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Pick a category to filter your recs$$ - $$$ ¢ Irish, Bar, Cafe$$ - $$$ ¢ Irish, European, Healthy$$$$ * Healthy, Vegetarian friendly$ ¢« American, Deli, Hungarian Cork has amazing magnetism in so many different ways. It’s an immersive experience that will satisfy the needs of any visitor, whatever your interests. As well as visiting attractions or
engaging in activities, many get to experience true local life, brought alive by the people that you encounter during your stay. Nestled in the South West of Ireland between the signature visitor experiences of Ireland’s Ancient East and the Wild Atlantic Way, Cork offers the history, heritage and landmarks accompanied by artisan food and drink and a
strong cultural, musical and artistic vibe. We are a place of dramatic natural landscapes, riverscapes, harbours, bays and seascapes. A place of mountains, river valleys and coastlines. Cork is distinctive and it offers unmissable experiences that can be enjoyed in multiple ways. The city and county complement each other well; the coastline offers a
calm escape or a sporty challenge, the hills and mountains are there to admire or climb and the rich food heritage adds an element of discovery and satisfaction to any day out. For many visitors who live in other parts of Ireland, Cork is a special place that holds nostalgic memories of their own childhood-family holidays. That’s the magic of Cork that
will bring people back time and time again. Visit Cork is Cork’s visitor organisation, leading the way in promoting Cork to people who are about to embark on a visit to Cork. Their aim is to educate and enrich the visitor experience and their website is a central hub to find out more about what Cork has to offer, visitor attractions, places to stay,
festivals and events and much more, so please it as a resource to build knowledge or plan your trip. The visitor experience in Cork is ‘made by many’. The many different characters that you will meet who will welcome you like an old friend and go out of their way to ensure your stay is a happy one. Our people are characterised by commentators as
being amiable, approachable, helpful, open and independent minded. They are free-thinking who will share their stories and their passion for what’s real in life. They will want to connect with you and make you feel at home in a county that they have a deep pride and passion for. Many visitors want to immerse themselves in the locality of the place
they are staying in. Cork is not manufactured, it is a truly authentic experience that is a rich mix of its traditional past and forward thinking focus. Visitors who have a deep appreciation for locally relevant activities and produce will not be disappointed in Cork. Community focused activities such as visiting local farmers markets, food producers or
craft studios are available in most parts of Cork. Walking tours of villages or forests or a river or lake adventure are in abundance. Because of the local knowledge of the people, you will be able to discover the locality of Cork in a true and meaningful way and will never be too far from the next exciting experience. Cork is a lush coastal playground
backed by rolling hills with an endless succession of ports, coves and bays that are a magnet for sailors and those who just love to be by the sea. It has a maritime history spanning over a thousand years, including the most influential periods of European exploration. Here you will discover an immersive and quirky way to experience history and
heritage that will stimulate all your senses. Cork has the longest shoreline of any county in Ireland, the last sunset in Europe and one of the deepest natural harbours in the world. A Maritime Haven is the wild and rugged yet serene coastline that can be experienced through land or sea. See the colourful towns and villages; taste the abundance of
local artisanal produce, savour the many stories and traditions from the locals. Hear the quirky and quick-witted Cork personality with its uplifting tone, with lyrics around every corner, and experience a local creative vibe that stimulates all five senses. It is the layering of these things together that creates a true maritime haven. The port and the
coastal lands of Cork has created a wealth of maritime and outdoor activities, set in a scenic and unique lifestyle setting that allows you to explore the beautiful coastline in a number of different ways. We are a place that’s culturally rich and vibrant. A place with a wide range of cultural facilities and events as well as a creative flair that contributes to
the cosmopolitan feel of the region’s city and towns. There are festivals with an international reputation, all of which add to the quality of life and visitor experience to be had in the region. There are many authentic experiences on offer, many of which mean exploring something new or unexpected. The storytelling festival on Cape Clear, the story of
Cork harbour, the Butter Museum or a trip to Blarney Castle. The stories of anywhere you choose to visit will complement each other and add to overall experience and love for Cork. Cork’s creativity energy exudes from the people of Cork, inspired by the place of Cork. To get into the mindset of our creative offering, visit the English Market or local
farmer’s market and hear of the local stories connected with our artisanal produce. Or why not visit a local craftsperson and hear first hand of the inspiration behind their work; go a step further and engage in a creative workshop to make something, not just buy it. By evening time, you’ll be ready for a live music session, often put together by a group
of local people with a passion for the instrument they play. Whether you are visiting on your own, as a couple or in a group, there are some cool, exciting and energising things to do in Cork. From morning to night, there is enough to do that you will remember for a lifetime. If you are ready to try new things, Cork has a lot to offer; you can explore the
city by day, on foot, by bike, kayak or currach and then immerse yourself in the city’s unique atmosphere at night. Across city and county you will be able to enjoy lots of new, quirky activities such as kayaking at night, Triskel Arts Centre, live music events and water sports. If planning your visit at festival time, you will get to enjoy the vibe of local
and international entertainment in all its glory - street performers, live music, comedy tours and street art. So, if you are coming from afar on a main holiday or another part of Ireland for a long weekend, you won’t be disappointed with what Cork has to offer. It’s impossible to detail all that is great about Cork in one website, it’s the personal
experience that matters. But here’s just a quick look at some of Cork’ strongest assets: West Cork and the Islands Fota Island, Blarney Stone, Ballymaloe, Midleton Distillery The Blackwater and Doneraile The characterful people and progressive thinking Strong tradition of music The artisanal producers and the English Market Second largest natural
harbour in the world Marine and coastline accessibility High standard of accommodation offered in hotels and guest houses Cork is increasingly attracting business tourism as organisers recognise the attraction of hosting their conferences in the region. With world class conference facilities for up to 1,000 delegates, and internationally acclaimed
hotels, set against a backdrop of 1,100 km of coastline and internationally renowned golf courses in Ireland’s gourmet capital, Cork offers a compelling location for business visitors. The Cork Convention Bureau can help event organisers with practical supports and advice to ensure the smooth running and success of their event. 7. Discover the
beauty and bounty of the land in West CorkIf you're looking for County Cork destinations outside the city, consider visiting West Cork—one of the 7 hidden-gem places to visit in Ireland. The region stretches from Kinsale, a town south of Cork City, to the tip of the Beara Peninsula on Ireland’s West Coast, and is known for wild plant life, rocky coastal
beaches, and vast farmland punctuated by charming towns. “Everything about Ireland is beautiful! Luscious green landscapes, cliffs, rolling hills, castles, quaint towns, so much history. So picturesque. My favorite town was Cork. Quaint and so beautiful,” said traveler Alicia.While you explore the beautiful wilderness of West Cork, be sure to sample
the land and its bounty of organic produce, artisan cheeses, and locally raised meat and fish. On our Ireland: A Feast of Culinary Flavors & Local Traditions tour, you'll have the opportunity to tour an organic farm and participate in a seasonal activity like jam making or blueberry picking. For stunning views of Sheep’s Head Lighthouse and Dunmanus
Bay, add our Sheep’s Head Peninsula & Bantry House Tea excursion where you’ll explore part of the coastline on foot before ending the day with a traditional tea service at the stately Bantry House and Garden. Insider tip: Visit one of the many farmers’ markets or grab a bite at a restaurant to savor some of the region’s abundant produce. On our A
Week in Ireland: Dublin, Cork & Galway tour and our Ireland for Solo Travelers tour, you’ll have the option to visit West Cork and enjoy a traditional meal on our Evening in Kinsale excursion. Are you looking for a comprehensive Cork travel guide? Cork City is the second largest city in Ireland after Dublin. Corkonians, however, refer to Cork as the
“Real Capital” owing to its history. For a long period of time, Cork had a sizable seaport. It began on an island in the Lee River’s swampy estuary (where the name Cork comes from the Irish word Corcaigh, meaning “marsh”) and gradually climbed both sides of the steep banks. Viking invaders expanded Cork, which had begun as a monastic
settlement, around 915. Cork was once completely surrounded by fortifications, and remnants of the medieval town center can still be seen on South and North Main streets. The city earned the nickname “the rebel city” as a result of its support for the Yorkist cause during the Wars of the Roses. Corkonians refer to the city as “the real capital”
because of its opposition to the Anglo-Irish Treaty during the Irish Civil War. Cork’s city center is now an island sandwiched between two Lee River channels that meet downstream at the city’s eastern end, where quays and docks connect to Lough Mahon and Cork Harbour, one of the world’s largest natural harbors. Cork Travel Guide: Best Places To
Stay, Eat And See (For 2024) RELATED READ: As a tourist destination, Cork has something for everyone. Numerous parks, museums, galleries, and other tourist attractions are located throughout the city. The picturesque city center provides easy access to numerous historical, natural, and cultural attractions. Are you thinking about making a trip to
this southern city in the near future? This Cork travel guide will assist you in planning your visit and revealing why Cork City is referred to as Ireland’s “true” capital. Best Time To Visit Cork Temperatures in the southern city of Cork are regulated by the North Atlantic Current, which travels through the Atlantic Ocean. Cork receives significantly
more rain than Dublin throughout the year, with the heaviest rainfall occurring in the winter months. If you are planning to visit, make sure to check weather forecasts. From May to August is the best time to visit Cork. It’s also a good idea to go in the early fall. Cork hosts an abundance of fantastic festivals. Many of them take place between spring
and autumn, when Cork is at its most picturesque. The Cork Jazz Festival and the Cork Folk Festival are two fantastic festivals to attend in October. How To Get Around Cork Cork, as a major city in Ireland, has a well-developed public transportation system. This simplifies the process of getting around Cork. If you are planning to visit the city’s major
tourist attractions, the city is compact enough that you may be able to walk almost everywhere. Other places or day trips, like Blarney Castle & Gardens, would require taking public transportation. If you're visiting Cork soon and want to know how to get around, check out this Cork travel guide to help you out. Walking By car By train By bus Bike
share Where To Stay in Cork RELATED READ: Cork, one of the most popular tourist destinations in Ireland, is beautiful all year. It is a cosmopolitan college town with affordable dining and a vibrant nightlife. RELATED READ: How To Apply For Ireland Tourist Visa For FilipinosAs one of Ireland’s larger cities, Cork offers a diverse selection of hostels,
bed and breakfasts, hotels, and vacation rentals to suit any traveler’s needs and budget. Here are some of the best places to stay in Cork City. Kinlay House Hostel Cork Cheap dormitory rooms with a bright and lively atmosphere are what make Kinlay House Hostel. Guests could enjoy a walking distance from the Cork English Market as well as the
Cork Opera House. Kinlay House is one of the most flexible accommodations in Cork. It has a variety of rooms to choose from. They have private standard rooms for those who want to enjoy a room for themselves. If you want to stick to your budget, they also have dormitory rooms offered at a cheap price. CHECK HOTEL RATES | HOTEL REVIEWS IN
TRIPADVISOR Hotel Isaacs Cork First on the list of mid-range hotels in Cork is Hotel Isaacs which is one of the best value accommodations in the city. Check out its affordable spacious rooms.Hotel Isaacs is a boutique hotel that offers mid-range rooms for guests who want to stay close to the city center. The English Market and Shandon Steeple are
the closest attractions from the hotel but bus stops leading to other parts of Cork are also nearby. Each room has a full kitchen and a private bathroom. CHECK HOTEL RATES | HOTEL REVIEWS IN TRIPADVISOR Hayfield Manor If you're looking for a luxury hotel with a beauty spa and an elegant restaurant, Hayfield Manor is the perfect
accommodation for you. They have a variety of luxurious rooms fit for royalties like their guests. The bedrooms are not only fancy but the toilets as well. The rooms also feature a flat-screen TV and an entertainment system. If you prefer a relaxing afternoon, the hotel also has a pretty garden for afternoon walks and beauty treatments in its spa.
CHECK HOTEL RATES | HOTEL REVIEWS IN TRIPADVISOR RELATED READ: Where To Eat Cork is dubbed the “foodie capital” of Ireland. That alone should persuade you to pay a visit to this charming city. Many of Ireland’s best and most prestigious restaurants are located in the city. From cafes and eateries serving food made with the famous
Cork butter (visit the museum, too!) and cheese to seafood restaurants, here are some of the best dining places in Cork. Strasbourg Goose View this post on Instagram A post shared by Stein Halvorsen (@attevar) A restaurant in Cork known for its unbeatable value for money, Strasbourg Goose should be on top of your must-visit places to eat
here.They have the popular three-course menu that costs 21, with a varied menu for each course. If you avail of this, there’s also an option to trade one course for a glass of wine. Regular customers recommend that you try their seafood offerings as a starter, then go for the steak and finish with a decadent dessert. The food is delicious and the
portions are quite generous, so make it a point to visit this restaurant when you’re in Cork. RELATED READ: 11 Best Honeymoon Destinations In Ireland Cafe Gusto View this post on Instagram A post shared by Café Gusto (@cafegusto) A classic example of a small place but big in taste, Cafe Gusto serves casual dining fare that are hearty and
delicious. This is the Cork restaurant that’s known for its rolls, salads, and wraps, as well as tapas and hot dishes. Try their filling sandwiches as well as dishes like Italian meatballs or Iberico Chorizo & Chickpea Stew. Cafe Gusto also serves good coffee and if you're going here in the evening, you may bring your own drinks for a minimal corkage fee.
Farmgate Cafe Farmgate Cafe is among the best restaurants in Cork for a reason, and it starts with its location. It is in the mezzanine of the English Market, and you can even choose a seat where you can watch the hustle and bustle in the area. If you prefer a quieter atmosphere, the dining room boasts of artsy walls that feature works by local artists
and even poetry. This poetry wall features poems from Irish and international poets, carefully curated by the café. A lovely place to visit any time of the day, Farmgate Cafe serves local dishes, using quality ingredients sourced from local producers. A must-try is their tripe and onions with drisheen, Irish lamb stew, and their hearty sandwiches.
Where To Drink/Party If you're in Cork for a visit and want to experience the nightlife, you’'re in for a treat! Owing to Cork’s university status, expect to see a large number of young, energetic students in search of cheap drinks and a good time! This is the crowd you want to be around when you’re in the mood to party, and this Cork nightlife guide
should assist you in planning your ideal pub crawl. Thus, here are some of Cork’s best drinking and partying establishments. Costigan’s Pub Costigan’s dates back to 1849 when it first opened its doors for business, making it one of Cork City’s oldest pubs. Visitors to the city often stop by to sample the pub’s extensive selection of gins and whiskeys.
With its prime location on Washington Street, Costigan’s managed to hold on to much of its historic charm. The bar counter, cozy snug, and parlor area with fireplace are all part of the establishment’s offerings. The Corner House The Corner House offers a glimpse into more traditional Irish nightlife, which may be too. laid back for professional
partygoers. It’s a convenient location for a night out in the Victorian Quarter. The Corner House has a wide selection of beverages, from wine to craft beer, on its menu. Local bands and singers perform traditional Irish music in the early evenings and into the wee hours of the night. This is a great spot to unwind with a cold beer. Sin E View this post
on Instagram A post shared by Sin E (@sin_ebarcork) “Sin E” (Gaelic for “this is it”) is a fitting name for this pub, which truly does have it all. With over 150 years of continuous service, this bar is not short on history or character. Downstairs is always crowded, so if you prefer to sit, you’ll want to arrive early. RELATED READ: Dublin To Cork: How
To Travel To Cork From DublinThe atmosphere at Sin-E remains vibrant, with a long-standing tradition of good music and beer to keep things going strong. The bartenders are enthusiastic and attentive as they serve up a wide selection of spirits and local craft beers to their customers. This folk music joint’s relaxed atmosphere makes it easy to strike
up a conversation with the locals. Things To Do In Cork There are almost innumerable things to do in Cork City. The city is home to a number of Cork county’s most popular tourist attractions. There is something for everyone, from historical landmarks and world-famous restaurants to museums and bustling little pubs. This Cork travel guide includes
a variety of activities that will ensure that you get the most out of your visit. Fancy the 16th-century art in the Crawford Art Gallery, Cork The Crawford Art Gallery holds an array of art pieces from the 16th century until the present. It features paintings, sculptures, and prints on all three floors of the building. While there are permanent exhibits, the
gallery also has open doors for special exhibits which are only available for a certain season. It also offers presentations and hands-on experiences. Revisit the city’s history in Cork Public Museum This Georgian House in one of the most popular parks in Cork City hosts a variety of artifacts which could help you take a tour back to the city’s past. The
Cork Public Museum exhibits items from the Bronze Era, War of Independence, etc. You can also find examples of Cork silver and needlepoint lace in this museum. Take a trip to the Cork City Gaol Of course, Cork City also has unusual tourist attractions which turned out to be one of the best experiences in the city. The Cork City Gaol used to be the
city’s home for lawless citizens until it was closed in 1923. From 1824 until 1923, this prison witnessed a lot of history which is now the main highlight of the guided tours in Cork City Gaol. It also has a picnic area for families who want to stay after the tour, a souvenir shop for those who want to take home badass pieces of the prison’s history, and a
cafe for those who want to take a break. Be mesmerized by St. Fin Barre’s Cathedral Saint Fin Barre’s Cathedral is a neo-Gothic cathedral built for the devotees of the city’s patron saint. This cathedral is surely difficult to miss most especially when you’re walking along Dean Street at night. The three spires of the cathedral and its architectural style
give the city’s skyline a mystical touch. The interior of the cathedral is also as breathtaking as the exterior so whether you're in Cork City as a pilgrim or as a tourist, the Cathedral should make it to your list of things to do in Cork City. [adinserter name="Block 1”] Hi, I'm Christine - a full-time traveler and career woman. Although I'm from the
Philippines, my location independent career took me to over 60 countries for the past 12 years. I also lived in 4 continents - from the Caribbean, South East Asia, Africa and now in Europe. But despite living in several countries, my love for Ireland remains the same. A country that had been a part of my life since I was 14 because of my love for Irish
music and bands. Ireland Travel Guides was born because of this passion and hopefully, in some little ways, this website will be able to help you on your next trip to Ireland. Skip to main content Go to My Ireland Oops... something went wrong! While offline, you can still add items to ‘My Board’. New travel reccomendations will only show up once
you're back online. While offline, you can still add items to ‘My Board’. New travel reccomendations will only show up once you’re back online. Items without a physical location are not shown in map view. Look out for the little heart icon around Ireland.com, simply tap the icon to start adding items to your board! 3 min read Cork City is yours to
explore with a world-class market, historic fort and incredible food and drink to enjoy 26 May 2025 Sign up to receive free email newsletters from Tourism Ireland, including vacation ideas, insider tips, news, and events. Get to know Cork city through modern masterpieces, a bustling covered market and the blessed brews of a Franciscan pub. Just
don’t time yourself by the church tower - its clock is known as the four-faced liar! The envy of foodies throughout Ireland, the English Market has been around since 1788. Far from being English (it’s named for its Protestant origins), this is the place to pick up traditional specialities like drisheen and pigs’ trotters, although the 55 or so stalls also
stock bread, fish, cheese and fruit and veg. The market has survived fire, civil war and an attempted name change, but it took a failed bid to replace it with a parking lot in the 1980s for the people of Cork to realise that their culinary capital was worth saving! Today hailed as the "best covered market in the UK and Ireland" by chef Rick Stein, the
English Market is thriving. Drop into the Farmgate Café for delicious dishes made from the market’s wares. A mixture of grand Gothic and classical architecture, Cork City Gaol looks more like a castle than a penitentiary. But don't be fooled - these elegant walls have enclosed some of the most battle-hardened veterans of armed struggle. And not
very well, either, if you consider one frosty night in 1923 when no less than 42 prisoners tied clothes and sheets together and snuck over the walls in batches of 14, fleeing silently into the night on stockinged feet. This was chiefly a women'’s prison, where many republican women were held during the War of Independence. Take a tour through the
gloomy cells and corridors to be transported back to those tough and turbulent times. Built almost 400 years ago, this bruiser regularly caught the eye of attacking forces, right up until the Irish Civil War of the 1920s. In fact, after the original structure took shape in 1601, locals were so worried by the potential for invasion that they destroyed it. Bad
idea: when order was restored, the people of Cork were made to rebuild it again at their own expense. The fort was replaced in 1624 and Oliver Cromwell is said to have added improvements while besieging the city, resulting in roughly what we see today. Take a stroll along the ramparts - many claim this offers the best view over Cork city. The
weight of Cork's lengthy history adds a certain richness to this city, not least of all to its strong tradition of brewing, reinvigorated today at the Franciscan Well. The brewery is named after the site itself, where a medieval Franciscan monastery once stood - complete with a healing well. While the beer brewed onsite today may not technically have
curative powers, it’s still pretty good! Patrons can choose from a range of specialist lager, ale, stout and wheat beers, as well as various tipples from micro-breweries all round the world. Relax with a pint in the beer garden, where tunes from local musicians often fill the rafters. Cheers! There's nothing quite like a stroll through University College
Cork, along the leafy banks of the River Lee. The trees adorning this verdant campus lend it a stately air; in the President's Garden, there even stands one that was brought back from the trenches of the First World War as a sapling that had sprouted in the pocket of a fallen soldier. Indoors, the award-winning Lewis Glucksman Gallery hosts regular
exhibitions and continues the university's proud tradition of nurturing the visual arts. In fact, the entire campus is dotted with numerous works of sculpture, photography, print and paint. See how many you can spot as you ramble through the grounds... Although the cathedral that stands today is a French Neo-Gothic masterpiece, this site has been
used for Christian worship since Cork's patron saint Fin Barre established a monastery here the 7th century. After numerous changes, renovations and re-builds, the current cathedral was completed in the 19th century, for the princely sum of more than £100,000 - obliterating the paltry original budget of £15,000. When you see the beautiful stained
glass, ornate organ and preserved 12th century carved stone heads, you'll appreciate why. Keep a sharp eye on the angel on the cathedral's east side - local legend holds that he will blow his bugle to herald the Apocalypse! Just how much the people of Cork love St Anne's Church becomes clear once you learn that the red sandstone and white
limestone of the church's tower are said to have inspired the red and white of Cork’s sporting colors. Although a church has existed here since medieval times, the one that stands tall above the city today was built in 1722. Don’t trust the clock on the tower, though - locals call it the ‘four-faced liar’, because the different faces each tell different times.
Almost uniquely, visitors can ring the church bells, but the system is automated nowadays, so you don’t have to swing on a rope. In case you didn't know by now: food is a BIG deal in Cork. We're not just talking the fresh delights of the English Market, either. Cork also honors its more historic tasty traditions, in particular, its past at the center of
Europe's butter trade. The Cork Butter Museum speaks to Ireland's dairy pedigree: the lush local grazing and temperate climate have long made butter, milk and cheese central to the island's fortune and this museum brings the visitor on a wholesome tour down memory lane. From the pretty labels of local creameries to an exhibition on the
traditional craft of domestic butter-making, this is a delightful reminder that hearty, homely, high-quality produce will never go out of style in Cork. Cork isn’t just Ireland’s largest county—it’s a place where rugged headlands meet charming villages, and history fills every corner. While the Ring of Beara and Mizen Head are among the best things to
do in Cork, this county is far from a one-trick pony. From misty coves and ancient castles to dramatic cliff walks and vibrant towns, there’s no shortage of breathtaking places to visit in Cork. Every turn reveals something new, whether it’s the hum of a bustling market, the solitude of a forest trail, or the thrill of standing on Ireland’s southernmost
point. In this guide, I'll share what to do in Cork, inspired by countless trips I've been on over my 35 years of living in Ireland. The best things to do in Cork The map above has what are, in my opinion, the best places to visit in Cork plotted on it. Take 30 seconds to throw your eyes over it as it’ll give you a lay of the land nice and quickly! 1. The Cork
road trip For those of you exploring Cork and who fancy following a road trip guide, I have two great itineraries for you to follow: 2. Bull Rock Photo © Tourism Ireland by Joshua Hannah If you're wondering what to do in Cork for a very unique experience, take a tour around Bull Rock - it’s the island near Dursey (yep, it’s the one with the cable car!).
You'll find three large ‘rocks’ off Dursey Island; Cow Rock, Calf Rock and the one that looks like something from a Disney Movie - Bull Rock. Bull Rock stands at 93m high and 228m by 164m wide. If you’re after a unique experience, you can hop on a 1.5-hour tour with the lads at Dursey Boat Tours. You'll be taken over to the island (note: not onto the
island) and through the tiny passageway that cuts through Bull Rock! Some other nearby island tours include Bere Island and Whiddy Island. 3. The Beara Peninsula You’'ll find the magnificent Beara Peninsula finely plonked between Bantry Bay and the Kenmare River in West Cork. It’s here that you’ll discover a landscape that’ll never leave you. The
Peninsula, which is arguably one of the most scenic places to visit in Cork, is best explored by foot, although you can see some of the finest scenery it has to offer on the Ring of Beara drive. Beara’s two mountain ranges (the Caha Mountains and the Slieve Miskish Mountains) make this a glorious place to hike around and the Beara Way trail is worth
committing a week to. Related read: 31 of the best things to do in West Cork in 2025 4. Ireland’s Teardrop Photos via Shutterstock One of the more non-tourists things to do in Cork is a tour that takes you from Baltimore to Cape Clear Island and then, on the return journey, around Fastnet Rock. Fastnest is nicknamed ‘Ireland’s Teardrop’ as it was the
last part of Ireland that many 19th-century Irish emigrants saw as they sailed across to North America. You can climb aboard the ferry to Cape Clear (takes 45 minutes) and then hop into a shuttle bus that takes you to the islands heritage centre where there’s a multimedia exhibition. The island is home to raw, unspoiled beauty and plenty of
archaeological sites, too. The return journey around Fastnet will give you an eye-full of one of Ireland’s most impressive lighthouses. 5. Mizen Head A journey to Mizen Head will take you to Ireland’s most southerly point where the Wild Atlantic Way’s scenery is at its most dramatic. The signal station at Mizen was constructed to protect those sailing
off the coast of Ireland and those that visit will be immersed in the areas history via the Maritime Museum. However, it’s what’s outside that counts at Mizen. When you leave the visitor centre, you'll follow a well-trodden path towards the station and across the Mizen Head bridge. The towering cliffs, the whistle of the wind and the crashing of the
waves below combine to make this one of the best things to do in Cork for good reason. 6. Charles Fort and Elizabeth Fort Photos via Shutterstock Charles Fort near Kinsale is a late 17th-century star-shaped fort that’s linked to several significant events in Irish history. The most significant of which was the Williamite War (1689-91) and the Civil War
(1922-23). You can do a self-guided tour here that’ll take you around the inside of the fort and through a number of different buildings. Another mighty Cork fort is Elizabeth Fort, a 17th-century star fort located on Barrack Street in Cork City. It was built as a defensive fortification on high-ground outside the city walls. Cork City then gradually grew
around Elizabeth Fort. Over time, as the city swelled, the fort became redundant. These are two of the more popular Cork tourist attractions for good reason. 7. Gougane Barra I've visited this next stop, Gougane Barra, on many occasions and it is, in my opinion, one of the best things to do in Cork when the weather’s good! There are few places in the
world, never mind in Ireland, like the magical Gougane Barra. Those that visit will discover a large valley and lake that are enveloped by mountains which rise up to 370 metres in height. If you’'re thinking, ‘Is that yoke a little church?’, it is indeed! The story goes that St. Finbarr (the Patron Saint of Cork) built a monastery on the little island in
Gougane Barra Lake during the 6th century. The little chapel on the island that stands today isn’t the original, but it adds to the fairytale-like surroundings at Gougane Barra. 8. The Jameson Distillery Photos courtesy Hu O’Reilly via Failte Ireland If you're looking for things to do in Cork with a group of friends, plan a trip out to the Jameson Distillery
in Midelton. Jameson called Dublin home for 200 long years. Then, in 1975, they packed up and moved their expanding operation to Midleton in Cork. Whiskey lovers can now take a ramble around the distillery on the highly recommended Jameson Experience Tour. This is a fully guided tour around the original Midleton Distillery with excellent
reviews online. Related read: See my guide to 13 things to do in Midleton 9. Blarney Castle Photos via Shutterstock Now, Blarney Castle gets its fair share of criticism. This is mainly due to people thinking that the Blarney Stone is the only thing that Blarney Castle has to offer. That isn’t the case - the grounds here are gorgeous and they’re the
perfect spot for a ramble. There are also some very unusual places to see, like the “Witches kitchen’. If you want to kiss the Blarney Stone, you can of course. According to legend, the stone has the power to give anyone who kisses it the gift of the gab - aka the ability to speak with ease and confidence. The castle and its gardens are one of the more
popular places to visit in Cork during the peak season, so arrive early if you’'re visiting during summer. 10. Bantry House and Gardens Our next stop takes us to Bantry House and Gardens - the ancestral home of the Earls of Bantry. You’'ll find it finely perched on a site that overlooks Bantry Bay. The house and it’s beautifully maintained gardens
opened to the public in 1946. Those that visit can kick-back with a bite to eat in the tearoom or head for a saunter around the gardens. One of the reasons that this is one of of the more popular Cork attractions is due to the view (above) that you can get of the house and the bay beyond from an elevated area. 11. Cobh Few towns in Cork are as
photographed as the wonderful Cobh in East Cork. When you arrive, park up behind Cobh Cathedral and admire the impressive architecture. Although there are plenty of things to do in Cobh, most people only visit to see the Deck of Cards (photo on the left above). They're worth a visit, but there’s more to Cobh than some colourful houses. Your next
stop is the Titanic Experience tour where you’ll learn about the Titanic’s arrive into Queenstown (what we now know as Cobh) on its maiden voyage. You can then take the ferry over to a place known as ‘Ireland’s Hell’ - Spike Island. Over the course of 1,300 years, the island has been home to a 24-acre fortress, a 6th-century monastery and the
biggest convict depot in the world. 12. Garnish Island Those that take the 15-minute ferry ride over to Garnish Island in Glengarriff harbour with the folks at Garnish Island Ferry are in for a treat. The journey across includes a stop off at seal island where you’ll get to see a seal colony. The colony is believed to be comprised of a whopping 250 seals.
You can just imagine the noise off of these lads! When you land on the island, there’s plenty of things to see. After you've had a stroll through the gardens, head on to the Martello Tower. You'll get the view above from towers battlements! 13. The Baltimore Beacon walk The Baltimore Beacon is arguably best-visited around sunset when the sun dips
over Sherkin Island (as an added bonus you can enjoy a pint in nearby Bushe’s Bar after!). You’'ll find it standing proudly at the entrance to Baltimore harbour where it’s been acting as a warning system for sea-farers for many a year. The British ordered the construction of the beacon after the 1798 Rebellion. The current structure is said to have been
built at some stage during the 1840s. You can drive to it (there’s parking beside the hill) or you can do one of the trails from my Cork walks that leaves from the town and ends at the Beacon. Related read: See my guide to my 9 of the best hotels in West Cork 14. Kinsale Kinsale is one of the most popular places to see in Cork amongst visiting tourists,
mainly thanks to its colourful streets and busy harbour. However, there’s a handful of things to do in Kinsale if you're looking to explore the area, including the Scilly Walk, Charles Fort and the Old Head of Kinsale walk. If you, like me, are as fond of a pint or five, there are some mighty pubs in Kinsale, with the Bulman and the Spaniard being the
pick of the bunch. The town also has a flourishing food scene, thanks to its position on the coast. Some of the finest restaurants in Kinsale are the Black Pig and Man Friday. Fancy staying in the town? These are the hotels in Kinsale that I've been recommending for years 15. Dursey Island You'll find of the more unique things to do in Ireland at
Ballaghboy, at the very tip of the Beara Peninsula. I'm talking, of course, about the cable car to Dursey Island. The Dursey Island Cable Car has been in operation since 1969. It runs an impressive 250m above the ocean below and it takes just 10 minutes to cross. When you arrive over on Dursey, you’ll be able to soak up some unrivalled views of the
Beara Peninsula on this lovely looped walk. 16. Lough Hyne This sea-water lake is nestled within a fold of rolling hills, 5km from the lively little town of Skibbereen. It’s also Ireland’s First Marine Nature Reserve with its very own ecosystem. This Lough Hyne Walk takes you up Knockomagh Hill and treats you to stunning views out over the lake and
the surrounding countryside. It can take around an hour, with stops, and is pretty steep in places. However, the climb to the top is well worth the effort. 17. Cork City Cork City makes a great base to explore from - especially as you can round off a day of adventure in one of the trad pubs in Cork! Activity wise, there’s plenty of things to do in Cork
City, like St Fin Barre’s Cathedral, where you’ll see the swinging cannonball which arrived in 1690... when it was fired from Elizabeth Fort during the siege of Cork. Then there’s the brilliant Cork City Gaol tour (it was designed in the early 1800s to replace the city’s old gaol) and the English Market which has been running since 1788! Nip into one of
the restaurants in Cork to refuel and then it’s on to the impressive Blackrock Castle, parts of which date back to 1582. Round off your day in the quirky Cork Butter Museum. Need a place to stay in the city? Hop into my guide to hotels in Cork City or my Cork B&B guide 18. Glengarriff and its surrounds Glengarriff is a fine base to explore to and
there’s plenty to see and do a stone’s throw from the town. Head to the Caha Pass (follow this route on Maps), first, and spin through the tunnels while soaking up beautiful valley views. Next, tip into Glengarriff Nature Reserve. This is another one of those places to visit in Cork that tends to rock you a little. Do the Waterfall Walk. It’s short but packs
a punch and the trail is nice and gentle with very little incline. Related reads: See my guide to the best things to do in Glengarriff and find a place to stay in my guide to the finest Glengarriff hotels 19. The Ballycotton Cliff Walk Photos via Shutterstock There are few walks as fine as the Ballycotton Cliff Walk. This is an absolute peach of a ramble
that’ll take between 2 - 2.5 hours to polish off, depending on pace. You're treated to brilliant views throughout and you’ll have a chance to see some lovely hidden beaches, the Ballycotton Lighthouse and plenty more. If you're looking for places to visit in Cork that’ll treat you to glorious views throughout your ramble, get yourself here. Round it off
with a bite to eat in Ballycotton Village and you’'re laughing. 20. Healy Pass Healy Pass is one of the most unique roads that you’ll find in Ireland. The pass was created back in 1847, during the famine years, to help prevent starvation. You’ll find it on the Beara peninsula where it takes drivers, cyclists, and walkers on a unique and bendy route through
the Caha Mountains. Places like this make me happy. They make you feel like you’'re on a different planet and 90% of the time you visit (basing this on my last 3 visits) you’ll be one of the only people there. 21. The Youghal Clock Gate Tower Photos © Tourism Ireland A visit to the Clock Gate Tower is arguably one of the most popular things to do in
Youghal and you'll find it in the centre of the East Cork town. Standing at 24 metres in hight, this historic landmark boasts a colourful history spanning over 700 years, and you can learn all about it on the tour. The tour offers a unique sensory experience in the Merchants Quarters where you can smell spices and see smooth silks. You can also see the
gaol cell and catch panoramic views from the top of the tower. 22. Clonakilty and its surrounds Photo left and top right: Micheal O’Mahony via Failte Ireland. Others via Shutterstock There’s plenty of things to do in Clonakilty and it’s for that reason that the town comes alive during the summer months. Start of your day here with a ramble (or a
paddle!) at the gorgeous Inchydoney Beach. Next, work up an appetite at Clonakilty Black Pudding Visitor Centre before heading into the Michael Collins Heritage Centre. To polish off your day, DeBarras Folk Club and catch a live music session while quenching your thirst with great Irish beers or Irish stout. 23. Doneraile House and Wildlife Park
Photos courtesy Ballyhoura Failte Doneraile Court and Wildlife Park is another great spot for those of you wondering what to do in Cork with the family. The estate straddles the Awbeg River and it’s a joy to have a ramble around. If you fancy a ramble, there are several trails you can head off on. You can also try the Doneraile Court Tour (perfect if it’s
raining) or head for a ramble around the finely manicured gardens. 24. Whale watching Photos via Shutterstock Whale watching in Cork is one of the more unique experiences the county has to offer (note: you’'re not guaranteed to see whales on any of the tours). If you're lucky, you’ll get to see everything from Basking Sharks and Harbour Porpoise
to Sea Turtles and Jellyfish on one of these tours. There’s a 2-hour tour which, according to those that run it is, ‘a thrilling fun-packed coastal sightseeing tour of the West Cork coastline, with whale, dolphin, seal and wildlife watching.’” 25. Breath-taking beaches Photos via Shutterstock Some of the best places to visit in Cork are the sandy stretches
that are dotted along the county’s magnificent coastline. And, as is the case with most coastal counties, a few Cork beaches, like Inchydoney Beach, Garretstown Beach and Barleycove Beach (pictured above), tend to get all of the attention. The result is that many tend to miss the joys of the likes of Allihies Beach (one of the most impressive beaches
in West Cork) and Warren Beach. What to do in Cork if you don’t have a car Photos courtesy Failte Ireland If you're wondering what to do in Cork without a car, you're in luck - there are plenty of tours that operate from the city, like: Have any things to see in Cork that you’d like to recommend? Comment below! The River Lee, CorkPaul Allen/
Andfotography?2 Cork, in the south west of Ireland, sits on the River Lee which leads to the second largest natural harbor in the world (after Sydney, Australia). The river makes for a pleasant backdrop to a city that offers an appealing combination of historic landmarks, bustling markets and scenic coastal beauty nearby. One of the first things you’ll
discover when visiting Cork is the rivalry with Dublin. Anyone you meet is fiercely proud of their city and will often tell visitors that Cork is “the real capital of Ireland.” And everyone is so friendly, even on public transport where our bus fare was happily paid by a stranger when we found you couldn’t pay by card. St Patrick's Quay on the north
channel of river Lee. Cork, Irelandgetty In addition to Cork’s key role during the Irish War of Independence (1919-21), in recent years, Ireland’s second-largest city has attracted big business which has in turn boosted the hospitality offering for visitors. Apple’s European headquarters is based in Cork while pharmaceutical companies like Pfizer,
GlaxoSmithKline and Johnson & Johnson all have major operations there. Cork has an appealing edge: it feels like a proper working city with a lively atmosphere and burgeoning food scene. Frederick Douglass muralPaul Allen/ Andfotography2 Start with a city walking tour organised by the tourist office. The “Cork City Ramble” takes you around the
fascinating city center which was once a series of canals. It explores the monastic origins, the merchant trade and the architecture of Ireland’s second city. You'll see the 18th-century Huguenot Quarter and landmarks like St Peter and Paul’s church founded by a priest who was also a Native Canadian chief and the art deco Savoy cinema which was
the largest in Ireland when it opened in 1932. It hosted the Cork International film festival for years as well as gigs by Tom Jones, the Bee Gees and the Rolling Stones in the 1960s. Also fascinating nearby is a large mural of American abolitionist Frederick Douglas who took refuge in Cork for a month in 1845, after fleeing America following the
publication of his autobiography. The English Market, Cork, IrelandPaul Allen/ Andfotography2 After the tour, head to The English Market that’s been trading since 1788 making it one of the oldest markets in Europe. The range of meats and fish, herbs and spices, jams, fruit and vegetables, sauces and oils, chocolates, cakes and cheeses is impressive.
Bunker Vinyl, CorkPaul Allen/ Andfotography2 Nearby, vinyl junkies can enjoy a proper coffee while browsing the shelves at Plugd Records which specialises in independent Irish releases. You’ll also find international punk, funk, techno and jazz. On the other side of the river is the well-stocked Bunker Vinyl on Camden Quay, owned by DJ John Dwyer,
selling used and new vinyl in hip-hop, punk, indie, world music and jazz.The Glucksman, Cork, IrelandLewis Glucksman Gallery No trip to Cork is complete without a visit to The Glucksman art gallery, on the undulating grounds of University College Cork. The stunning contemporary art museum is in a RIBA award-winning building of limestone clad
concrete, steel and timber that blends seamlessly into the wooded grounds of the university. Housed over three floors is work from the university’s collection and temporary exhibitions. The current show Labour of Love presents Irish and international artists who explore the responsibility and reality of labour in contemporary society (until 6 July).
Where to StayWoodland Suite Nestled within the Trees, MontenotteMontenotte The Montenotte, high above the city, has long been a popular choice for visitors. And last summer, the hotel significantly upped its offering by adding nine luxurious, self-contained suites with an exclusive Clubhouse in the woods, just below the hotel. Five “Woodland
Suites” are almost fully surrounded by trees while four “River Suites” cantilever out from the landscape surrounded by Irish wildflowers. The Woodland Suite Experience at The Montenotte won the European award in the “Lodges, Cabins” category at AHEAD Europe 2024. Minimalist Scandinavian architecture and modern Japanese design elements
provide a zen stay. Attractive features include solid American Oak timber veneer king beds with a concealed television miraculously rising up from the footboard, free-standing baths with a view and private terraces and a lovely 2-metre high Red Japanese Maple, created from recycled natural wood trunks and branches. Where to Eat and DrinkThe
Glass Curtain, CorkThe Glass Curtain Dinner at The Glass Curtain is a real treat. One of the most highly rated restaurants in Cork, the food and atmosphere are both excellent. If you sit at the bar, you’ll see why Cork deserves the reputation as such a friendly place. It’s quite easy to engage in lively conversation with the bar manager and fellow
diners. A 5-course tasting menu (€85 pp) offers a superb taste of seasonal produce from local farmers, growers, butchers, cheesemakers, fishmongers, brewers and distillers of Cork (and beyond). The eclectic current menu includes: tempura mushroom; scallop crudo; and glazed rib with jerusalem artichokes. Goldie, helmed by young chef Aishling
Moore, is another hot ticket (book well in advance). This Michelin Bib Gourmand awarded fish restaurant has a focus on local fish and seafood. The menu changes daily, reflecting the availability of quality fish and the no-waste policy means every part of the fish is used. A recent menu included Hake tail Schnitzel, and pan-fried plaice and cod. The
Panorama at the Montenotte offers wonderful views high above the river and a seasonal Modern European menu that uses local Irish produce. Highlights include seared Irish scallops, braised beef ravioli and market fish of the day. As a member of Real Bread Ireland and Euro-Toques Ireland, Chef Janice Casey Bracken’s culinary philosophy focuses
on sustainability, zero-waste practices and championing Irish food heritage. At dinner, a live jazz pianist is a nice touch. Farmgate Cork cafe enables visitors to survey the bustling market stalls below. This cute upstairs cafe at the English Market is a great choice for tea, cakes or lunch. The carrot cake is understandably a popular choice. Lea’s at The
Glucksman art museum has a lovely view of the university grounds and is great for lunch, speciality coffee, fresh juices and delicious sweet treats. Daytrip from CorkKinsale harborPaul Allen/ Andfotography?2 For a lovely daytrip, Kinsale, a charming coastal town on Ireland’s Wild Atlantic Way, about 30 minutes south of Cork, is an obvious choice. A
pretty harbor, colorful buildings and excellent seafood make the town an appealing place to amble around. Take a tour with friendly and knowledgable guide Siobhan of Kinsale Food Tours. Once exclusively a fishing town, over decades Kinsale has evolved as a world class gourmand’s delight with many top-notch restaurants and cafes. Harry’s Bar is a
must for drinks, Cosy Cafe is excellent for brunch and the White House hotel and pub is great for fish and chips and chowder.Prim bookshop and barPaul Allen/ Andfotography?2 Kinsale is filled with other gems like Prim’s bookshop, which also doubles as a and sherry bar with regular events. And at Koko Kinsale, you’ll find artisan chocolate from
Frank Keane who expertly creates his handmade chocolates upstairs. He creates small batches of varying chocolate types and flavors, including Whiskey and Champagne Truffles, Hazelnut Praline or Milk Chocolate Salted Caramel. After indulging in all this delicious food and drink, burn off some calories walking along the pretty coastal country path
to a 17th- century fort with great views over the harbor - Charlesfort.
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