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When	it	comes	to	the	best	Goosebumps	books,	everyone	who	grew	up	reading	them	is	going	to	have	their	own	personal	list	of	the	best	volumes	in	the	series.	R.L	Stine	is	a	much	beloved	author	for	so	many	people	who	have	attached	their	own	nostalgic	memories	to	his	work.	But	if	you	haven’t	thought	about	Goosebumps	in	a	long	while,	or	you	are
thinking	of	checking	them	out	for	the	first	time,	then	our	summary	of	the	best	Goosebumps	books	is	a	great	place	to	start.	The	Best	Goosebumps	Books	1.	The	Cuckoo	Clock	Of	Doom	|	Original	series	#28	The	Cuckoo	Clock	Of	Doom	Michael	Webster	calls	his	little	sister	Tara	the	Terrible.	She	likes	nothing	less	than	getting	him	into	trouble	and	making
his	life	a	misery.	She	ruins	Michael’s	twelfth	birthday	by	opening	all	of	his	presents,	scratching	his	new	bike	and	tripping	him	up	when	he’s	carrying	his	cake.	But	a	few	days	later,	Michael’s	dad	buys	an	old	cuckoo	clock	that	allegedly	used	to	belong	to	a	sorcerer,	and	can	make	people	go	back	in	time.	When	Michael	works	out	the	clock’s	secret	and
winds	it	back,	he	ends	up	back	at	his	twelfth	birthday,	and	that’s	when	things	really	start	to	go	wrong.	2.	The	Curse	Of	The	Mummy’s	Tomb	|	Original	series	#5	The	Curse	Of	The	Mummy’s	Tomb	Who	doesn’t	love	a	mummy	story?	That	alone	would	make	it	one	of	the	best	Goosebumps	books	and	Stine	obviously	agreed	–	he	followed	this	one	up	with	a
sequel	18	books	later.	After	his	parents	have	to	leave	their	Christmas	holiday	in	Egypt,	Gabe	is	left	with	his	Uncle	Ben,	a	scientist	investigating	pyramids.	Ben	takes	him	to	the	pyramids	and	tells	him	that	there	may	have	been	an	ancient	curse	uncovered	by	exploring	the	pyramid.	What	follows	is	a	story	of	kidnapping,	creepy	dark	tunnels,	mummies,
and	the	followers	of	an	ancient	Egyptian	princess	who	are	none	too	pleased	to	have	had	her	pyramid	violated.	3.	The	Ghost	Next	Door	|	Original	series	#10	The	Ghost	Next	Door	Hannah	isn’t	having	much	fun	on	her	summer	holiday.	All	of	her	friends	have	gone	away	and	no	one	is	paying	her	any	attention.	When	a	new	family	moves	into	the	abandoned
house	next	door,	she	meets	a	boy	named	Danny	–	and	quickly	becomes	sure	that	Danny	is	actually	a	ghost.	As	she	starts	to	spy	on	him,	Hannah	realises	there	is	a	shadowy	figure	spying	on	her	too,	Hannah	needs	to	figure	out	what	is	going	on,	and	fast.	A	lot	of	Goosebumps	books	have	a	twist	ending,	but	The	Ghost	Next	Door	reveals	its	twist	early	on.
And	for	a	kid’s	book,	that	twist	is	really	quite	sad.	4.	The	Haunted	Car	|	Goosebumps	Series	2000	#21	The	Haunted	Car	The	Haunted	Car	is	Stephen	King’s	Christine	for	kids,	and	so	popular	that	it	got	a	Classic	Goosebumps	reprint,	one	of	the	few	Series	2000	books	to	get	one.	The	best	Goosebumps	books	have	been	reprinted;	in	fact,	a	reprint	is	a
pretty	good	indication	for	how	popular	the	book	has	been	over	the	years.	Mitchell	loves	cars,	and	when	he	and	dad	get	into	a	car	crash,	Mitchell	is	happy	to	help	him	look	for	a	new	one.	He	finds	an	advert	for	a	new	car	and	when	they	meet	the	seller,	it	seems	like	he	can’t	wait	to	be	rid	the	car.	Almost	immediately	the	car	starts	behaving	in	odd	ways;
like	locking	the	doors	and	sending	Mitchell	on	a	breakneck	joy	ride	through	town.	Something	is	up	with	this	car,	and	the	mysterious	girl	who	keeps	appearing	and	reappearing	whenever	Mitchell	is	near	the	car.	5.	The	Haunted	Mask	|	Original	series	#11	The	Haunted	Mask	This	is	another	book	that	got	a	sequel	many	books	later,	with	original	series
#36,	The	Haunted	Mask	II.	The	Haunted	Mask	is	also	Stine’s	own	personal	favourite	Goosebumps	book,	so	of	course	it	deserves	a	place	on	the	list	of	the	best	Goosebumps	books.	Carly	Beth	is	a	shy	girl	having	a	bit	of	a	terrible	time	at	school	–	even	her	friends	are	mean	to	her,	always	pulling	pranks.	Carly	Beth	decides	to	buy	a	horrible	Halloween
mask	to	get	her	revenge	by	scaring	people.	But	the	mask	she	ends	up	with,	purchased	from	a	mysterious	shop,	is	hard	to	take	off	–	and	it	makes	her	act	very	strangely.	When	it	gets	stuck	for	good,	Carly	Beth	realises	she	might	have	made	a	terrible	mistake.	6.	The	Haunted	School	|	Original	series	#59	The	Haunted	School	Tommy	Frazer	moves	to	a
new	town	and	a	new	school	when	his	dad	remarries.	It	is	hard	to	make	friends	in	a	new	school,	but	Tommy	throws	himself	into	helping	with	the	upcoming	dance.	Tommy	goes	in	search	of	some	paint	when	he	is	helping	to	decorate	and	starts	to	hear	voices,	as	well	as	finding	mysterious	rooms	–	like	the	one	containing	statues	of	‘The	Class	of	1947’,	a
group	of	kids	who	went	missing.	For	a	book	with	‘haunted’	in	the	title,	there	aren’t	actually	any	ghosts.	But	there	is	a	parallel	world	and	a	photographer	with	the	power	to	send	people	there.	The	Haunted	School	is	a	really	great	adventure	story.	7.	The	Headless	Ghost	|	Original	series	#37	The	Headless	Ghost	In	the	very	boring	town	of	Wheeler	Falls,
the	only	good	thing	is	the	tourist	attraction,	Hill	House	–	which	is	rumoured	to	be	haunted.	Duane	and	Stephanie	love	Hill	House,	and	often	go	on	the	guided	tours	there	–	after	all,	it	is	basically	the	only	thing	to	do	in	town,	apart	from	messing	with	people.	One	day,	tired	of	pulling	pranks,	Duane	and	Stephanie	decide	they	are	going	to	find	the	head	of
the	headless	boy	rumoured	to	haunt	Hill	House.	They	meet	a	boy	who	claims	to	be	able	to	help	them	find	the	head	–	but	if	Duane	isn’t	careful,	he	might	just	lose	his	own	head	in	the	process.	8.	Night	Of	The	Living	Dummy	|	Original	series	#7	Night	Of	The	Living	Dummy	There	is	almost	nothing	creepier	than	a	dummy	that	comes	to	life,	and	Stine
obviously	thought	so	too.	The	Night	of	the	Living	Dummy	is	the	first	in	a	three-book	saga	that	are	easily	some	of	the	best	Goosebump	books.	Lindy	Powell	finds	an	old	ventriloquist	dummy	in	a	bin,	names	him	Slappy,	and	takes	him	home.	She	soon	picks	up	the	art	of	ventriloquism,	which	makes	her	sister,	Kris,	jealous	of	the	attention	she	is	getting.
Their	dad	buys	Kris	her	own	dummy,	Mr.	Wood,	but	it	soon	becomes	clear	that	Mr.	Wood	is	more	than	he	seems	–	and	he’s	not	a	very	nice	person	to	have	around.	9.	One	Day	At	HorrorLand	|	Original	series	#16	One	Day	At	HorrorLand	An	official	poll	in	2015	revealed	One	Day	At	HorrorLand	to	be	the	top	favourite	book	in	the	series	as	chosen	by	fans,
which	makes	it	a	must-have	on	a	list	of	the	best	Goosebumps	books.	The	Morris	family	stumble	accidentally	on	HorrorLand,	a	theme	park	with	no	queues.	On	arrival,	their	car	explodes,	and	a	worker	lets	them	in	for	free.	The	kids	soon	find	that	the	rides	in	HorrorLand	are	a	bit	more	than	just	scary	–	they	are	plain	dangerous,	and	some	of	them	are
deadly.	The	family	needs	to	escape	before	the	Horrors	can	get	to	them	–	but	nobody	leaves	HorrorLand	alive.	10.	Phantom	Of	The	Auditorium	|	Original	series	#24	Phantom	Of	The	Auditorium	Best	friends	Brooke	and	Zeke	have	been	chosen	for	the	lead	roles	in	the	school	play,	The	Phantom.	Brooke’s	understudy,	Tina,	tells	everyone	that	the	play	is
cursed;	a	boy	who	played	the	Phantom	before	at	the	school	disappeared	and	was	never	seen	again.	Their	teacher	tells	the	cast	that	its	all	just	a	story	and	there	is	nothing	to	be	afraid	of.	But	soon	a	series	of	mysterious	events	leads	Brooke	to	think	Zeke	is	playing	pranks	on	her,	pretending	to	be	the	ghostly	Phantom	said	to	haunt	the	school.	But	Zeke
insists	that	it	isn’t	him,	and	soon	enough	they	realise	that	the	story	about	the	vengeful	Phantom	might	actually	be	true.	And	he	isn’t	happy	about	the	new	version	of	the	play.	11.	Say	Cheese	and	Die!	|	Original	series	#4	Say	Cheese	And	Die!	Say	Cheese	and	Die!	is	one	of	those	Goosebumps	books	that	just	seems	like	so	much	fun,	and	absolutely	only
the	sort	of	story	that	Stine	could	get	away	with	telling.	It’s	one	of	the	best	Goosebumps	books	just	by	virtue	of	being	so	madcap.	Greg	finds	an	old	camera	in	the	cellar	of	an	old	building	said	to	be	haunted.	But	when	Greg	takes	photos,	they	keep	turning	out	very	strangely.	He	takes	a	photo	of	his	dad’s	car,	but	the	picture	comes	out	showing	the	car	as
a	wreck.	He	takes	a	picture	of	his	friend	Michael	that	comes	out	showing	Michael	falling	and	hurting	his	ankle	–	exactly	how	he	falls	and	hurts	his	ankle	just	after	the	photo	is	taken.	Greg	realises	the	camera	is	dangerous	–	and	returning	it	to	where	he	got	it	might	be	harder	than	it	sounds.	12.	The	Scarecrow	Walks	At	Midnight	|	Original	series	#20
The	Scarecrow	Walks	At	Midnight	The	Scarecrow	Walks	At	Midnight	is	definitely	one	of	the	more	frightening	books	in	the	series,	so	if	you’re	looking	for	a	great	work	of	horror,	this	is	a	good	place	to	start.	Jodie	loves	going	to	stay	with	her	grandparents	on	their	farm,	but	this	summer,	her	grandparents	seem	different;	tired	and	inattentive.	There	are
also	a	dozen	new	scarecrows	in	the	fields,	and	they	are	pretty	scary	looking.	At	night,	Jodie	is	sure	she	sees	them	moving.	And	the	farmhand	Stanley	is	acting	very	oddly	indeed,	obsessed	with	superstitions	and	magic.	The	scarecrows	walk	at	midnight,	and	they	are	coming.	READ	NEXT:	10	Best	Horror	Books	For	Teens		Some	of	the	coverage	you	find
on	Cultured	Vultures	contains	affiliate	links,	which	provide	us	with	small	commissions	based	on	purchases	made	from	visiting	our	site.	When	I	was	a	kid,	I	was	pretty	much	scared	of	everything:	my	grandmother,	the	telephone,	bees,	cats,	cows,	the	nature	of	time,	infinity…	You	name	it.	But	nothing	terrified	me	as	much	of	R.L.
Stine’s	Goosebumps	books.I	got	into	the	books	early	and	although	I	hated	how	much	they	spooked	me,	I	couldn’t	stop	reading	them.By	the	time	the	show	came	out,	I	was	both	totally	obsessed	and	totally	terrified.	Every	Saturday,	I’d	watch	a	new	episode,	and	then	be	unable	to	sleep	for	the	whole	next	night.It	was	about	as	healthy	as	being	addicted	to
punching	myself	in	the	face,	or	drinking	two	litres	of	coffee	before	bedtime,	and	it	explains	why	in	every	single	photo	of	me	taken	at	that	age	I	look	like	a	depressed	70-year-old,	despite	being	about	eight.	scary	stories	to	tell	in	the	dark	reminds	me	of	daycare	bc	those	books	and	goosebumps	were	the	only	things	they	had	that	I	liked	so	I	just	read	them
over	and	over	again	for	3	years	—	clown	penthouse	(@oingoboingy)	February	5,	2019But	recently	I	started	thinking.	Now	that	I	am	a	grown,	sensible	mature	person,	who	definitely	knows	how	to	do	adult	things	like	change	a	tyre	and	pay	taxes	(yep,	I	sure	do	know	how	to	do	both	of	those	things),	would	the	Goosebumps	books	still	terrify	me	like	they
used	to?To	find	out,	I	re-read	the	10	first	Goosebumps	books	and	ranked	them	from	least	to	most	scary,	like	a	normal	person	who	definitely	doesn’t	have	too	much	time	on	their	hands	would	do.10.	Ghost	BeachSometimes,	you’ll	be	halfway	through	reading	a	Goosebumps	book,	and	it’ll	be	really	scary,	and	strange,	and	exciting	—	and	then	everyone	will
turn	out	to	be	ghosts.	This	is	because	R.L.	Stine	loves	making	everyone	ghosts.	If	you	asked	R.L.	Stine	to	write	invitations	for	your	birthday	party,	he	would	somehow	write	about	everyone	being	ghosts.The	problem	is,	everyone	being	ghosts	is	not	very	scary.	If	everyone	is	a	ghost,	then	no	one’s	scared	of	each	other.	Ghosts	don’t	get	scared	by	ghosts,
R.L.	Stine,	and	you	should	know	this,	given	how	you’ve	spent	most	of	your	life	writing	about	ghosts.For	this	reason,	Ghost	Beach,	a	book	about	a	kid	who	discovers	that	his	friend	is	a	ghost,	and	then	that	some	random	people	he’s	only	just	met	are	ghosts,	and	then	that	he	himself	is	a	ghost,	is	not	a	very	scary	book.9.	Be	Careful	What	You	Wish	For…Be
Careful	What	You	Wish	For…	is	mostly	an	extremely	boring	Goosebumps	book	about	a	girl	who	is	so	sick	of	getting	picked	on	that	when	she	meets	a	mysterious	old	woman	who	grants	her	magical	powers.	She	then	uses	these	powers	to	do	horrible	things	to	her	bullies.There’s	nothing	scary	about	this	book,	except	for	the	very	end,	when	the	main
character	turns	into	a	bird	and	eats	a	worm	for	absolutely	no	reason.	You’re	reading	the	whole	book,	completely	unaware	that	there’s	even	the	possibility	that	anyone	might	turn	into	a	bird	and	then	—	bam.	Bird.	It’s	weird.8.	Welcome	To	Dead	HouseHey,	guess	what	happens	at	the	end	of	Welcome	To	Dead	House,	a	book	that	starts	off	really	scary,
and	strange,	and	exciting?Someone	turns	out	to	be	a	ghost.	Then	some	kids	turn	out	to	be	a	ghost.	Then	a	dog	named	Petey	turns	out	to	be	a	ghost.	Then	another	person	turns	out	to	be	a	ghost.The	only	reason	this	book	ranks	higher	on	the	scarier	scale	than	Ghost	Beach	is	because	the	main	character	never	turns	out	to	be	a	ghost,	which	means	he	is
in	a	position	to	be	scared	by	ghosts.I	also	have	to	give	a	quick	shoutout	to	the	tagline	on	the	front	of	this	book,	which	says:	“It	will	just	kill	you.”	R.L.	Stine,	I	love	you,	but	sometimes	you	do	not	try.7.	The	Ghost	Next	DoorI’ll	give	you	one	guess	what	this	book	is	about.6.	Monster	BloodR.L.	Stine	is	the	kind	of	author	who	likes	to	ask	questions,	and
in	Monster	Blood,	he	asks	the	question:	what	if	slime	could	eat	you	and	everybody	that	you	loved?Monster	Blood	is	actually	pretty	scary,	mostly	because	none	of	it	makes	sense.	The	green	killer	slime	of	the	title	makes	a	dog	giant;	a	cat	turns	into	a	woman;	the	inventor	of	the	slime	turns	out	to	be	a	witch	who	is	enslaved	by	the	cat/woman.	It’s	a	lot,
basically,	and	kinda	feels	like	the	bad	dream	you	have	after	eating	a	wheel	of	brie	for	dinner.5.	The	Horror	at	Camp	JellyjamLike	I	said,	I	read	all	of	the	Goosebumps	books	when	I	was	a	kid,	but	I’d	forgotten	a	lot	about	most	of	them	before	I	re-read	them	recently.What	I	hadn’t	forgotten,	however,	was	the	ending	of	The	Horror	at	Camp	Jellyjam.	Camp
Jellyjam	is	about	a	bunch	of	kids	at	a	summer	camp	who	discover	the	counsellors	are	all	being	brainwashed	by	a	massive,	disgusting	blob	named	King	Jellyjam,	who	has	to	be	constantly	washed	otherwise	his	own	disgusting	sweat	will	melt	him.	Which	is	exactly	what	ends	up	happening.The	Horror	At	Camp	Jellyjam	is	really	quite	scary.	It	is	creepy,	and
it	is	disgusting.	If	you	told	me	I	either	had	to	eat	two	straight	jars	of	mayonnaise	or	read	the	paragraph	where	King	Jellyjam	melts	again,	I’d	have	to	think	very	hard	and	for	a	very	long	time	before	I	answered.4.	Say	Cheese	And	Die!It	is	a	scientific	fact	that	the	scariest	thing	in	the	world	are	skellingtons,	which	is	what	makes	it	so	interesting	that	R.L.
Stine	has	pretty	much	never	written	about	them.They	don’t	actually	even	appear	in	Say	Cheese	And	Die!,	a	book	about	a	camera	that	shows	you	how	people	are	going	to	die.	But	they	are	on	the	cover,	making	Say	Cheese	And	Die!	one	of	the	scariest	Goosebumps	books	simply	by	association.3.	Why	I’m	Afraid	Of	BeesBees	are,	by	themselves,	pretty
scary:	they	can	sting	you,	they	buzz	around	the	place,	they	are	not	good	at	sharing	honey	and	sometimes	they	try	to	date	human	women.But,	on	the	other	hand,	the	absence	of	bees	is	also	pretty	scary,	because	if	all	the	bees	die,	then	we	all	do	too.	This	makes	bees	a	rare	example	of	what	scientists	for	hundreds	of	years	have	called	the	“double	scary”
animal.In	Why	I’m	Afraid	Of	Bees,	a	young	man	finds	himself	trapped	in	a	bee’s	body.	Worse	still,	his	own	body	is	being	hijacked	by	a	bee.	In	typical	Goosebumps	style,	nothing	that	follows	makes	sense,	but	it	is	deeply	scary	and	left	eight-year-old	me	so	freaked	out	he	didn’t	sleep	properly	for	two	weeks.2.	The	Girl	Who	Cried	MonsterRecently,	as	part
of	a	get-to-know-you	event	at	my	university,	we	all	had	to	go	around	in	a	circle	and	talk	about	the	person	in	the	world	we	spend	the	most	time	thinking	about.	When	it	came	to	my	turn,	I	said	that	the	person	was	my	mum,	because	it	was	easier	than	admitting	that	for	the	last	21	years	I	have	spent	almost	every	day	thinking	about	Mr.	Mortman,	the
librarian	in	the	Goosebumps	book	The	Girl	Who	Cried	Monster.Mr.	Mortman	has	haunted	my	dreams	for	two	decades.	He	is	a	part-time	librarian	and	a	full-time	monster	who	eats	flies	and	has	a	head	that	can	suddenly	swell	up	to	three	times	its	normal	size.	Also,	did	I	mention	that	his	eyes	can	turn	black?The	Girl	Who	Cried	Monster	is	also	memorable
because	it	features	a	nice	twist	on	the	Goosebumps	formula.	At	the	end,	rather	than	it	turning	out	that	everybody	is	ghosts,	it	turns	out	that	everybody	is	monsters.	I	believe	this	is	what	people	refer	to	as	a	creative	evolution.1.	Stay	Out	Of	The	BasementStay	Out	Of	The	Basement	is	the	story	of	an	evil	plant	monster	that	captures	and	then	clones	a
young	girl’s	dad,	pretending	to	be	him	in	order	to	eventually	consume	her.	For	many	months	after	I	read	it,	I	was	convinced	that	my	own	father	was	a	plant	monster.	I	refused	to	hug	him,	in	case	it	was	a	sly	attempt	to	swallow	me	up	into	his	evil	plant	body.And	still,	to	this	day,	I	am	not	entirely	convinced	that	he	is	not	secretly	made	of	tree	roots	and
green	goop.In	short,	Stay	Out	Of	The	Basement	basically	ruined	my	relationship	with	my	dad.	It	is	pretty	scary.	Reddit	and	its	partners	use	cookies	and	similar	technologies	to	provide	you	with	a	better	experience.	By	accepting	all	cookies,	you	agree	to	our	use	of	cookies	to	deliver	and	maintain	our	services	and	site,	improve	the	quality	of	Reddit,
personalize	Reddit	content	and	advertising,	and	measure	the	effectiveness	of	advertising.	By	rejecting	non-essential	cookies,	Reddit	may	still	use	certain	cookies	to	ensure	the	proper	functionality	of	our	platform.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	Cookie	Notice	and	our	Privacy	Policy.	If	you	—	or	your	parents	—	grew	up	in	the	'90s	it's	likely	that
R.L.	Stine's	legendary	Goosebumps	series	gave	you	at	least	one	nightmare	you've	never	forgotten	about.	Stine's	fantastic	children's	horror	series	takes	genre	tropes	and	makes	them	accessible,	creating	a	gateway	to	horror	for	readers	of	all	ages,	which	is	part	of	why	the	series	is	so	beloved.	Whether	you're	a	longtime	fan	or	just	discovered	the	series
thanks	to	the	delightful	spooky	Disney+	reboot,	we're	here	to	recommend	some	of	the	best	classic	Goosebump	books	for	you	to	dive	into.	From	haunted	masks	to	evil	cameras,	terrifying	film	sets	to	murderous	theme	parks	there's	a	Goosebumps	book	for	every	phobia.	So	grab	a	flashlight,	your	favorite	snack,	and	your	most	cursed	family	heirloom,	and
let's	dive	into	the	best	that	Goosebumps	has	to	offer!	Jump	to	our	picks:	The	Best	Goosebumps	BooksThere	are	a	total	of	62	Goosebumps	books	in	the	original	series,	but	there	are	also	a	few	spin-off	books	that	add	to	the	collection.	Most	of	the	books	in	our	list	are	from	the	original	series,	but	we	also	included	an	option	from	the	Give	Yourself
Goosebumps	series.Goosbumps	Book	SetsIf	you're	looking	for	Goosebumps	book	sets,	there	are	a	few	decent	collectors	edtions	available	at	Amazon.Includes	5	Books	Goosebumps	Retro	Fear	Set:	Limited	Edition	TinThis	tin	features:	Stay	Out	of	the	Basement,	Werewolf	of	Fever	Swamp,	The	Haunted	School,	Piano	Lessons	Can	Be	Murder,	and	Cuckoo
Clock	of	Doom.Includes	5	Books	Goosebumps	Retro	Scream	Collection:	Limited	Edition	TinThis	tin	features:	Welcome	to	Dead	House,	Say	Cheese	And	Die!,	Night	of	the	Living	Dummy,	The	Haunted	Mask,	One	Day	at	Horror	Land.Includes	5	Books	Goosebumps	25th	Anniversary	Retro	SetThis	tin	features:	Monster	Blood,	Why	I'm	Afraid	of	Bees,	A
Night	in	Terror	Tower,	The	Beast	From	the	East,	Legend	of	the	Lost	Legend.The	Best	Goosebumps	BooksThe	Haunted	MaskThe	Haunted	MaskThis	is	probably	one	of	the	most	legendary	Goosebumps	tales	thanks	to	its	iconic	cover	and	the	'90s	TV	adaptation	that	brought	it	to	life	in	such	a	nightmarish	way.	If	you	haven't	read	this	one	yet	it	follows	an
11	year	old	girl	called	Carly	Beth	Caldwell	who	is	constantly	being	scared	by	local	bullies	but	that	all	changes	when	she	enters	a	strange	shop	filled	with	scarily	realistic	monster	masks.	Insisting	on	taking	one	home	Carly	soon	realizes	once	you	put	on	one	of	the	haunted	masks	it's	impossible	to	take	them	off.	Playing	on	realistic	childhood	fears,	R.L.
Stine	brings	terror	to	the	mundane	and	in	classic	Goosebumps	fashion	it	ends	with	a	Twilight	Zone	level	twist	that'll	haunt	you	way	past	turning	the	last	page.	Say	Cheese	and	DieSay	Cheese	and	Die!Classic	Goosebumps	cover	artist	Tim	Jacobus	delivered	again	here	with	a	polaroid	style	photo	showing	a	family	of	skeletons	having	a	barbeque,	hinting
at	the	horrors	within	the	cover.	Yes,	this	story	is	about	an	evil	camera	that	shows	you	just	how	you're	going	to	die	if	you	allow	it	to	take	your	photograph.	And	when	four	friends	Greg,	Shari,	Doug,	and	Michael	find	themselves	entangled	with	the	nightmarish	appliance,	the	lives	of	them	and	everyone	they	love	is	put	in	grave	danger.	Filled	with
unexpectedly	grim	moments,	brutal	deaths,	and	some	gnarly	human	foes	too,	this	is	a	standout	Goosebumps	tale	that	was	recently	adapted	for	the	new	series.	One	Day	at	HorrorLandOne	Day	at	HorrorLandAnother	famed	Goosebumps	yarn,	this	one	takes	place	in	one	of	the	creepiest	places	you	can	imagine:	an	abandoned	theme	park.	Though	as	the
Morris	family	discover	HorrorLand	isn't	actually	that	empty,	and	instead	is	home	to	a	strange	group	known	as	the	Horrors.	Featuring	some	of	the	most	iconic	Goosebump	moments	like	the	casket	river	ride,	this	is	a	delightful	romp	through	a	spooky	theme	park	with	another	great	twist	ending	and	some	hilarious	moments	along	the	way.	If	you've	ever
wanted	to	spend	the	night	at	your	fave	park	after	the	gates	close	then	this	one's	for	you!	A	Night	in	Terror	TowerA	Night	in	Terror	TowerWhen	Eddie	and	Sue	visit	London	on	a	family	trip,	Eddie	can't	wait	to	visit	the	infamous	Terror	Tower,	but	after	being	stalked	by	a	strange	executioner	the	kids	are	transported	back	to	the	medieval	times	where	they
must	fight	for	their	lives	to	escape	the	hooded	killer	and	his	glinting	axe.	One	of	the	most	high-concept	and	twisty	tales	in	Goosebumps	canon,	this	is	a	great	horror-portal-fantasy	that	throws	readers	into	a	time	traveling	adventure	full	of	surprises	and	ancient	threats	in	the	cobbled	lanes	of	medieval	England	and	the	bustling	streets	of	'90s	London.
This	is	one	kids	book	that'll	still	keep	readers	of	any	age	up	all	night.	A	Shocker	on	Shock	StreetA	Shocker	on	Shock	StreetI	read	my	copy	of	this	book	so	often	that	I	actually	had	to	save	up	and	buy	a	new	one,	that's	how	hooked	I	was	on	this	existentially	haunting	entry	into	the	Goosebumps	canon.	It	all	begins	when	Erin	and	her	best	friend	Marty	are
invited	to	a	theme	park	inspired	by	their	very	favorite	horror	series	Shock	Street.	Of	course	things	don't	go	as	expected	and	soon	the	park	comes	to	life	in	a	way	no	one	was	expecting	and	when	it	takes	a	Westworld	inspired	twist	it	turns	into	one	of	the	darkest	and	most	memorable	Goosebumps	stories	in	the	series'	long-running	history.	Night	of	the
Living	DummyNight	of	the	Living	DummyWhen	it	comes	to	the	most	recognizable	Goosebumps	villains,	Slappy	soars	high	above	the	rest.	Taking	on	the	classic	horror	trope	of	the	haunted	/	possessed	ventriloquist	doll,	Night	of	the	Living	Dummy	is	a	total	riot.	When	sisters	Lindy	and	Kris	Powell	decide	to	explore	an	abandoned	house	they	find
something	much	scarier	than	dodgy	scaffolding,	yep,	it's	a	ventriloquist's	dummy	that	Lindy	quickly	utilizes	to	become	popular	and	cool.	Soon	though	strange	things	begin	occurring	and	the	sisters	begin	to	wonder	if	there's	something	strange	about	Slappy,	and	when	another	dummy	appears	things	get	more	dangerous	than	ever...Escape	from	the
Carnival	of	HorrorsEscape	from	the	Carnival	of	HorrorsWe	had	to	include	at	least	one	of	the	Goosebumps:	Choose	Your	Own	Scare	series	in	our	list.	These	pick-your-own	adventure	tales	put	you	in	the	driving	seat	of	a	terrifying	Goosebumps	tale	and	in	this	case	we	got	to	be	right	in	the	center	of	one	of	the	bleakest	stories	yet.	In	this	story	you	get	to
visit	a	ghoulish	carnival	which	you	must	try	to	escape	with	your	friends	but	in	classic	Goosebumps	fashion	it's	extremely	unlikely	that	you	manage	to	escape	alive.	There	are	only	two	"positive"	outcomes,	whereas	there	are	23	bad	ones,	including	the	one	that	terrorized	this	writer	as	a	child,	being	stuck	sliding	down	the	Doom	Slide	infinitely	until	you
perish...Rosie	Knight	is	a	contributing	freelancer	for	IGN	covering	everything	from	anime	to	comic	books	to	kaiju	to	kids	movies	to	horror	flicks.	She	has	over	half	a	decade	of	experience	in	entertainment	journalism	with	bylines	at	Nerdist,	Den	of	Geek,	Polygon,	and	more.	Rosie	is	a	published	comics	author	who	has	written	titles	including	Godzilla
Rivals	vs.	Battra	and	The	Haunted	High-Tops.	She	co-hosts	the	weekly	Crooked	Media	pop-culture	podcast	X-Ray	Vision.	When	she's	not	writing,	you	can	find	her	playing	Dragon	Ball	FighterZ	or	rewatching	weird	old	horror	and	martial	movies	in	her	free	time.	She	loves	making	comics	and	zines	as	well	as	collecting	VHS	and	reading	as	much	manga
as	humanly	possible.	You	can	find	her	on	social	at	@rosiemarx.	Goosebumps,	the	iconic	children's	horror	series	by	R.L.	Stine,	sent	shivers	down	spines	and	sparked	imaginations	for	a	generation.	It	is	seeing	a	resurgence	with	Goosebumps	being	adapted	for	the	reboot's	season	2.	From	creepy	crawlies	to	vengeful	mummies,	each	book	offered	a	unique
blend	of	chills	and	thrills,	leaving	readers	both	terrified	and	eager	for	more.	There	are	too	many	classic	Goosebumps	books	to	count,	but	a	selection	of	them	stands	out	for	a	number	of	reasons,	from	their	corresponding	TV	adaptations	to	their	typically	Stine-ian	twists.	They	are	great	books	to	revisit	in	light	of	the	Goosebumps	season	2	teaser.	All	of
these	titles	still	resonate	with	readers	all	these	years	later,	with	some	adults	even	re-reading	them	nostalgically.	15	Monster	Blood	Published	In	1992	Monster	Blood,	a	mysterious	substance	first	introduced	in	the	third	Goosebumps	book,	is	discovered	by	Evan	Ross	and	his	friend	Andy	in	a	dusty	old	toy	store.	The	glowing,	stretchy,	and	cool	substance
initially	seems	harmless,	but	it	quickly	evolves	into	a	warm,	sticky,	and	bubbling	menace.	After	Evan's	dog,	Trigger,	ingests	some	of	the	Monster	Blood,	it	grows	enormous.	The	Monster	Blood	itself	continues	to	expand,	consuming	objects	and	even	people.	Monster	Blood	is	the	first	of	several	books	featuring	Monster	Blood	in	the	Goosebumps	series.
For	many	readers,	the	first	Monster	Blood	book	is	the	best	and	one	of	the	scariest	Goosebumps	books.	Night	of	the	Living	Dummy,	the	seventh	book	in	the	original	Goosebumps	series,	marked	the	beginning	of	the	Living	Dummy	saga.	First	published	in	1993,	it	was	followed	by	Night	of	the	Living	Dummy	II	in	1995	and	Night	of	the	Living	Dummy	III	in
1996.	Lindy,	excited	by	her	new	ventriloquist's	dummy,	names	it	Slappy.	Despite	its	somewhat	grotesque	appearance,	Lindy	enjoys	mastering	the	art	of	puppetry	and	bringing	Slappy	to	life.	However,	her	sister	Kris,	envious	of	the	attention	Lindy	receives,	seeks	to	one-up	her	by	acquiring	a	dummy	of	her	own.	Soon	after,	strange	and	sinister
occurrences	begin	to	plague	the	household,	raising	questions	about	the	true	nature	of	these	seemingly	innocent	toys.	Night	of	the	Living	Dummy	is	particularly	popular	with	Goosebumps	readers	re-reading	the	book	in	adulthood	–	particularly	because	of	the	character	of	Mr.	Wood,	another	ventriloquist	dummy	who	is	more	frightening	than	Slappy.	The
Haunted	Mask,	the	11th	book	in	the	original	Goosebumps	series,	is	the	first	installment	in	its	own	saga.	Originally	published	in	1993,	it	was	followed	by	The	Haunted	Mask	II	in	1995,	the	thirty-sixth	book	in	the	series.	Carly	Beth's	Halloween	mask	is	so	frightening	that	it	has	terrified	her	little	brother	and	her	friends.	She	initially	enjoys	the	mask's
horrifying	effect,	but	as	Halloween	ends,	she	finds	herself	unable	to	remove	it.	The	mask	begins	to	take	on	a	life	of	its	own,	and	she	becomes	increasingly	trapped	by	its	sinister	power.	As	well	as	one	of	the	best	Goosebumps	books,	The	Haunted	Mask	is	one	of	the	best	TV	adaptations	of	Goosebumps	stories.	It	even	features	a	clip	of	the	author	R.L.
Stine	at	the	end	wishing	the	viewers	a	“scary	day”	in	one	of	Stine's	Goosebumps	cameos.	One	Day	At	Horrorland	features	timelessly	spooky	theme	park	aesthetics.	The	Morris	family,	lost	on	their	way	to	Zoo	Gardens	Theme	Park,	stumble	upon	a	different	kind	of	amusement	park:	“Horrorland”.	This	peculiar	park	offers	a	unique	experience	–	no
crowds,	no	waiting,	and	free	admission.	Of	course,	it	is	too	good	to	be	true	and	a	harbinger	of	disaster.	While	it	initially	seems	like	a	fun	and	unusual	find,	it	soon	becomes	terrifying.	This	Goosebumps	installment	lends	itself	particularly	well	to	adaptation	and	was	made	into	a	two-part	episode	in	the	TV	series.	The	Hall	of	Mirrors	is	an	especially
frightening	aspect	of	this	book	–	however,	there	is	also	a	lot	of	nostalgia	to	be	enjoyed,	with	the	family	getting	lost	with	their	pre-GPS	navigation.	Welcome	to	Dead	House,	the	inaugural	book	in	the	original	Goosebumps	series,	was	first	published	in	1992.	It	was	later	reissued	in	2010	as	the	13th	installment	in	the	Classic	Goosebumps	series,	featuring
fresh	artwork	by	Brandon	Dorman.	Amanda	and	Josh	find	their	new	home,	an	old,	eerie	house	in	the	peculiar	town	of	Dark	Falls,	unsettling.	Though	their	parents	dismiss	their	concerns,	the	children	soon	discover	that	the	town	and	its	inhabitants	hold	even	stranger	secrets.	As	they	make	new	friends,	the	children	realize	that	these	friendships	may
come	at	a	terrifying	cost,	as	their	new	acquaintances	have	sinister	intentions.	The	ending	of	Welcome	To	Dead	House	is	particularly	intriguing	–	Amanda	echoes	the	line,	“I	used	to	live	in	your	house,"	like	the	dead	children	characters	did	earlier	in	the	story.	This	hints	at	a	haunting	twist	that	Amanda	may	be	dead	herself.	Welcome	to	Camp	Nightmare
was	released	in	1993	as	the	ninth	book	in	the	Goosebumps	series.	It	was	adapted	into	a	two-part	episode	in	the	TV	series.	Billy's	summer	at	Camp	Nightmoon	takes	a	terrifying	turn.	The	subpar	food,	peculiar	counselors,	and	the	unsettling	camp	director,	Uncle	Al,	are	just	the	start.	As	his	fellow	campers	vanish	without	a	trace	and	his	parents	remain
unresponsive,	Billy	becomes	increasingly	alarmed.	Welcome	to	Camp	Nightmare	evokes	the	scary	tales	that	were	so	integral	to	childhood	camping	memories.	With	every	passing	night,	the	camp's	sinister	nature	deepens,	and	Billy	fears	he	may	be	the	next	target.	Welcome	to	Camp	Nightmare	evokes	the	scary	tales	that	were	so	integral	to	childhood
camping	memories.	The	book,	along	with	the	corresponding	TV	episodes,	is	a	firm	favorite	among	readers	–	it	is	one	of	the	best	twist	endings	of	the	series.	Say	Cheese	and	Die!	was	the	fourth	book	in	the	Goosebumps	series,	released	in	1992.	It's	the	first	book	in	the	Say	Cheese	and	Die!	saga,	and	follows	Greg	and	his	friends	as	they	encounter	a
mysterious	camera	that	causes	chaos	after	taking	numerous	photos.	The	series	continued	with	Say	Cheese	and	Die	—	Again!,	the	forty-fourth	book	in	the	Goosebumps	series.	Related	The	2023	reboot	proved	to	be	a	hit	with	fans	of	R.L.	Stine's	books,	and	Goosebumps	season	2	on	Disney+	and	Hulu	continues	that	trend.	Say	Cheese	and	Die!	stands	out
in	particular	because	of	its	terrifying	cover	art,	making	it	one	of	the	most	memorable	books	in	the	series.	It	also	had	a	brilliant	TV	adaptation,	showing	the	camera	as	a	futuristic	Polaroid.	Viewers	will	also	recognize	a	young	Ryan	Gosling,	one	of	the	actors	you	forgot	appeared	in	the	Goosebumps	TV	show.	The	Curse	of	the	Mummy's	Tomb	is	the	fifth
book	in	R.L.	Stine's	Goosebumps	series,	first	published	in	1993.	The	original	cover	art	features	a	menacing	mummy	with	glowing	red	eyes,	trapped	within	its	tomb.	The	book	was	later	followed	by	a	sequel,	Return	of	the	Mummy,	the	23rd	book	in	the	series.	The	Mummy	character	in	The	Curse	of	the	Mummy’s	Tomb	screams	classic	horror	–	ancient
Egyptian	Mummies	were	a	popular	Gothic	trope	in	the	Victorian	era	that	has	endured	thanks	to	Universal’s	horror	pantheon.	The	first	part	of	the	book	focuses	on	a	fun,	action-packed	adventure	through	Egyptian	markets,	with	the	mummy	plotline	taking	center	stage	towards	the	end.	Published	in	1992,	Stay	Out	of	the	Basement	is	the	second	book	in
the	Goosebumps	series.	Its	iconic	cover	depicts	a	plant-like	hand	emerging	from	a	basement	door,	which	is	not	the	only	time	there	has	been	an	evil	plant	in	Goosebumps.	Dr.	Brewer,	a	scientist	conducting	experiments	in	his	basement,	is	growing	increasingly	plant-like.	His	children,	Margaret	and	Casey,	become	concerned	as	their	father	exhibits
unusual	botanical	traits.	As	the	situation	escalates,	the	line	between	human	and	plant	blurs,	raising	questions	about	the	true	nature	of	the	experiments	and	the	potential	consequences	for	the	family.	A	standout	feature	of	Stay	Out	of	the	Basement	is	its	ambiguous	ending,	which	is	a	hallmark	of	Stine’s	work.	The	Goosebumps	books	with	readings	that
leave	the	reader	wondering	are	among	his	best,	and	they	have	the	most	longevity	among	readers’	memories.	The	Curse	of	Camp	Cold	Lake,	the	final	Goosebumps	book	released	without	the	Parachute	Press	logo,	was	published	in	1997	as	the	56th	installment	in	the	series.	It	was	later	included	in	The	Campfire	Collection	in	2003	and	received	a
standalone	reprint	in	2005.	The	book's	cover	features	a	skull-like	ghost	emerging	from	Cold	Lake.	This	Goosebumps	volume	is	another	example	of	camp	stories	being	among	the	most	haunting	for	kids.	Sarah	dreads	her	time	at	the	dreary	Camp	Cold	Lake.	The	murky	lake	and	hostile	bunkmates	make	her	summer	miserable.	Desperate	for	attention,	she
plans	to	fake	a	drowning	accident.	However,	her	scheme	takes	a	sinister	turn	as	she	becomes	the	target	of	a	ghostly	stalker	lurking	in	the	lake's	depths.	Unlike	the	other	classics,	this	story	was	disappointingly	not	adapted	into	a	TV	episode.	If	you’re	of	a	certain	generation,	and	if	you	had	a	penchant	for	the	perverse	at	a	young	age,	you	probably
remember	R.	L.	Stine’s	Goosebumps	books.	You’ll	likely	remember	those	varicoloured	covers	adorned	with	grotesqueries	culled	from	the	wunderkammer	imagination	of	a	writer	who	seemed	acutely	aware	of	childhood	anxieties,	and	who	took	great	joy	in	scaring	children	witless.	My	mom	taught	me	how	to	read,	and	engendered	a	lifetime	fascination
with	the	macabre,	by	reading	me	Edgar	Allan	Poe	when	I	was	a	kid;	I	subsequently	turned	to	Stine’s	series	when	I	could	read	competently	on	my	own,	and	for	that	I’ll	always	have	a	deep	appreciation	for	the	Goosebumps	books	(the	original	62,	none	of	those	ersatz	things	he	later	wrote).	At	their	best,	Stine’s	books	channel	the	kind	of	banal-turned-
horrific	you	find	in	Stephen	King’s	work,	albeit	for	kids	(more	mischief	and	less	mutilation).	With	the	Jack	Black-starring	film	adaptation	of	Goosebumps	currently	doing	good	business	at	the	box	office,	we	decided	to	look	at	the	original	series	with	our	decidedly	adult	eyes	and	see	what	holds	up	and	what	doesn’t.	Reader	beware,	you’re	in	for	a	list.		62.
MONSTER	BLOOD	IV	(62)	In	general,	you	can	tell	how	good	a	Goosebumps	book	will	be	based	on	its	cover	art.	The	best	books,	for	whatever	reason,	have	the	best	covers,	as	if	artist	Tim	Jacobus	directly	channeled	the	quality	of	Stine’s	stories	for	his	illustrations.	The	cover	for	the	final	book	in	the	original	series,	Monster	Blood	IV,	depicts	some	ugly,
slimy	slug	things	with	weirdly	voluptuous	lips	leaving	their	viscous	entrails	all	over	the	bathroom.	That's	pretty	much	the	book,	which	has	very	little	to	do	with	the	previous	Monster	Blood	entries	save	for	the	presence	of	recurring	protagonist	Evan.	Instead	of	making	stuff	really	big	or	really	bad,	as	in	previous	entries,	Monster	Blood	now
transmogrifies	you	into	a	blue	slug	that	goes	all	Gremlins	when	it	gets	wet.	A	disappointing	end	to	the	original	series.			Monster	Blood	IVvia	goodreads.com	61.	THE	ABOMINABLE	SNOWMAN	OF	PASADENA	(38)	As	a	kid,	I	always	thought	of	chocolate	pastries	when	I	saw	this	book.	The	brown	cover	and	the	icing-like	snow	glazing	the	borders...	I
dunno,	maybe	I	was	just	a	hungry	kid,	but	frosted	cupcakes	are	way	better	than	this	forgettable	entry.	Some	kids	go	to	Alaska,	where	they	meet	the	titular	creature,	who	is	hungry	and	eats	their	trailer	mix.	The	snowman	doesn’t	actually	go	to	California	until	the	end	of	the	book,	when	things	get	abruptly	supernatural	(as	in	more	supernatural	than
abominable	snowmen).	It’s	like	Jason	Goes	to	Manhattan,	but	with	a	snowman	in	California.	The	Abominable	Snowman	of	Pasadenavia	goodreads.com	60.	CALLING	ALL	CREEPS	(50)	Look	at	that	cover.	Look	how	bad	it	is.	That’s	how	bad	this	story	is.	In	what	was	by	then	a	trope	of	the	series,	one	kid	tries	to	pull	a	prank	on	another	kid,	which
backfires	and	brings	about	monsters.	The	prosaic	description	of	“creeps”	reflects	the	bland	feeling	of	this	story.	I	can’t	read	the	title	without	wanting	to	listen	to	The	Crystal	Method’s	“Name	of	the	Game.”	Calling	all	freaks,	motherfucker.	Calling	All	Creepsvia	goosebumps.wikia.com	59.	CHICKEN,	CHICKEN	(53)	Again,	look	at	the	cover.	Kids	turn
into	chickens.	Not	the	most	exciting	stuff.	Turning	into	a	literal	chicken	could	actually	be	pretty	scary	–	that	beak!	Those	feathers!	All	the	clucking!	–	but	this	is	a	weak	effort.	Chicken,	chickenvia	goodreads.com	58.	WEREWOLF	SKIN	(60)	Stine	has	done	some	good	werewolf	stories;	this	is	not	one	of	them.	There	are	only	so	many	ways	you	can	twist
the	lycanthrope	tale	into	interesting	new	shapes.	Our	protag,	Hunter,	wants	to	be	a	photographer,	and	everyone	knows	photographers	will	eschew	all	notions	of	common	sense	if	it	means	getting	a	cool	photo,	including	being	assaulted	by	wolves.	At	least	he	doesn’t	take	a	were-selfie.	Werewolf	Skinvia	Amazon	57.	HOW	I	LEARNED	TO	FLY	(52)	I	am
Jack's	raging	envy.	I	get	angry	when	Jack	gets	showed-up	by	a	jerk;	I	cajole	Jack	into	learning	how	to	fly;	I	lead	to	Jack's	demise.	Jack	pouts	a	lot.	How	I	Learned	to	Flyvia	goodreads.com	56.	WHY	I'M	AFRAID	OF	BEES	(17)	Though	this	comes	fairly	early	in	the	series,	it	has	the	kind	of	silliness	that	marks	the	latter	entries.	A	kid	who	gets	picked	on	a	lot
goes	to	a	local	body-swap	doctor	(?)	and	asks	to	be	put	into	a	bigger,	better	body.	Instead	he	gets	put	into	the	body	of	a	bee,	and	oh	hey	by	the	way	he	happens	to	have	a	severe	fear	of	bees.	This	could	have	been	a	Vincent	Price-esque	monster	story,	but	it	instead	turns	into	a	lesson	on	why	bees	aren’t	such	awful	creatures,	which	is	a	weird	thing	for	a
Goosebumps	book	to	be.			Why	I'm	Afraid	of	Beesvia	rlstinefansite.com	55.	LET'S	GET	INVISIBLE	(6)	The	worst	thing	a	scary	book	can	be	is	boring.	This	book	is	boring.	It's	not	scary,	it’s	not	memorable,	the	twist	is	less	a	twist	than	an	inevitability	that	masquerades	as	a	twist.	A	lot	of	Stine's	books	have	pretty	literal	titles,	especially	the	latter	ones
(How	I	Learned	to	Fly),	and	the	better	ones	expound	on	the	premise,	like	the	Mummy	books.	Let's	Get	Invisible	is	about	some	kids	who	find	a	mirror/light	switch	that	turns	them	invisible.	They	take	advantage	of	this	precarious	situation,	until	the	situation	begins	to	take	advantage	of	them.	It’s	a	story	ostensibly	about	peer	pressure,	which	could	have
been	a	great	Goosebumps	book,	but,	like	its	disappearing	characters,	it’s	completely	forgettable.	Easily	the	worst	of	the	otherwise	great	first	dozen	or	so	books	in	the	series.	Let's	Get	Invisiblevia	queendsheena.blogspot.com	54.	MY	HAIRIEST	ADVENTURE	(26)	Anyone	(particularly	boys)	who	sprouted	body	hair	at	a	young	age	knows	how	mean	kids
can	be.	Blame	it	on	education	not	properly	informing	kids	on	what	puberty	does	to	one’s	body;	blame	it	on	body	image	in	American	culture;	blame	it	on	how	awful	kids	inherently	are.	It	doesn’t	matter	why,	but	being	a	hairy	kid	is	rough.	Stine	had	some	perfect	horror-story	material	here,	but	the	book	is	uninspired.	The	story,	for	what	it’s	worth,
concerns	a	hairy	kid	named	Larry	(cause	‘Larry’	kinda	rhymes	with	‘hairy’),	whose	rock	band	of	Eric	Clapton	acolytes	are	prepping	for	a	battle	of	the	bands	sorta	gig.	Larry	tries	some	instant	tanning	lotion	and	becomes	a	dog.	Which	isn’t	so	bad.	Dogs	are	the	best.	My	Hairiest	Adventurevia	goodreads.com	53.	HOW	I	GOT	MY	SHRUNKEN	HEAD	(39)
Green	covers	tend	to	indicate	good	Goosebumps	books	(see:	Monster	Blood,	Stay	Out	of	the	Basement,	etc).	Sadly,	this	“Jungle	Magic”	story	is,	like	the	worst	books	of	the	series,	silly	and	forgettable,	yet	rife	with	unrealised	potential.	Mark	goes	on	a	jaunt	into	the	jungle	to	find	his	missing	aunt;	why	his	parents	think	this	is	even	remotely	a	good	idea
remains	ambiguous,	because	12-year-olds	really	shouldn’t	go	into	the	jungle	unsupervised.	The	bad	guys	turn	out	to	be	mad	scientists	fighting	over	who	gets	to	control	the	aforementioned	jungle	magic.	While	it’s	a	less	inane	portrait	of	a	“jungle”	than,	say,	Eli	Roth's	abysmal	Green	Inferno,	this	is	a	pretty	lame	attempt	to	branch	out	from	Stine’s	usual
suburban	kids	in	peril.	How	I	got	my	Shrunken	Headvia	goodreads.com	52.	DEEP	TROUBLE	II	(58)	The	tagline,	“Something’s	fishy…	again!”	reflects	the	sense	of,	“Ugh,	again?”	that	permeates	this	book.	It’s	like	Jaws	2,	which	you	probably	don’t	even	remember.	Deep	Trouble	IIvia	goodreads.com	51.	GHOST	CAMP	(45)	It’s	really	hard	to	describe	the
lesser	Goosebumps	books	as	they	all	feel	like	daguerreotypes	of	the	better	books,	all	diminished	returns	of	familiar	stories.	Ghost	Camp	is	like	the	other	camp-centric	entries	combined	with	the	ghost	stories	of	the	series.	You	get	what	you	expect,	and	knowing	what	you’re	getting	is	the	antithesis	of	a	good	ghost	story.	Ghost	Campvia	goodreads.com
50.	MY	BEST	FRIEND	IS	INVISIBLE	(57)	There’s	a	ghost	and	some	pizza	and	it’s	all	pretty	boring.	My	Best	Friend	is	Invisiblevia	goodreads.com	49.	DON'T	GO	TO	SLEEP!	(54)	There’s	a	horror	movie	of	the	same	name	from	1982	that’s	a	lot	more	fun	than	this	book,	which	depicts	another	12-year-old	who	gets	bullied.	Even	the	kid’s	pet	dog	hates	him.
It’s	like	a	lesser	The	Cuckoo	Clock	of	Doom,	which	isn’t	one	of	the	better	books.	Don't	Go	to	Sleep!via	neoseeker.com	48.	BEWARE,	THE	SNOWMAN	(51)	The	title’s	egregious	grammar	aside	(is	it	addressing	the	snowman?	Is	it	a	warning	sent	from	the	snowman?),	snowmen	just	aren’t	very	scary.	Beware,	The	Snowmanvia	Amazon	47.	THE	CUCKOO
CLOCK	OF	DOOM	(28)	Michael’s	sister,	Tara,	is	a	compulsive	liar	(actually	she’s	a	child,	but	same	thing)	and	constantly	gets	Michael	in	trouble	by	making	stuff	up.	She	ruins	his	12th	birthday,	and	Michael	subsequently	uses	their	father’s	new	antique	clock,	crafted	by	a	sorcerer	(typical),	to	go	back	in	time	and…	well,	basically	ruin	his	own	life.	Once
the	plot	is	laid	out,	the	book	falls	into	place	too	neatly.	It’s	like	Benjamin	Button	and	Stephen	King’s	Thinner	conflated.	But	man,	the	forced	perspective	of	that	cover	is	wicked	cool.	The	Cuckoo	Clock	of	Doomvia	neoseeker.com	46.	VAMPIRE	BREATH	(49)	Stine	penned	surprisingly	few	vampire	books	for	Goosebumps,	instead	focusing	on	ghosts	and
icky	things	living	in	basements.	Actually,	Vampire	Breath	takes	place	in	a	basement,	too,	as	two	kids	playing	air	hockey	accidentally	knock	over	a	jar	labeled	“Vampire	Breath,”	which	contains	a	benevolent	vampire	named	Count	Nightwing.	This	is	a	really	weird	book,	with	a	lot	of	pseudo-surprises	that	aren’t	twisty	enough	to	be	twists,	and	an	ending
that	feels	like	a	parody	of	other	Goosebumps	endings.	Vampire	Breathvia	goodreads.com	45.	SAY	CHEESE	AND	DIE	–	AGAIN!	(44)	Or	don’t?	Say	Cheese	and	Die	-	Again!via	goodreads.com	44.	EGG	MONSTERS	FROM	MARS	(42)	Another	50s-style	B-movie	plot,	this	time	about…	well,	egg	monsters.	Stine	seems	to	be	going	through	the	motions	here.
Egg	Monsters	from	Marsvia	goosebumps.wikia.com	43.	NIGHT	OF	THE	LIVING	DUMMY	III	(40)	More	dummies!	Less	fun!	The	Night	of	the	Living	Dummy	IIIvia	goodreads.com	42.	THE	BARKING	GHOST	(32)	More	kids	trying	to	scare	each	other,	only	this	time	some	of	the	kids	turn	into	ghost	dogs.	Again,	being	a	dog	doesn’t	seem	so	bad.	The
Barking	Ghostvia	Amazon	41.	THE	GHOST	NEXT	DOOR	(10)	The	first	book	in	which	Stine	basically	rips	himself	off.	It	resembles	Welcome	to	Dead	House	to	a	jarring	degree,	but	with	a	lot	less	at	stake	and	a	far	less	unsettling	atmosphere.	Not	bad,	but	not	different	enough.	The	Ghost	Next	Doorvia	goodreads.com	40.	HORROR	AT	CAMP	JELLYJAM
(33)	Some	kids	go	to	a	weird	camp	where	a	foul	stench	suffuses	the	air	and	the	counselors	wear	high-waisted	trousers	(look	at	that	guy	on	the	cover!	Look	at	the	face!	That’s	petrifying!).	It’s	not	as	scary	or	funny	as	the	preceding	camp	stories.	But	that	cover!	Horror	at	Camp	Jellyjamvia	goodreads.com	39.	ATTACK	OF	THE	JACK-O’-LANTERNS	(48)
Some	kids	are	bullied	by	some	mask-wearing	bigger	kids	to	eat	a	lot	of	chocolate.	Hmmm…	It’s	like	the	Halloween	movies	combined	with	Pumpkinhead	and	that	one	episode	of	Pete	and	Pete,	but	with	a	Twilight	Zone	twist.	Attack	of	the	Jack–O'–Lanternsspongey444.wordpress.com	38.	THE	HEADLESS	GHOST	(37)	More	kids	who	love	scaring	kids,
this	time	with	a	ghost	who,	as	the	title	insinuates,	lacks	a	head.	There’s	also	a	sea	captain,	a	long-lost	love	named	Annabel	(get	it?),	and	a	secret	room.	The	Headless	Ghostvia	goosebumps.wikia.com	37.	THE	HAUNTED	MASK	II	(36)	It’s	almost	a	step-by-step	retread	of	the	first	book,	which	really	didn’t	need	a	sequel.	Carly	Beth,	maybe	Stine’s	most
compelling	protagonist,	is	a	supporting	character	to	the	much-less	interesting	Steve	(even	his	name	is	generic).	There’s	no	sense	of	danger	here	at	all,	and	the	“twist”	is	the	same	exact	one	from	the	first	book,	suggesting	a	Sisyphean	desperation	in	Stine’s	inability	to	come	up	with	new	ideas	as	he	neared	40	books	into	the	series.	The	Haunted	Mask
IIvia	Amazon	36.	LEGEND	OF	THE	LOST	LEGEND	(47)	The	book	opens	with	a	long	story-within-a-story	about	a	pair	of	siblings	who	get	stranded	in	the	arctic,	then,	in	real	life,	one	of	the	siblings	accidentally	burns	down	the	tent	in	which	they	are	camping.	The	siblings’	father	is	a	grumpy	writer	who	apparently	hates	being	a	father,	but	drags	his	kids
along	on	a	poor-conceived	sojourn	to	find	a	long-lost	manuscript.	The	story	twists	and	turns	and	veers	as	the	siblings	encounter	a	variety	of	odd	characters	and	fantastical	things.	It’s	a	decent	story	and	is	one	of	the	less	predictable	books	in	the	series,	even	if	it	lacks	the	incisive	focus	of	Stine’s	best.			Legend	of	the	Lost	Legendvia	goodreads.com	35.
HOW	TO	KILL	A	MONSTER	(46)	At	this	point,	almost	everything	that	happens	in	this	book	has	happened	in	a	previous	book,	from	the	dog	scaring	the	kids	to	the	monster	with	the	glowing	eyes	to	the	siblings	trying	to	survive	to	the	possibly	insidious	grandparents.	If	you	haven’t	read	the	previous	45	books,	this	one	will	do	the	trick	competently,	but	it
offers	few	surprises.	How	to	Kill	a	Monstervia	goodreads.com	34.	BE	CAREFUL	WHAT	YOU	WISH	FOR	(12)	This	kind	of	tale	–	about	a	witch/gypsy/sorcerer	with	an	irksome	fondness	for	semantics	who	interprets	your	wishes	in	the	most	literal,	least	plausible	way	possible	–	has	been	done	many	times.	Stine	gives	it	a	twist	and	makes	the	witch	a	kind	of
amateur	who’s	yet	to	get	the	hang	of	things,	rather	than	being	a	malevolent	stickler	for	word	usage.	(Or…	is	she?)	Samantha	is	a	very	tall	young,	very	awkward	girl	who	has	yet	to	“grow	into	her	body.”	The	kids	at	school	make	fun	of	her	for	being	tall,	so	Samantha	makes	a	series	of	wishes	that	backfire	pretty	hard.	It’s	not	bad,	but	it’s	not	as
outlandish	as	it	could’ve/should’ve	been.	Be	Careful	What	You	Wish	Forvia	goosebumps.wikia.com	33.	THE	BEAST	FROM	THE	EAST	(43)	One	of	the	better,	later	entries,	with	a	pair	of	children	coaxed	into	a	deadly	game	of	tag	with	some	scary	furry	monsters	in	a	strange	alien	forest.	Stine	manages	to	pull	out	some	surprises	in	one	of	the	few	books
that	doesn’t	harken	back	to	classic	horror	tropes.	The	Beast	From	the	Eastvia	goodreads.com	32.	PIANO	LESSONS	CAN	BE	MURDER	(13)	I	never	played	piano,	but	I’ve	ascertained,	based	on	pretty	much	every	fictitious	depiction	I’ve	seen,	that	piano	lessons	are	awful.	There’s	a	ghost	here,	and	disembodied	hands,	and	a	“robotician.”	It’s	pretty	fun.
Piano	Lessons	can	be	Murdervia	goodreads.com	31.	MONSTER	BLOOD	III	(29)	Evan	eats	Monster	Blood.	Evan	gets	huge.	Monster	Blood	IIIvia	goosebumps.wikia.com	30.	THE	BLOB	THAT	ATE	EVERYTHING	(60)	Aspiring	writer	Zackie	is	given	a	special	typewriter	on	which	he	can	finish	his	story	about	a	blog	monster,	but	of	course	the	typewriter
transcribes	whatever	Zackie	writes	into	real	life.	Like	a	send-up	of	the	entire	series,	something	adults	will	probably	appreciate	more	than	kids.	The	Blob	That	Ate	Everythingvia	goosebumps.wikia.com	29.	THE	HAUNTED	SCHOOL	(59)	Moving	to	a	new	school	can	be	scary.	Moving	to	a	new	school	that	has	a	sideways-flying	elevator	that	transports	you
to	a	world	rendered	in	grayscale	is	even	scarier.	The	Haunted	Schoolvia	goosebumps.wikia.com	28.	A	SHOCKER	ON	SHOCK	STREET	(35)	Despite	the	Alice	Cooper-y	title,	the	35th	Goosebumps	book	takes	place	in	a	theme	park	designed	after	a	horror	movie	series,	replete	with	giant	bugs,	werewolves,	robots	and	ray	guns.	The	fixation	with
repurposed	movie	monsters	is	a	fun	turn	for	the	series,	and	offers	some	witty	observations	on	long-running	horror	franchises.	But	the	kids	will	probably	only	care	about	the	monsters	and	robots.	And	that	twist…	perfect.	A	Shocker	on	Shock	Streetvia	goosebumps.wikia.com	27.	RETURN	OF	THE	MUMMY	(23)	It’s	basically	a	retread	of	The	Curse	of	the
Mummy’s	Tomb,	but	that	book	is	awesome,	so	this	is	still	quite	good.	Return	of	the	Mummyvia	Amazon	26.	YOU	CAN'T	SCARE	ME!	(15)	Another	group	of	kids	who	love	scaring	each	other,	another	angry	young	boy	who	vows	revenge	on	someone	for	embarrassing	him.	But	these	kids	never	stop	trying	to	scare	each	other.	It’s	like	the	only	thing	they	do.
One	kid	drops	a	tarantula	in	another	kid’s	hair	(other	books	have	kids	pretending	to	do	such	things,	but	here	the	bastard	actually	does	it).	It’s	pretty	entertaining	reading	about	these	kids	being	jerks	to	each	other	and	waiting	for	the	mud	monsters	on	the	cover	to	finally	manifest,	which	don’t	show	up	until	the	end	of	the	book.	Some	people	hate	this
book	for	its	lack	of	horror	and	the	general	lack	of	monsters,	but	that	makes	it	a	refreshing	entry	in	the	series.	The	kids	turn	out	to	be	the	monsters	here.	You	Can't	Scare	Me!via	goodreads.com	25.	GHOST	BEACH	(22)	Jerry	and	Terri	Sadler	are	sent	by	their	parents	to	spend	a	month	on	a	beach	front	(poor	things),	where	they	meet	a	trio	of	children
who	are	also	named	Sadler,	and	who	have	the	same	freckles	as	Jerry	and	Terri.	There’s	also	a	gangly	old	man,	a	deadly	ghost,	and	a	dog.	This	is	actually	a	pretty	sad	book,	with	dead	kids	longing	for	friendship.	Ghost	Beachvia	bloody-disgusting.com	24.	DEEP	TROUBLE	(19)	Jaws	was	my	favorite	movie	as	a	kid	(and	kinda	still	is),	so	a	book	about
sharks	felt	like	Stine	penned	it	just	for	me.	It’s	not	really	about	sharks,	though:	it’s	about	mermaids,	and	greedy	pirate	businessmen.	That’s	cool,	too,	but	hammerhead	sharks…	Those	things	are	like	something	Lovecraft	dreamed	up.	Deep	Troublevia	goosebumps.wikia.com	23.	A	NIGHT	IN	TERROR	TOWER	(27)	A	pair	of	kids	visit	the	legendary	Tower
of	Terror	(no,	not	the	Disney	ride)	in	London	and	their	tour	guide,	jerk	that	he	is,	ends	up	luring	them	back	in	time,	where	all	sorts	of	back-in-time	terrors	occur.	It’s	a	fun	premise	that’s	–	*puts	on	sunglasses*	–	executed	well.	A	Night	in	Terror	Towervia	goodreads.com	22.	THE	CURSE	OF	CAMP	COLD	LAKE	(56)	The	last	really	good	Goosebumps
book.	Stine	revisited	camps	and	ghosts	and	scary	lakes,	all	classic	horror	stuff,	for	a	story	about	a	girl	who	pretends	to	drown	to	make	everyone	who	treated	her	poorly	feel	bad.	Unfortunately,	she	did	a	bad	job	of	faking	her	death,	because	she	actually	did	drown.	Dark	stuff.	The	Curse	of	Camp	Cold	Lakevia	sweetyhigh.com	21.	PHANTOM	OF	THE
AUDITORIUM	(24)	It	more	or	less	follows	the	plot	of	The	Phantom	of	the	Opera,	but	in	a	high	school.	It	works	really	well.	Phantom	of	the	Auditoriumvia	goosebumps.wikia.com	20.	THE	WEREWOLF	OF	FEVER	SWAMP	(14)	The	best	werewolf	Goosebumps	story	has	all	the	trappings	of	a	good	lycanthropy	tale:	Some	woods,	some	wolves,	a	creepy	old
hermit,	disconcerting	howling	in	the	dead	of	night,	and	a	boy	who	really	wants	a	pet	dog.	If	you	can’t	sympathize	with	a	kid	who	wants	a	dog,	you’re	not	human.	The	Werewolf	of	Fever	Swampvia	goosebumps.wikia.com	19.	I	LIVE	IN	YOUR	BASEMENT!	(61)	Marco’s	mother	is	overprotective	and	imbues	him	with	paranoia.	So	when	Marco	gets	cracked
in	the	head	with	a	baseball	(his	mother	having	warned	him	that	baseball	is	dangerous)	and	becomes	home-ridden,	he	begins	to	receive	strange	calls	from	someone	named	Keith	who	wants	to	help	Marco	recuperate.	Marco’s	sense	of	reality	warps,	and	things	get	weird.	The	cover	belies	the	actual	story,	which	is	more	of	a	paranoid	delusion	than	a
monster	mash.	The	penultimate	of	the	original	series	is	an	underrated	entry,	and	displays	a	kind	of	earnest	imagination	the	preceding	few	entries	(and	the	following	one)	lacked.			I	Live	In	Your	Basement!via	goosebumps.wikia.com	18.	REVENGE	OF	THE	LAWN	GNOMES	(34)	A	fun	twist	on	the	living	toy	trope,	this	middle	entry	in	the	series	has	a	kind
of	Eerie,	Indiana	or	Twilight	Zone	feeling,	wherein	the	story	isn’t	overly	concerned	with	horror	as	much	as	it	is	with	surrealism	and	paranoia.	A	family	and	their	overly-competitive	neighbour	get	into	a	spat	over	a	garden	rivalry,	and	some	nefarious	lawn	gnomes	start	to	cause	trouble	because	lawn	gnomes	are	jerks.	Stine,	like	Stephen	King,	excels	at
telling	stories	about	parents	not	believing	a	child	who’s	witnessed	some	crazy	shit.	Revenge	of	the	Lawn	Gnomesvia	goodreads.com	17.	ATTACK	OF	THE	MUTANT	(25)	This	is	admittedly	not	one	of	the	more	popular	books	in	the	series,	but	the	images	of	being	pulled	into	a	comic	book	have	stuck	with	me	over	the	years.	A	geeky	guy	named	Skipper
(who	names	their	kid	Skipper?)	gets	off	at	the	wrong	bus	stop,	a	pervasive	fear	of	anyone	who	relies	on	public	transportation,	and	ends	up	discovering	the	headquarters	of	the	Mutant,	arch	nemesis	of	the	Galloping	Gazelle.	The	Mutant	can	rearrange	his	molecules	to	resemble	anyone,	so	of	course	trust	is	a	fleeting	thing	in	this	story.	Not	only	does	a
young	girl	Skipper	meets	turn	out	to	be	evil,	but	so	does	his	beloved	Gazelle!	I	get	inexcusably	excited	over	this	story,	sorry.	Attack	of	the	Mutantvia	goodreads.com	16.	WELCOME	TO	DEAD	HOUSE	(1)	The	first	book	in	the	series	is	also	the	most	classically	gothic,	and	features	some	of	the	most	violent	imagery	of	any	Goosebumps	book.	A	family
moves	into	a	haunted	house,	as	families	tend	to	do	in	these	kinds	of	stories,	and	spooky	stuff	happens.	Towards	the	end,	when	our	childhood	heroes	fear	that	the	end	may	be	coming	(Stine	maintains	suspense	really	well	here,	and	never	veers	into	silliness),	they	cast	sunlight	upon	the	coalition	of	living	dead,	which	is	the	universal	way	of	thwarting	evil,
and	the	flesh	melts	from	the	ghosts'	faces.	This	book	is	intended	for	fourth	graders.	Welcome	to	Dead	Housevia	goodreads.com	15.	THE	CURSE	OF	THE	MUMMY'S	TOMB	(5)	As	a	kid,	I	was	fascinated	by	Egypt	and	mummies,	so	this	was	catnip	(Greg-nip?).	Mummies	aren’t	particularly	scary,	since	you	aren’t	likely	to	just	randomly	encounter	one	on
the	subway	or	in	your	backyard,	but	Stine	makes	this	story	(which	borrows	a	title	from	a	1960s	cult	classic	film)	tense	by	slowly	forcing	us	into	the	claustrophobic	confines	of	an	old	Egyptian	tomb	and	lacing	minute	details	(the	main	character’s	shoes	coming	untied	repeatedly)	into	the	action.	Also,	a	pit	of	scorpions.	The	Curse	of	the	Mummy’s
Tombvia	goodreads.com	14.	THE	SCARECROW	WALKS	AT	MIDNIGHT	(20)	Yo,	scarecrows	are	terrifying.	Look	at	that	cover!	As	with	Stine's	best,	the	book	slowly	unveils	its	horrors,	which,	while	not	entirely	surprising	(you	can’t	really	misinterpret	“the	scarecrow	walks	at	midnight”),	do	take	an	interesting	turn	halfway	through.	Stine	even	manages
to	incorporate	more	scary	living	toys	into	this	one,	just	to	hit	all	the	bases.	The	Scarecrow	Walks	at	Midnightvia	goodreads.com	13.	MONSTER	BLOOD	(3)	Often	thought	of	as	the	first	real	Goosebumps	book,	this	engendered	scaremonger	is	one	of	Stine’s	most	memorable,	if	inconsistent	creations:	a	viscous	fluid	that	does...	well,	whatever	Stine	wants
it	to.	The	cover	is	one	of	the	more	genuinely	creepy	ones,	too	(compare	it	to	the	increasingly	histrionic	sequels).	Evan,	the	series	longest-running	protagonist,	finds	in	a	toy	store	an	old	canister	containing	a	mysterious	green	goo.	Evan’s	dog	eats	some,	but	the	effects	of	the	goo	don’t	become	apparent	until	later	on.	(Stine	doesn’t	seem	to	love	dogs.)	He
paces	the	story	well	(a	staple	of	all	of	the	better,	earlier	books),	and	pleats	unexpected	reveals	(there’s	a	witch,	and	a	curse,	and	the	Monster	Blood	is	actually	maybe	sentient)	into	the	story.	Monster	Bloodvia	strangekidsclub.com	12.	IT	CAME	FROM	BENEATH	THE	SINK	(30)	Another	one	of	those	stories	that	channels	the	ridiculous	grotesqueries	of
50s	B-movies.	The	monster	is	a	“breathing	sponge,”	which	is,	of	course,	actually	a	monster.	If	you	hate	doing	dishes,	try	telling	your	roommates	that	the	sponge	is	a	monster?	It	Came	From	Beneath	the	Sinkvia	goodreads.com	11.	GO	EAT	WORMS!	(21)	One	of	the	weirdest	books	in	the	series,	this	particularly	paranoid	story	concerns	a	kid	who	plays
pranks	involving	worms	on	his	sister,	because	he’s	a	dick.	His	sister	tricks	him	into	thinking	the	worms	are	going	to	get	revenge	on	him,	and	soon	enough	a	giant	worm,	displeased	with	the	kid’s	treatment	of	her/its	spawn,	sets	its	sights	(do	worms	have	sight?)	on	him.	While	it	goes	more	for	the	icky	factor	than	outright	scares,	Go	Eat	Worms	has	the



same	gross	charm	and	dilapidated	view	of	high	school	life	you’d	find	in,	once	again,	a	50s	B-movie,	or	something	Stephen	King	might	have	dreamed-up	between	Christine	and	Cujo.	Go	Eat	Worms!via	fuse.tv	10.	BAD	HARE	DAY	(41)	Mostly	of	interest	to	those	who	are	fascinated	by	magic,	and	those	who’ve	ever	had	childhood	fantasies	of	turning	your
sibling	into	a	small	furry	animal.	Tim,	an	aspiring	magician	steals	his	favourite	magician’s	box	of	tricks	(“Amaz-O's	box	of	tricks”)	and	subsequently	turns	his	sister	into	a	rabbit.	Tim	is	admittedly	kinda	bland,	but	Amaz-O	is	wonderfully	wicked,	and	who	hasn’t	worried	that	the	people	you	idolise	might	turn	out	to	be	pretty	bad	people?	Plus,	the	cover	is
awesome.	Bad	Hare	Dayvia	goodreads.com	9.	WELCOME	TO	CAMP	NIGHTMARE	(9)	I	was	a	Boy	Scout,	and	grew	up	in	a	small	town	enveloped	by	woods.	The	idea	that	something	might	be	skulking	in	the	woods	waiting	to	devour	or	mutilate	me	was	terrifying.	(The	Evil	Dead	probably	best	encapsulated	that	fear	by	also	showing	how	ridiculous	that
fear	is.)	Welcome	to	Camp	Nightmare	begins	by	introducing	us	to	a	cast	of	colourful	characters,	who	are	then	abandoned	on	the	side	of	the	road	by	their	bus	driver.	It’s	a	surreal,	wholly	unexpected	introduction,	and	establishes	a	feeling	of	dismay	and	paranoia	immediately.	There	are	monsters,	of	course,	but	the	entire	camp	is	suffused	with	a	sense	of
dream	logic	dread	from	chapter	one,	and	the	Twilight	Zone-inspired	ending	is	a	doozy.	It	also	has	a	really	unnerving	scene	involving	children	using	guns,	which	will	probably	not	sit	well	with	people	in	2015,	so	be	warned.	Welcome	to	Camp	Nightmarevia	goodreads.com	8.	STAY	OUT	OF	THE	BASEMENT	(2)	One	of	the	recurring	fears	of	Stine’s	books
is	the	conception	that	your	parent	has	turned	against	you.	Few	ideas	are	scarier	to	a	child,	and	none	of	the	Goosebumps	books	implemented	and	executed	this	nightmarish	notion	better	than	Stay	Out	of	the	Basement,	the	second	book	in	the	series.	There	are	shades	of	Invasion	of	the	Body	Snatchers	here,	but	the	book	doesn’t	acquire	a	horrific
atmosphere	as	much	as	it	opens	with	one:	A	pair	of	children	(Stine	has	a	thing	for	terrorizing	siblings)	try	to	play	Frisbee	with	their	father,	but	he	gruffly	declines	to	pay	attention	to	them.	Something’s	wrong	with	dad…	There’s	genuine	suspense	here,	and	the	title	doesn’t	give	anything	away	(unlike,	say,	How	I	Learned	to	Fly).	By	the	end,	the	kids	stab
their	“father”	(who	bleeds)	and	then	hack	apart	the	plant-monster-hybrid	who	has	been	pretending	to	be	their	“father.”	It	ends	on	a	wickedly	clever	homage	to	The	Fly	(the	Vincent	Price	one),	almost	like	a	reward	for	discerning	parents.	Stay	Out	of	the	Basementvia	goodreads.com	7.	MONSTER	BLOOD	II	(18)	A	giant	hamster!	What’s	not	to	love	about
a	giant	hamster?	Actually,	the	hamster	is	only	the	size	of	a	rabbit	for	most	of	the	book,	but	the	promise	of	a	giant	hamster,	especially	if	it	looks	anything	like	it	does	on	the	gloriously	gaudy	cover,	is	what	makes	this	book	so	compulsively	readable.	This	is	one	of	the	ones	people	still	remember	well	into	their	20s	because,	again,	a	giant	hamster	monster,
which	is	named	Cuddles	(Cuddles!),	but	also	because	the	book	deals	prominently	with	bullying,	and	the	feeling	that	teachers	either	can’t	help	you,	or	won’t	help	you.	Oh,	also,	it	climaxes	with	Evan	drinking	Monster	Blood	so	that	he	can	become	10	feet	tall	and	wrestle	the	giant	hamster.	Don’t	you	wish	you’d	thought	of	that?	Monster	Blood	IIvia
goodreads.com	6.	NIGHT	OF	THE	LIVING	DUMMY	(7)	Probably	the	most	iconic	of	Stine’s	myriad	creations,	Slappy	the	doll	is	the	stuff	from	whence	nightmares	are	made.	Night	of	the	Living	Dummyvia	goodreads.com	5.	SAY	CHEESE	AND	DIE!	(4)	Yes,	the	title	is	ridiculous	(though	innately	less	ridiculous	than	its	misbegotten	sequel),	but	it	obscures
the	severe	derangement	of	the	story.	There’s	a	creepy	old	house,	a	creepy	old	man	named	Spidey,	and	a	piece	of	archaic	technology	(film	cameras	are	just	so	much	scarier	than	digital	ones)	that	causes	bad	things	to	happen.	Like,	really	bad	things.	Like	death.	Add	in	some	clever	pop-culture	references,	some	more	violence,	and	another	500	pages	and
this	could	be	a	Stephen	King	book.	Say	Cheese	and	Die!via	goodreads.com	4.	NIGHT	OF	THE	LIVING	DUMMY	II	(31)	Replacing	the	family	of	the	original	book	with	a	coterie	of	hippies,	the	sequel	to	Night	of	the	Living	Dummy	is	basically	a	retread	of	the	original	book,	but	with	more	flair.	It	may	not	be	as	scary,	but	it	does	an	admirable	job	of	sending-
up	the	tropes	of	the	killer	doll	genre.	Amy,	an	aspiring	ventriloquist,	has	an	old	dummy	named	Dennis	who	has	become	almost	unusable	with	age.	So	Lucy’s	dad	buys	her	a	new	dummy,	Slappy,	who	for	some	reason	has	a	moldy	sandwich	stuffed	inside	his	head.	Slappy	soon	causes	all	kinds	of	mischief.	I	prefer	this	one	to	the	original	if	only	because	it
ends	with	a	weird	dummy	jealously	spat	in	which	Dennis	smashes	Slappy’s	head.	Night	of	the	Living	Dummy	IIvia	goodreads.com	3.	THE	GIRL	WHO	CRIED	MONSTER	(8)	Stine	finds	inspiration	for	one	of	his	most	unnerving	books	in	a	local	library,	which	should	resonate	with	any	kid	who	spent	his/her	childhood	perusing	book	shelves,	or	had	to	deal
with	a	creepy	curmudgeon	of	a	librarian.	(I	was	a	library	kid,	but	luckily	I	had	a	phenomenal	librarian	named	Mr.	Carol.	He	even	helped	me	send	a	hand-drawn	manuscript	for	a	Spider-Man	comic	to	Marvel;	they	sent	me	a	very	nice	rejection	letter.)	Lucy	loves	monster	books,	despite	the	attempts	of	her	librarian	to	make	her	read	“the	classics.”	Of
course,	the	librarian	turns	out	to	be	a	monster	who	munches	on	bugs	and	turtles	after	hours.	Lucy	tries	to	prove	to	her	friends	and	family	that	the	librarian	is	a	monster,	but	she	is	thwarted	by	poor	luck	and	the	disbelief	of	adults	every	step	of	the	way.	The	ending	is	one	of	the	balls-out	craziest	of	the	series.	The	Girl	Who	Cried	Monstervia
goosebumps.wikia.com	2.	ONE	DAY	AT	HORRORLAND	(16)	One	of	the	most	oft-used	clichés	of	movie	blurbs	is	likening	a	movie	to	a	roller	coaster.	That	cliché	wouldn’t	be	totally	inapt	here,	as	the	story	literally	concerns	an	amusement	park,	but	also	because	One	Day	at	HorrorLand	is	Stine's	most	relentlessly-paced	Goosebumps	book.	Instead	of	a
single	child	or	pair	of	siblings,	an	entire	family	is	terrorized	here,	as	Stine	channels	Tobe	Hooper’s	Funhouse	in	his	depiction	of	theme	park	terror.	The	book	wastes	no	time,	throwing	the	family	into	peril	almost	immediately	with	constant	threats	of	death.	It’s	persistently	fun,	and	the	ending	is	one	of	the	funniest,	and	most	absurd	(in	the	Camus	sense),
of	the	series.	One	Day	at	Horrorlandvia	goodreads.com	1.	THE	HAUNTED	MASK	(11)	The	best	Goosebumps	book,	which	harkens	back	to	Halloween	III:	Season	of	the	Witch	as	much	as	it	does	any	19th	century	gothic	tale,	is	a	terrifying	account	of	a	young	girl	(an	adolescent	Scream	Queen,	if	you	will)	named	Carly	Beth	who	is	tricked	into	eating	a
worm	sandwich	and,	like	so	many	ill-fated	Stine	characters,	vows	revenge.	In	an	attempt	to	put	together	the	scariest	Halloween	costume,	she	acquires	a	repulsive	mask,	one	that	turns	out	to	be	a	living	succubus	entity,	which	slowly	transforms	Cary	Beth	into	a	Hyde-like	monster.	This	is	a	classic	kind	of	scary	story	in	which	the	heroine	becomes	the
villain,	and,	as	the	cover	suggests,	this	one	is	entirely	devoid	of	silliness.	Not	to	harp	too	much	on	the	Stephen	King	similarities	in	the	series,	but	the	mysterious	new	costume	shop,	the	enigmatic	shop	owner,	the	revenge	theme,	the	idea	of	trying	to	scare	someone	and	having	it	backfire	on	you	–	this	is	quintessential	horror	fiction	stuff.			The	Haunted
Maskvia	goodreads.com	AmazonThe	entire	original	62-book	Goosebumps	series	marked	an	important	part	of	our	childhoods:	the	excited	feeling	of	being	just	a	little	bit	terrified.	Whether	the	books	still	send	a	shiver	down	your	spine,	creep	you	out	even	more	as	an	adult,	or	just	straight-up	provide	you	with	nostalgia	for	your	youth,	take	a	peek	at	our
picks	for	scariest	Goosebumps	books.	From	Welcome	to	Dead	House,	the	first	of	the	series,	to	The	Ghost	Next	Door,	the	saddest	of	the	series,	to	The	Haunted	Mask,	one	of	the	classics	of	the	series,	the	novels	ahead	will	be	sure	to	give	you	a	scare	—	and	twist	endings	like	no	other.	Reader	beware	.	.	.AmazonThe	first	book	in	the	original	series,
Welcome	to	Dead	House	definitely	sets	the	scene	for	all	61	books	to	follow.	Siblings	Amanda	and	Josh	are	strangers	in	a	new	neighborhood,	so	what's	left	to	do	but	go	exploring,	especially	after	their	dog	runs	away?	Soon,	however,	they	wind	up	figuring	out	the	dark	secret	of	Dark	Falls	—	and	it's	something	you'll	only	want	to	read	with	the	light
on.AmazonIt's	one	thing	to	make	up	a	few	monster	stories	now	and	then,	like	protagonist	Lucy,	but	once	you	see	your	librarian	eating	flies?	That's	a	whole	other	story	(specifically,	a	story	called	The	Girl	Who	Cried	Monster).	It's	one	that	gets	a	whole	lot	weirder	as	it	continues	.	.	.AmazonOne	of	the	most	horrifying	—	and	definitely	the	saddest	—	tales
of	the	series,	The	Ghost	Next	Door	is	the	story	of	Hannah,	who	spends	the	Summer	exploring	her	neighborhood	and	doing	what	she	can	to	have	fun	(fitting	in	with	the	attire	of	the	time,	our	heroine	wears	a	whole	lot	of	Day	Glo	green).	One	day	during	her	adventures,	she	meets	her	new	neighbor,	Danny,	whose	constant	disappearances	make	her	start
to	suspect	that	he's	a	ghost.	The	truth	is	worse	than	she	ever	thought	possible.AmazonThe	Haunted	Mask	is	the	story	of	Carly	Beth,	who	is	so	mercilessly	teased	by	classmates	Steve	and	Chuck	that	she's	determined	to	get	revenge	on	them	by	buying	the	most	grotesque	Halloween	disguise	she	can	find	and	scaring	the	crap	out	of	them	on	Halloween
night.	But	what	happens	when	the	mask	isn't	just	a	mask	and	turns	out	to	be	something	.	.	.	more?	This	is	a	classic	entry	in	the	Goosebumps	hall	of	fame.AmazonWe	don't	know	about	you,	but	we're	pretty	sure	we'd	never	take	piano	lessons	from	a	man	named	Dr.	Shreek.	However,	in	Piano	Lessons	Can	Be	Murder,	main	character	Jerry	isn't	fazed	by
his	piano	teacher's	moniker	(though	he	should	be),	and	quickly	takes	up	piano	lessons	with	him.	Needless	to	say,	it's	a	near-fatal	mistake.AmazonIf	a	scarecrow	must	detach	from	his	post	and	start	scampering	around,	what	better	time	than	midnight,	amirite?	All	"corny"	jokes	aside,	The	Scarecrow	Walks	at	Midnight	is	a	creeper	of	a	tale	about
multitudes	of	moving	scarecrows	that	haunt	Jodie	and	Mark	—	and	not	just	at	nighttime.	The	only	way	to	stop	them	is,	of	course,	a	dangerous	one.AmazonSteve,	bully-turned-protagonist	from	The	Haunted	Mask,	returns	to	have	his	own	adventure	with	a	spooky	Halloween	disguise	in	The	Haunted	Mask	II.	Only	this	time,	the	mask	he	chooses	is	a
grotesque	old	man	crawling	with	spiders.	But	as	with	Carly	Beth,	he's	not	attached	to	the	mask	—	the	mask	is	attached	to	him.AmazonEasily	one	of	the	scariest	Goosebumps	books	on	record,	The	Headless	Ghost	is	a	story	within	a	story,	a	tale	of	a	boy	named	Andrew	who	haunts	his	former	home,	looking	for	his	head.	According	to	the	story,	after	the
boy	had	seen	a	ghost	himself,	the	ghost	tore	off	Andrew's	head	and	hid	it	somewhere	in	the	house,	and	Andrew	now	wanders	around	looking	for	it.	Now,	two	young	friends,	Duane	and	Stephanie,	are	obsessed	with	the	story	and	the	house.	But	what	happens	when	they	run	into	the	ghost	himself?AmazonR.L.	Stine's	campfire	ghost	stories	are	among	his
best,	and	Ghost	Camp	is	the	perfect	example.	Imagine	going	to	sleepaway	camp	for	the	first	time,	your	stomach	already	in	knots	with	nerves	and	excitement,	when	you	suddenly	find	yourself	running	for	your	life	—	from	the	camp.	That's	exactly	what	happens	to	main	character	Harry!AmazonAt	first,	the	cool	trick-or-treating	town	Drew	and	Walker
find	is	every	candy-eating	kid's	dream:	it	has	the	biggest	chocolate	bars	and	a	never-ending	supply	of	all	the	best	Halloween	haul.	However,	things	take	a	turn	for	the	creepy	in	Attack	of	the	Jack-o'-Lanterns	when	the	pumpkin-headed	townsfolk	don't	seem	to	be	wearing	costumes	.	.	.AmazonThe	ending	is	by	far	the	best	part	of	this	book,	and	even
though	it	came	out	close	to	25	years	ago,	we	still	don't	want	to	spoil	it	for	you.	Instead,	we'll	leave	you	with	this:	of	all	the	Goosebumps	twists,	Calling	All	Creeps	has	the	scariest	—	and	perhaps	the	most	satisfying.AmazonThe	Curse	of	Camp	Cold	Lake	is	so	bone-chilling	it	still	sends	shivers	down	our	spines.	Our	protagonist,	Sarah,	hates	her	sleep-
away	camp	to	begin	with	—	but	she	really	hates	it	when	she	believes	the	ghost	of	a	dead	girl	who	drowned	at	the	lake	is	trying	to	kill	her.	It's	like	a	Friday	the	13th	for	kids,	only	with	a	totally	different	twist	ending.AmazonYou	only	have	to	see	The	Sixth	Sense	to	know	what	goes	down	when	schools	are	haunted.	But	in	the	world	of	Goosebumps,	things
can	get	a	little	bit	more	dark	(and	we	mean	that	literally).	The	Haunted	School	sees	Tommy	and	his	friend	Ben	attempt	to	save	the	class	of	1947,	who	are	somehow	locked	inside	the	school	via	a	black-and-white	photo,	meaning	they	are	trapped	inside	a	colorless	world	for	their	entire	ghostly	existence.	Despite	the	boys'	heroic	efforts,	however,	by	the
end	of	the	book,	it	looks	like	Ben	and	Tommy	are	doomed	to	the	same	fate	themselves	.	.	.


