	any	twists	from	occurring	during	the	cast.	Well	talk	about	birds	nests	later.Baitcasters	are	ideal	for	targeting	bigger	fish.	They	hold	heavier	line	and	can	help	bring	that	trophy	largemouth	youve	been
dreaming	of	into	your	net	much	more	smoothly	than	a	spinning	reel	can.	The	drag	operates	efficiently,	generally	with	a	wheel	next	to	the	handle.	Theres	a	braking	system	to	figure	out,	but	I	always	recommend	using	a	YouTube	video	for	novice	anglers	to	learn	the	proper	setup	of	a	baitcaster.Practice	using	this	reel	in	your	backyard	until	you	can	cast
easily	without	causing	too	many	birds	nests.	The	spool	tends	to	keep	spinning	freely	after	the	lure	hits	the	water.	That	allows	the	line	to	unwind	and	make	a	huge	mess,	or	nest.	There	is	some	discussion	amongst	anglers	about	whats	worse:	having	a	5-pound	fish	slip	the	hook	right	at	the	boat	or	have	a	birds	nest	in	the	middle	of	a	hot	bite.Pricing	for
baitcasters	is	a	bit	steeper	for	an	entry	model.	A	beginner	reel	will	start	around	$35,	though,	for	a	quality	reel,	its	worth	spending	a	bit	more.	Baitcasters	do	require	a	bit	more	of	an	investment.	A	cheap	reel	wont	adjust	and	cast	properly,	leading	to	you	becoming	frustrated.	Birds	nests	are	the	worst,	and	a	cheap	reel	will	introduce	you	to	them	in	a
hurry.	Start	looking	at	models	around	$65	and	up.	Anywhere	between	$65	and	$350	will	provide	you	with	a	quality	reel,	and	above	$350	will	give	you	a	reel	that	will	last	for	decades	to	come.See	also	How	are	Fishing	Rods	Rated?ConventionalThe	conventional	reel	is	the	go-to	deep	sea	fishing	reel.	It	holds	a	heavy	line,	is	built	to	last	through	the
elements	and	constant	abuse	the	saltwater	gives	it,	and	is	simple,	easy	to	maintain	design.	Often	referred	to	as	a	trolling	reel,	these	are	great	for	trolling	or	bottom	fishing	deep	water	for	big	game	fish.Be	on	the	lookout	for	a	high-quality	machined	aluminum	body	with	multi-disc	drag.	Anything	less	than	350-yard	capacity	of	30lb	test	line	is	too	small.	If
you	hook	into	an	absolute	monster	in	the	deep,	its	likely	to	peel	off	a	few	hundred	yards	per	run.	You	need	the	extra	yards	to	keep	from	being	spooled.These	reels	are	available	with	a	line	counter,	so	you	know	how	deep	your	bait	is.	You	can	also	engage	a	loud	clicker,	which	will	let	you	know	if	youve	got	a	fish	on	over	the	engine	noise.Fly	ReelsSource:
AmazonFly	reels	provide	some	of	the	absolute	highest	accuracy	in	fishing.	You	want	your	fly	to	land	softly	in	exactly	the	right	spot.	To	do	that,	the	reel	needs	to	operate	flawlessly.	Resistance	along	the	rod	needs	to	be	nonexistent.Choosing	a	reel	is	a	complicated	process.	It	must	be.	I	keep	telling	myself	that	to	justify	buying	six	of	them.	Trout	reels	are
smaller,	light	reels	that	range	from	$50	for	an	easy-to-use	budget	model	up	to	several	thousand	dollars	for	a	model	only	needed	for	bragging	rights.	I	have	a	couple	trout	reels	because	its	easier	to	have	two	reels	with	different	lines	than	having	to	change	lines	on	the	same	reel.	Reels	can	have	multiple	spools,	and	mine	do,	but	I	like	to	have	three	or
four	different	line	types,	depending	on	where	I	go.I	still	have	my	first	fly	reel.	I	no	longer	use	it,	but	it	travels	with	me	whenever	I	take	my	tackle	box.	It	needs	some	repairs,	but	I	could	still	attach	it	and	catch	a	fish	if	I	wanted.	Its	over	30	years	old.	Heres	the	updated,	probably	far	superior	version	of	my	first	combo.	Fly	reels	are	built	to	last.	They	have
very	few	moving	parts,	and	essential	maintenance	will	keep	your	reel	working	smoothly	long	enough	to	hand	it	down	to	the	next	generation.	I	love	fly	fishing	and	advocate	for	it	every	chance	I	get.	Its	not	just	for	elites;	its	for	us,	the	anglers	that	get	out	there	every	opportunity	we	can	because	we	love	it.Fly	reels	that	are	affordable	arent	bad.	They	get
the	job	done	and	will	last	long	enough	for	you	to	learn	the	sport.	Practice	in	your	yard	with	some	yarn	on	the	line.	Keep	at	it,	and	youll	get	better	rapidly.	Once	you	land	your	first	fish,	youll	be	hooked.	My	first	fish	on	the	fly	was	just	under	five	inches.	What	a	monster.	With	so	many	types	of	fishing	reels	out	there,	choosing	the	one	that	best	fits	your
needs	can	be	a	real	challenge,	especially	if	youre	new	to	the	sport	of	fishing.	While	you	can	pretty	much	use	any	reel	for	any	type	of	fishing,	properly	matching	the	right	reel	to	the	type	of	fishing	that	youll	be	doing	will	make	your	life	so	much	easier,	not	to	mention,	better	your	chances	of	actually	catching	fish.	And	thats	exactly	why	were	out	there	on
the	water!	When	searching	for	a	reel,	youre	going	to	find	that	there	are	a	gazillion	different	sizes,	models,	and	gear	ratio	combinations,	but	when	it	comes	to	the	types	of	reels,	you	basically	have	five:	While	some	of	these	reels	are	more	versatile	than	others,	each	one	is	designed	for	a	specific	type	of	fishing.	In	this	article,	Ill	go	over	the	five	most
commonly	used	fishing	reels.	Ill	include	pros	and	cons	of	each	type	of	reel,	what	kind	of	fishing	situation	each	reel	is	best	suited	for	as	well	as	my	top	pick	for	each	category.	Click	image	to	view	on	Amazon.com	Spinning	reels	are	my	favorite	when	it	comes	to	fishing	reels!	They	come	in	a	multitude	of	sizes,	and	price	points,	so	finding	one	that	fits	your
budget	as	well	as	fishing	needs	shouldnt	be	a	problem.	Aside	fromspincastreels,	spinning	reels	are	probably	the	easiest	fishing	reel	to	master,	making	them	the	perfect	choice	for	anglers	of	all	skill	levels.	However,	unlikespincasters,	a	spinning	reel	will	grow	with	you	as	you	get	more	experienced.	With	proper	instruction,	even	a	beginner	can	learn
how	to	use	one	in	a	short	period	of	time.	In	fact,	this	is	what	I	taught	my	10-year-old	daughter	to	fish	with.	While	spinning	reels	are	easy	to	cast,	they	are	not	as	accurate	as	their	baitcasting	counterparts.	With	that	being	said,	what	they	lack	in	accuracy,	they	more	than	make	up	for	in	casting	distance.	If	you	want	to	cast	far	distances,	then	a	spinning
reel	is	the	way	to	go!	This	is	why	they	are	the	go-to	fishing	reels	for	surf	fishing.	Of	all	the	reels,	they	are	also	the	most	versatile!	They	can	be	used	for	a	number	of	fishing	situations,	including	saltwater	fishing,	deep	sea	fishing,	and	even	bass	fishing.	Ive	even	heard	of	people	using	them	for	fly	fishing.	If	you	were	to	take	a	walk	on	a	fishing	pier,
around	a	lake,	or	sneak	a	peak	in	a	fishing	guides	boat,	chances	are	you	will	find	plenty	of	spinning	reels.	Because	they	are	so	versatile	and	are	relatively	easy	to	use,	spinning	reels	are	great	for	anyone	who	wants	to	learn	how	to	fish,	or	maybe	upgrade	from	a	spincast	reel.	Because	most	spinning	reels	come	in	a	number	of	different	sizes,	they	are	at
home	when	fishing	in	a	backyard	pond	for	Bream	and	bass,	or	will	do	just	fine	fishing	for	snapper	and	grouper	offshore.	Like	I	mentioned	before,	they	are	also	the	go-to	reel	for	surf	fishermen!	Can	be	used	for	most	types	of	fishing	Great	reel	for	all	skill	levels,	including	beginners	Casts	farther	than	other	reels	Not	prone	to	backlash	Click	image	to	view
on	Amazon.com	Over	the	years,	I	have	used	a	number	of	spinning	reels,	but	to	this	day	my	reel	of	choice	is	the	Penn	Spinfisher	V.	This	particular	model	is	available	in	a	number	of	different	sizes,	but	my	favorite	is	the	4500.	For	the	price,	you	cant	beat	this	reel!	It	has	a	full	metal	body	with	a	watertight	frame	that	seals	around	the	drag	system	and
gearbox,	making	this	reel	virtually	indestructible.	This	is	a	feature	that	you	would	expect	to	only	find	in	a	reel	thats	much	more	expensive.	The	Spinfisher	is	a	little	heavier	than	some	of	the	other	top	brands	of	spinning	reels,	but	I	actually	like	this.	To	me,	the	extra	weight	gives	the	reel	a	better	balance	and	feel,	when	paired	with	a	rod.	While	there	are
less	expensive	spinning	reels	that	you	could	buy,	the	Spinfisher	V	is	a	reel	that	will	grow	with	you	as	your	fishing	skills	become	more	advanced.	You	can	check	out	our	complete	review	of	the	Penn	Spinfisher	V	here,	or	see	the	price,customer	reviews	and	answered	questions	on	Amazon.com.	Click	image	to	view	on	Amazon.com	Another	popular	reel
among	fishermen	are	baitcaster	reels.	While	not	as	user-friendly	as	spinning	reels,	theyre	a	favorite	among	more	experienced	fishermen,	especially	bass	anglers.	Baitcasters	actually	fall	into	two	categories	round	and	low-profile.	These	types	of	baitcasters	are	more	popular	among	saltwater	fishermen	as	they	hold	more	line	and	can	typically	handle
larger	fish.	With	that	being	said,	there	are	a	lot	of	bass	fishermen	that	love	them	too!	Round	baitcasters	were	around	before	their	low-profile	counterparts,	so	I	guess	its	really	a	matter	of	preference	of	which	one	feels	better	in	your	hand.	By	far	the	most	popular	baitcasting	reel	today	is	the	low-profile	reel.	While	you	certainly	can	use	a	low-profile
baitcaster	for	fishing	for	smaller	saltwater	fish,	its	better	suited	for	bass	fishermen!	Low-profile	baitcasting	reels	are	the	most	popular	out	of	the	two	baitcasting	reels,	so	choosing	one	that	best	suits	your	needs	shouldnt	be	a	problem.	A	baitcaster	is	not	a	reel	that	I	would	recommend	for	newbies	who	are	just	learning	how	to	fish.	Heck,	I	wouldnt
recommend	them	for	some	experienced	fishermen,	including	myself.	I	have	tried	over	and	over	again	to	love	these	reels,	as	I	have	plenty	of	friends	who	swear	by	them.	However,	despite	how	much	I	try,	I	just	cant	get	the	hang	of	them.	These	reels	can	be	extremely	accurate	when	casting	lures	in	the	hands	of	an	experienced	fisherman,	however,	for	a
beginner,	not	so	much.	The	biggest	obstacle	is	learning	how	to	cast	them!	Baitcasting	reels	are	prone	to	backlash,	sometimes	referred	to	as	a	birds	nest.	While	baitcasting	reels	could	technically	be	used	for	fishing	with	live	bait,	such	as	worms	and	baitfish,	they	are	made	primarily	for	casting	artificial	baits.	This	is	why	bass	fishermen	love	them!
Unlike	spinning	reels,	baitcasting	reels	dont	come	in	larger	sizes,	so	using	them	for	offshore	fishing	is	out	of	the	question.	With	that	being	said,	they	can	be	used	for	targeting	smaller,	inshore	saltwater	species	such	as	spotted	sea	trout,	redfish	and	snook.	If	you	are	an	inshore	fisherman	who	loves	using	artificial	lures,	whether	it	be	for	targeting	bass
in	lakes	and	ponds	or	fishing	for	trout	and	redfish	on	the	flats,	then	a	baitcasting	reel	may	be	a	good	choice!	That	is	if	you	are	willing	to	put	in	the	time	in	learning	how	to	cast	them.	However,	if	you	are	a	beginner	or	someone	like	me,	I	would	highly	recommend	that	you	stick	with	a	spinning	reel.	Great	for	casting	accuracy	Difficult	to	learn	how	to	cast
Not	very	versatile	Click	image	to	view	on	Amazon.com	Abu	Garcia	has	been	around	for	a	long	time	and	has	a	solid	reputation	for	making	quality	fishing	reels	at	reasonable	prices	and	the	Pro	Max	baitcasting	reel	is	no	exception.	At	around	$100,	this	reel	will	make	a	perfect	companion	for	someone	who	is	new	to	baitcasting	reels.	While	there	are
certainly	higher	quality	baitcasters	on	the	market,	why	pay	more	money	when	youre	not	even	sure	if	you	like	fishing	with	baitcasting	reel.	The	great	thing	about	the	Abu	Garcia	Revo	SX	is	that	even	if	at	some	point	you	decide	to	upgrade	to	a	higher	quality	reel,	it	will	still	make	a	great	backup	reel	or	even	a	hand-me-down	reel	to	your	son	or	daughter.
This	reel	is	made	with	quality	materials,	including	a	one-piece	graphite	frame,	a	power	disk	drag	system,	and	machined	double-anodized	aluminum	spool.	This	reel	will	catch	bass,	strippers,	musky	or	whatever	else	you	want	to	target,	including	redfish	and	snook.	You	can	check	out	our	complete	review	of	the	Abu	Garcia	Revo	SX,	or	see	the
price,customer	reviews	and	answered	questions	on	Amazon.com.	3.	Conventional	Reels	Click	image	to	view	on	Amazon.com	A	conventional	reel	is	similar	to	a	baitcasting	reel	in	its	appearance	but	lacks	the	baitcasters	casting	ability.	While	you	can	cast	a	conventional	reel,	they	are	primarily	used	for	bottom	fishing	for	fish	like	grouper	and	snapper,
but	can	also	be	used	for	jigging	and	trolling	for	marlin	and	sailfish.	Ease	of	Use	Since	they	are	too	big	for	casting,	using	a	conventional	reel	is	pretty	easy!	All	you	have	to	do	to	use	it	is	release	the	spool	through	a	lever,	which	will	allow	your	bait	to	sink	to	the	bottom	or	whatever	depth	you	are	wanting	to	fish.	Versatility	Even	though	conventional	reels
come	in	a	number	of	different	sizes,	which	can	enable	you	to	target	a	number	of	different	size	fish,	they	are	not	a	reel	that	you	would	want	to	use	for	anything	other	than	offshore	fishing.	You	wouldnt	want	to	try	and	use	one	(even	the	smallest)	when	fishing	for	bass	on	a	lake.	With	that	being	said,	they	are	pretty	versatile	when	fishing	offshore!	Like	I
previously	mentioned,	you	can	use	them	for	bottom	fishing,	trolling,	and	even	jigging.	Best	For	If	you	love	offshore	fishing,	then	a	conventional	reel	might	be	a	great	option.	Although	you	can	use	spinning	reels	for	this	type	of	fishing	as	well,	a	conventional	reel	will	have	more	drag,	which	equals	more	stopping	power	for	battling	monster	grouper	and
other	large	fish.	Pros	Great	for	offshore	fishing	Available	in	different	sizes	Cons	Typically	only	good	for	offshore	fishing	Recommended	Conventional	Reel:	Penn	Squall	Lever	Drag	Click	image	to	view	on	Amazon.com	When	it	comes	to	conventional	reels,	I	like	the	ones	that	come	with	a	lever	drag	system.	This	drag	makes	it	easy	even	for	beginners	to
fight	a	larger	fish.	The	Penn	Squall	has	just	that,	making	it	super	easy	for	even	a	beginner	to	handle	a	large	fish.	The	Penn	Squall	comes	in	several	different	sizes	and	is	built	with	the	same	quality	materials	as	some	of	Penns	other	higher	quality	reels.	So	depending	on	what	type	of	fish	you	plan	on	fishing	for,	there	will	be	a	reel	for	you.	It	also	comes	in
both	right	handed	and	left	handed	models.	For	the	most	part,	a	decent	quality	conventional	reel	is	going	to	cost	more	than	the	other	types	of	fishing	reels.	With	that	being	said,	the	Penn	Squall	is	very	reasonably	priced	for	what	you	get.	In	fact,	its	the	reel	that	I	use	whenever	I	venture	offshore.	Now	Im	not	gonna	lie	to	youthere	are	better	quality
conventional	reels	like	this	on	the	market,	but	they	will	also	set	you	back	anywhere	from	$500	to	$1000	or	more.	You	can	check	out	our	complete	review	of	the	Penn	Squall	Lever	Drag	Reel,	or	see	the	price,	customer	reviews	and	answered	questions	on	Amazon.com.	4.	Spincast	Reels	Click	image	to	view	on	Amazon.com	A	lot	of	people	may	not	know
what	a	spincast	reel	is.	I	know	that	I	didnt	when	I	first	heard	the	name,	even	though	this	is	one	of	the	first	reels	that	I	learned	how	to	fish	with.	I	always	referred	to	them	as	push	button	reels,	because	well,	thats	what	you	do	to	cast	them.	You	push	a	button!	Ease	of	Use	Most	fishermen	will	probably	agree	that	spincast	reels	are	the	easiest	to	learn	how
to	fish	with.	In	fact,	theres	a	good	chance	that	your	first	fishing	reel	was,	in	fact,	a	Zebco	reel.	You	know	that	these	reels	are	easy	for	kids	to	fish	with	since	you	will	commonly	see	kid-themed	versions	for	sale	in	your	local	stores.	I	will	say	though	that	this	is	a	complete	beginner	type	reel.	If	you	think	for	even	a	minute	that	you	or	your	kids	will	get	into
fishing	hook,	line	and	sinker,	then	I	highly	recommend	that	you	switch	a	spinning	reel	as	soon	as	possible.	Spincast	reels	are	not	a	reel	that	you	can	grow	with	as	your	skill	level	grows.	Versatility	Spincast	reels	are	not	what	I	would	consider	a	good	all-around	reel,	even	for	beginners.	They	are	primarily	a	reel	to	introduce	kids	to	the	sport	of	fishing.
They	come	in	pretty	much	only	one	size,	and	should	not	be	used	to	fish	for	anything	other	than	forsmall	lake	and	river	fish	such	as	bream,	bluegill,	and	catfish.	Dont	even	think	about	using	them	to	fish	for	largemouth	bass	or	saltwater	fishing.	Best	Used	For	Spincast	reels	are	best	for	small	kids	who	are	just	getting	introduced	to	fishing.	They	are	great
for	catching	small	bream	and	other	types	of	panfish,	or	for	just	wetting	a	line	from	time	to	time.	They	are	also	pretty	cheap,	which	is	always	good!	Pros	Great	for	introducing	kids	to	fishing	Super	easy	to	use	Cheap	Cons	Not	very	versatile	Will	not	handle	larger	fish	Recommended	Spincast	Reel:Zebco	33	Click	image	to	view	on	Amazon.com	While	you
may	not	know	the	term	spincast,	Im	pretty	sure	that	you	would	know	what	someone	is	talking	about	when	they	mention	the	name	Zebco.	Zebco	is	where	it	all	started	for	some	of	us	and	continues	to	be	a	leader	in	the	kids	and	beginner	market	still	to	this	day.	This	is	why	I	always	recommend	a	Zebco	for	anyone	who	is	thinking	about	buying	a	spincast
reel.	Spincast	reels	are	made	for	beginners	and	kids	who	are	just	hoping	to	catch	something.	They	are	not	intended	for	serious	fishermen,	nor	are	they	intended	to	grow	with	you	as	your	fishing	skills	evolve.	This	means	that	you	dont	have	to	put	a	lot	of	thought	into	what	you	buy.	With	all	the	other	reels,	I	would	recommend	that	you	buy	the	reel	and
rod	separate.	The	rods	that	come	with	reel	combos	are	usually	not	very	good	quality.	However,	with	a	spincast	reel,	this	really	doesnt	matter,	which	is	why	I	suggest	that	you	buy	a	rod	and	reel	combo	such	as	the	one	that	Ive	recommended.	You	can	check	out	our	complete	review	of	the	Zebco	33	Spincast	here,	or	see	the	price,	customer	reviews	and
answered	questions	on	Amazon.com.	5.	Fly	Fishing	Reels	Click	image	to	view	on	Amazon.com	Fly	reels,	or	fly	fishing	reels	are	specifically	designed	for	casting	artificial	fly	lures	to	a	number	of	different	fish,	including	lake	and	stream	trout,	bonefish,	and	even	shark.	They	take	a	lot	of	practice	to	master,	but	extremely	rewarding	when	you	hook	up.
Ease	of	Use	Like	with	anything,	some	things	just	come	naturally	to	some	people.	Learning	how	to	cast	a	fly	reel	is	no	exception!	I	myself	have	never	really	mastered	this	art,	but	have	a	few	friends	who	picked	it	up	very	quickly.	This	is	not	common	by	the	way!	Unless	you	are	specifically	wanting	to	get	into	fly	fishing,	this	is	not	a	reel	that	I	recommend
a	newbie	starting	out	with.	I	think	of	fly	fishing	as	more	of	an	art	form	than	a	way	to	catch	fish!	Versatility	If	you	think	of	all	the	different	types	of	fish	that	you	can	catch	on	a	fly	reel,	then	yes,	this	reel	is	highly	versatile.	They	come	in	different	sizes,	specifically	designed	for	freshwater,	as	well	as	for	saltwater.	The	cool	thing	about	fly	fishing	is	that
most	any	type	of	fish	will	hit	a	fly.	You	can	use	a	fly	reel	for	bass	fishing,	pan	fishing,	and	even	saltwater	fishing.	And	yes,	if	you	look	on	Youtube,	you	will	find	videos	of	marlin	and	even	shark	attacking	a	properly	placed	fly.	Best	For	I	know	this	sounds	obvious,	but	a	fly	reel	is	best	for	someone	who	enjoys	fly	fishing!	While	you	can	use	them	to	fish	for	a
number	of	different	species	of	fish	in	both	fresh	and	saltwater,	you	are	limited	to	using	only	artificial	flies	ans	streamers	as	your	bait.	Pros	Great	for	any	type	of	fly	fishing	Reasonably	priced	Cons	Difficult	to	learn	how	to	use	Limited	to	only	using	artificial	flies	Recommended	Fly	Reel:Wild	Water	Fly	Reel	Package	Click	image	to	view	on	Amazon.com
Fly	fishing	can	be	a	hard	sport	to	learn,	which	is	why	I	recommend	buying	a	starter	package	such	as	the	Wild	Water	setup.	Its	a	great	rod	and	reel	setup	to	learn	with	or	even	use	as	your	main	fly	reel.	This	fly	fishing	package	comes	with	everything	you	will	need	to	catch	some	fish!	It	includes	a	9	ft	rod,	a	5/6	weight	large	arbor	reel,	fly	fishing	line,	and
flies	just	to	name	a	few.	Oh,	and	the	rod	itself	comes	with	a	lifetime	warranty.	The	reels	frame	is	made	from	diecast	aluminum,	while	the	internal	parts	are	all	made	from	stainless	steel.	While	there	are	plenty	of	higher	quality	fly	fishing	reels	on	the	market,	why	spend	a	fortune	on	something	that	you	arent	even	sure	that	you	will	like?	This	particular
fly	fishing	reel	is	primarily	made	for	smaller,	freshwater	fish,	but	can	be	used	for	targeting	smaller	saltwater	fish	such	as	spotted	sea	trout.	If	you	would	like	to	fish	for	larger	saltwater	fish,	then	youre	going	to	need	a	bigger	rod	and	reel	setup,	designed	for	saltwater	fishing.	You	can	check	out	our	complete	review	of	the	Wild	Water	Fly	Reel	Package
here,	or	see	the	price,	customer	reviews	and	answered	questions	on	Amazon.com.	Final	Thoughts	Well,	there	you	have	itthe	five	most	common	types	of	fishing	reels	used	by	fishermen.	Other	than	the	spincast	reel,	they	all	come	in	different	shapes	and	sizes	that	accommodate	what	type	of	fish	that	youll	be	targeting.	So,	how	do	you	know	which	one	is
best	for	you?	If	you	are	an	experienced	fisherman,	then	you	already	know,	but	if	you	are	a	newbie,	then	I	would	recommend	that	you	start	with	a	spinning	reel	in	a	3	to	4000	size.	This	size	spinning	reel	will	allow	you	to	fish	for	small	lake	fish	such	as	bass	and	bream,	as	well	as	larger	saltwater	fish	such	as	snook	and	redfish.	Different	Types	of	Fishing
Reels	Explained	(VIDEO)	Apr	7,	2025	|	7	minute	read	Reading	Time:	7	minutesAffiliate	Link	DisclaimerIf	youre	new	to	angling,	the	various	types	of	fishing	reels	on	offer	can	be	confusing.	But	dont	be	surprised	choosing	the	right	reel	is	a	dilemma	as	old	as	the	hills.	As	any	angler	will	tell	you,	knowing	the	pros	and	cons	of	each	type	of	reel	can	make	or
break	your	day	on	the	water.	Thankfully,	things	are	a	lot	easier	than	they	might	seem,	and	today,	youre	going	to	learn	how	to	choose	your	own.A	few	questions	come	into	play	when	choosing	the	right	fishing	reel.	Number	one,	what	style	of	fishing	is	it	best	suited	for?	Two,	how	easy	is	it	to	operate?	How	long	will	it	last?	And	whats	the	price?As	we
cover	the	most	important	types	of	fishing	reels,	well	cover	all	of	these	questions	and	more.	By	the	time	youre	finished	reading,	youll	know	exactly	what	you	need	to	bring	em	in!The	spincast	reel	is	by	far	the	simplest	modern	fishing	reel	out	there.	With	its	basic	design,	this	guy	is	ideal	for	beginners	or	anglers	on	a	budget.	You	dont	see	them	a	lot	these
days,	but	a	few	decades	ago,	spincast	reels	used	to	be	all	the	rage.Spincasters	feature	a	metal	nose	cone,	which	hides	all	the	important	components	of	the	reel.	On	the	back,	theres	a	button	which	serves	to	toggle	the	line	between	free-spool	and	locked.Last	but	not	least,	spincast	reels	have	a	drag	adjustment	mechanism.	This	mechanism	essentially
allows	you	to	adjust	how	much	resistance	a	fish	feels	when	pulling	on	your	line.	On	a	spincast,	the	drag	is	usually	on	the	side	of	the	reel,	or	next	to	the	reel	handle.Casting	with	a	spincast	reel	couldnt	be	simpler.	All	you	need	to	do	is	press	the	spool	control	button,	take	your	swing,	and	release.	Once	you	release	the	button,	the	line	will	fly	out	to	where
your	rod	tip	is	pointing.	When	youre	ready	to	stop	the	line,	just	press	the	button	one	more	time.	Easy-peasy.Two	main	advantages	to	using	a	spincast	reel	is	that	theyre	dead	simple	to	operate	and	that	they	rarely	cause	line	tangles.	On	top	of	that,	theyre	the	cheapest	type	of	fishing	reel	out	there.	You	can	pick	up	a	spincast	reel	for	as	little	as	$20
nowadays.Spincasters	have	something	of	an	x-factor,	too.	These	reels	are	probably	what	your	average	middle-aged	angler	used	to	start	their	fishing	career	on,	so	you	can	bet	it	holds	a	dear	spot	in	their	hearts!Spincast	reels	might	be	cheap	and	simple	to	operate,	but	they	do	come	with	a	few	downsides.Number	one,	their	closed-face	design	tends	to
keep	water	and	debris	inside	the	reel,	which	can	damage	it	over	time.	Number	two,	most	spincasters	arent	that	well-made,	and	will	rarely	last	you	longer	than	a	single	season.	Three,	and	probably	most	important,	spincasters	have	limited	casting	range,	and	arent	as	precise	as	other	reel	types.The	spinning	reel	is	arguably	the	most	popular	type	of
fishing	reel	in	existence.	Its	a	tad	more	complicated	to	use	than	the	spincast,	but	a	lot	more	efficient	and	durable.	Beginners	have	no	trouble	using	it,	and	theres	a	whole	army	of	experienced	anglers	that	wont	fish	without	it.Unlike	the	spincast	reel,	the	spinning	reel	boasts	an	open-face	design,	with	the	drag	adjustment	on	top.	It	comes	with	a	metal
bail,	whose	purpose	is	to	lock	the	line	and	prevent	it	from	unspooling.	The	bail	is	also	important	because	it	guides	the	line	back	evenly	onto	the	spool.	But	more	on	that	in	a	second.Spinning	reels	are	unique	in	that	they	attach	to	the	rod	from	below.	This	not	only	provides	a	natural	holding	position,	it	also	gives	you	a	nice	balance	when	casting.
Speaking	of,	casting	with	a	spinning	reel	is	super	easy!To	cast	with	a	spinning	reel,	you	just	disengage	the	bail,	and	squeeze	the	line	against	the	rod	with	your	index	finger	to	prevent	it	from	unspooling.	Next,	swing	your	rod	from	the	side	or	overhead.	As	you	do,	release	your	index	finger	around	halfway	through	the	motion.	Aim	the	tip	of	the	rod	where
you	want	the	bait	to	land,	and	voila!One	thing	a	lot	of	people	get	wrong	with	the	spinning	reel	is	reengaging	the	bail	after	the	cast.	Most	spinning	reels	close	the	bail	automatically	after	you	start	reeling.	Thing	is,	that	first	spin	can	often	cause	the	line	to	miss	the	spool,	resulting	in	a	tangle.	When	you	throw	the	line	out,	always	make	sure	to	put	the	bail
back	in	its	starting	position	by	hand.Spinning	reels	are	an	immensely	capable	piece	of	fishing	equipment.	They	work	equally	well	with	lures	and	smaller	baits,	and	are	a	good	choice	for	a	number	of	species	and	habitats.	Combined	with	thin,	powerful	braided	lines,	they	can	produce	some	serious	pulling	power,	too.Once	you	get	the	hang	of	them,
spinning	reels	will	allow	you	to	achieve	impressive	casting	distances.	With	prices	ranging	from	$50	to	$150	for	a	quality	model,	they	are	the	golden	middle	for	most	anglers.Spinners	may	be	a	great	all-around	option,	but	theyre	not	all	sunshine	and	rainbows.	If	youre	not	careful	with	handling	the	bail,	you	can	easily	get	nasty	line	twists	and	tangles.
The	other	drawback	is	that	youre	limited	to	lighter	gear.	And	once	you	start	loading	spinners	with	heavier	lures	and	lines,	their	performance	starts	to	drop	pretty	noticeably.The	baitcaster	is	arguably	the	most	advanced	type	of	fishing	reel.	Often	used	by	experienced	anglers	and	fishing	pros,	this	reel	is	unmatched	in	both	power	and
precision.Baitcasting	reels	have	a	lot	more	moving	parts	than	the	spincast	or	the	spinning	reel.	As	a	result,	they	come	with	a	learning	curve,	but	mastering	them	ultimately	takes	your	fishing	game	to	the	next	level.The	first	thing	youll	notice	on	a	baitcaster	is	that	it	sits	on	top	of	the	rod	handle.	It	features	a	semi-enclosed	design,	and	a	much	sturdier
build.	On	top	of	the	drag	mechanism,	which	sits	next	to	the	reel	handle,	the	baitcaster	has	two	additional	components	that	allow	for	extra	performance	and	customization.These	are	the	spool	tension	knob,	and	the	braking	system.	In	essence,	both	mechanisms	are	used	to	adjust	how	fast	the	line	is	going	out	of	the	reel.Why	is	this	important?	Well,	first,
you	get	to	throw	the	line	exactly	as	far	as	you	need	to.	Second,	you	can	prevent	the	spool	from	turning	faster	than	the	line	is	going	out.	If	this	does	happen,	you	get	whats	called	a	birds	nest.	And	yes,	that	looks	exactly	like	it	sounds.Baitcasting	reels	dont	have	a	bail,	so	to	stop	the	line	from	spooling,	you	actually	press	your	thumb	against	the	spool.	You
can	do	this	as	the	line	is	in	mid-flight	if	you	need	to,	and	that	allows	for	more	precise	casts.	Once	the	bait	hits	the	spot,	you	just	press	a	clip	to	lock	the	line,	and	youre	good	to	go.Nerd	fact:	Baitcaster	rod	guides	are	a	lot	smaller	than	the	ones	on	a	spinning	setup.	This	is	because	baitcasting	reels	release	the	line	in	a	straight	path.	On	a	spinning	reel,
the	line	goes	out	in	a	circular	motion,	and	that	requires	more	space.Baitcasting	reels	are	the	most	powerful	fishing	reels,	hands	down.	They	can	handle	heavy	lines	and	produce	a	lot	of	pulling	power,	making	them	a	great	option	when	youre	chasing	larger	fish.	Baitcasters	also	allow	you	to	feel	the	line	as	its	going	out,	so	you	can	stop	it	exactly	when
you	need	to.Last	but	not	least,	baitcasters	are	highly	customizable.	Whether	youre	pulling	out	bottomfish	from	heavy	cover,	or	doing	dropshots	for	Bass,	this	reel	can	do	it	all.One	tricky	thing	about	using	the	baitcaster	is	that	different	weights	of	lures	demand	different	settings	for	the	spool	tension	and	braking	system.	That	means	that	you	have	to
adjust	the	settings	every	time	you	change	your	lure.	They	take	a	little	time	to	get	used	to,	so	theyre	not	the	best	option	if	youre	just	starting	out.Another	drawback	is	the	price.	Ranging	anywhere	from	$100	to	$500	for	a	quality	setup,	baitcasters	are	the	most	expensive	fishing	reels	youll	find.	But	theres	a	reason	why	A-listers	like	Abu	Garcia
Ambassadeur	C3	Classic	Round	Baitcast	Reel	are	so	popular	they	make	up	for	their	price	in	performance,	you	just	need	to	know	if	theyre	the	right	choice	for	you.The	three	types	of	fishing	reels	we	covered	might	serve	a	similar	purpose,	but	as	you	just	saw,	they	are	very	different.	In	case	youre	still	unsure	which	of	these	is	the	best	choice	for	you,
weve	digested	all	this	info	into	one	simple	infographic.Fishing	reels	come	in	a	variety	of	shapes	and	sizes.	Each	of	the	three	reel	types	we	explored	offers	its	own	set	of	models	and	designs,	leaving	you	almost	spoiled	for	choice.	One	reel	wont	catch	you	all	the	fish	in	the	sea,	however.Depending	on	the	type	of	angler	you	are,	what	kind	of	fishing	youre
into,	and	your	budget,	choosing	the	right	type	of	fishing	reel	is	up	to	you.	Hopefully,	this	guide	has	made	the	decision	a	little	easier.And	now,	lets	hear	it	from	you.	Whats	your	favorite	type	of	fishing	reel?	Any	other	reels	you	think	we	should	have	mentioned?	Let	us	know	in	the	comments	below.This	article	contains	affiliate	links	(theyre	bolded)	and	if
you	use	them	to	buy	your	fishing	gear,	FishingBooker	may	earn	a	small	commission.	Thanks!	In	this	article,	we	are	going	to	explain	the	four	main	types	of	fishing	reels,	their	pros	and	cons,	and	what	they	are	best	used	for.	We	also	include	some	info	about	the	main	brands	of	fishing	reels	on	the	market,	including	reviews	and	other	details.	There	are
four	main	types	of	reels	used	for	most	fishing	situations:	spinning	reels,	baitcasting	reels,	spincast	reels,	and	fly	fishing	reels.	We	are	going	to	explain	the	basics	of	each	of	these	reel	types	and	their	advantages	and	disadvantages.	Spinning	reels	are	the	most	popular	choice	of	reel	among	anglers.	Spinning	reels	have	a	stationary	(when	winding)	spool
with	a	rotating	bail	arm	that	lays	the	line	onto	the	spool	as	you	crank	the	handle.	The	drag	on	the	reel	is	adjusted	with	a	knob	at	the	front	of	the	spool	that	applies	braking	when	the	spool	begins	to	rotate	to	release	line.	The	more	tension	you	wind	on	with	the	knob,	the	more	force	is	required	to	release	fishing	line.	Spinning	reels	are	easy	to	use	just
pinch	the	line,	flip	the	bail,	cast,	and	release.	They	are	also	durable,	dependable,	and	dont	require	much	maintenance.	Spinning	reels	come	in	a	range	of	sizes	from	ultralight	1000	size	models	to	10,000	plus	game	reels.	See	our	article	on	spinning	reel	sizes	for	a	full	explanation,	along	with	tips	on	what	sized	reel	suits	particular	fish	species.	Spinning
reels	work	well	spooled	with	all	types	of	lines:	mono,	fluorocarbon,	and	braided	line.	Affordable	Simpler	to	use	than	casting	reels	Low	maintenanceNot	as	accurate	for	casting;	cant	thumb	the	spool	like	a	baitcaster	Drag	and	winching	power	less	than	a	baitcaster	Line	twist	can	be	an	issue	A	baitcasting	reel	is	a	great	weapon	in	the	hands	of	a	skilled
angler.	He	or	she	can	punch	out	quick,	accurate	casts	with	one	hand	and	stop	the	lure	right	on	target	to	fish	a	variety	of	structures.	And	thanks	to	the	baitcasters	cranking	power	and	strong	drag,	the	fish	are	less	likely	to	get	away.	With	a	baitcasting	reel,	the	spool	lies	on	an	axis	perpendicular	to	the	fishing	rod	so	that	when	you	reel	it,	the	rotating
spool	picks	up	the	line	directly.	There	is	a	line	guide	that	slides	back	and	forth	to	ensure	even	distribution	of	the	line	on	the	spool	of	the	baitcast	reel.	As	well	as	being	more	accurate,	if	you	are	casting	heavier	lures,	casting	reels	can	also	make	longer	casts	than	spinning	reels.	The	advent	of	the	low-profile	baitcaster	has	made	this	type	of	reel	a	popular
choice	for	freshwater	gamefish	as	well	as	in	the	salt.	Baitcasting	reels	come	in	a	variety	of	sizes,	from	ultralight	models	suitable	for	stream	fishing	right	up	to	surf	reels	and	overhead	big	game	reels.	The	main	drawback	to	baitcasting	reels	is	they	are	a	little	harder	to	operate	than	a	spinning	reel	and	are	suited	to	experienced	anglers.	If	you	dont	have
the	right	technique,	you	will	get	birds	nests	(tangles)	due	to	spool	overruns,	even	with	the	best	mechanical	or	magnetic	braking	systems.	The	casting	technique	with	a	baitcaster	involves	using	your	casting	hand	thumb	on	the	spool	and	releasing	it	during	the	cast	but	keeping	it	close	to	the	spool	to	apply	a	light	touch	at	the	end	of	the	cast	to	stop	the
spool	(which	is	spinning	rapidly	at	this	time)	to	overrun	when	the	lure	has	touched	down.	Thats	what	generates	the	infamous	birds	nest.	Accurate;	ability	to	thumb	the	spool	Long	casting	with	heavy	lures	Heavy	cranking	power	and	dragMore	expensive	than	spinning	reels	Harder	to	use	than	other	fishing	reels	Can	get	birds	nests	RELATED	POSTS:
More	on	Baitcasting	Reels	Spincast	fishing	reels	are	cheap,	effective,	and	easy	to	use	for	chasing	panfish	such	as	crappie	and	bluegill	and	smaller	game	fish	such	as	trout.	They	are	a	great	option	for	kids	or	beginners	getting	into	fishing.	Like	a	spinning	reel,	a	spincast	reel	has	a	spool	that	rotates	on	an	axis	that	is	parallel	to	the	fishing	rod.	But	unlike
the	open-faced	spinning	reel,	it	has	a	cover	that	slips	over	the	spool	and	no	bail	arm.	To	release	the	line	when	casting,	the	spincast	reel	has	a	button	at	the	base	of	the	reel	(although	some	have	a	lever	at	the	front).	See	here	for	our	top	picks	for	trigger	spin	reels.	They	can	be	cast	one	hand	like	a	baitcaster	and	are	relatively	simple	to	operate	with	no
risk	of	overruns.	While	cheap	and	easy	to	use,	spincast	reels	are	not	great	for	chasing	fish	that	can	pull	some	line	and	wont	pack	enough	punch	for	bass	fishing,	larger	trout,	and	walleye	or	another	larger	than	this.	Cheap	Easier	to	use	than	a	casting	reel	or	spinning	reel	Good	for	beginners	and	kidsNot	as	durable	Maintenance	issues	Limited	power
RELATED	POSTS:	Fly	reels	are	simple	larger-arbor	lightweight	reels	that	store	the	fly	line	used	by	fly	fishers.	They	are	mostly	made	of	extruded	aluminum	and	have	various	types	of	drag	systems.	There	is	no	gearing	a	fly	fishing	reel,	and	the	reel	handle	is	attached	straight	to	the	spool,	which	sits	on	an	axle	perpendicular	to	the	fly	rod.	Therefore	for
faster	winding	fly	fishing	reels,	you	have	to	select	a	large	arbor.	Having	a	smooth	drag	can	be	quite	important	on	fly	reels	when	targeting	serious	game	fish,	as	they	are	going	to	strip	line	off	your	reel	as	you	fight	to	keep	the	relatively	small	tippet	used	in	fly	fishing	from	breaking.	Various	cork	felt	and	synthetic	materials	are	used	in	fly	reel	drags	to
provide	this	braking	effect,	and	fly	fishers	also	use	their	long	fly	rods	as	well	as	fly	fishing	reels	to	act	as	a	shock	absorber.	Fly	fishing	reels	are	spooled	with	braided	fishing	line	called	backing	first,	with	the	fly	line	attached	to	this.	That	provides	additional	capacity	to	allow	the	fish	to	run.	Fly	fishermen	know	they	are	on	to	a	decent	fish	when	it	has
taken	them	into	the	backing	of	their	fly	reel.	For	info	on	how	to	spool	a	fly	reel,	check	out	this	video	below.	There	are	a	couple	of	other	types	of	fishing	reels	that	are	used	and	are	worth	discussing.	A	kind	of	supersized	variant	of	the	baitcaster	is	the	overhead	type	reel	used	in	big	game	fishing.	This	type	of	trolling	reel	is	not	used	for	casting	rather,	the
lure	is	hung	out	the	back	of	the	moving	boat	to	tempt	large	game	fish.	These	offshore	reels	have	a	high	fishing	line	capacity	and	low	gearing	to	tip	the	scales	in	the	anglers	favor	in	a	drawn-out	fight	with	a	big	tuna	or	marlin,	or	other	game	fish.	The	other	type	of	fishing	reel	is	the	centerpin	reel	used	in	surf	fishing.	These	very	simple	surf	fishing
centerpin	reels	are	similar	to	a	fly	fishing	reel	in	that	they	have	no	gearing	and	have	a	transverse	axle	that	lies	perpendicular	to	the	fishing	rod.	To	cast	these	surf	fishing	reels,	you	rotate	the	reel	clockwise	on	so	that	the	spool	shifts	90	degrees	allowing	the	fishing	line	to	peel	off	the	centerpin	reel	during	the	cast.	Once	the	cast	is	made,	the	angler	can
rotate	the	centerpin	surf	fishing	reel	back	to	its	normal	position	to	reel	in	the	fishing	line.	Fishing	Reel	Information	and	Comparisons	There	are	numerous	topics	to	consider	when	it	comes	to	fishing	reels,	including	maintenance,	repair,	brands,	how	to	use	them,	and	spool	them	with	line.	Check	below	for	some	more	relevant	articles:	Fishing	Reels
Brands	At	Tackle	Village,	we	are	always	trying	new	gear	and	swapping	thoughts	about	different	reel	brands.	Weve	published	a	lot	of	content	on	the	leading	reel	brands	that	you	can	access	below.	We	hope	this	information	helps	you	choose	between	a	spinning	reel,	casting	reel,	fly	fishing	reel,	and	a	spincast	reel.	Many	experienced	anglers	will	own	one
of	each	of	these	reel	types	to	cater	to	the	full	range	of	fishing	options.	As	we	said,	the	spinning	reel	is	really	the	workhorse	of	the	recreational	fishing	world	and	is	a	great	reel	for	a	wide	variety	of	fishing	situations.	Baitcasting	reels	are	a	better	choice	in	some	of	the	situations	described.	In	the	right	hands,	a	baitcasting	reel	can	be	used	to	make	long,
accurate	casts	with	a	variety	of	different	types	of	lures.	A	baitcasting	reel	also	has	the	cranking	power	to	wind	a	stubborn	fish	out	of	heavy	structure.	And	on	the	other	hand,	the	new	generation	of	high-speed	baitcasting	reels	can	be	used	effectively	for	working	lures	such	as	jerkbaits	and	jigs	that	benefit	from	the	ability	to	crank	quickly	or	wind	up
slack.	This	kind	of	baitcasting	reel	has	a	gear	ratio	equal	to	or	greater	than	the	faster	spinning	reel.	Unless	youre	practicing	a	highly	specialized	type	of	fishing	like	tenkara,	if	you	have	a	fishing	rod,	you	need	a	reel.	And	just	as	there	are	many	types	of	fishing	rods,	there	are	also	several	types	of	fishing	reels.	Today,	were	going	to	discuss	what	makes
these	reels	work	the	way	they	do,	the	best	type	of	fishing	for	each	type	of	reel,	and	why	some	reels	are	easier	to	use	than	others.Fishing	reels	can	be	divided	into	three	major	categories:	Baitcast	reels,	spincast	reels,	and	spinning	reels.	We	also	will	highlight	an	Other	category	Fishing	Reel	Types	ChartType	of	ReelBrief	DescriptionKey	FeaturesSkill
LevelBaitcastingA	technical	reel	with	a	high	line	capacity,	and	a	steep	learning	curve;	good	for	heavy	lines	and	luresPartially	housed,	strong	line	control,	high	line	capacity,	extra	drag	control	mechanismsIntermediate-ExpertSpincastingThe	easiest	reel	to	use,	but	highly	limited	in	line	capacity	and	casting	distanceCompletely	encased	in	a	housing,	uses
a	button	to	control	line	releaseBeginner/Casual	useSpinningAn	all-around	reel	type	with	lots	of	versatility	and	good	casting	controlOpen	construction,	uses	a	metal	bail	to	control	line	spoolingBeginner-Expert	Anatomy	of	a	Fishing	ReelBefore	we	talk	in	detail	about	the	types	of	reels,	we	should	address	some	of	the	terminology	used	in	describing	them.
These	are	the	key	parts	of	a	reel,	and	will	be	helpful	to	know	while	youre	reel	shopping.Bail:	The	bail	is	a	metal	arm	(usually	arc-shaped)	that	flips	open	or	closed	and	guides	the	line	onto	or	off	the	spool	during	casting	or	retrieval.	Only	spinning	reels	have	a	bail.Drag	Knob:	This	knob	(or	dial)	is	located	on	the	reel	frame.	It	lets	you	fine-tune	the	amount
of	resistance	applied	by	the	drag	system.Drag	System:	The	drag	system	allows	you	to	apply	controlled	resistance	to	the	pull	of	a	fish	while	youre	fighting	it.	This	prevents	line	breakage	and	helps	tire	the	fish	out	gradually.	The	drag	system	itself	is	usually	controlled	by	a	lever	(lever	drag	system)	or	a	star-shaped	gear	(star	drag	system).Frame	or	Reel
Body:	The	frame	or	reel	body	is	the	main	structural	component	of	the	reel,	housing	and	supporting	all	the	internal	parts.	Baitcasting	reels	have	a	casing	around	the	frame	that	hides	most	of	it	from	view	while	the	reel	is	in	use.Gear	System:	This	system	transfers	power	from	the	handle	to	the	spool.	You	will	see	the	phrase	gear	ratio	used	when
discussing	a	reels	versatility;	more	on	that	shortly.Handle:	This	is	what	you	crank	when	youre	reeling	in	a	fish.Line	Guide/Line	roller:	This	is	a	small	roller	mounted	on	the	bail	arm	of	a	spinning	reel	that	helps	guide	the	line	and	prevent	snags	during	line	retrieval.Spool:	This	is	the	cylinder	your	line	is	wrapped	around.	What	Does	Gear	Ratio	Mean?A
reels	gear	ratio	refers	to	the	relationship	between	the	number	of	revolutions	made	by	the	reels	spool	and	the	number	of	revolutions	made	by	the	handle	in	a	single	turn.	It	tells	you	about	the	line	retrieval	speed.	It	is	represented	by	a	numerical	value,	such	as	6.2:1.	The	first	number	is	the	number	of	spool	revolutions	per	handle	revolution.	A	gear	ratio
of	6.2:1	means	that	the	spool	will	turn	6.2	times	for	every	one	time	you	turn	the	handle.A	high	gear	ratio	is	around	7.1:1	or	higher.	This	means	that	the	line	retrieval	is	fast.A	low	gear	ratio	is	around	5.4:1	or	lower.	These	reels	retrieve	line	more	slowly,	but	provide	more	cranking	power.A	versatile	or	medium	gear	ratio	is	around	6.1:1-6.4:1,	and	can
handle	a	wide	range	of	applications.	If	youre	new	to	fishing,	look	for	a	mid-level	gear	ratio,	which	will	be	helpful	in	most	situations.	Baitcast	ReelsBaitcast	reels	are	beloved	by	experienced	anglers	for	their	accuracy,	control,	and	versatility.	Youll	see	this	type	of	reel	used	in	both	freshwater	and	saltwater	fishing,	especially	for	big	fish.	These	reels	can
handle	heavy	lines	and	lures,	and	are	great	for	precise	casting.	DesignThe	design	of	a	baitcast	reel	sees	the	spool	unravel	parallel	to	the	rod.	Unlike	spinning	reels,	where	the	spool	is	fixed	and	the	line	is	released	by	the	bail,	baitcasting	reels	use	a	revolving	spool	that	rotates	as	the	line	flies	during	the	cast.	The	line	is	released	by	hand,	using	your
thumb	to	control	the	spools	rotation	speed.Baitcast	reels	are	semi-enclosed	and	have	a	sturdier	build	than	spinning	reels.	There	are	several	additional	mechanisms	attached	to	this	reel,	too.	Baitcast	reels	feature	a	spool	tension	knob	and	braking	system,	and	may	also	feature	a	thumb	lever.	The	tension	knob	and	braking	system	let	you	adjust	how	fast
the	line	goes	out	of	the	reel,	while	the	thumb	lever	lets	you	control	the	spools	rotation	speed.	If	it	doesnt	have	a	thumb	lever,	youll	just	put	your	thumb	directly	on	the	line.The	spool	rotation	does	two	major	things.	First,	it	makes	it	less	likely	that	the	line	will	tangle	as	it	is	retrieved.	This	does	require	a	bit	of	a	learning	curve	as	you	start	to	learn	this
reel,	you	will	likely	encounter	some	tangling.	This	is	called	backlash,	and	it	is	the	most	challenging	part	of	using	a	baitcaster.Secondly,	the	rotation	increases	casting	distance.	This	allows	for	more	control	over	your	casting	distance	and	location,	making	this	a	great	reel	for	use	in	weedy	waters	or	near	shorelines.	Casting	TipsOne	of	the	key	things	to
learn	about	casting	with	this	type	of	reel	is	learning	how	to	prevent	the	spool	from	turning	faster	than	the	line	is	going	out.	If	the	spool	starts	turning	faster	than	the	line,	you	get	a	snarled	tangle	known	as	a	birds	nest.Since	baitcasters	dont	have	a	bail,	you	will	press	your	thumb	against	the	spool,	even	if	the	line	is	in	mid-flight.	Once	youve	made	your
cast	and	the	bait	hits	the	spot,	you	press	a	clip	to	lock	the	line.	Best	UsesBaitcasting	reels	are	challenging	to	use;	theyre	best	for	fishers	with	at	least	intermediate	experience.	Some	of	their	best	uses	include:Big	game	fishingCrankbait	fishingFlipping	and	pitchingHeavy	cover	fishing	Pros	and	Cons	of	Baitcast	ReelsPros:Accurate	aimingPrecise
controlCan	handle	heavy	fishing	line	and	luresLots	of	power	and	torqueVersatile,	can	be	used	for	lots	of	different	types	of	fishingCons:Difficult	to	masterEasy	to	tangle	unless	you	know	what	youre	doingRequires	more	maintenance	than	other	types	of	reelsOften	more	expensive	than	other	types	of	reelsSee	examples	of	baitcast	reels	on	Amazon
Spincast	ReelsSpincast	/	Casting	RodSpincast	reels	are	simple	and	easy	to	use.	Their	design	is	basic,	and	they	are	extremely	cheap.	You	can	pick	up	a	decent	spincast	reel	for	around	$20-$30	at	many	shops.	DesignSpincast	reels	feature	a	metal	or	plastic	housing	that	hides	the	components	of	the	reel.	On	the	back,	theres	a	button	that	switches	the	reel
between	locked	and	freely	turning.	These	reels	typically	come	with	a	pre-spooled	line.These	reels	may	have	a	drag	adjustment	mechanism,	although	the	most	inexpensive	or	basic	ones	dont	always	have	one.	If	it	does,	the	drag	mechanism	is	usually	on	the	side	of	the	reel,	next	to	the	handle.	Casting	TipsIts	very	easy	to	cast	with	a	spincast	reel.	All	you
need	to	do	is	press	the	button,	swing,	and	release.	To	stop	the	line,	press	the	button	one	more	time.	Its	not	the	most	precise	cast,	but	its	easy	and	doesnt	have	much	of	a	learning	curve.	Best	UsesSpincast	reels	cant	handle	particularly	large	or	strong	fish	they	just	arent	robust	enough	for	this	type	of	fishing.	If	you	want	to	use	a	spincast	reel,	here	are
the	best	types	of	fishing	for	its	use:Bank	or	dock	fishingLight	tackle	fishingPanfish	fishing	Pros	and	Cons	of	Spincast	ReelsPros:Budget	friendlyEasy	to	useGreat	for	beginnersReduced	line	tanglingCons:Limited	casting	distanceLimited	drag	systemNot	the	most	durableSmall	line	capacity	See	examples	of	spincast	reels	on	Amazon	Spinning	Reels
Spinning	reels	might	be	the	most	popular	type	of	fishing	reel.	Their	open-face	design	makes	them	easy	to	use	and	maintain,	and	they	are	quite	versatile.	DesignSpinning	reels	have	a	fixed,	open	spool.	The	line	is	guided	onto	the	spool	by	the	bail	arm,	which	is	a	curved	rod	that	flips	over	the	spool	to	secure	the	line	during	retrieval.	Their	drag	system
applies	pressure	to	the	spool	to	control	the	resistance	as	you	fight	with	the	fish.	They	mount	underneath	your	rod,	which	is	a	very	comfortable	position.The	bail	design	means	that	these	reels	are	particularly	easy	to	use	for	both	casting	and	shorter	line	releases.	By	releasing	the	bail,	you	can	hold	your	line	against	the	rod	with	a	finger	and	either	cast	or
simply	drop	the	line	to	the	bottom	for	jigging.	Casting	TipsCasting	with	a	spinning	reel	requires	you	to	release	the	bail	and	press	the	line	against	the	rod	with	your	index	finger.	From	there,	just	swing	the	rod	and	release	about	halfway	through	the	motion.To	avoid	tangles,	reengage	the	bail.	Usually	the	bail	is	designed	to	reengage	as	soon	as	you	start
spinning	the	handle	but	that	first	spin	can	cause	the	line	to	miss	the	spool	and	start	a	tangle.	So	to	avoid	that,	just	flip	the	bail	back	as	soon	as	you	cast.	Best	UsesSome	of	the	best	uses	for	spinning	reels	include:Bass	fishingCastingJiggingMost	freshwater	fishing	applicationsTrolling	Pros	and	Cons	of	Spinning	ReelsPros:Versatile,	great	for	many	types
of	fishingWork	equally	well	with	lure	and	small	baitGood	casting	distanceBudget-friendly;	quality	models	range	from	$50-$150Smooth	drag	systemLightweight	Cons:Limited	to	light-to-midweight	tackle	and	gearPerformance	drops	sharply	with	heavy	linesEasy	to	get	tangled	linesProne	to	line	twist,	which	requires	good	line	management	See	examples
of	spinning	reels	on	Amazon	Other	Types	of	ReelsOutside	of	the	four	major	types	of	reels,	there	are	also	additional	specialized	types	of	reels.	These	reels	are	typically	designed	for	specific	types	of	fishing.	Baitrunner	ReelsThis	is	a	type	of	spinning	reel	designed	for	live	bait.	They	have	a	secondary	drag	system	that	allows	the	line	to	be	released	with
minimal	resistance	when	a	fish	takes	the	bait.	This	lets	the	fish	grab	the	bait	and	swim	for	a	little	bit	before	the	angler	engages	the	main	drag	system	to	set	the	hook.	Centerpin	ReelsCenterpin	Fly	Fishing	ReelYoull	often	see	these	reels	with	their	British	spelling,	centrepin,	because	they	are	a	popular	fly	reel	on	Britains	chalk	streams.	This	type	of	reel
is	almost	always	exclusively	used	in	fly	fishing	and	allows	tight	line	control	and	delicate	presentations.	Fly	ReelsFly	reels	are,	you	guessed	it,	fly	fishing	equipment.	Similar	to	centerpin	reels,	these	reels	offer	good	line	control.	They	are	often	matched	to	specific	fly	line	lengths	and	weights.	Surfcasting	ReelsSurfcasting	reels	are	designed	for	long-
distance	casting	from	the	shore,	primarily	used	in	surf	fishing.	They	have	huge	spools	and	robust	construction	to	deal	with	the	heavy	sinkers	and	rough	water	conditions	found	in	surf	fishing.	These	reels	are	often	quite	heavy,	and	can	stand	up	to	saltwater,	so	theyre	often	quite	cumbersome	for	many	other	fishing	applications.	Trolling	ReelsTrolling
reels	are	basically	just	heavy	baitcast	reels.	They	have	a	greater	line	capacity	and	a	higher	drag	pressure.	These	reels	are	often	used	by	anglers	seeking	bigger	fish	because	they	frequently	have	two	speeds:	a	fast	speed	for	bringing	in	line,	and	a	lower	speed	for	more	power	while	fighting	a	fish.	The	Best	Reels	for	BeginnersFishing	equipment	can	be
expensive.	For	people	who	love	fishing,	its	an	investment	into	their	hobby.	But	if	youve	never	gone	fishing	before,	it	can	be	a	challenge	to	figure	out	what	equipment	to	get.	That	being	said,	budget	gear	can	easily	be	found	online,	or	at	your	local	stores.One	way	to	make	this	choice	easier	is	to	ask	around	at	sporting	goods	stores	and	bait	shops.	Some
outdoor	expos	and	conventions	will	let	you	try	out	equipment	at	events	and	talk	to	experts	about	what	equipment	is	right	for	you.	Fishing	equipment	rentals	also	exist,	although	the	quality	here	can	vary	widely.	You	can	often	rent	equipment	at	beaches	or	on	public	fishing	piers.	There	are	also	online	rental	services	for	higher	quality	fishing	gear	or
more	specialized	equipment,	like	Rent	this	Rod	for	fly	fishing	equipment.But	even	with	rentals,	you	still	have	to	make	a	choice	about	what	type	of	gear	to	rent.	So	how	do	these	reel	types	work	for	beginners?Well	start	by	saying	that	baitcasters	arent	for	beginners.	Compared	to	spinning	reels,	a	baitcast	reel	is	more	challenging	and	has	a	steeper
learning	curve.	They	are	awesome	to	use	if	you	know	what	youre	doing	so	learn	about	line	control	and	casting	techniques,	and	then	come	back	to	this	reel.Spincast	reels	are	often	recommended	for	beginners.	They	are	the	easiest	type	of	reel	to	use	but	you	sacrifice	distance	and	accuracy	for	that	ease.	You	will	reach	the	upper	limit	of	what	a	spincast
reel	can	do	very	quickly.Spinning	reels	are	easier	to	use	than	baitcast	reels.	They	have	more	of	a	learning	curve	than	spincast	reels,	but	they	are	much	more	versatile	and	flexible	for	different	types	of	fishing.	You	can	go	further	and	catch	more	types	of	fish	with	a	spinning	reel.If	youre	serious	about	fishing,	a	spinning	reel	is	honestly	better	to	learn
with	than	a	spincaster.	Once	you	learn	about	line	management	and	how	to	cast,	you	wont	be	as	limited	as	you	would	be	with	a	spincast	reel.	Reels	for	KidsIf	youre	teaching	a	kid	how	to	fish,	spincasting	reels	are	almost	always	the	way	to	go.	They	require	the	least	amount	of	technical	skill	to	use,	and	theyre	easier	for	little	hands.You	can	often	find
character-branded	fishing	poles	for	kids	that	use	very	basic	spincast	reels.	While	these	kits	arent	always	the	most	durable,	they	are	fun	for	kids.	Theyre	a	great	way	to	gauge	a	kids	interest	in	fishing	and	are	just	the	right	size	for	their	first	summer	in	the	boat	or	on	the	dock.	Once	theyre	a	little	older	and	dont	need	as	much	help	with	line	management,
then	they	can	level	up	to	a	spinning	reelWhats	your	favorite	type	of	fishing	reel?	Whether	youre	a	weekend	warrior	who	loves	the	simplicity	of	a	spincaster,	or	a	bassmaster	who	loves	their	baitcaster,	theres	a	fishing	reel	out	there	for	every	type	of	angler.	Max	DesMarais	Max	DesMarais	is	the	founder	of	myoutdoorbasecamp.com.	He	has	a	passion	for
the	outdoors	and	making	outdoor	education	and	adventure	more	accessible.	Max	is	a	published	author	for	various	outdoor	adventure,	travel,	and	marketing	websites.	He	is	an	experienced	hiker,	backpacker,	fly	fisherman,	backcountry	skier,	trail	runner,	and	spends	his	free	time	in	the	outdoors.	These	adventures	allow	him	to	test	gear,	learn	new
skills,	and	experience	new	places	so	that	he	can	educate	others.	Max	grew	up	hiking	all	around	New	Hampshire	and	New	England.	He	became	obsessed	with	the	New	Hampshire	mountains,	and	the	NH	48,	where	he	guided	hikes	and	trail	runs	in	the	White	Mountains.	Since	moving	out	west,	Max	has	continued	climbed	all	of	the	Colorado	14ers,	is
always	testing	gear,	learning	skills,	gaining	experience,	and	building	his	endurance	for	outdoor	sports.	You	can	read	more	about	his	experience	here:	hikingandfishing/about	Apr	7,	2025	|	7	minute	read	Reading	Time:	7	minutesAffiliate	Link	DisclaimerIf	youre	new	to	angling,	the	various	types	of	fishing	reels	on	offer	can	be	confusing.	But	dont	be
surprised	choosing	the	right	reel	is	a	dilemma	as	old	as	the	hills.	As	any	angler	will	tell	you,	knowing	the	pros	and	cons	of	each	type	of	reel	can	make	or	break	your	day	on	the	water.	Thankfully,	things	are	a	lot	easier	than	they	might	seem,	and	today,	youre	going	to	learn	how	to	choose	your	own.A	few	questions	come	into	play	when	choosing	the	right
fishing	reel.	Number	one,	what	style	of	fishing	is	it	best	suited	for?	Two,	how	easy	is	it	to	operate?	How	long	will	it	last?	And	whats	the	price?As	we	cover	the	most	important	types	of	fishing	reels,	well	cover	all	of	these	questions	and	more.	By	the	time	youre	finished	reading,	youll	know	exactly	what	you	need	to	bring	em	in!The	spincast	reel	is	by	far
the	simplest	modern	fishing	reel	out	there.	With	its	basic	design,	this	guy	is	ideal	for	beginners	or	anglers	on	a	budget.	You	dont	see	them	a	lot	these	days,	but	a	few	decades	ago,	spincast	reels	used	to	be	all	the	rage.Spincasters	feature	a	metal	nose	cone,	which	hides	all	the	important	components	of	the	reel.	On	the	back,	theres	a	button	which	serves
to	toggle	the	line	between	free-spool	and	locked.Last	but	not	least,	spincast	reels	have	a	drag	adjustment	mechanism.	This	mechanism	essentially	allows	you	to	adjust	how	much	resistance	a	fish	feels	when	pulling	on	your	line.	On	a	spincast,	the	drag	is	usually	on	the	side	of	the	reel,	or	next	to	the	reel	handle.Casting	with	a	spincast	reel	couldnt	be
simpler.	All	you	need	to	do	is	press	the	spool	control	button,	take	your	swing,	and	release.	Once	you	release	the	button,	the	line	will	fly	out	to	where	your	rod	tip	is	pointing.	When	youre	ready	to	stop	the	line,	just	press	the	button	one	more	time.	Easy-peasy.Two	main	advantages	to	using	a	spincast	reel	is	that	theyre	dead	simple	to	operate	and	that
they	rarely	cause	line	tangles.	On	top	of	that,	theyre	the	cheapest	type	of	fishing	reel	out	there.	You	can	pick	up	a	spincast	reel	for	as	little	as	$20	nowadays.Spincasters	have	something	of	an	x-factor,	too.	These	reels	are	probably	what	your	average	middle-aged	angler	used	to	start	their	fishing	career	on,	so	you	can	bet	it	holds	a	dear	spot	in	their
hearts!Spincast	reels	might	be	cheap	and	simple	to	operate,	but	they	do	come	with	a	few	downsides.Number	one,	their	closed-face	design	tends	to	keep	water	and	debris	inside	the	reel,	which	can	damage	it	over	time.	Number	two,	most	spincasters	arent	that	well-made,	and	will	rarely	last	you	longer	than	a	single	season.	Three,	and	probably	most
important,	spincasters	have	limited	casting	range,	and	arent	as	precise	as	other	reel	types.The	spinning	reel	is	arguably	the	most	popular	type	of	fishing	reel	in	existence.	Its	a	tad	more	complicated	to	use	than	the	spincast,	but	a	lot	more	efficient	and	durable.	Beginners	have	no	trouble	using	it,	and	theres	a	whole	army	of	experienced	anglers	that
wont	fish	without	it.Unlike	the	spincast	reel,	the	spinning	reel	boasts	an	open-face	design,	with	the	drag	adjustment	on	top.	It	comes	with	a	metal	bail,	whose	purpose	is	to	lock	the	line	and	prevent	it	from	unspooling.	The	bail	is	also	important	because	it	guides	the	line	back	evenly	onto	the	spool.	But	more	on	that	in	a	second.Spinning	reels	are	unique
in	that	they	attach	to	the	rod	from	below.	This	not	only	provides	a	natural	holding	position,	it	also	gives	you	a	nice	balance	when	casting.	Speaking	of,	casting	with	a	spinning	reel	is	super	easy!To	cast	with	a	spinning	reel,	you	just	disengage	the	bail,	and	squeeze	the	line	against	the	rod	with	your	index	finger	to	prevent	it	from	unspooling.	Next,	swing
your	rod	from	the	side	or	overhead.	As	you	do,	release	your	index	finger	around	halfway	through	the	motion.	Aim	the	tip	of	the	rod	where	you	want	the	bait	to	land,	and	voila!One	thing	a	lot	of	people	get	wrong	with	the	spinning	reel	is	reengaging	the	bail	after	the	cast.	Most	spinning	reels	close	the	bail	automatically	after	you	start	reeling.	Thing	is,



that	first	spin	can	often	cause	the	line	to	miss	the	spool,	resulting	in	a	tangle.	When	you	throw	the	line	out,	always	make	sure	to	put	the	bail	back	in	its	starting	position	by	hand.Spinning	reels	are	an	immensely	capable	piece	of	fishing	equipment.	They	work	equally	well	with	lures	and	smaller	baits,	and	are	a	good	choice	for	a	number	of	species	and
habitats.	Combined	with	thin,	powerful	braided	lines,	they	can	produce	some	serious	pulling	power,	too.Once	you	get	the	hang	of	them,	spinning	reels	will	allow	you	to	achieve	impressive	casting	distances.	With	prices	ranging	from	$50	to	$150	for	a	quality	model,	they	are	the	golden	middle	for	most	anglers.Spinners	may	be	a	great	all-around	option,
but	theyre	not	all	sunshine	and	rainbows.	If	youre	not	careful	with	handling	the	bail,	you	can	easily	get	nasty	line	twists	and	tangles.	The	other	drawback	is	that	youre	limited	to	lighter	gear.	And	once	you	start	loading	spinners	with	heavier	lures	and	lines,	their	performance	starts	to	drop	pretty	noticeably.The	baitcaster	is	arguably	the	most	advanced
type	of	fishing	reel.	Often	used	by	experienced	anglers	and	fishing	pros,	this	reel	is	unmatched	in	both	power	and	precision.Baitcasting	reels	have	a	lot	more	moving	parts	than	the	spincast	or	the	spinning	reel.	As	a	result,	they	come	with	a	learning	curve,	but	mastering	them	ultimately	takes	your	fishing	game	to	the	next	level.The	first	thing	youll
notice	on	a	baitcaster	is	that	it	sits	on	top	of	the	rod	handle.	It	features	a	semi-enclosed	design,	and	a	much	sturdier	build.	On	top	of	the	drag	mechanism,	which	sits	next	to	the	reel	handle,	the	baitcaster	has	two	additional	components	that	allow	for	extra	performance	and	customization.These	are	the	spool	tension	knob,	and	the	braking	system.	In
essence,	both	mechanisms	are	used	to	adjust	how	fast	the	line	is	going	out	of	the	reel.Why	is	this	important?	Well,	first,	you	get	to	throw	the	line	exactly	as	far	as	you	need	to.	Second,	you	can	prevent	the	spool	from	turning	faster	than	the	line	is	going	out.	If	this	does	happen,	you	get	whats	called	a	birds	nest.	And	yes,	that	looks	exactly	like	it
sounds.Baitcasting	reels	dont	have	a	bail,	so	to	stop	the	line	from	spooling,	you	actually	press	your	thumb	against	the	spool.	You	can	do	this	as	the	line	is	in	mid-flight	if	you	need	to,	and	that	allows	for	more	precise	casts.	Once	the	bait	hits	the	spot,	you	just	press	a	clip	to	lock	the	line,	and	youre	good	to	go.Nerd	fact:	Baitcaster	rod	guides	are	a	lot
smaller	than	the	ones	on	a	spinning	setup.	This	is	because	baitcasting	reels	release	the	line	in	a	straight	path.	On	a	spinning	reel,	the	line	goes	out	in	a	circular	motion,	and	that	requires	more	space.Baitcasting	reels	are	the	most	powerful	fishing	reels,	hands	down.	They	can	handle	heavy	lines	and	produce	a	lot	of	pulling	power,	making	them	a	great
option	when	youre	chasing	larger	fish.	Baitcasters	also	allow	you	to	feel	the	line	as	its	going	out,	so	you	can	stop	it	exactly	when	you	need	to.Last	but	not	least,	baitcasters	are	highly	customizable.	Whether	youre	pulling	out	bottomfish	from	heavy	cover,	or	doing	dropshots	for	Bass,	this	reel	can	do	it	all.One	tricky	thing	about	using	the	baitcaster	is
that	different	weights	of	lures	demand	different	settings	for	the	spool	tension	and	braking	system.	That	means	that	you	have	to	adjust	the	settings	every	time	you	change	your	lure.	They	take	a	little	time	to	get	used	to,	so	theyre	not	the	best	option	if	youre	just	starting	out.Another	drawback	is	the	price.	Ranging	anywhere	from	$100	to	$500	for	a
quality	setup,	baitcasters	are	the	most	expensive	fishing	reels	youll	find.	But	theres	a	reason	why	A-listers	like	Abu	Garcia	Ambassadeur	C3	Classic	Round	Baitcast	Reel	are	so	popular	they	make	up	for	their	price	in	performance,	you	just	need	to	know	if	theyre	the	right	choice	for	you.The	three	types	of	fishing	reels	we	covered	might	serve	a	similar
purpose,	but	as	you	just	saw,	they	are	very	different.	In	case	youre	still	unsure	which	of	these	is	the	best	choice	for	you,	weve	digested	all	this	info	into	one	simple	infographic.Fishing	reels	come	in	a	variety	of	shapes	and	sizes.	Each	of	the	three	reel	types	we	explored	offers	its	own	set	of	models	and	designs,	leaving	you	almost	spoiled	for	choice.	One
reel	wont	catch	you	all	the	fish	in	the	sea,	however.Depending	on	the	type	of	angler	you	are,	what	kind	of	fishing	youre	into,	and	your	budget,	choosing	the	right	type	of	fishing	reel	is	up	to	you.	Hopefully,	this	guide	has	made	the	decision	a	little	easier.And	now,	lets	hear	it	from	you.	Whats	your	favorite	type	of	fishing	reel?	Any	other	reels	you	think	we
should	have	mentioned?	Let	us	know	in	the	comments	below.This	article	contains	affiliate	links	(theyre	bolded)	and	if	you	use	them	to	buy	your	fishing	gear,	FishingBooker	may	earn	a	small	commission.	Thanks!	
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