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2011 (1) July 2011 (2) June 2011 (2) May 2011 (2) March 2011 (4) February 2011 (1) October 2010 (2) September 2010 (6) August 2010 (1) February 2010 (1) Casting molten aluminum into anthills is definitely not an original idea, but I still wanted to try it. When you normally cast aluminum into sand with a foam mold, the most exciting
moment is when you first pull it out and see if it worked or not. When doing this with anthills, it is even more exciting. If you use a foam mold, you know generally what the finished piece will look like, but with ants, you have absolutely no idea of what will come out of the ground. When I came across a large opening for an anthill in our driveway, I had
to give it a go.If you like this instructable, please consider voting for it in the metal contest!Before you can even begin, you have to locate a large anthill. I have tried to cast the little tiny hills that pop up on sidewalks and roads, but have never had success in casting them. My guess is that the tiny hole fills up with sand before the aluminum can enter,
or the surface tension of the metal is too high to allow it to flow. Don't get discouraged if you can find one right away. I just kept my eye out for a while, and eventually found one that was perfect.After you have located the colony, it is a good idea to build up the sides a little bit. When you fill up the anthill, you need to have head pressure or the metal
won't flow down as far as it should go. To achieve this pressure, a reservoir of aluminum needs to sit above and keep force on the molten metal. If the sides aren't built up to make a dam, it just spills out and you get a 1,221°F mess to clean up. To avoid this, I used sand taken from the Mississippi river and formed a bowl shape with the entrance hole
in the center. Make sure to not spill any sand down into the hole.That dam serves another purpose once the aluminum is cooled off. You can flip the entire structure over and you have a solid base to hold it on.When your anthill is prepped, you can start on the forge. My "forge" isn't really a forge at all. It consists of a couple fire bricks arranged in a
semi-circle with a furnace blower aimed at the opening. I have used normal bricks in the past, and they do work but all end up cracking from the heat. The forge runs on scrap wood. It would be much better if I used charcoal or coal, but scrap wood is free, and works well enough with enough air supply.For the aluminum supply, I find reusing old soda
cans works very good. You can use scrap aluminum, but it is more difficult to melt, and the pop cans melt within seconds. You will need a decent amount, and they can be easily found at recycling centers or even picked up on the side of the road.Importantly, don't forget the necessary safety equipment (fire extinguisher, welding gloves and apron, face
shield, tongs, etc.)Make sure to have everything you need to completely finish the process, because once you light the forge, things move along really fast, and you often don't have time to run inside and grab more suppliesAfter you light the forge, you can start to blow more air into the fire. The rate of which the air is supplied really determines how
hot the fire is. You have to be careful though, you cannot move the fan too close or you could risk blowing coals out of the forge. After the first couple of cans are melted, things move along faster. The aluminum that is already molten surrounds the new cans and heats them up much quicker. Keep melting more until you are sure you have twice as
much as you need. When I pour the aluminum, I find that I always could have a little more, so it is better to be on the safe side. You don't really know how big the anthill is, so it is better to have too much instead of too little.Be gentle when pouring. It is easy to knock a rock or a bunch of sand into the hole, clogging it up.After you let the casting cool
for a long while, the fun part can begin. I actually let mine sit for only an hour or so, and while digging it up, still felt the intense heat. The dirt surrounding the casting insulates the aluminum, causing it to stay hotter for a longer period of time. Be cautious when pulling it out of the ground, you can break off little chunks (I accidentally did).After the
casting is out, pour water on it to cool it down and clean out the dirt and rocks.After the piece is removed from the ground, you could stop right there. I wanted a nicer base to sit on, so I decided to build a custom one. The casting came out with a longer oval shape, so I drew a suitable shape onto a piece of 1/2 inch red oak. You can easily draw ovals
similar to mine by securing two nails a distance from each other, and using a loose loop of string strung in between them. Once the shape was drawn, I used my cheap not-very-good bandsaw to it out.I knocked off the edges with a chamfering bit in the router. Also, I drilled a small hole and pounded in a little aluminum rod to help support the weight
of the casting.I finished the base with two coats of water-based varnish. After the first coat dries, I sanded it with fine steel wool and brushed on the second coat.I attached the casting to the base with glue. The bottom of the base wasn't flat, so I needed a glue that would foam to fill the gaps. I really hate using it, but I resorted to Gorilla glue. When it
foams, it fill gaps nicely, but also swells and covers everything that you didn't want covered. To prevent this, I applied only a small amount to the center of the base. For the support rod, I used 5 minute epoxy, which is definitely a more reliable friend.After the glue was set, the project was completed. It was definitely a fun one, and I might revisit it
again in the future. If you are interested in buying this piece I have made it available on Etsy here.Again if you liked this Instructable, don't forget to vote, comment, and favorite. It really helps me out!Thank you. One of the weirder art that gained some attention after the 2000’s was Anthill Art, which are metal casts of wild ant colonies, usually of fire
ants. Other ants’ anthills were used but they can’t compare with the size and volume of the fire ants’ colonies. It was started by a man named David Gatlin who started the website, Anthill Art. How is it made? Anthill Art is made by pouring molten metal into an anthill. They first locate a suitable ant hill and then they’ll melt some aluminum. While the
aluminum is melting they have to surround the ant hill with sand to prevent the aluminum from spilling over outside the ant hill. Then they pour the molten metal into the anthill and keep pouring until the metal is close to spilling over the edge of the sand covering. Then they stop pouring until all the metal sinks into the anthill and starts pouring
again when there’s space for more. After the anthill is filled with hot metal they’ll let it cool underground. Obviously, this will kill all the fire ants and everything else inside the anthill. When it is cooled they will start digging the cast out of the ground as carefully as they can so they won’t damage the cast. When they’re finished, they will clean the
anthill cast by using water and carefully brushing off the remaining earth and any material that’s stuck in the cast. When it is clean and dry, the cast will be set upside down on a wooden base for display. While aluminum may be the metal used, Anthill Art, the company behind these Anthill works, have used other metals in the past. The whole cast
looks like some weird shiny miniature Christmas Tree and for a good reason: fire ants build their colonies that way, full of rooms, compact, yet large and goes down deep. No two anthills are the same. Anthill Art has used other ant species before, resulting in differently shaped works. Anthill Art David Gatlin, the person behind Anthill Art, started the
website in November 2013, by then he already has made 7 casts before that are all up on eBay. The videos they made quickly became viral and he started receiving a lot of orders for anthill casts. His Youtube videos show how he made some of his projects with a few of other non-anthill casts that he has made. In an interview with the Business Insider,
he said that “large colonies probably have thousands of... tunnels and chambers.” According to his website, he found that, in 2014, there are 300 requests orders for his work and he admitted that it will take probably years to finish it all up. With that said, he eventually stopped taking in all new requests while he’ll be working on the 300 existing ones.
No news how far he’s done with this backlog. Anthills can form fast but casting molten iron into them is faster and it is possible to run out of anthills to cast. Other Works So far the only other things he tried to make an iron cast of were mushrooms, seashells, and fish skulls. It’s not clear if he’s now taking any request as well for taking a cast of other
stuff, however, all his creations are on sale in the website for anyone who wants them. Also on his website are more videos of the casts that are being sold. His last exhibits were on 2016 and haven’t exhibited any of his work since then. Which is a shame because the anthill casts are very nice to look at, and because each anthill is unique, each work is
unique. A beauty of nature that has always been hidden underground. 1st Image: Cast No. 057 Aluminum Fire Ant Colony Casting. Via Anthill Art. 2nd Image: Cast No. 076 Aluminum Fire Ant Colony Casting. Via Anthill Art. Reddit and its partners use cookies and similar technologies to provide you with a better experience. By accepting all cookies,
you agree to our use of cookies to deliver and maintain our services and site, improve the quality of Reddit, personalize Reddit content and advertising, and measure the effectiveness of advertising. By rejecting non-essential cookies, Reddit may still use certain cookies to ensure the proper functionality of our platform. For more information, please
see our Cookie Notice and our Privacy Policy. It's rare to see what an actual ant nest looks like underneath the surface of the earth. Anthill Art is an amazing process that captures that magnificent mystery in sculpture form. To create each piece, the anonymous American artist pours molten aluminum into the entrance of an ant hill, filling the tunnels
and chambers with the boiling liquid. Once the liquid cools and solidifies, the piece is very carefully excavated and the excess dirt is power washed off. The results are an incredibly detailed display of the tiny, interconnected worlds created by thousands of little ants. Each unique sculpture displays the different structural styles of varying species
including fire ants and carpenter ants. The strange, abstract formations that once served as a home and a workplace are brought to the surface and the intricate details of the complex arrangements are revealed as works of art. There is a bit of controversy over the process, considering that sometimes the hills are abandoned and sometimes they are
not, and the artist has provided some responses to that public concern on the Anthill Art Facebook page. Anthill Art website via [Laughing Squid]



