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The electric guitar rose to popularity in the 50s and hung on for dear life in the decades that followed. Arguably, it’s still one of the most important, most popular instruments today, even though the dominance of EDM can’t be denied. And through the decades, there have been plenty of incredible electric guitar songs that’ll have you on the air guitar.
In this guide, we look at 37, but it’s honestly just scratching the surface. Still, we hope you enjoy our list, and maybe even find a few new favorites. Let’s get into it. Song year: 1991 Guitar tab Kurt Cobain was beyond self-deprecating when it came to the writing of “Smells Like Teen Spirit.” And what he probably liked least of all was that the jocks and
popular kids who ostracized him in school became the biggest fans of the song. Regardless of how Cobain felt about it, this “Teen Spirit” stands as a classic. And even though grunge music isn’t exactly in vogue anymore, this song seems to stand the test of time. The guitar playing on “Smells Like Teen Spirit” is simple from top to bottom, though often
misplayed by guitarists who don’t have a knack for detail. Either way, this is one of those songs that calls for that ol’ air guitar! Song year: 1988 Guitar tab There are plenty of Guns N’ Roses songs that make you want to pick up an air guitar and jam along with. This power ballad, though, still seems to be the one that’s remembered most fondly. To be
fair, the guitar playing on this song isn’t all that hard, so if you want to take it a step beyond and pick it up on real guitar, with patience and persistence, you can certainly do it. It’s still kind of funny that the song basically started as Slash’s finger exercise though. Song year: 1971 Guitar tab Eric Clapton is known as one of the all-time greats, and his
work with Derek And The Dominos, especially “Layla,” is some of his most recognizable. From the main hook with layered guitars to the big bends, try not to play along on air guitar while listening to this unforgettable classic. This song, by the way, was originally a tribute to Pattie Boyd, George Harrison’s wife. Clapton and Boyd eventually ended up
together (for a while). Not as scandalous as it sounds within the context of the era, according to Clapton. Song year: 1978 Guitar tab Upon its release, Van Halen’s “Eruption” confounded and shocked guitar players everywhere. The late Eddie Van Halen’s guitar playing features the kind of technique and speed never heard before. Today, it still stands
as the template for the modern rock guitarist - a textbook on everything you need to know to become a successful pro guitarist. The tapped section in the middle is a major air guitar moment too. Song year: 1965 Guitar tab “(I Can’t Get No) Satisfaction” stands as one of The Rolling Stones’ most popular tunes, and even one of the all-time best classic
rock tunes. And what’s kind of crazy about this is that the guitar riff is one of the easiest in rock history. But is it catchy? Yes. Is it unforgettable? Yes. It is worth miming on air guitar? Yes! Song year: 1973 Guitar tab When Deep Purple came up with “Smoke On The Water,” I wonder if they had any idea how famous and infamous it would ultimately
become. Guitarist Richie Blackmore was incredible at writing simple but memorable guitar hooks, and it’s hard to think of riffs that fit that criteria better than “Smoke On The Water.” Plus, it’s a lot of fun to play along with on air guitar too. Song year: 1966 Guitar tab For every Rolling Stones or Beach Boys song, you can probably name a Beatles
equivalent that was just as popular, if not more so. “Day Tripper” is to The Beatles what “(I Can’t Get No) Satisfaction” was to The Rolling Stones. Its riff is classic - to put it mildly. In addition to being an air guitar favorite, this is one of those songs that probably inspired many people to pick up the guitar. Song year: 1958 Guitar tab What would rock
and roll be without Chuck Berry? I have no idea. Maybe there would be no such thing as rock and roll without him! And “Johnny B. Goode” was Chuck Berry’s signature song. It features all the rock and roll clichés. Then again, Berry probably came up with most of them. Even if you prefer the Back to the Future version, which was also quite good, this
song is so contagious, you'll find it hard not to play air guitar along to it. Song year: 1969 Guitar tab The band that was supposed to go off like a lead balloon sure made a lot of great music. And “Whole Lotta Love” stands as a classic rocker from their large catalog of brilliant tunes. Comedian Michael Winslow even created his own rendition of his
song, and considering he’s basically beat-boxing the whole thing, it’s quite amazing. Good enough for air guitar? Is there really any doubt? Song year: 1991 Guitar tab Metallic has more than a handful of heavy, powerful electric guitar riffs. But “Enter Sandman” was a bit of a crossover hit, and probably has the most pop appeal of any tune in their
catalog. The main hook is recognizable to put it mildly, and there’s little doubt it makes you want to pick up that air guitar and mime along. From top to bottom, there are plenty of great guitar riffs in this tune. Song year: 1973 Guitar tab This blues-rock classic is probably remembered for its repeated calls of “A haw, haw, haw, haw, a haw” as much
as it’s remembered for its guitar riffs and solos. But the amazing thing about “La Grange” is that the rhythm is a hook as much as anything else, and that’s a rare trait in a song, even if phrasing or rhythm sometimes plays a minor role in a hook. For those about to air guitar, have fun! Song year: 1990 Guitar tab Extreme may have become known for
gentle acoustic ballads like “More Than Words,” but their mainstay, in their own words, was always “funk metal.” Some might call it “groove rock.” Either way, it was awesome. And “Get The Funk Out” is one of their catchiest songs in this vein. It even features some incredible guitar work throughout. The appeal may not be immediately obvious
unless you play a bit of guitar, but we feel it’s still deserving of a place on this list. And air guitar is always an option! Song year: 1980 Guitar tab Guitarist Randy Rhoads is still revered one of the all-time greats in hard rock and metal, even though his life was cut short. “Crazy Train” may be a bit of a cliché 40 years later, but upon its release, it was
brilliant. It was catchy. It was innovative. And it highlighted the genius and magic of Rhoads and Osbourne. Even if it’s just air guitar, be sure to play along with this one. Song year: 1993 Guitar tab You can’t talk about guitar bands proper without bringing up Canada’s own Harem Scarem. In their early days, they were obviously inspired by the likes
of Journey, but they soon started tackling heavier subject matter, and when they did, their music grew in sophistication too. “No Justice” is an excellent example of what the band could do when they put their mind to it. And constant musical reinvention became the band’s wont thereafter. Anyway, this is a great guitar song, which also makes it a great
air guitar song. Have a listen and see for yourself. Song year: 1979 Guitar tab As with many other bands on this list, AC/DC has got more than a handful of songs people like to rock out to. “Highway To Hell,” though, captures that rock and roll spirit perfectly. It doesn’t hurt that it’s got a catchy guitar riff either. If you're going to play air guitar along
to this classic, just see what guitarist Angus Young would do in your mind’s eye and follow suit. Song year: 1976 Guitar tab Boston was notorious for taking long breaks between albums. But in the 70s, listeners were graced with two. And on their first, self-titled album was this gem - “More Than A Feeling.” The song starts kind of slow, sure, but it
explodes into a big, catchy chorus, and the layered guitar work of Tom Scholz. It’s pure ecstasy. Air guitar fodder? We think so. Song year: 1986 Guitar tab Bon Jovi sometimes gets labelled as “shlock rock,” which is somewhat understandable, but the band’s longevity and extensive catalog finds them as a unicorn, a survivor from the so-called “hair
metal” era. Well, “Livin’ On A Prayer” is still on high rotation on radio today, and there’s a good reason for it. It’s catchy, it’s fun, and its huge vocals and guitars are in your face and unapologetic. It’s okay if this is a bit of a guilty pleasure. We get it. You can air guitar away in privacy. Song year: 1982 Guitar tab What happens when you put King Of
Pop Michael Jackson, Quincy Jones, Steve Lukather, and Eddie Van Halen in a blender? You get “Beat It.” “Beat It” became a huge hit, along with the album it was on, Thriller. And if you want to find a song that you can look cool air guitaring to, you’'ve found it. Look no further. Song year: 1974 Guitar tab David Bowie probably would never have told
anyone that he was the best anything... the best singer, saxophonist, or for that matter, guitarist. But he did what he did well. And, if called upon, he could write an insanely catchy guitar riff. And he did. That’s what “Rebel Rebel” is. And this song still has legs to stand on based on the guitar riff alone. It’s great for air guitar. No doubt. Song year:
1984 Guitar tab “Rock You Like A Hurricane” has instant appeal to beginner guitarists. And no doubt, despite being simple, the main riff sounds great. And the lead guitar work, that floats on top of it all is quite stellar too. All these factors, along with the instantly recognizable chorus make this song great fodder for air guitar. Song year: 1982 Guitar
tab Here’s a song from the hair metal era with some serious attitude. Even though it’s simple, it seems to ring true every time you hear it. My recommendation - put on your favorite pair of sunglasses and leather jacket on before air guitaring to this rocker. Song year: 1992 Guitar tab King’s X never quite hit their stride with mainstream success. That
said, their body of work is impressive to say the least, and some even say they were single-handedly responsible for ushering in the grunge era of the early to mid-90s. “Lost In Germany” is a song about just that - finding yourself lost in a foreign country where you don’t even understand the language - in this case, Germany. The X have more than a
few great choices for this list but based on its popularity “Lost In Germany” felt right. And when you hear just how catchy it us, we think you’ll agree. Song year: 1970 Guitar tab Ozzy Osbourne is of one of few artists who has the honor of making this list twice (Clapton and Van Halen made it too). Black Sabbath’s Tony lommi was genius when it came
to the writing of classic rock riffs, and on “Iron Man” we find him in top form. “Iron Man” has got a bit of a slow groove, but that’s part of what makes it so heavy. You’ll love it for air guitar. Song year: 1967 Guitar tab Not sure how you can have a best electric guitar song list without “Sunshine Of Your Love.” You could do it, but it just wouldn’t be
right. And while it features a riff that might seem a little obvious now, you could probably say the same for “(I Can’t Get No) Satisfaction,” “Day Tripper,” and “Smoke On The Water” too. A little psychedelic rock never hurt anyone, right? Song year: 1986 Guitar tab Aerosmith may have stolen plenty of great riffs... The good news is, they knew where
to steal from. And we all won, because we ended up with a lot of great music to talk about! The significance of “Walk This Way” is a little difficult to overstate, especially as it eventually helped create a crossover hip hop hit with Run-DMC. It’s a catchy, funky riff with blues-rock as its base. Play along on the air guitar and you’ll soon see why it’s on this
list. Song year: 1991 Guitar tab In Rage Against The Machine, guitarist Tom Morello acted as if a DJ. And he wrote some great riffs, even if writing a song wasn’t the focus within the context of the band. Anybody who knows RATM's catalog will remember “Killing In The Name” and know that it strings together Kkiller blues rock riff after killer blues
rock riff to slam its political message home. How could it not be a great air guitar song? Song year: 1968 Guitar tab The late and great Jimi Hendrix had to be on this list. Of course, as with several other artists mentioned here, it was hard to know exactly which song to highlight. Not that you could go wrong with any of Hendrix’ guitar wizardry. For
our list, we chose “Voodoo Child (Slight Return).” Its liberal use of wah certainly makes it an attractive choice, but it has great guitar playing throughout. It doesn’t matter which part of the song you pick. If you need an air guitar example to follow, watch Hendrix’ wild performance at Monterey. You'll see how it’s done. Song year: 1997 Guitar tab The
spirit of Nirvana lives on in the person of Dave Grohl, who started Foo Fighters, which was basically a solo project upon its founding. “Monkey Wrench” is the song representing an entire era of alt-rock music, and while the guitar playing may be relatively simplistic, it’s still quite effective. The song has got a lot of attitude, too, which is what makes it
great for air guitar. Song year: 1994 Guitar tab Punk rock may have shifted shapes or evolved through the decades, but truth be known, it rarely if ever lost its voice or rebellious spirit in the pop musicscape. Green Day has long stood as a giant in punk rock/pop punk land, and among their most recognizable and memorable guitar tunes is “Basket
Case,” whose chord progression bears some resemblance to Pachelbel’s “Canon in D.” The average listener will appreciate the catchiness of the song and won’t mind rocking along to it at all. Song year: 1995 Guitar tab Collective Soul often doesn’t make lists like these, and we think it’s a shame. Even if it’s just for bridging the gap between grunge
music and nu metal, they deserve some credit. “Gel” is off their otherwise stellar self-titled album, which features one hit after the next. It’s rare for a band to pull this off, especially in their early days. This alt-rock tune also has groove. And that makes it super fun to jam along with. Song year: 1989 Guitar tab Mr. Big was (and still is) a band of
consummate prodigies. And among them are bassist Billy Sheehan and long-fingered, lanky guitarist Paul Gilbert. Together, they created some fiery guitar soundscapes. “Addicted To That Rush” features some of the speedy fretwork these masters became known for, and even though it’s expected, it doesn’t make it any less satisfying. If you're looking
for the perfect air guitar song, trust us - you’ll love this one. Song year: 1978 Guitar tab From the opening notes, there’s no question that “Surrender” is a guitar tune. If we’'re being 100% honest, the guitar parts are all incredibly simple, but as we’ve already seen, sometimes simple works. This song exists for its harmonies more than anything.
Because it’s really the harmonies that make it - and they’re super catchy to boot. This is a great song to air guitar to. Song year: 1974 Guitar tab Sure, we could have put “Free Bird” here. And it would have been a solid choice. But if you’re going to air guitar, waiting several minutes to get to the “good part” is simply unacceptable. “Sweet Home
Alabama” seems like a better choice, at least when it comes to representing air guitarists. The song is just as recognizable, if not more than “Free Bird,” and it’s still got some great guitar playing on it. It just does. If you love the Skynyrd, you'll love “Sweet Home Alabama.” There’s just no way around it. Song year: 1965 Guitar tab Was Pete
Townshend, with all his windmilling, single-handedly responsible for inventing the air guitar? We don’t know for sure, but we do know that air guitarists everywhere pay tribute to Townshend when they windmill. That goes a long way towards explaining the inclusion of “My Generation.” There’s no denying it’s a simple song, but it’s also timeless. And
it’s great for air guitaring too. Song year: 2006 Guitar tab To top off this list, I chose Disciple’s “Game On.” If you're having trouble placing it, then you might remember it as HHH’s entrance theme on WWE. Disciple may not be the most known band to begin with, but “Game On” is just one of those songs that only seems to come around once in a
band’s career, and they’ve been trying to recapture its magic ever since. Which isn’t to say they haven’t come close. The rest of their catalog is certainly worth a look too. But when it comes to air guitar, this is a fun one! The electric guitar is a cool instrument. It’s a lot of fun to play, too. There have been so many great songs through the decades that
have elevated and paid tribute to the electric guitar. And we think it’s awesome. We look forward to seeing more in the coming decades. What are your favorite air guitar songs? Are there other electric guitar songs that should have been on this list? We hope you enjoyed our list, and we’ll see you again soon. Today we’ll be looking at a few beginner
electric guitar songs to give you some inspiration. If you're a beginner, you will need some extra inspiration to have more of a motivation to play your guitar every day. Luckily, there are many beginner electric guitar songs to help you become more motivated. Even though these beginner songs are very simple, you can still practice your
technique.Let’s jump right into these easy electric guitar songs for beginners:Best Songs For Beginner Electric GuitarCherub Rock - Smashing PumpkinsThis song, by the Smashing Pumpkins, is perfect for beginners. The strumming pattern in this song sounds complicated and difficult at first but it’s actually quite simple. The rhythm starts low and
slow and then becomes faster. Anyone can learn this song within 15 minutes. Sometimes we may feel like the guitar gets boring. Sometimes we may feel like we’re not going to be able to learn any new songs. But, in this case, you’re wrong. Just follow these simple guitar notes and you’ll learn how to play Cherub Rock in no time.Creep -
RadioheadThis is another beginner song that you can learn fairly quickly. The guitar pattern starts with open chords that are played along with the beat. As you move further into the song, the chords become more intricate and faster. The strumming pattern is similar and easy to learn. Beginners should find the rhythm and follow it. It won’t take you
long to master the song. This is a fun, easy, beginner song to learn, so give it a shot!Free Fallin’ - Tom PettyHere is a nice mellow song to try on electric guitar, or acoustic guitar for that matter. This song has very simple chords, and is easy to play. The chords aren’t too tough, but the rhythm does get faster as you play along. This is a fun song to
play, but make sure you keep your finger placement and rhythm accurate.Iron Man - Black SabbathNow, let’s live things up a bit and work on some full chords. This, of course, is Black Sabbath’s hit Iron Man, and a full guitar chord version is certainly easy enough to play. The rhythm of the song is fairly simple, and once you’ve practiced it a few
times, you should be able to play it very quickly.Last Nite - The StrokesThis song is from the 2001 album Is This It, and is a fun and easy one to learn. The rhythm is quite repetitive, so you should be able to play it fairly easily with just a little bit of practice.Sweet Home Alabama - Lynyrd SkynyrdReady for a classic rock staple? This song actually won
a Grammy and made it to No. 1 on the Billboard Hot 100 charts in 1976. The rhythm is a bit more complex, but play along with the video to get the hang of it.Smoke on the Water - Deep PurpleHere is another classic song that is based on a chord shape. The rhythm is quite complex, so you’ll have to keep count as you play along with it. The song is a
lot of fun to play and is easy to learn.Sunshine of Your Love - CreamHere is one from the 60’s that you will recognize . Cream is an all time favorite group, and this song epitomizes their sound. It is a really easy song to play, and it’s fun to sing along with it as well.You Really Got Me - The KinksSometimes you want something fun and familiar. The
Kinks were a rock group from the 60’s and 70’s, and this song is on a classic Kinks album. Enjoy this one! Learning this song is a great way to start learning how to play electric guitar.Come As You Are - NirvanaReady for some 90’s grunge? this Nirvana song is sure to make you feel old and ‘grunge’ at the same time. It has a simple, repetitive riff that
is very easy to play and to memorize.Enter Sandman - MetallicaThis song has many parts that are simple to learn . There are also parts that require some advanced rhythm skills. The riff that begins the song is a blast to play! The solo found here in this song is absolutely incredible. From its eerie, drooping tones, to its low keys and partial skips, to its
overall tone, the solo takes this song to the next level.Otherside - The Red Hot Chili PeppersThe solo in this song is very challenging because of the changes in dynamics between the harder parts of the lick, and the easier parts. The guitar picking technique learned in this song will teach you how to use different types of picks, and how to hold your
hand so that each pick sounds clear and distinct.Zombie - The CranberriesThis song has a lot of cool musical rhythm mechanics. The solo starts out with chords, then shifts into a more rocking section. There is an awesome guitar lick in the middle of the solo. The technique for the lick will be very useful for you in the future.Smells Like Teen Spirit -
NirvanaWho doesn’t know this song? This is a classic that you should not overlook. It has a very fun solo, and you will learn a lot about right-hand technique and muting strings.Wild Thing - The TroggsYou have probably heard this riff many times. Although it sounds simple, it’s actually quite complicated. The good thing is that once you’ve mastered
the riff, you'll be able to apply it to many different songs.Ace of Spades - MotorheadThis is another classic hard rock riff. Although you may not be able to play it perfectly after practicing it for a while, just keep practicing and it will just come naturally.Blitzkrieg Bop - The RamonesReady for a bit of punk? The Ramones were known for their fast-paced
rock that got them featured in many music videos. This song is a great one to start with, because once you learn it, you can apply it to many other songs.You’ve Got Another Thing Comin’ - Judas PriestThe riff is repetitive and fairly simple, but the effect is quite dramatic. It’s going to make a great first impression on your audience, since many people
will recognize it even without reading the lyrics.Knockin’ On Heaven’s Door - Guns N’ RosesGuns N’ Roses is known for their varied riffs. This tune is a good example of that. It has a very catchy riff that soon becomes an earworm.Reptilia - The StrokesThis fun song will get your audience moving. It also focuses on a motif that you can easily reproduce
yourself, so you’ll get a great warmup for your bigger songs.Final Words on These Best Beginner Electric Guitar SongsThis list of basic electric guitar songs for beginners are an excellent starting point to learning songs on electric guitar. The riffs are easy to learn and you can play them if you practice them. It’s also a good exercise for your
strumming and rhythm playing technique. Mastering an electric guitar can be an exciting challenge for novices, especially when it comes to learning their first songs. This endeavor can appear complex due to the wide range of chords, variations, techniques, and genres available. Therefore, starting with simple compositions can provide a solid
foundation, focusing on the basics at first and gradually progressing to more involving pieces. The following sections of the blog will offer valuable insights and recommendations on a selection of optimal songs for newcomers to try out. It is our intention to assist in improving your craftsmanship as you venture into the world of electric guitar playing.
This article is designed with the beginner in mind, to facilitate not just learning, but also enjoying the process. 1. “Seven Nation Army” by The White Stripes The White Stripes is a world-renowned rock band, famously known for their minimalist approach to making music. The band comprises of two members, Jack White on vocals and guitar and Meg
White on drums, which is unusual for most rock bands. One of their most popular songs, “Seven Nation Army”, has a memorable guitar riff that became instantly recognizable upon its release. The White Stripes - Seven Nation Army (Official Music Video) The riff is simple and repetitive, making it a perfect choice for beginner guitarists. The lyrics of
the song are seen as expressing defiance and resilience. In terms of interpretation, many argue that the song speaks to the idea of facing your enemies head-on and not backing down, a universal message that appeals to various listeners. Learning to play “Seven Nation Army” can provide a beginner guitarist with a great sense of accomplishment,
while also being a fun route to improving their skills. 2. “Highway to Hell” by AC/DC “Highway to Hell” is undoubtedly one of the most recognizable songs from Australian rock band AC/DC. Featuring the iconic dual-guitar sound of brothers Malcolm and Angus Young, it’s a classic rock standard for any budding guitarist. Written by the band’s
members, it showcased AC/DC’s signature blend of hard-hitting, riff-driven rock. AC/DC - Highway to Hell (Official Video) The song is also famous for its catchy chorus, which makes it memorable and easy to sing along to. Many interpreted the song’s title and lyrics as a rebellious celebration of an untamed lifestyle, and it quickly adopted by those
who identified with its uninhibited spirit. The energy and dynamics of this song are typical of AC/DC’s music, making it a great study and practice piece for beginner electric guitarists who wish to master rock technique. “Highway to Hell” deserves its place on this list for its unforgettable guitar riffs and the sheer joy it brings to anyone picking up an
electric guitar for the first time. 3. “Smoke on the Water” by Deep Purple Deep Purple, an English rock band, is behind the iconic song, “Smoke on the Water”. The masterminds behind this unforgettable track are Ritchie Blackmore, Ian Gillan, Roger Glover, Jon Lord, and Ian Paice. The song’s catchy, straightforward riff makes it an excellent choice
for beginners learning to play electric guitar. The lyrics of “Smoke on the Water” narrate a true story about a fire at the Casino in Montreux, Switzerland. The members of Deep Purple witnessed the event and later encapsulated it in their music. Deep Purple - Smoke On The Water (Live from Montreux 2007) Although the song talks about a tragic
event, the execution is upbeat and rock focused. “Smoke on the Water” is a great example of how events can be transformed into artistic expressions - in this case, a timeless rock song. The song is iconic, not just for its riffs, but also for its compelling backstory. It demonstrates that remarkable songs can come from the most unexpected inspirations.
Just as “Smoke on the Water” opens up a glimpse into the band’s experience, it could provide a starting point for beginners on their electric guitar journey. 4. “Wish You Were Here” by Pink Floyd Pink Floyd is renowned for their psychedelic rock music and conceptual themes. “Wish You Were Here”, one of their notable songs, was released in 1975 as
the title track for their ninth album. The song falls more into the acoustic rock genre compared to their other work and is accessible for beginner guitar players due to its relatively simple chord structure. The lyrics tell a touching story of longing and reflection, which resonates with listeners worldwide. Pink Floyd - Wish You Were Here (PULSE
Restored & Re-Edited) Guitar beginners can learn a lot from this song as it incorporates both acoustic strumming and a bit of lead guitar in the iconic intro. However, even as a beginner, one can enjoy the playful simplicity of the chords structure. “Wish You Were Here” is a song that can truly help fledgling rock guitarists in their journey to master
the instrument. Your fingers will thank you for introducing them to the raw elegance of Pink Floyd’s timeless guitar music. 5. “American Idiot” by Green Day Embodying punk’s rebellious spirit, “American Idiot” is a landmark song by Green Day. The band, composed of Billie Joe Armstrong, Mike Dirnt, and Tré Cool, has been a prominent force in punk
rock since their formation in 1986. “American Idiot”, released in 2004, serves as a critique of American culture during the Bush administration. Musically, it’s recognized for its fast-paced tempo and aggressive guitar riffs, which are accessible for beginners to learn. Green Day - American Idiot [Official Music Video] [4K Upgrade] Green Day’s
straightforward songwriting style means that the guitar parts in “American Idiot” are not overly complex. While there’s enough challenge to engage novice players, the song is composed primarily of power chords, making it achievable for beginners. “American Idiot” offers beginner guitarists an opportunity to practice and develop their palm muting
techniques and fast strumming. In terms of lyrics, the song encourages listeners to question media narratives and societal norms, which aligns with punk’s ethos of challenging the status quo. Learning to play “American Idiot” on guitar can be a rewarding first step into the world of rock music. 6. “Wonderwall” by Oasis “Wonderwall” by Oasis is a
song that’s often associated with the 90s British rock scene. This band, formed by brothers Liam and Noel Gallagher, became renowned for their raw vocals and melodic sound, both prominent in this track. The song’s lyrics have often been interpreted as a love declaration, but its true meaning remains ambiguous. The hauntingly beautiful guitar riff -
a mix of bold chords and delicate finger-picking - has firmly cemented “Wonderwall” in the canon of classic rock songs. Oasis - Wonderwall (Official Video) The memorable guitar progression in “Wonderwall” is not overly complex, making it an accessible song for even novice guitar players. It can be a perfect track for beginners to hone their skills,
while still playing something with a fair bit of depth and musicality. Thanks to its catchy rhythm and relatable lyrics, “Wonderwall” is a song that has proved to be timeless. It certainly is a great choice for any beginner looking to delve into the world of rock music, and particularly those who appreciate the impact of British rock. For Oasis fans and
beginners alike, “Wonderwall” stands as a shining example of a rock song that’s easy to pick up on guitar, whilst still able to stand the test of time. 7. “Brown Eyed Girl” by Van Morrison Van Morrison’s “Brown Eyed Girl” is an unforgettable song of the late 1960s. Known for its characteristic guitar intro, it is one of the most recognized sounds in
rock’s vast history. The song is sweet and nostalgic, offering listeners a trip down memory lane to the carefree days of their youth. Van Morrison, an Irish singer and songwriter, has a unique voice that perfectly complements the song’s playful and affectionate qualities. Van Morrison - Brown Eyed Girl (Official Audio) His distinct style of rhythm and
blues with soulful undertones shines particularly brightly in “Brown Eyed Girl”. The guitar elements in the song are quite simple and accessible, making it a perfect starting point for beginners looking to delve into classic rock genres. Aspiring guitarists can gain confidence from learning to play this universally loved tune, while also honing the
fundamentals of chord progression and strumming techniques. This song is a great track to learn for newcomers to the electric guitar, and plays an important role in the base learning experience. 8. “Sweet Child o’ Mine” by Guns N’ Roses The “Sweet Child o’ Mine” by Guns N’ Roses is a great song for novice electric guitar players. The song is
characterized by the relevant guitar riff, which is one of the most memorable in rock history. Guns N’ Roses, an American hard rock band, is known for their unique blending of punk rock, blues, heavy metal, and classic rock. They gained their respected reputation in the rock music industry in the 1980s and 1990s. Their raw and gritty sound is often
highlighted in this song, making it a must-learn for any rock guitarist. Guns N' Roses - Sweet Child O' Mine (Official Music Video) The song’s signature guitar riff is an excellent practice for beginners who are trying to develop their picking and fingering skills. It is also a great intro to playing solos on the guitar as it features a beautiful and melodic
guitar solo that replicates the vocal melody. My interpretation? Well, the lyrics are deeply personal and depict a sincere love and admiration. “Sweet Child o’ Mine” is not only an easy song to learn but also a great opportunity to experience the novelty of rock music. 9. “Smells Like Teen Spirit” by Nirvana Nirvana revolutionized the music scene with
their unique grunge sound, fronted by the iconic Kurt Cobain. “Smells Like Teen Spirit” is one of their most recognized songs, known for its distinctive opening riff, which makes it one of the most memorable and easy electric guitar songs for beginners to learn. The lyrical content of the song is somewhat ambiguous and encourages various
interpretations, which adds to its artistic value, mirroring the often-confused state of teenage consciousness. In many ways, “Smells Like Teen Spirit” encapsulates the raw, chaotic energy of the 90s alt-rock/grunge movement. Nirvana - Smells Like Teen Spirit (Official Music Video) The simple but forceful guitar riff, paired with Kurt’s impassioned
vocals, make it a fascinating study, not just in terms of guitar playing, but also in terms of rock music composition. Its status as a culturally significant song also makes it an excellent choice for beginner guitarists looking to delve into the world of rock music. Even though it can seem challenging initially, this song serves as a great practice piece for
mastering power chords and exploring dynamic changes. In the end, playing “Smells Like Teen Spirit” is a rite of passage for many beginner electric guitar players, and certainly a fun one at that. 10. “Under the Bridge” by Red Hot Chili Peppers The “Under the Bridge” by the Red Hot Chili Peppers, released in 1992, holds a significant place in rock
music history. With melodic verses and a catchy chorus, it’s an ideal choice for beginner guitarists. “Under the Bridge” showcases striking guitar work blending elements of funk and alternative rock. The musical composition delivered by guitarist John Frusciante is both unique and intriguing. Red Hot Chili Peppers - Under The Bridge [Official Music
Video] Learning to play this song, with its rhythmic changes and distinct guitar parts, offers a great challenge for aspiring guitar players. The Red Hot Chili Peppers, renowned for their fusion of punk, funk, and rock, gained widespread popularity in the 90s, and this song is a prime example of their sound. Frusciante’s solos in “Under the Bridge”
provide a brilliant showcase of his skills and creativity as a guitarist. The lyrics of the song, while personal to lead singer Anthony Kiedis, contain relatable themes of love and loss that listeners can connect with. 11. “Day Tripper” by The Beatles The “Day Tripper” track is a sensational creation by the globally renowned British band, The Beatles. With
its energetic rhythm, it is an excellent song for beginners learning to play the electric guitar. The Beatles, composed of John Lennon, Paul McCartney, George Harrison, and Ringo Starr, are considered one of the most influential music bands in history. Their music has consistently garnered appreciation for its experimental sound, prominent
harmonies, and the group’s innovative songwriting. Released in 1965, “Day Tripper” is a shining representation of The Beatles’ iconic style. Day Tripper (Remastered 2015) The song features an unforgettable main riff that provides a sturdy foundation for the entire track. Its upbeat tempo, coupled with an easy-to-learn guitar pattern makes it a great
entry point for beginners honing their electric guitar skills. My interpretation of “Day Tripper” revolves around its lively and engaging appeal. To a new guitarist, mastering this song can provide a significant confidence boost, paving the way for them to explore more complex compositions down the line. It’s undeniable that “Day Tripper” remains a
classic and accessible tune within The Beatles’ vast and unforgettable discography. 12. “Zombie” by The Cranberries The “Zombie” song is a creation of the Irish rock band, The Cranberries. Written by the band’s lead vocalist, Dolores O’Riordan, this track remains one of their most recognised pieces till date. It’s an energetic song characterised by
raw guitar drives and heavy drum lines, making it a great choice for beginners learning electric guitar. The Cranberries - Zombie | Intense 12-String Guitar Cover [Furch Guitars] The lyrics of “Zombie” reflect political turmoil and critique the violence during The Troubles in Northern Ireland. While it delivers a strong political commentary, it also
showcases the unmistakable vocal ability of O’Riordan. Learning “Zombie” would allow beginners to develop their guitar playing skills while also learning to articulate a stirring narrative through music. 13. “Paranoid” by Black Sabbath The song “Paranoid” by Black Sabbath is a classic track that truly encapsulates the essence of rock music during its
time. Black Sabbath, respected for their pioneering in the genre of heavy metal, have been characterized by their dark-tinged sound. “Paranoid” is a track that seamlessly blends all the elements of the band’s iconic style. BLACK SABBATH - Paranoid (Full Album) The track is notably distinct because of Ozzy Osbourne’s characteristic vocal delivery
and the heavy guitar riffs that form the backbone of the song. Despite its title, “Paranoid” does not dwell excessively on feelings of paranoia, but rather seems to be exploring feelings of disillusionment and disenchantment. For beginners eager to get their hands on an electric guitar, “Paranoid” is an ideal choice since it features one of the most
memorable riffs in rock history - a straightforward sequence that is not too complex to learn. It’s also worth mentioning that this song is great for getting a feel for rhythm and timing, due to its catchy and consistent drum beat. 14. “Iron Man” by Black Sabbath Black Sabbath, a British rock band, is the genius behind the song “Iron Man"“. This song,
released in 1970, has remained a cornerstone of the rock genre and has become iconic in the heavy metal scene. “Iron Man” features a distinctive guitar riff that is known worldwide and easy for beginners to pick up and play. The song is played with a moderate tempo, making it approachable for novice guitarists. The song tells the story of a man who
travels to the future, witnesses the apocalypse, and upon his return, is turned into steel by a magnetic field. Isolated and vengeful, he causes the destruction he foresaw, transforming into the characters popularly known as ‘Iron Man’. Despite its eerie narrative, the song is engaging and hits the right notes when it comes to encapsulating classic hard
rock. True to the band’s reputation, “Iron Man” is filled with raw guitar sounds and gloomy lyrics, making it a standard track to learn for any aspiring electric guitar player. In learning to play “Iron Man”, start slow and practice the main riff until you get it right. And remember, how well you play the song will be evident in the passion you put into it,
just like Black Sabbath did. 15. “Painkiller” by Judas Priest “Painkiller” by Judas Priest is often described as a heavy metal gem. Released in 1990, it’s the title track from their 12th studio album. The song represents a new creative direction for the band, featuring rapid double-bass drumming and a high-pitched, wailing vocal style. Judas Priest -
Painkiller Many attribute the song’s faster, more aggressive sound to the influence of thrash metal bands of the 1980s. As for the lyrics, they tell the epic tale of the “Painkiller”, a metallic savior sent to liberate mankind. It’s a fun song for beginners learning electric guitar, thanks to its memorable guitar riff and solos. Remember, practice makes
perfect and, with time, you’ll be playing the song fluently. 16. “Black Magic Woman” by Santana The “Black Magic Woman” is one of the many memorable tracks produced by the legendary rock band Santana. Created by British musician Peter Green, the song was initially released by Fleetwood Mac before Santana gave it a new life. With Santana’s
touch, it became a melting pot of blues, jazz, and Latin influences, showcasing the band’s inclination towards mixing different genres. [J Santana - Black Magic Woman [] * Live @ Montreux * 2011 * . As the name suggests, the song talks about a woman spellbinding the protagonist with her allure, taking him to realms of magic and mystery. The
alluring guitar riffs and impassioned vocals blend seamlessly, making it a perfect song for budding guitarists to embark on their musical journey. It will give them a chance to explore different scales and patterns that form the backbone of rock music. Being musically-rich yet not overly complex, “Black Magic Woman” can help beginners delve into the
world of rock music while honing their guitar skills. 17. “Rock You Like a Hurricane” by Scorpions “Rock You Like a Hurricane” is a track from the rock band Scorpions, popular for their hard-hitting, rock-infused tunes. The German rock group, Scorpions, are known for their distinctive sound that melds elements of heavy metal and hard rock genres,
with a penchant for producing memorable hooks and singable choruses. This particular track is one of their most well-known songs and is a great choice for any beginner guitarist. With an unforgettable riff and an intense rhythm section, this song offers beginner guitarists the opportunity to delve into the world of rock n’ roll guitar playing. Scorpions
- Rock You Like A Hurricane (Official Video) The main riff of the song, though simple, is catchy enough to immediately stick in the mind of any listener. More importantly, the riff provides a structured framework for beginners to practice their chords and strumming patterns. The song’s chorus also offers beginners a chance to work on their power
chords, one of the building blocks of rock guitar playing. Despite its rocking intensity, “Rock You Like a Hurricane” is relatively easy to learn on the guitar, making it the perfect candidate for beginner guitarist looking to hone their skills. 18. “Jumpin’ Jack Flash” by The Rolling Stones Recorded by The Rolling Stones, “Jumpin’ Jack Flash” is often
recognized as a rock and roll classic. Featuring the gritty, raspy vocals of Mick Jagger and quintessential guitar work by Keith Richards, the song exudes raw energy. The riff-driven nature of “Jumpin’ Jack Flash” makes it a great song for beginning guitarists looking for a challenge. Part of the song’s appeal lies in its bouncing, infectious rhythm that
perfectly demonstrates the fusion of blues and rock that The Rolling Stones are known for. Lyrically, the song creates vivid imagery with its descriptive words, contributing to the tune’s enduring legacy. The Rolling Stones - Jumpin’ Jack Flash (Official Lyric Video) If a beginner is looking for a step up from more straightforward songs, “Jumpin’ Jack
Flash” could be a good choice. However, while it can be challenging, the famous riff provides a great learning opportunity for novice electric guitar players. Attempting this song can provide beginners with a better understanding of how riffs form the backbone of many classic rock songs. “Jumpin’ Jack Flash” is a reminder of why The Rolling Stones
are heralded as one of the greatest rock bands of all time. Playing this track, beginners will not only improve their skills but also experience a touch of rock history. 19. “Blitzkrieg Bop” by The Ramones The song “Blitzkrieg Bop” is undoubtedly one of the most recognized works of the Ramones. Considered to be one of the earliest examples of punk
rock, this track captures the raw and unpolished energy that defined the genre during its initial rise to popularity. This New York band comprised of Dee Dee, Joey, Tommy, and Johnny Ramone, aimed to create a fresh and rebellious sound that was different from the more complicated and high-budget productions of the 1970s music scene. Ramones -
Live At The Rainbow - December 31, 1977 ‘, capturing a spirit of defiance and freedom, which resonated with many young listeners during this era. “Blitzkrieg Bop” may look simple on the surface, but it serves as a great example of how effective a straightforward approach to songwriting can be, especially in a genre like punk rock. This song features
a series of straightforward, fast-paced power chords and drum beats that can easily be picked up by beginning electric guitar players. “Blitzkrieg Bop” is indeed an absolute delight for novice guitarists looking to dive into the punk genre. 20. “Love Me Two Times” by The Doors Recorded by American rock band The Doors, “Love Me Two Times” is a
classic track from the 1967 album “Strange Days”. This song showcases the band’s unique blend of blues, rock, and psychedelia, with a focus on Robbie Krieger’s distinctive guitar work. The Doors - Love Me Two Times “Love Me Two Times” is noted for its accessible 12-bar blues structure, clear melody line, and gripping solo, characteristics that
make it an engaging study for beginner guitarists. Relying heavily on blues scales and chords, this song is an excellent choice for those looking to familiarize themselves with fundamental electric guitar techniques. Interweaving these techniques with Krieger’s memorable guitar riffs, beginner players can quickly go from playing simple chords to
creating the iconic rock-and-roll sound The Doors are known for. 21. “Every Breath You Take” by The Police The Police, with Sting as the frontman, are recognized for their unique combination of rock and reggae influences. “Every Breath You Take” is often mistaken for a romantic track - it’s actually the opposite. The song is brimming with dark
undertones and obsessive surveillance on an ex-lover. Despite its eerie message, novice guitarists find it an approachable challenge. The Police - Every Breath You Take (Official Music Video) The song’s arresting simplicity but meticulous rhythmic patterns offer a rich learning experience. This exercise can help improve precision and timing. It's a
tune that can be deceptively intricate, but rewarding to master and play easily on an electric guitar. While a basic understanding of arpeggios is beneficial, a beginner can definitely start here. Remember, Sting may have been a proficient bass player, but everyone starts somewhere. 22. “Breaking the Law” by Judas Priest Judas Priest, one of the
pioneering bands in the heavy metal genre, gave us “Breaking the Law”. The song, with its catchy riffs and strong rhythms, is a favourite among budding guitarists. The lyrics talk about frustration and rebellion against a system that seems rigged against the common man. Judas Priest - Breaking The Law (Official Music Video) It has become a symbol
of rock and roll defiance, making it a popular and recognisable track. This track is particularly suitable for beginners due to its simple yet effective guitar riff. Beginner guitarists can find joy in mastering this song while they enhance their skills. So if you’re looking for an easy rock song to start your guitar journey, “Breaking the Law” might be the
perfect fit. 23. “Californication” by Red Hot Chili Peppers Californication is a standout track from the Red Hot Chili Peppers, a band renowned for mixing alternative rock with funk and punk influences. The band members, comprised of Anthony Kiedis, Flea, John Frusciante, and Chad Smith, are known for their distinct sound. The lyrics of
Californication have often been interpreted as a critique of Hollywood culture. Narrating a story about the shallow nature of celebrity life and the often illusory promises of glamour and success it offers. The guitars in Californication make it suitable for beginners to play. Red Hot Chili Peppers - Californication (Official Music Video) [HD UPGRADE]
John Frusciante’s melodic riffs and chord sequences are relatively easy to pick up. It’s an excellent song for those learning the electric guitar. The Red Hot Chili Peppers’ distinctive sound has been embraced by a wide audience, which comprises fans of alternative rock, funk, and even heavy metal. Californication’s catchy hooks and potent lyrics have
helped it remain a fan favourite for many years. Playing this track can improve a beginner’s understanding of chord progression along with the perfect opportunity to practice their strumming techniques and pick up new guitar skills in the process. 24. “Boulevard of Broken Dreams” by Green Day Green Day is an alternative rock band famously known
for their raw and unique sound. Their song, “Boulevard of Broken Dreams”, is one of their most popular tracks and is an emotional presentation of feelings of loneliness and isolation. This song is a perfect choice for beginner electric guitar players due to its easy yet distinctive riffs. “Boulevard of Broken Dreams” is a standout track by Green Day,
engulfing the listener into their own world of solitude and introspection. Green Day - Boulevard Of Broken Dreams [Official Music Video] [4K Upgrade] The introduction riff is direct and simple, making it ideal for beginners to learn and master. The essence of this song is its capability to use simple instrumental outputs to create a profound emotional
influence. The beauty of learning this track on the guitar lies in its balance of simplicity and depth. This song, with its easily recognizable melody and straightforward guitar chords, is a perfect starting point for anyone wanting to dive into playing electric guitar. 25. “Rock And Roll All Nite” by KISS “Rock And Roll All Nite” is an unforgettable track by
KISS, a band that’s renowned for their energetic, high-octane performances and distinctive makeup. Their music, especially this track, is often seen as a vivid representation of the rock genre, packed with powerful riffs and resounding percussion. Penned by the band’s core songwriters, Paul Stanley and Gene Simmons, “Rock And Roll All Nite”,
perfectly encapsulates the band’s rock n’ roll philosophy. Lyrically, the song is a celebration of the freedom and exhilaration associated with letting loose and enjoying life, a sentiment that resonated with many young listeners at the time. With its catchy hook and infectious chorus, the song quickly achieved iconic status and remains among the band’s
most popular tracks to date. Kiss - Rock And Roll All Nite (From Kiss eXposed) If you're a novice guitarist looking to delve into rock music, this song is a great place to start. Its uncomplicated structure and repetitive riffs make it an accessible and fun choice for beginners. Learning to play “Rock And Roll All Nite” can be an enjoyable way to practice
rhythm, coordination, and pick control, fundamental skills for any aspiring guitarist. Remember, practice is key. With consistent and focused practice, you’ll soon be able to playalong this classic rock tune with ease. 26. “Mr. Brightside” by The Killers “Mr. Brightside” by The Killers is a compelling track that can spark the interest of beginners in
electric guitar. The Las Vegas-based band, The Killers, harbor an enchanting blend of glam rock, new wave, and synth-pop that resonates throughout their music. Their song, “Mr. Brightside,” specifically, has enjoyed massive popularity worldwide primarily due to its infectious melody matched with engaging guitar lines. Lead singer Brandon Flowers
and guitarist Dave Keuning, who also serve as the band’s primary songwriters, beautifully crafted this track. The Killers - Mr. Brightside (Official Music Video) The song’s emotional storytelling layered over driving electric guitar riffs make “Mr. Brightside” an alluring challenge for guitar beginners. The verse’s repetitive yet driving guitar riff can be a
rewarding endeavor for those starting their journey into learning the electric guitar. Furthermore, the memorable guitar solo at the end of the song gives aspiring guitarists a taste of more advanced playing techniques. This song, with its simple chord progression and catchy melody, can help beginners become more comfortable with the fundamental
elements of playing the electric guitar. “Mr. Brightside” presents an opportunity for new guitar players to enjoy the thrill of learning a beloved modern rock song while also improving their skills. 27. “My Hero” by Foo Fighters The “My Hero” track by the Foo Fighters was released in their second studio album. The Colour and the Shape, back in 1997.
Foo Fighters, led by lead vocalist and guitar player, Dave Grohl, are known for their energetic rock music. Grohl, in his stint with the band, has made a mark in the rock scene with his raw and passionate vocal delivery. Foo Fighters ft. Shane Hawkins Perform "My Hero" | MTV The song “My Hero”, in particular, is quite melodically engaging, with
Grohl’s intensified vocal performance ably complemented by pulsating drumbeats and strong guitar lines. For a beginner guitarist, the track can be a good learning ground as it involves power chords and a simple rhythm pattern that are fun to play, yet not too tricky to learn. Lyrically, the song pays tribute to everyday heroes rather than the
stereotypical super-hero figures, which adds a touching layer to the song. With its simple yet catchy guitar riffs and evocative lyrics, “My Hero” by Foo Fighters is definitely one of the ideal songs for beginner guitarists looking to learn and improve their electric guitar skills. 28. “Use Somebody” by Kings of Leon The “Use Somebody” track comes from
the band Kings of Leon, a Tennessee-based rock group consisting of three brothers and a cousin. The band’s distinct southern rock style is effectively showcased in this song. It is one of their most popular songs, due to its catchy melody and relatable lyrics, making it a fantastic choice for beginner guitarists to learn. The guitar riffs are simple yet
memorable, requiring a basic understanding of chords and strumming patterns. Kings Of Leon - Use Somebody (Official Video) The song taps into feelings of longing and the desire for connection, making it emotionally resonant for many listeners. Learning to play “Use Somebody” will provide beginner guitarists with a sense of accomplishment due to
its popularity and recognisability. This song can be a confidence booster for beginners, as it is a universally known track yet not overly complicated to play. Teaching this song can also help beginners understand the basics of song composition and structure. 29. “Hotel California” by Eagles “Hotel California” is an iconic song from the American rock
band, Eagles. It was released as the title track from their fifth studio album in 1977. The song is known for its vivid storytelling and haunting lyrics depicting a luxury hotel. The song has been interpreted in various ways, from a metaphor for excessive fame and wealth, to a critique of the hedonistic lifestyle of California in the 70s. Hotel California
(Live at Santa Monica Civic Auditorium, Santa Monica, CA, 7/29/1980) (2018... Well recognized for its unforgettable guitar solos, it is an excellent choice for beginners eager to learn and play some impressive guitar rif. Its finely interwoven guitar parts showcase simple yet effective techniques that can help budding guitarists improve their skills.
“Hotel California” serves as a remarkable example of the Eagles’ exceptional musicianship and ability to create timeless tunes. It remains one of the band’s most popular songs and continues to captivate listeners over four decades after its release. 30. “Run to the Hills” by Iron Maiden “Run to the Hills” is a song by Iron Maiden, a British heavy metal
band formed in 1975. Their iconic mascot, Eddie, is a permanent fixture on all of their album covers. The song comes from their third studio album “The Number of the Beast,” which was released in 1982. This album was a major turning point in their career. “Run to the Hills” is a great starting place for beginners wanting to learn Iron Maiden songs.
Iron Maiden - Run To The Hills (Official Video) The introduction features a distinctive galloping rhythm, which might be challenging for beginners but is a good way to practice your timing and precision. The verse sections follow a relatively simple chord structure, making it accessible for inexperienced guitarists. The song’s lyrics depict the conflict
between European settlers and Native Americans. Narrating from both perspectives, it reflects on the violent history between the two parties. However, controversy has never scared Iron Maiden away from expressing their thoughts through their music, as seen in many of their other songs. As for upcoming guitarists, taking the challenge to learn
“Run to the Hills” will provide a great foundation for rock and metal genres and will open up a world of more complex Iron Maiden classics for you to explore. 31. “Under the Bridge” by Red Hot Chili Peppers The Red Hot Chili Peppers are a revered rock band widely recognized for their fusion of punk, funk, and psychedelic rock. “Under the Bridge”
is one of their most well-known songs, capturing the band’s unique sound and deep emotional resonance. The song’s lyrics were penned by frontman Anthony Kiedis, providing a raw and honest glimpse into his struggles with drug addiction. Red Hot Chili Peppers - Under The Bridge [Official Music Video] The guitar part, performed by John
Frusciante, stands out for its beautiful, melodic style, making it an appealing choice for beginner guitarists. The song’s poignant theme combined with its memorable guitar riff provides an excellent opportunity for beginners to practice both their technical skills and emotional expression. Learning to play this song could represent an important step in
a beginner’s journey to becoming a more accomplished guitarist. 32. “Enter Sandman” by Metallica One of Metallica’s most famous songs, “Enter Sandman” is well-regarded within the realm of rock music. This track, released in 1991, is often thought of as a signature song for the band. While many of their songs embrace heavier themes, “Enter
Sandman” stands among the more accessible tracks in Metallica’s discography, making it a good starting point for beginners on the electric guitar. The main riff of the song is not just memorable, but also simple enough for novice guitarists to try and replicate. Enter Sandman (Remastered) “Enter Sandman” is lyrically intriguing, with cryptic lyrics
often considered to be about nightmares and fears. The song and its music video highlight the band’s versatility, featuring a blend of heavy metal and hard rock. Despite being more than two decades old, “Enter Sandman” remains a dynamic part of Metallica’s energetic live performances. Therefore, new electric guitar players often find keen
satisfaction in covering this legendary Metallica track. 33. “Surfin’ USA” by The Beach Boys “Surfin’ USA” is arguably one of the most recognized songs by American rock band, The Beach Boys. Written by Brian Wilson and first released in 1963, it showcases the band’s signature vocal harmonies and ear for melody. The song, with its infectious
rhythm and memorable chorus, lures listeners into the world of the Californian surfing culture of its time. The ingenious lyrics serve as a guide - mentioning popular surfing destinations in the United States. Surfin' USA - The Beach Boys (33 rpm) For any beginner, “Surfin’ USA” is an excellent choice to start with due to its relatively straightforward
guitar chords and structure. It provides an opportunity to learn barre chords, power chords, and lead guitar parts, while also giving an understanding of rhythm and timing. Its iconic guitar riff, in particular, can be a fun challenge - it’s simple to play, yet very effective in the context of the song. The song may seem easy, but mastering it on the guitar
could immensely expand a beginner’s playing skills. 34. “The Final Countdown” by Europe The song “The Final Countdown” is a universally recognized track by the Swedish rock band, Europe. This piece is considered a significant work in their music catalogue with its unforgettable synthesizer intro consecrating its popularity. While it was originally
released as a single in 1986, “The Final Countdown” continues to be widely played today. The band, Europe, emerged in the 1980s and is primarily identified by this iconic song. Europe - The Final Countdown Lead singer Joey Tempest wrote the song, inspired by David Bowie’s “Space Oddity”. “The Final Countdown” is characterized by its dramatic
lyrics which capture the uncertainty and thrill of exploring uncharted territories. This track could be an exciting choice for beginner guitar players as it provides a chance to experiment with solo sequences and power chords. Aspiring guitarists may find the distinctive melody both challenging and rewarding to master. 35. “Bohemian Rhapsody” by
Queen “Bohemian Rhapsody” by Queen is a unique song with complex structure, being unconventional for its time. Composed by lead vocalist Freddy Mercury, the track incorporates elements of rock, pop, and even operatic sounds, defying standard genre definitions. Mercury’s distinct voice shines throughout the song, moving from soft, emotive
verses to bold, powerful rock sections. 35 Characters Sing Bohemian Rhapsody Notably, the song lacks a standard chorus structure, instead composed of a series of distinctly different sections, even including an operatic passage. Relaying a unique narrative, the lyrics in “Bohemian Rhapsody” prove to be both cryptic and thought-provoking, leading
to various interpretations. Aspiring guitarists will appreciate the challenge of the song’s intricate guitar solos, particularly those played by guitarist Brian May. A key note for beginners is that this song, while complex, offers a fantastic introduction to varied guitar techniques and can inspire creativity in one’s musical path. 36. “Stairway to Heaven” by
Led Zeppelin “Stairway to Heaven” is an iconic track by the legendary British rock band Led Zeppelin. This song is renowned for its intricate and striking guitar work by Jimmy Page, making it a desirable piece for guitar beginners to learn. With a runtime of approximately eight minutes, this song is an example of progressive rock that shifts and
evolves throughout, creating an engaging, dynamic piece. Coldplay - Yellow (Official Video) The song commences with a delicate and iconic acoustic guitar intro, before progressing into an amplified, electric end section. In terms of its themes, “Stairway to Heaven” utilises imagery to suggest a spiritual journey, expressing a melancholic yearning and
aspiration for something more. Led Zeppelin have always been known for their ability to blend a variety of musical genres, and “Stairway to Heaven” certainly showcases this with its fusion of folk, rock and psychedelic influences. This song, though considered challenging, provides a fantastic learning opportunity for beginner electric guitar students
to practise techniques including fingerpicking, and later on, powerful electric guitar solos. 37. “Everlong” by Foo Fighters The band Foo Fighters is behind the song “Everlong”. “Everlong” is a rock song that has become a fan’s favorite over the years. It showcases Dave Grohl’s, the lead vocalist and songwriter, great ability to craft lyrics and
melodies. The song involves simple guitar riffs entwined with a steady drum beat that even beginners could experiment with. Foo Fighters - Everlong (Official HD Video) The impressive songwriting of “Everlong” blends thought-provoking lyrics with a catchy tune. While the exact interpretation may vary for each listener, it’s general belief that
“Everlong” talks about love and longing. Its unique rhythmic composition makes this song a perfect practice piece for beginner guitarists. “Everlong” is one example of Foo Fighters’ melodic, heavy rock sound, which has been a big part of their mainstream success. The simple yet effective guitar work helps beginners grasp the essential techniques in
rock guitar playing. 38. “Yellow” by Coldplay “Yellow” by Coldplay is considered one of the band’s defining tracks. The song displays Coldplay’s unique blend of aching sincerity and atmospheric rock. Released in June 2000, it marked a significant shift in the band’s career. With “Yellow”, Coldplay truly began to solidify their unmistakable sound. The
song’s lyrics are simple yet heartfelt, allowing listeners to relate on personal levels. The music maintains a steady, hypnotic rhythm throughout, creating an effect that is both calming and uplifting. Coldplay - Yellow (Lyrics) As a band, Coldplay is widely-loved for their emotive lyrics and engrossing guitar riffs, both are abundant in “Yellow”. From a



beginner’s perspective, “Yellow” is a great song to learn on the guitar. The song has easy-to-understand chords and strumming patterns that cater to guitarists new to the craft. Coldplay’s music consistently shows that complexity isn’t a requirement for creating great music. For aspiring guitarists, “Yellow” is an excellent starting point to hone their
skills. “Yellow” is one of these timeless songs that resonates with many, making it an essential addition to any beginner guitarist’s repertoire. 39. “Buddy Holly” by Weezer Weezer’s “Buddy Holly” is an iconic track steeped in nostalgia. This playful, upbeat song burst onto the music scene in the mid '90s, becoming a beloved hit for all ages. The band,
hailing from Los Angeles, is often celebrated for their dynamic blend of indie rock and pop punk. “Buddy Holly” is a track off their self-titled debut album, often referred to as the Blue Album. With its catchy lyrics and sharp guitar riffs, this track is a perfect choice for beginner electric guitar players. Weezer - Buddy Holly (Official Music Video) The
song pays homage to the rock ‘n’ roll era of the 1950s, travelling back in time to honour musicians like Buddy Holly, known for his distinctive spectacles and swift guitar playing. Weezer’s lyrics are filled with wit and wistfulness, bringing a certain tongue-in-cheek admiration for the charm of days gone by. Their playful referencing to the '50s and '60s
in combination with their distinct ‘90s sound, makes “Buddy Holly” an undeniable classic. Furthermore, the track features charming melodies and straightforward guitar chords, making it fun and accessible for new guitarists to learn. The song’s signature rhythm and iconic guitar solo can be a great starting point for those just beginning their journey
with the electric guitar. There’s a certain accessible complexity to Weezer’s music that aims to improve one’s guitar playing while having a great time jamming to a beloved hit. 40. “Plug In Baby” by Muse “Plug In Baby” is a hit song by the English rock band Muse. The band consists of Matthew Bellamy (lead vocals, guitar, keyboards), Chris
Wolstenholme (bass guitar, backing vocals), and Dominic Howard (drums). The song was released on their second album, “Origin of Symmetry”, back in 2001. One of the interesting things about this song is the intense guitar riff that makes it an ideal choice for beginners wanting to learn electric guitar. The dynamic rhythm of the song is also quite
enjoyable once you learn how to play it correctly. Muse - Plug In Baby (Official Video) It features a mix of rock and heavier guitar sounds, combined with high-pitched vocals and a catchy melody. The song’s lyrics can leave much up to interpretation. However, it seems to express a human being’s relationship with technology. Bellamy’s vocal
performance and the flawless guitar dynamics make “Plug In Baby” a good choice of song for beginner guitar players. It’s worth noting that the lyrics, as well as the guitar work, make for a fantastically challenging and gratifying song to learn. 41. “Light My Fire” by The Doors The iconic track “Light My Fire” is one of the most well-known songs by
legendary rock band, The Doors. This song first made its appearance on The Doors’ eponymous debut album in 1967, which immediately caught the attention of music lovers due to its unique amalgam of rock, psychedelia, and jazz influences. Jim Morrison, the lead vocalist, is known for his distinctive vocal style that oscillates between a soft whisper
and a passionate roar. His singing in “Light My Fire” resonates with a magnetic intensity, contributing to the song’s distinctively alluring aura. Beyond Morrison’s vocals, the song is marked by the remarkable keyboard work of Ray Manzarek, who delivered an unforgettable solo. This immediate classic is a great beginner song for electric guitar
players thanks to its simple yet catchy guitar riff. Not only does it provide beginners with an opportunity to practice chord transitions, but it also offers a fun way to learn how to express emotion through the guitar. This stellar track, therefore, can be a valuable stepping stone towards your journey through the mesmerizing world of rock music. 42.
“Creep” by Radiohead One of the most iconic bands to emerge from the 90s rock scene, Radiohead blasted onto the international stage with their groundbreaking debut single, “Creep”. Although known for their later explorations into more experimental soundscapes, “Creep” showcases the band’s early sound as deeply rooted in grunge and
alternative rock. The song features simple but effective guitar work, making it an ideal option for novice guitar players. This edgy, highly emotional track is centered around distorted guitar riffs that are complemented by Thom Yorke’s unique vocal style. “Creep” represents an individual’s internal monologue of self-loathing and desperation, feeling
out of place in the world. This poignant narrative tied with its easy-to-learn guitar part, makes it a significant song for beginner guitarists to tackle. The intro and verse of the song consist of the same four-chord progression, which is also regularly used in rock music, making it easy to pick up for budding musicians. Learning “Creep” will not only
introduce you to the basics of rock guitar but also to a taste of Radiohead’s unique sound and style, which has influenced countless bands and artists ever since. 43. “Can’t Stop” by Red Hot Chili Peppers The song “Can’t Stop” is by the iconic American rock band, Red Hot Chili Peppers. The band is known for their distinct style that melds together
elements of rock, funk, and punk music. “Can’t Stop” is one of those songs that truly embodies the band’s unique sound. The song is heavily driven by the guitar, making it a great choice for beginners looking for easy electric guitar songs. Red Hot Chili Peppers - Can't Stop [Official Music Video] It features a repetitive and catchy riff that beginners
can easily get the hang of. While the lyrics are abstract, they have an infectious energy that can be thrilling to play. This song is a great opportunity for beginners to develop their strumming skills. With practice, this song can help build confidence in your guitar skills. 44. “I Wanna Be Your Dog” by The Stooges The Stooges, led by frontman Iggy Pop,
are legendary figures in the realm of punk and rock music. Their brand of raw, aggressive sound defined them as one of the pioneers in the transformation of rock into punk. “I Wanna Be Your Dog” is one of their most known tracks and it manifests Iggy Pop’s wild persona. Packed with a heavy, repetitive three chord guitar riff, it embodies the
simplicity and raw energy of punk rock. This song is an excellent choice to start learning electric guitar since the main riff is simple but iconic. Ai Laika - 6 - I Wanna Be Your Dog (The Stooges cover) - Live@44, Kiev [29.05.2013] The repetition of the riff throughout the song allows beginners to practice chord transitions in a steady, controlled manner.
Lyrically, “I Wanna Be Your Dog” throws light on a desperate yearning and submissive obsession. It echoes the themes of unrequited love and intense infatuation, adding depth to the raw, pulsating music. The emotions run so high you can feel the tension in the guitar riffs. While it is a staple for punk rock lovers, it maintains its appeal to beginner
guitar players because of its straightforward structure and uncomplicated riffs. This punk classic can serve to build a strong foundation in electric guitar playing. 45. “Hey Joe” by Jimi Hendrix Jimi Hendrix, undoubtedly one of the greatest guitarists in the history of rock music, turned “Hey Joe” into a classic of its genre. Originally a folk song, the
exact origin of “Hey Joe” is controversial. The version by Hendrix is the most famous rendering of the song, and a perfect choice for beginning electric guitar players. The song’s simple structure and repetitive chords make it ideal for rookies. The Jimi Hendrix Experience - Hey Joe (Official Audio) Lyrically, “Hey Joe” tells a dark and somber story of a
man who shoots his wife. Hendrix’s distinctive guitar style, with heavy use of distortion and innovative rhythm patterns, can be explored in this song. His signature solos and techniques can also be studied to enhance one’s guitar skills. Though the lyrics and theme of “Hey Joe” may not be light, the song is an essential part of any budding guitarist’s
repertoire. 46. “Purple Haze” by Jimi Hendrix The track “Purple Haze” is undeniably one of Jimi Hendrix’s most iconic pieces. As part of the psychedelic rock genre, this song encapsulates the spirit of the late 60’s. For beginner guitarists, “Purple Haze” provides an introduction to basic chords combined with fuzz-infused solos. The song opens with an
instantly recognisable tritone interval known as the “Hendrix Chord”. The Jimi Hendrix Experience - Purple Haze (Live at the Atlanta Pop Festival) “Purple Haze” represents Jimi Hendrix’s innovative style, blending blues elements with experimental sounds. The lyrics, often considered mysterious and abstract, leave room for personal interpretation
and expression. As part of the Jimi Hendrix Experience’s 1967 album “Are You Experienced”, “Purple Haze” cements Hendrix’s place as a guitar legend. While challenging for beginners, the song provides an excellent opportunity to explore riff-based rock structures. Despite its complexity, the basics can be picked up with perseverance and practice.
47. “In My Life” by The Beatles Composed by the legendary band, The Beatles, “In My Life” is a genuine and heartfelt song from their album, “Rubber Soul”. The song holds a prominent place in the band’s discography for its poignant lyrics and melodious tune. Primarily written by John Lennon, “In My Life” is reflective and contemplative in nature,
revealing personal experiences and thoughts. For beginner guitarists, this song presents an opportunity to learn a popular beatles tune and practice their finger placements and chord transitions. In My Life (Remastered 2009) The song’s structure combines simple yet effective guitar riffs, making it a great choice for both electric and acoustic guitar
players. Moreover, grasping the chords and melody can act as a stepping stone to understanding The Beatles’ innovative musicianship. “In My Life” stands as a beautiful example of how to compose music that is easy to play whilst still captivating listeners. Overall, beginners will find this song rewarding to learn due to its balance of simplicity and
depth. The song provides a chance for novice guitarists to interpret and perform a well-known Beatles classic, expanding their musical abilities in the process. 48. “All Along the Watchtower” by Jimi Hendrix Jimi Hendrix breathes new life into Bob Dylan’s “All Along the Watchtower” with his unique interpretation of the song. Known for his expert
guitar skills, Hendrix turns this folk classic into a searing, electric offering that showcases his talent. His version infuses energy into Dylan’s lyrics, adding layers of depth with the accompaniment of his electric guitar. Jimi Hendrix All Along The Watchtower The rich guitar riffs and solos throughout the song offer beginners ample inspiration and
techniques to learn from. Despite being a cover, many consider Hendrix’s rendition to be the definitive version due to his signature style and skill. The song’s driving rhythm and memorable guitar sections make it an excellent choice for beginners to cut their teeth on. “All Along the Watchtower” can be a perfect start for beginners, offering a range of
techniques that are both challenging and rewarding to master. 49. “Ain’t No Sunshine” by Bill Withers Bill Withers was an incredible talent in the world of music, recognized for his soulful voice and heartfelt lyrics. “Ain’t No Sunshine” is perhaps one of his most well-known songs, embodying a mix of soul and blues that strike a chord with listeners.
The simple but profound lyrics express the pain and longing felt in the absence of a loved one, making it relatable for many. Bill Withers - Ain't No Sunshine For beginner guitarists, this song offers a great starting point due to its relatively simple chord progression and rhythm. One can truly appreciate the beauty of simplicity in music by learning this
song, as it relies more on emotion and expressiveness than technical complexity. Additionally, the iconic and repetitive melodic motif of “Ain’t No Sunshine” makes it a memorable piece to play and perform. What’s more, by practicing this song, beginners can start to explore and understand the art of conveying emotions through music. 50. “Back in
Black” by AC/DC “Back in Black” is a memorable track from AC/DC, a hard rock band broadly known for its electrifying performances and straightforward, driving rhythms. This song, in particular, provides an opportunity for beginners to learn the distinct features of rock music, including power chords and a steady riff-based rhythm. The title of the
song is also symbolic, reflecting the band’s resurgence after the death of their former lead singer, Bon Scott. AC/DC - Back In Black (Official 4K Video) Angus Young, the band’s lead guitarist, presents a relatively easy yet iconic guitar riff that can be a great starting point for newcomers to electric guitar. The lyrical content, while seemingly simple,
possesses an undercurrent of resilience in the face of adversity, making it an impactful song for the band and its fans. Despite its apparent simplicity, “Back in Black” requires a solid grasp of rhythm and power chord transitions, offering a beneficial learning experience for those new to the electric guitar. 51. “La Grange” by ZZ Top ZZ Top, an
American rock band, is fondly known for their distinctive sound blending blues and rock influences. Their song “La Grange” features this unique style and is distinguished by its simplistic yet catchy guitar riff. This track is an excellent example of classic blues-rock that makes a perfect addition to any beginner’s guitar repertoire. For those starting on
their electric guitar journey, learning “La Grange” can provide exposure to fundamental blues techniques, helping to develop the necessary skills for future complex pieces. The interplay between guitar and bass in “La Grange” is a valuable learning tool for understanding how these two elements can work together to create an engaging rhythm. In a
broader sense, mastering “La Grange” offers an exciting glimpse into the rich and diverse world of rock and blues music, setting learners on an intriguing path of musical exploration. 52. “In The End” by Linkin Park In The End is a song by Linkin Park, an American rock band recognized for their fusion of alternative rock with elements of electronic
and nu metal. This song is from their debut album, Hybrid Theory, released in 2000. The song juxtaposes soft piano melodies and hard rock elements seamlessly, making it an intriguing blend of genres. It’s a great addition to the playlist for any beginner owing to its simplicity. The lyrical theme of “In The End” operates around the idea of efforts going
in vain, despite the struggle and fight. In The End [Official HD Music Video] - Linkin Park It embodies the emotional energy that has come to be associated with Linkin Park’s music. “In The End” would serve as a good song for beginner electric guitarists due to its memorable guitar riffs that are easy to learn and play. The simple progression and
structure of the song prove handy for novice musicians. Linkin Park has been known to play a significant role in shaping the rock scene in the early 2000s, and “In The End” stands as one of their most recognizable tracks. The song’s unforgettable melody, combined with its raw and emotional lyrics, has ensured its place as an iconic piece of early
21st-century music. “Nothing Else Matters” is an iconic song from the legendary heavy metal band, Metallica. This exemplary tune was featured on their 1991 eponymous album, often referred to as The Black Album. The melancholic ballad stands out in Metallica’s catalogue, known for its heavier and aggressive sound. Its composition features a
beautifully simple intro with open chords, making this song an excellent choice for beginner guitarists. Metallica: Nothing Else Matters (Official Music Video) Lyrically, “Nothing Else Matters” was penned by frontman James Hetfield and is thought to reflect on the trials and tribulations of love and being away from the ones you care about. While the
song pushes boundaries for a metal ballad, it carries Metallica’s signature emotional depth and musical prowess. The song’s unique guitar solo, executed by lead guitarist Kirk Hammett, adds a whole other layer to the song’s expressiveness and character. This unique blend of melancholy and strength makes “Nothing Else Matters” a beloved song by
fans worldwide. In short, “Nothing Else Matters” is an approachable song with a significant emotional thrust, accessible for beginning guitar players eager to engage with Metallica’s rich musical legacy. 54. “Killing In The Name” by Rage Against The Machine Formed in 1991, Rage Against The Machine is a unique fusion of rock, punk, and hip-hop.
The band’s politically charged lyrics and explosive sound have made them a memorable name in the rock genre. The song “Killing In The Name” is a crowd favorite of their work. While many Rage Against The Machine songs can be complex, beginners find “Killing In The Name” more approachable due to its simple power chords. Rage Against The
Machine - Killing In the Name (Official HD Video) It is an excellent song to start your guitar journey with, as it will introduce you to strumming techniques and rhythm playing. The track has an incredible energy that fuels its rebellious spirit, making it a song that will have you headbanging whilst practicing your electric guitar. Listening to the rhythm
and understanding the song structure of “Killing In The Name” will be an important step in your development as a guitarist. Most importantly, take the time to enjoy the process and the music. “Killing In The Name” represents a welcome challenge for beginners which, when mastered, will provide a sense of satisfaction that fuels the desire to play
more music. 55. “I Believe In a Thing Called Love” by The Darkness The Darkness is a British rock band known for their energetic performances and high-pitched vocals, best exemplified in their hit song “I Believe In a Thing Called Love”. The song’s electrifying guitar riffs and catchy melody make it a great choice for beginners looking to learn
electric guitar. Famed for its iconic falsetto singing and memorable music video, the song elevates the spirit of classic rock and roll. The Darkness - I Believe In A Thing Called Love (Official Music Video) [HD] The lyrics bring forth an infectious aura of optimism and raw love, engulfed by an intense rock music backdrop. The music showcases guitar
playing techniques that beginners can master with practice, thus fostering their musical growth. This song certainly stands as a shining example of the fusion of fun and simplicity in rock music. Whether you are just starting out or aiming to fine-tune your skills, “I Believe in a Thing Called Love” presents you a chance to enjoy the journey and truly
immerse yourself in the learning process. 56. “By the Way” by Red Hot Chili Peppers “By the Way” is a song by the famous American rock band, Red Hot Chili Peppers. This track is one of the band’s most recognizable hits, showcasing their distinct alternative rock style. The song combines Guitarist John Frusciante’s melodic riffs and frontman
Anthony Kiedis’s unique vocals to create a fusion of punk, funk, and pop elements. The song’s lyrics discuss feelings of loneliness and talks about longing for companionship. Red Hot Chili Peppers - By The Way B-Sides, Bonus Tracks, Covers, & Live Outtakes “By the Way” is a great beginner’s song for budding guitar enthusiasts as it offers a fairly
simple, yet effective guitar riff. The song’s main chorus and verse contain repetitious patterns that are perfect for a beginner to learn and master. In terms of technical skill, it provides a solid introduction to chord transitions and rhythm patterns. Learning “By the Way” will undoubtedly give beginners a fun and enjoyable way to step into the world of
electric guitar playing. 57. “Are You Gonna Go My Way” by Lenny Kravitz Lenny Kravitz is an icon in the rock music industry, recognized for his ability to merge various genres into his music. His song “Are You Gonna Go My Way” is a perfect example of this merging, combining rock with hints of funk and soul. The song was released in 1993 as the
title track of his third album. The song’s riff-driven melody is simple yet catchy, making it a popular choice amongst beginners learning the electric guitar. 57 Lenny Kravitz Are You Gonna Go My Way The lyrics of the song reflect Kravitz’s spiritual perception of Jesus Christ as a radical revolutionary figure, a unique interpretation which resonated
with many listeners. This song’s gritty vocals, infectious beats, and memorable guitar riff make it an excellent choice for novice guitarists looking to expand their repertoire. Despite its simplicity, “Are You Gonna Go My Way” still manages to be energetic and engaging, capturing the essence of Lenny Kravitz’s distinct and versatile musical style.
Learning this song can offer beginners valuable experience in mastering a variety of guitar techniques. And because of its iconic status in rock music, it’s likely to be a hit at any jam session. 58. “Smooth” by Santana “Smooth” is a well-known song by the iconic rock band Santana, featuring Rob Thomas, Matchbox Twenty’s lead vocalist. As soon as
the first guitar riff is played, it’s instantly captivating and sets the rhythm. The catchy melody combined with Rob’s solid vocals make the song catchy and unforgettable. The lyrics talk about a passionate yet tumultuous relationship, evoking images of heated passion and painful heartbreak. Santana’s show-stopping guitar solo in the middle of the
track showcases the band’s phenomenal instrumental skills. It’s a perfect song for beginners learning electric guitar, with its iconic opening riff and room for improvisation in the guitar solo. The song’s undeniable rhythm and captivating melody make it perfect for learning the basics of rhythm, timing, and riff playing on the electric guitar. “Smooth”
is a great starting point for any budding guitarist’s journey into playing rock music. 59. “I Want To Hold Your Hand” by The Beatles The song “I Want To Hold Your Hand” stands as an early and unforgettable track by the legendary band The Beatles. Composed by John Lennon and Paul McCartney, it exhibits the band’s distinct and innovative style
that would go on to shape music history. As an upbeat and cheerful tune, “I Want To Hold Your Hand” is relatively simple and very approachable for beginners on the electric guitar. The Beatles - I Want To Hold Your Hand - Performed Live On The Ed Sullivan Show 2/9/64 Its alluring rhythm and easy chords make it an enjoyable first venture into
Beatles’ repertoire for budding guitarists. Lyrically, the song expresses a straightforward yet compelling desire for connection that resonates with listeners even today. Beginners can learn a lot from the strategic simplicity of the song’s structure. Moreover, practicing this song can serve as a great way to get acquainted with some essential aspects of
rhythm guitar. 60. “Basket Case” by Green Day “Basket Case” belongs to punk rock band Green Day’s third studio album “Dookie”. This track showcases the band’s grit, rebellious spirit, and knack for catchy guitar riffs. Green Day’s frontman, Billie Joe Armstrong, wrote the track exploring his experiences with anxiety and panic disorders. Its quick
tempo and easy-to-follow chords make it an ideal track for beginner guitarists. Basket Case - Green Day (Vintage "Mrs. Maisel" Style Cover) feat. Tatum Langley The song’s melody is memorable, while the lyrics express generational angst that resonated globally. Not to mention, the distinctive guitar rifts offer an enjoyable challenge for those just
starting to play the electric guitar. “Basket Case” indeed encapsulates the essence of ‘90s punk rock, making it a must-learn for any aspiring rock guitarist. Without a doubt, “Basket Case” is an excellent introduction to the fun and high-energy world of punk rock guitar. 61. “Dani California” by Red Hot Chili Peppers “Dani California” is a noteworthy
song from the prolific band, the Red Hot Chili Peppers. This track stands out for its catchy guitar riff and melodic chorus, making it an ideal choice for beginner guitarists to explore. The lyrics tell a narrative story, adding to the song’s unique charm and appeal. Written by band members Anthony Kiedis, Flea, John Frusciante, and Chad Smith, it
showcases their capabilities as songwriters and musicians. Red Hot Chili Peppers - Dani California [Official Music Video] The Red Hot Chili Peppers, renowned for their fusion of punk, funk, and rock, have produced a number of songs with distinctive guitar work. “Dani California”, in particular, offers aspiring guitarists an opportunity to learn from
their innovative musical approach. Interpreting the song, fluid guitar lines and rhythmic variations are key components that embody the band’s musical demeanor. While its catchy beats and lyrical hooks are a highlight, it’s the song’s accessible guitar parts that make it a must-try for beginner guitarists. 62. “Misery Business” by Paramore “Misery
Business” by American rock band, Paramore, is a compelling track for beginner electric guitar players to learn. This is a track that fizzes with punchy guitar riffs and Hayley Williams’ vibrant vocal delivery, making for an exciting gameplay experience and an excellent learning territory for those new to the electric guitar. Paramore: Misery Business
[OFFICIAL VIDEO] Aside from its rigorous guitar sequences, “Misery Business” tells a straightforward story about a romantic rivalry, packed with emotion and confrontational lyrics that create empathy, reflecting on universal experiences we all have. In the song, Paramore offers an accessible challenge for beginner players who are looking to
improve their guitar skills. While it’s not a simple song to master on the guitar, it’s perfect as a gradual progression once you have a grip of the basics. The fast pace and complex compositions of “Misery Business” provide an optimal way of learning, improving speed, and flexibility, while jamming to an extremely catchy rock anthem. 63. “Teenage
Dirtbag” by Wheatus “Teenage Dirtbag” is a product of American alternative rock band, Wheatus. The track was released as the lead single from their self-titled debut album. When listening, it’s easily recognized by its distinctive guitar riff which is accessible to beginners, expressing Wheatus’ alternative style. Wheatus - Teenage Dirtbag (Metal
Cover by Wazmo) A Punk Goes Pop Music Video The lyrics tell a tale of adolescent misfit angst, a theme all-too-relatable for many listeners. It’s an easy pick for newbie guitarists with its straightforward chords and memorable riff. The evident longing behind the lyrics adds a touch of relatability, making it a popular choice for cover artists. Overall,
“Teenage Dirtbag” is both a nostalgic favorite for many and a reachable aim for beginner guitarists. 64. “Where is My Mind” by Pixies Pixies are an American rock band from Massachusetts, formed in 1986. They are known for their dynamic “loud-quiet” songs, heavily influenced by punk rock and surf rock. “Where is My Mind"“, one of the band’s most
famous songs, comes off their 1988 album ‘Surfer Rosa’. This song showcases the band’s signature sound with its distorted guitar and vocal harmonies. The Pixies - Where is My Mind but with the SM64 Soundfont Its catchy, repetitive guitar riff, combined with thought-provoking lyrics, makes it highly recognizable. The song has been efficiently used
in television and movie soundtracks, multiplying its popularity over the years. Despite its complex structure, for beginners, it is a great song to learn because of its recognizable guitar riff. The riff is easy to play, but to make it sound exactly like the original, you have to pay attention to the rhythm and transitions between notes. So it’s a good practice
for beginner guitarists trying to improve their rhythm and chord transition skills. 65. “Song 2” by Blur “Song 2” is arguably one of Blur’s most recognizable tracks. The British band rose to prominence in the 1990s as a major player in the Britpop movement, alongside bands like Oasis. Known for their catchy melodies and distinctive sound, Blur helped
shape the musical landscape of the time. “Song 2” is a departure from their usual style, featuring a heavier, grungier sound that captivated audiences worldwide. Its famous “woohoo” chorus makes it an instantly recognizable tune and a favourite among fans. Blur - Song 2 (Official Music Video) The lyrics, penned by frontman Damon Albarn, are open
to interpretation, but many listeners relate to its themes of frustration and disillusionment. As one of the fifteenth tracks on Blur’s self-titled fifth album, it exhibits Blur’s ability to experiment with different musical styles. For beginner guitarists, “Song 2”‘s simple yet distinctive riff is a great place to start, offering the chance to master basic guitar
techniques whilst playing an instantly recognizable tune. Its energetic sound and catchy tune make it a surefire hit at any guitar jam session. While it might not be the most complex piece, “Song 2” provides a great introduction into the world of rock guitar playing. 66. “Slide” by Goo Goo Dolls Goo Goo Dolls is an American rock band known for their
authentic and engaging style of music. Their song, “Slide”, offers a combination of tuneful vocals, catchy melodies, and easy-to-play guitar riffs, making it an excellent pick for beginner guitarists. The song’s simple chord progression and rhythmic patterns provide a great practice ground for those looking to develop their guitar playing skills. Goo Goo
Dolls - Slide [Official Music Video] “Slide” encapsulates the band’s signature fusion of pop-rock and alternative sounds, which can be a thrilling exploration for new musicians. The introspective lyrics add depth to the seemingly light-hearted, upbeat musical composition. “Slide” delivers a unique mix of emotional resonance and enjoyable playability, a
perfect choice for aspiring guitarists diving into the world of rock music. 67. “All the Small Things” by Blink-182 “All the Small Things” is an iconic track by American rock band Blink-182. About this song, Mark Hoppus, one of the members of the band, once said it was an attempt at writing a really, really simple and non-complicated song and it
worked incredibly. Simple yet catchy, the guitar riffs of “All the Small Things” is a great starting point for beginners. The song’s simplistic three-chord structure makes it an easy-to-follow guide for those just starting their journey in guitar playing. blink-182 - All The Small Things (Official Music Video) The catchy melody is immediately recognizable,
which can be a confidence booster for new learners when they see they can play something folks can quickly identify. Blink-182, known for their punk rock tunes, certainly created a song that can be seen as a gateway into the world of rock guitar playing for beginners. While it may seem basic for seasoned guitarists, the song provides crucial lessons
for newbies, such as chord progression and rhythm execution. “All the Small Things” shows that a song doesn’t have to be complex to be good, which can be an encouraging lesson for beginners. 68. “Somebody Told Me” by The Killers Notoriously catchy, “Somebody Told Me” by The Killers is a true juggernaut in the realm of rock music. It’s an
essential addition to any aspiring electric guitar player’s repertoire, featuring a distinctive main riff and unmistakable chorus melody. The Killers, hailing from Las Vegas, made a significant impact on the music industry with their fusion of alternative rock and synth-pop. “Somebody Told Me”, one of their earliest hits, demonstrates this signature style
perfectly. The Killers - Somebody Told Me (Official Music Video) It’s a track that’s heavy on guitar and synth, with the iconic guitar riff being integral to its recognisable sound. While it might seem a bit complex at first, with a little practice, beginners can nail the song’s signature guitar lines and truly capture the energy of The Killers. Lyrically,
“Somebody Told Me” is a relatable narrative about rumours and complicated relationships - elements that resonate with listeners universally. Learning to play this staple Killers track is a great way for beginners to tap into their rock roots, progress their skills, and have fun on their electric guitar journey. This song is another great one that beginners
should learn on the electric guitar. It lyrics are deep and introspective, hinting at a sense of distance, and longing for something or someone. They convey a feeling of being stuck in a moment or a memory, expressed beautifully in the poignant refrain “You are, you are...” In terms of guitar play, the song features a basic chord progression that paired
with the right delay effects can be reproduced by beginners. Coldplay - Clocks (Official Video) This makes it an outstanding choice for newbie guitar players looking for a familiar and popular tune to practice with. While the band offer a simple guitar part that follows the chords progression and piano line, more skilled beginners can also explore the
arpeggios that figure prominently in the song’s rich layering of sounds. “Clocks” is a great song that simplifies what might seem complex at first listen an invaluable learning tool for those venturing into electric guitar. 70. “Ruby” by Kaiser Chiefs The “Ruby” song is a creation by the well-known British indie rock band Kaiser Chiefs. This track is
featured on their second studio album titled “Yours Truly, Angry Mob”. The song is ingenious in its musical composition, with a straightforward chord progression that beginners can easily master on the electric guitar. Kaiser Chiefs - Ruby (Official Video) Lyrically, it discusses a seemingly fading relationship with a woman named Ruby. The song’s
narrative appeal and catchy melody make it a fantastic pick for budding guitarists looking to expand their repertoire. By learning this song, new guitarists not only get to practice their chords and strumming techniques but also get a taste of the indie rock genre. The simplicity of “Ruby”, both in its instrumental aspects and lyrics, makes it an excellent
choice for beginners eager to embrace electric guitar playing. 71. “Should I Stay or Should I Go” by The Clash The Clash’s “Should I Stay or Should I Go” is a classic song that tackles a universal dilemma. This 1982 hit speaks to anyone who’s ever been at a crossroads, uncertain of the right path to take. Featuring a simple yet catchy guitar rift, the
song provides an excellent starting point for beginner guitarists. The straightforward rhythm makes it easy to follow, and even novices can gain confidence as they strum along to the familiar tune. The Clash - Should I Stay or Should I Go (Official Audio) The lyrics offer multiple interpretations. While it might appear to deal with a romantic relationship
on the surface, others may interpret it as a metaphor for life’s various decisions and the anxiety that often accompanies them. Despite the complexity of the feelings it explores, the Clash’s music is marked by its accessibility and relatability. The band has a knack for marrying profound themes with catchy, danceable tunes. Overall, “Should I Stay or
Should I Go” is perfect for beginners who are looking to expand their repertoire while enjoying a slice of rock history. 72. “Radioactive” by Imagine Dragons “Radioactive” by Imagine Dragons is a captivating rock song with a unique modern-electronic edge. This song has become one of Imagine Dragons’ most well-known and loved singles. Imagine
Dragons is an American rock band that gained popularity in the 2010s for their distinctive fusion of rock music, heavy beats, and electronic elements. This synthesis makes their brand of rock penetrating, emotional, and relatable. “Radioactive” has intense and haunting lyrics that reflect a journey into a new, unknown world. Imagine Dragons -
Radioactive This song can be interpreted as a metaphor for drastic personal revolution and imminent societal change. This track can be a great piece for beginners due to its minimalist guitar riff which resonates throughout. It is both easy to learn and fun to play, making it ideal for those picking up the electric guitar for the first time. The guitar
chords, despite being simple, evoke a sense of tension and drama, bringing out the song’s dark and moody essence. Everything from the distinct rhythm to the heavy bass line makes “Radioactive” a memorable rock song. Teaching oneself to play “Radioactive” on the guitar is not only an easy task for beginners, but it’s also an exciting endeavor into
modern rock music. 73. “Lithium” by Nirvana Nirvana, an influential rock band from the 90s, is known for their grunge music style and distinctive sound. Their song “Lithium” is among their most celebrated tracks, presenting unique chord progressions. As a song, “Lithium” stands out with simple yet impactful lyrics that delve into themes of
depression and self-isolation. The song title, “Lithium,” refers to a mood stabilizer that’s often prescribed to people suffering from manic depression or bipolar disorder. The band’s frontman, Kurt Cobain, was famous for his songwriting, often exploring his personal struggles through his lyrics. His experiences are reflected in “Lithium”, painting a
candid picture of inner turmoil and emotional challenges. Despite its heavy themes, “Lithium” is considered a great entry point for beginners learning electric guitar due to its straightforward chord progressions and structure. Easy to follow, the song can help novice guitarists get a grip on fundamental techniques. This track offers a chance for
beginners to practice their skills while playing a song from one of the most iconic rock bands of all time. 74. “Machinehead” by Bush Bush is a British rock band known for its grunge sound, reminiscent of the Seattle scene, although from across the Atlantic. “Machinehead”, a track off their debut album “Sixteen Stone”, captures this raw, grungy
energy perfectly. In the song, the band employs a heavy, aggressive guitar riff that is unmissable and easy to recognize. This makes it a great choice for beginners looking to find their footing in rock guitar play. Led by frontman Gavin Rossdale, Bush delivered a track that resonates with the rebellious, grunge-loving spirit of the '90s. “Machinehead”
provides a great opportunity for guitar novices to practice power chords and pedal tones. Despite its complexity, the iconic riff is simple enough for beginners to master with a bit of practice. Another interesting feature of the song is the use of shifting dynamics, which adds a stimulating challenge for any budding guitarist. “Machinehead” thereby
serves as a great piece for beginners to navigate and grasp basic guitar skills. 75. “Unwell” by Matchbox Twenty Released back in 2002, “Unwell” is one of Matchbox Twenty‘s most identifiable songs. Anguishing and catchy at the same time, the track was penned by the band’s frontman, Rob Thomas, and captures the struggle of feeling mentally out
of step. The song is characterized by its simple, though compelling, electric guitar rhythm, which adds to its magnetic appeal particularly for beginners aiming to learn the electric guitar. Delightfully, “Unwell” is accessible for novice guitarists yet doesn’t compromise on the emotional depth and resonance inherent to the song. Matchbox Twenty -
Unwell (Official Video) [HD Remaster] The song’s catchy melody and poignant lyrics make it a favourite for many fledgling guitarists. For beginners on the electric guitar, the song offers a great learning experience due to its easily identifiable chords and predictable song structure. In essence, picking up “Unwell” on the electric guitar could serve to
boost the confidence of any aspiring musician. This song indeed belongs on any beginner guitarist’s practice playlist. 76. “Sweet Home Alabama” by Lynyrd Skynyrd Lynyrd Skynyrd’s “Sweet Home Alabama” is easily recognizable for its catchy, repeating riff that makes it an excellent choice for beginner guitarists. The rhythm guitar part is also fairly
simple, allowing new players to follow along or strum along depending on their skill level. The trademark southern rock sound of Lynyrd Skynyrd can be heard throughout this song with their use of guitars for both rhythmic and melodic parts. This gives some illustrative examples of how guitars can function in a band setting, providing both support
and lead parts. Lynyrd Skynyrd - Sweet Home Alabama (Live at Knebworth '76) With regards to the lyrics, “Sweet Home Alabama” is often interpreted as a celebration of the singer’s home state. There’s a sense of pride and love for home that comes through loudly in the song, making it an uplifting tune that’s easy to sing along with. All these
elements combine to make “Sweet Home Alabama” an excellent starter song for beginner electric guitarists. It also provides a fun chance to deepen understanding of rhythm and melody and how they can work together. Despite its seeming simplicity, there are layers of technique to explore here, making it a song that beginner guitarists can return to
as their skills progress. 77. “Bad Moon Rising” by Creedence Clearwater Revival “Bad Moon Rising” is an unforgettable song by the iconic American rock band, Creedence Clearwater Revival. This tune is known for its catchy rhythm and recognizable guitar riff, making it an ideal starting point for beginner guitarists. The song is characterized by its
distinctive country-rock sound that CCR was famous for. Lead singer John Fogerty’s raw and powerful vocals add a unique edge to the melody. The lyrical content of “Bad Moon Rising” has sparked much interpretation. Creedence Clearwater Revival - Bad Moon Rising (Official Lyric Video) As the name suggests, the song narrates a series of ominous
events indicating trouble ahead. Despite its upbeat tempo, the song carries a darker undertone that makes it a memorable track. Learning to play “Bad Moon Rising” on the guitar will not only introduce you to the basics of guitar playing but also give you an insight into the musical style of one of the most influential rock bands of the 20th century. As
this is one of their most popular tracks, it’s a great introduction to the band’s catalogue. For those who are just embarking on their musical journey, “Bad Moon Rising” is a fantastic choice to cut your teeth on. 78. “Best of You” by Foo Fighters The “Best of You” by the Foo Fighters is an intense rock song, filled with raw emotion and driven by a
catchy guitar riff. Written by Dave Grohl, the band’s lead vocalist and guitarist, the song contains simple yet expressive guitar parts that make it a great choice for beginners. The song’s lyrics talk about overcoming personal struggles and rejecting anyone or anything trying to bring you down. Foo Fighters - Best Of You (Official Music Video) Its
groovy rhythm and power-driven melodies are typical of the alternative rock sound that Foo Fighters are known for. Yet, it doesn’t compromise melody for power, hence making it a unique combination of rough-edged guitar work and softer, melodious tunes. “Best of You” is an excellent song choice for beginner guitarists who want to explore the rock
genre. 79. “Knockin’ on Heaven’s Door” by Guns N’ Roses Guns N’ Roses left an indelible mark on the rock music scene with their interpretation of “Knockin’ on Heaven’s Door”. The song, originally by Bob Dylan, was covered by the band and it’s has become one of their most famous versions. The lyrics of the song can be interpreted as a plea for
peace, told from the perspective of a dying sheriff. Knockin' On Heaven's Door It is a relatively easy song for beginners in electric guitar, as it features a simple chord progression. Yet, it allows novice guitarists to practice and learn some basic techniques, such as chord changes, strums, and how to add a bit of rock and roll grit to their playing.
Furthermore, the song is an excellent choice for those who want to advance their skills while playing along with one of rock’s most iconic bands. The ballad-style of “Knockin’ on Heaven’s Door” showcases the versatility of Guns N’ Roses and their ability to seamlessly blend rock with more bluesy, folk-inspired elements. 80. “Mr. Tambourine Man” by
The Byrds “Mr. Tambourine Man” by The Byrds is a classic song that beginner guitarists can potentially pick up quite fast. The Byrds are a famous American rock band from the 1960s who were influential in the development of folk rock and country rock music. The song’s title, “Mr.Tambourine Man”, gives a nod to the simple yet catchy tambourine
rhythm that drives the song forward, making it a great option for beginners. This song is based on a Bob Dylan composition, but The Byrds gave it their distinctive jangle pop sound. The lyrics of this song can be interpreted as an invitation of a minstrel to accompany the listener on a musical journey, which symbolizes the escape from the hardships of
reality. The simple chord progression, combined with a memorable melody, makes it an excellent choice for beginners. So whether you're new to the guitar or just want a fun tune to play, “Mr.Tambourine Man” is worth a try. 81. “Baba O’Riley” by The Who “Baba O’Riley” is a classic song by British rock band, The Who. The song, released in 1971, is
part of the album “Who’s Next”. The track is often associated with the name “Teenage Wasteland” due to the repetitive lyric that is present throughout. This iconic rock song is often cited as one of The Who’s best creations. Interestingly, the name “Baba O’Riley” was derived from Meher Baba, Pete Townshend’s spiritual guru, and Terry Riley, an
experimental composer. Pete Townshend’s opening piano sequence is instantly recognizable, as is Roger Daltrey’s powerful voice. One important feature of the song is the synthesized organ track which was something quite progressive for the time it was made. Newbies learning the electric guitar will welcome the challenge that “Baba O’Riley”
presents, with its distinct chords and riffs. The song’s intricate structure yet accessible sound makes it an worthy pick for budding guitarists. The dynamic guitar work in “Baba O’Riley” will certainly boost your playing skills. 82. “My Generation” by The Who The Who is a notable British band known worldwide for their innovation within the rock
genre. Their song “My Generation” is an embodiment of the rebellious spirit of the 1960’s youth. Known for its memorable bass line, this song is ideal for beginners venturing into the world of electric guitar playing. The band’s guitarist, Pete Townshend, demonstrates in this song his unique talent for blending power chords and catchy riffs, creating
an inspiring sound that new players can learn from. “My Generation” presents an excellent opportunity for novice guitarists to practice their strumming patterns and fingering techniques with its straightforward structure. The lyrics of the song, filled with teen angst and rebellion, resonate with listeners from all generations, making it a timeless piece
in the rock genre. Learning to play “My Generation” can help beginners feel more connected to the historical context and culture of rock music. 83. “Yellow Submarine” by The Beatles A “Yellow Submarine” is a memorable tune from the legendary band, The Beatles. This song stands out with its unique and playful melody, making it a popular choice
for beginners learning the electric guitar. Written by Paul McCartney and John Lennon, its simple, catchy rhythm is instantly recognisable and easy to pick up for those new to the instrument. The Beatles - Yellow Submarine The song was released on the album “Revolver” in 1966, and quickly became a fun and lighthearted addition to the band’s
diverse repertoire. Its lyrics tell a story of life aboard a yellow submarine, symbolising a journey of imagination and escape from reality. Its distinctive, sing-along chorus and straightforward chords make it a great starting point for any beginner guitarist, allowing them to grasp the basics of chord progression and rhythm. Despite being released over
fifty years ago, “Yellow Submarine” remains a popular song for beginners to start their journey into electric guitar playing. 84. “Sex on Fire” by Kings of Leon “Sex on Fire” is one of the most well-known songs by Kings of Leon. The band consists of three brothers and a cousin whose roots hail from Oklahoma and Tennessee. This track specifically is
perfect for beginner guitar players as it follows a simple yet distinctive chord progression. Kings Of Leon - Sex on Fire (Official Video) The haunting lyrics combined with an easy-to-learn melody and rhythm make it a prime choice for new guitarists. “Sex on Fire” shows the band’s versatility in blending alternative rock with southern influences,
creating a unique sound which is central to their identity. The song’s lyrics can be open to variations of interpretation but generally it expresses an intense, fervent passion and desire. All these elements combined make “Sex on Fire” a fantastic song choice for beginner electric guitar players. 85. “Walk This Way” by Aerosmith “Walk This Way” by
Aerosmith is more than just an essential track for any rock music enthusiast, it’s also a perfect song for beginner electric guitar players to gain skill and confidence with. The song’s distinctive guitar riff, crafted by Aerosmith’s talented guitarists Joe Perry and Brad Whitford, is memorable yet simple enough for beginners to tackle. Aerosmith is a
beloved American rock band that has been thrilling audiences with their blend of hard rock and blues since their establishment in 1970. Aerosmith - Walk This Way - Live At Donington Park / 2014 Their gritty personas and engaging performances have made them one of the most enduring acts in rock history. “Walk This Way” showcases their knack
for creating catchy, hard-edged rock tunes that can move crowds and inspire budding guitarists alike. As a song, “Walk This Way” offers an interesting mix of bluesy rock grooves and tongue-in-cheek lyrics, making it a fun track to learn and perform. It’s a song that demonstrates that learning electric guitar doesn’t necessarily have to be hard or
boring, it can be an exciting journey into one’s musical passion. 86. “Money for Nothing” by Dire Straits “Money for Nothing” is a song by British rock band Dire Straits. The opening track on their album “Brothers in Arms”, it showcases the band’s ability to blend rock and blues influences. Frontman Mark Knopfler is well-known for his unique finger
picking guitar style, which is clearly demonstrated in this song. Money for nothing — Dire Straits 1986 Sydney LIVE pro-shot [EXCELLENT VERSION!] This song offers guitar beginners several techniques to explore, such as its distinctive riffs and rhythmic patterns. Aspiring guitarists may find themselves drawn in by the song’s engaging guitar work,
making it an ideal choice for those starting their rock guitar journey. The lyrics tell a story of rock musicians earning their living simply by playing on TV, thus giving the song a sarcastic edge. This song represents Dire Straits’ innovative brand of rock, marked by Mark Knopfler’'s characteristic guitar style, lyrical storytelling and a unique blend of
musical influences. 87. “Twist And Shout” by The Beatles “Twist And Shout” by The Beatles is a fantastic example of the energetic and catchy tunes that marked the early years of the legendary British band. This song is often associated with the joyful moments of the famous “Beatlemania” phase. Written by Phil Medley and Bert Berns, this song was
initially recorded by the Top Notes. However, it gained worldwide fame after being covered by The Beatles. Its upbeat rhythm, lively chorus, and memorable guitar riffs make it a perfect song for novice electric guitar players. The Beatles - Twist & Shout - Performed Live On The Ed Sullivan Show 2/23/64 The Beatles consisted of four members: John
Lennon, Paul McCartney, George Harrison, and Ringo Starr. They are widely regarded as the most influential band in the history of pop music. “Twist And Shout” is an embodiment of their joyful and energetic sound from the early 1960s, which continues to delight audiences today. My interpretation of “Twist And Shout” is that it encapsulates the
excitement and optimism of the times. The energetic guitar riffs and powerful harmonies perfectly match the lyrics which talk about dancing and having a good time. It’s a fun song that inspires listeners to get up and dance - undoubtedly a great choice for guitar beginners looking to bring some energy and enthusiasm to their practice sessions. 88.
“Black Hole Sun” by Soundgarden Formed in 1984, Soundgarden was a key figure in the grunge genre, which marked a distinct shift in the rock music landscape. Their track, “Black Hole Sun,” presents a blend of psychedelic, hard, and alternative rock, showcasing the band’s versatility and creativity. Written by Chris Cornell, the band’s frontman,
the song is known for its cryptic lyrics and chilling music video. Soundgarden - Black Hole Sun Although the exact meaning of the song remains a source of debate among fans, many believe it to express a desire for renewal and cleansing, albeit in a somewhat disturbing manner. The haunting melody and melancholic lyrics create an uncanny feel that
has kept audiences captivated for decades. As a beginner electric guitar player, “Black Hole Sun” is an excellent song to tackle due to its straightforward chord progression and catchy riff. The complexity of emotions that this song evokes makes one truly appreciate the expressive potential of rock music. 89. “Come As You Are” by Nirvana Nirvana, an
epitome of 90s grunge, created a significant mark with “Come As You Are“. Released as the second single from their acclaimed album “Nevermind”, the song is notable for its memorable guitar riff. While the band hails from the angst-filled grunge era, “Come As You Are” stands out for its relatively softer, more melodic sound. Its alluring opening riff,
built around a simple but effective guitar sequence, makes it easy to grasp for budding guitarists. Nirvana - Come As You Are (Live On MTV Unplugged, 1993 / Rehearsal) Lyrical interpretation remains a subject of debate amongst fans and critics alike. Yet, its ambiguous words added a layer of mystique that furthered the allure of the song and the
band itself. The track’s mixture of rawness with a slight hint of melancholy aptly encapsulates Nirvana’s musical ethos. For beginner guitarists keen on exploring the grunge genre, “Come As You Are” makes for an excellent starting point due to its recognisable riff and relatively straightforward chord progression. 90. “I Love Rock ‘n Roll” by Joan Jett
& The Blackhearts “I Love Rock ‘n Roll,” a widely recognized song, was made famous by the band Joan Jett & The Blackhearts. This catchy tune is known for its simplistic chord progression and memorable lyrics, making it an ideal choice for novice guitar players. Joan Jett, the band’s lead vocalist and guitarist, was a trailblazer who encouraged
women to play rock music. This classic tune not only showcases her assertive vocals but also her keen guitar skills. Her work continues to influence modern musicians. "I Love Rock 'n' Roll" - Joan Jett & the Blackhearts (Official Video) The lyrics of “I Love Rock ‘n Roll” capture the raw energy and rebellious spirit that characterize rock ‘n roll. The song
tells a story of a night out, with the spotlight on the transformative power of rock music. It successfully encapsulates the exhilarating vibe of a live gig. New guitarists can benefit from learning “I Love Rock ‘n Roll” as the song’s structure allows for practice of basic chord changes and strumming patterns. Plus, mastering this classic tune can boost
confidence and fuel passion for playing electric guitar. 91. “House of the Rising Sun” by The Animals The “House of the Rising Sun” is a song that’s as rich in history as it is in its captivating melody. Performed by The Animals, an English band known for their gritty, raw sound, the song has become synonymous with their unique style. The song tells a
story of loss and regret, as the protagonist warns others not to follow in their ill-fated footsteps. Its evocative lyrics resonate with many listeners, creating a broad appeal that’s helped the song endure through the decades. The Animals - House of the Rising Sun (1964) ] 60+ YEARS * As an electric guitar song for beginners, “House of the Rising
Sun” is a great pick. The song uses a simple chord progression that’s easy to master, making it an excellent choice for players who are just starting out. Moreover, the song’s iconic intro offers a fantastic opportunity for beginners to practice picking individual notes, a crucial skill in playing electric guitar. Despite its simplicity, the song doesn’t
compromise on musical complexity, making it an engaging and satisfying song to learn and play. Learning the “House of the Rising Sun” can grant the beginner electric guitar player a sense of accomplishment and provide them with a solid foundation to build their skills upon. 92. “Whole Lotta Love” by Led Zeppelin This song, like many of Zeppelin’s
works, highlights the extraordinary talents of each band member. Lead singer Robert Plant’s iconic voice melds with Jimmy Page’s distorted guitar riff, while the rhythm section of John Paul Jones and John Bonham gives the song its solid foundation. “Whole Lotta Love” is a noteworthy example of the band’s experimental approach to music, using a
variety of influences like blues, rock, and psychedelia. The song’s distinctive guitar riff and psychedelic middle section make it a great choice for beginner guitar players looking to branch out. Led Zeppelin - Whole Lotta Love (Official Music Video) As a beginner guitar player, it is essential to learn from the masters. Taking time to study songs like
“Whole Lotta Love” will not only help to improve your guitar skills and broaden your musical knowledge, but it will also expose you to some of the best music that has shaped the rock genre. This song remains a crucial part of Led Zeppelin’s great musical legacy. Every aspiring guitarist would do well to have this piece in their learning repertoire. 93.
“You Really Got Me” by The Kinks The '60s were a thriving time for British Rock and The Kinks were no exception. “You Really Got Me“, their third single, proved to be an instant hit, cementing their place in rock history with its innovative guitar riff. This song utilizes a simple guitar structure making it an excellent practice piece for beginners. In
terms of interpretation, “You Really Got Me” is often regarded as a love song capturing the incessant longing for someone you can’t get enough of, a relatable feeling for many listeners. The Kinks - You Really Got Me (from One For The Road) While the lyrics remain simple, they are expressed with raw energy which stands out as a key characteristic
of The Kinks’ music. The song’s iconic main guitar riff is a series of power chords that provide a strong foundation for the melody, laying out the groundwork for rock and heavy metal. Iconic, simple and repetitive, the guitar riff from “You Really Got Me” can be an ideal starting place for guitar newbies. Learning this song can give novices the
opportunity to absorb early styles of rock and blues music. 94. “How You Remind Me” by Nickelback Nickelback, a prominent Canadian rock band, made waves in the music industry with “How You Remind Me”. The song, released in 2001, showcases powerful guitar riffs coupled with catchy lyrics and a haunting melody that creates a striking
impression. Lead vocalist Chad Kroeger’s raspy voice delivers the heart-wrenching verses with such emotion, making it a lasting favorite among many rock enthusiasts. How You Remind Me Live - Nickelback Nickelback’s use of electric guitar in this track is an excellent introduction for beginners looking to venture into rock music. The song’s guitar
elements are not overly complex, giving newbies a chance to practice and develop their skills. Through “How You Remind Me”, beginners can learn how to effectively convey emotion through their performance, making it an essential addition to their practice repertoire. 95. “American Woman” by The Guess Who The “American Woman” single was
released by the Canadian rock band The Guess Who in January 1970. The song features a distinctive electric guitar riff that makes it an excellent choice for beginner guitarists wanting to practice and improve their skills. Lead guitarist Randy Bachman'’s signature performance on this track shows how effective a simple, catchy guitar hook can be.
Despite its title, “American Woman” is not about adoration for an American woman, rather it’s often interpreted as a critique of the U.S. government and politics. The Guess Who - American Woman (Official Audio) Regardless of its political undercurrents, from a music standpoint, “American Woman” remains a fun and exciting song for beginner
guitar players to learn and play, thanks to its infectious guitar riff. Beyond the politics, this song certainly made a lasting impact in the rock genre, making it an excellent starting point for anyone learning to play the electric guitar. 96. “Alive” by Pearl Jam “Alive” is a track by the iconic band Pearl Jam. This American band was formed in the scenic
city of Seattle, and is renowned for its hallmark grunge sound. The band consists of Eddie Vedder on the vocals, Mike McCready as the lead guitarist, Stone Gossard on the rhythm guitar, and Jeff Ament playing the bass. The song “Alive” was one of Pearl Jam'’s first singles and is recognized for its intricate guitar work. Pearl Jam - Alive (Official Video)
This makes it an ideal candidate for beginner guitar players looking to dive into the realm of rock music. “Alive” combines the raw energy of rock with definitive grunge elements, framed by an unforgettable guitar riff. The composition is straightforward, making it an excellent choice for those starting their journey with the electric guitar. Woven
through with a memorable melody and compelling rhythm, “Alive” is a song that newcomers to the guitar will both enjoy playing and improve their skills with. 97. “Hysteria” by Def Leppard Def Leppard, a renowned rock band, created a significant impression in the industry with their impactful music, specifically the track “Hysteria”. Known for its
distinctive rhythm and expressive lyrics, “Hysteria” has proven to be a solid choice for beginners on electric guitar. Comprised of a recurring chord pattern, the song offers an excellent foundation for budding guitarists to broaden their skill set. The track’s melody and composition lend themselves well to the electric guitar, making for a
straightforward but gratifying practice piece. Def Leppard - Hysteria (Long Version) Learning “Hysteria” gives novices the chance to get an understanding of playing sizable rock tunes on the instrument. Moreover, “Hysteria” has a reputation for being one of the band’s most expressive and passionate songs. The song’s lyrics resonate with its
listeners and, when performed on the guitar, can evoke a strong emotional response. In essence, “Hysteria” provides a simplified yet thrilling gateway into the exciting world of rock electric guitar for those starting off in their musical journey. 98. “Viva La Vida” by Coldplay Coldplay’s “Viva La Vida” stands out as an accessible piece for beginner
electric guitar players. Despite the song’s complex orchestral production, the guitar elements are well-suited for those starting their musical journey. The memorable rhythm and chord progression provides a fun and satisfying challenge for novices. The British band, formed in 1996, is known for combining various musical styles into their tracks.
Coldplay - Viva La Vida (Official Video) “Viva La Vida”, from their fourth studio album, echoes this signature Coldplay blending of genres. In terms of lyrical interpretation, “Viva La Vida” appears to narrate the reflections of a once powerful figure. Through the lyrics, we could envisage a fallen king’s journey, chronicling his rise and eventual downfall.
This narrative coupled with the resonant guitar melody gives the song its poignant appeal. Learning to play “Viva La Vida” not only helps beginners acquire foundational guitar skills, but also understand the potential of storytelling within music. 99. “Another One Bites the Dust” by Queen “Another One Bites the Dust” is a track by the British rock
band, Queen. It’s one of the many songs that showcase their unique and varied music styles. The bass-driven composition by bass guitarist John Deacon propels the song. Packed with funk rock elements, the song drives a steady dance beat. The lyrical content is simple yet mysterious as it narrates an individual’s relentless journey in the face of
challenges. Another One Bites The Dust (Remastered 2011) While primarily a rock band, Queen’s ability to diverge into other genres as seen in this song is noteworthy. The song is popular amongst beginners learning to play the electric guitar because of its straightforward and repeatable bassline. Aspiring guitarists find the steady bass groove easy
to learn and fun to play again and again. The song encapsulates the essence of rock music with its driving beat, catchy lyrics, and infectious energy. “Another One Bites the Dust” continues to be a great introduction into guitar playing and the wide world of rock music. 100. “Welcome to the Jungle” by Guns N’ Roses Guns N’ Roses, an American hard
rock band, gave us “Welcome to the Jungle”. This renowned track is memorable for its distinctive sound, distinguished by the metallic, biting guitar riffs, and fierce lyrics. Written by Axl Rose and Slash, “Welcome to the Jungle” is inspired by their experiences in gritty areas of Los Angeles. The lyrics are gritty and raw, and they bring out the hard
edges and unpredictability of life in a chaotic city in a vivid and compelling way. Guns N' Roses - Welcome To The Jungle The gritty realism of the song is accentuated by Slash’s excellent guitar work, which is energetic and aggressive. Axl Rose’s vocals bring an edge of wildness to the song, reflecting the chaotic life theme of the song. Suitable for
beginners, the electric guitar lines in “Welcome to the Jungle” are not overly complicated, making it a good learning piece. The hard-hitting rhythms and simple chord structures make this song a great starting point for aspiring guitarists. 101. “Take it Easy” by Eagles “Take it Easy” is a popular Eagles song that encapsulates the leisurely, easygoing
spirit of the 1970s. The Eagles are a classic American rock band known for incorporating elements of country and folk into their music. One interpretation of “Take it Easy” relates to the lyrics’ focus on slowing down, enjoying life’s journey, and not worrying about things beyond control. Take It Easy (2013 Remaster) From a beginner guitarist’s
perspective, “Take it Easy” is an ideal choice due to its straightforward chord structure and catchy melody. The song’s signature Eagles harmonics and tight-knit vocal arrangements offer an exciting challenge for budding musicians. Through the learning process, beginners can experience first-hand the blending of different musical influences that
makes the Eagles’ sound truly unique. 102. “Paint It, Black” by The Rolling Stones “Paint It, Black” is an unforgettable track by iconic rock band, The Rolling Stones. Highlighted by its distinctive sitar intro and Mick Jagger’s passionate vocals, the song leaves a lasting impression on anyone who hears it. The lyrics, laden with dark imagery and
emotional heaviness, convey a profound sense of loss and despair. Despite its somber theme, the song remains one of The Rolling Stones’ most acclaimed works and a fan-favorite. The Rolling Stones - Paint It, Black (Official Lyric Video) For beginners on the electric guitar, tackling this song can be both a challenge and an adventure. The main riff,
while not overly complex, requires precision and commitment to truly capture its essence. With practice, any novice guitarist can learn to play “Paint It, Black” and appreciate the unique fusion of rock and eastern sounds that define this classic. Remember, every great guitarist started at square one, and with songs like this, you're setting a strong
foundation for your musical journey. 103. “I Wanna Be Sedated” by The Ramones The “I Wanna Be Sedated” by The Ramones is a stand-out tune from this influential punk rock band. Comprised of members Johnny, Joey, Dee Dee, and Tommy Ramone, The Ramones are often credited as the pioneers of the punk rock movement in the mid-1970s. Their
music is characterized by its speed, simplicity and repetition, making it an ideal choice for easy electric guitar songs for beginners. Joey Ramone’s distinctively raw vocal stylings blend perfectly with their fast-paced, stripped-back music. I Wanne Be Sedated - (Remastered by me) @ramones “I Wanna Be Sedated” features three chords throughout and
showcases their use of palm-muted power chords, a basic technique each beginner guitarist should know. Written in the late 70s, Joey penned the song to reflect his feelings of boredom and isolation on the road while touring non-stop. Despite the seemingly melancholy subject matter, the song’s upbeat tempo and catchy melody make it a fan-favorite
and a joy to play. While learning, beginners can focus on nailing the rhythm and building strumming consistency without worrying too much about intricate finger placements or complex chord progressions. Give this song a try if you’'re looking for an easy, fun tune to help kickstart your journey into playing the electric guitar. 104. “Wonderful
Tonight” by Eric Clapton “Wonderful Tonight” is a heartfelt love song composed and performed by legendary English musician, Eric Clapton. Known for his unparalleled prowess in blues and rock guitar, Clapton penned this melodic ballad for his then-wife Pattie Boyd. The lyrical content of “Wonderful Tonight” beautifully describes a loving glance at
his partner as she prepares for a night out. Eric Clapton- Wonderful Tonight (HQ) It’s a fantastic song for budding guitarists as it highlights Clapton’s knack for combining simple chord progressions with emotionally charged guitar solos. The song is primarily performed in G Major, with a simple chorus and an unforgettable guitar solo. This makes it
an excellent entry point for beginners looking to broaden their repertoire on electric guitar. “Wonderful Tonight” is evidence of how even minimalist guitar work can convey profound emotions and an enduring melody, thereby inspiring beginner guitarists to focus on the expressiveness of their playing. 105. “Don’t Look Back in Anger” by Oasis One of
the many memorable tracks from ’'90s Britpop band Oasis, “Don’t Look Back in Anger” has made its mark as an enduring classic. Written by Noel Gallagher, the band’s lead guitarist and older brother of frontman Liam Gallagher, the song remains a fixture in the band’s discography. The lyrics give way to interpretations of regret and resolving to push
aside anger in favour of moving forward. Oasis - Don’t Look Back In Anger Recognised for its strong chorus and signature guitar riff, “Don’t Look Back in Anger” serves as a fantastic song for beginner guitarists - yielding an enjoyable and relatively straightforward learning experience. Globally, Oasis fans oftentimes sing along to this song at concerts,
giving the tune a familial feeling. Despite the band’s volatile history, this song has withstood the test of time and continues to connect with both old and new listeners alike. 106. “Go Your Own Way” by Fleetwood Mac “Go Your Own Way” is one of Fleetwood Mac’s most recognizable songs. This rock classic is lauded for the uncomplicated guitar riffs
which makes it a suitable piece for beginners. Written by band member Lindsey Buckingham, the song’s lyrical content reportedly reflects tension within the band. Fleetwood Mac, a British-American rock band, has gained worldwide fame for their unique melodies and candid songwriting. “Go Your Own Way” is often perceived as a message of
defiance, encouraging individualism. Fleetwood Mac - Go Your Own Way The song’s exceptional blend of musical elements is characteristic of the band’s distinct sound. This classic rock number is a great starting point for those venturing into electric guitar. Learning to play such iconic songs can help to enhance musicianship and understanding of
different music styles. Despite being decades old, the song retains a timeless quality and continues to inspire generations of music enthusiasts. With each strum of the electric guitar, one can feel connected to the essence of rock and roll. 107. “Comfortably Numb” by Pink Floyd As one of the tracks off the 1979 album “The Wall”, “Comfortably Numb”
is widely admired by many music enthusiasts worldwide. Featuring impeccable guitar work by David Gilmour and profound lyrics by Roger Waters, the song embodies Pink Floyd's distinctive sound and style. It is an ideal starting point for those easing their way into playing the electric guitar due to its captivating but approachable solo. The vivid
guitar tones and relatively slow tempo allow beginners to familiarize themselves with the electric guitar. Pink Floyd - Comfortably numb “Comfortably Numb” provides an excellent exploration into Pink Floyd’s rich musical landscape, introducing new players to unforgettable riffs and melodic leads. Also, the song’s enchanting lyrics draw on themes of
desolation and inner turmoil, resonating with listeners on a deeply emotional level. Breaking down this song serves as an exceptional learning opportunity, offering insight into the techniques and artistry that define one of the most influential bands in rock history. So, grab your guitar, tune in, and let “Comfortably Numb” guide your journey into
mastering the electric guitar! Having stepped through this selection of easy songs for beginners, it’s clear that learning the electric guitar doesn’t have to feel like climbing a steep mountain. Sure, it needs patience and practice - but with the right choice of tunes, it can be an enjoyable journey. These songs not only help to build your confidence but
also set a strong foundation for your future guitar playing endeavors. So grab your guitar, pick an easy song that ignites your passion, and start strumming. Remember to keep practicing, stay motivated, and most importantly, enjoy the wonderful world of music you are about to explore. Dad, husband, son, and guitarist. I've been playing guitar for 20



years. Passion for writing, painting, and photography. I love exploring nature, and spending time with my family. Currently have a Gretsch G5220 Electric Guitar as my main instrument.



