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Finding	out	whether	you	have	an	active	warrant	in	Colorado	is	crucial,	as	ignoring	it	can	lead	to	unexpected	legal	trouble.	Warrants	give	law	enforcement	the	authority	to	arrest	you	at	any	time.	Taking	proactive	steps	to	check	your	status	can	help	you	avoid	sudden	arrests	or	additional	penalties.	There	are	several	ways	to	determine	if	a	warrant	exists,
including	online	searches,	courthouse	inquiries,	and	direct	confirmation	with	law	enforcement.	Understanding	these	options	and	knowing	how	to	respond	appropriately	can	make	a	significant	difference	in	resolving	the	issue	efficiently.	Events	Leading	to	Warrant	IssuanceIn	Colorado,	a	judge	issues	a	warrant	when	there	is	sufficient	legal	justification
for	law	enforcement	action,	such	as	an	arrest	or	search.	The	most	common	type	is	an	arrest	warrant,	granted	when	probable	cause	exists	that	a	person	has	committed	a	crime.	This	can	stem	from	police	investigations,	witness	statements,	or	surveillance	footage.	Judges	issue	these	warrants	under	Colorado	law,	which	outlines	the	legal	requirements
for	their	approval.	Failure	to	appear	in	court	is	another	frequent	reason	for	a	warrant.	If	someone	misses	a	scheduled	hearingwhether	for	a	traffic	violation,	misdemeanor,	or	felonythe	court	may	issue	a	bench	warrant.	Unlike	an	arrest	warrant,	which	is	based	on	alleged	criminal	activity,	a	bench	warrant	results	from	noncompliance	with	court	orders.
Even	minor	infractions,	such	as	unpaid	fines	or	missed	probation	check-ins,	can	lead	to	this	type	of	warrant.	Search	warrants	are	issued	when	law	enforcement	presents	evidence	showing	probable	cause	that	a	location	contains	evidence	of	a	crime.	These	warrants	must	comply	with	the	Fourth	Amendment	and	state	law,	which	requires	specificity
regarding	the	place	to	be	searched	and	the	items	to	be	seized.	If	a	search	is	conducted	without	a	valid	warrant	or	an	applicable	exception,	any	evidence	obtained	may	be	challenged	in	court.	Checking	Online	DatabasesColorado	provides	several	online	resources	for	checking	warrant	status,	though	access	varies	by	jurisdiction.	Many	county	sheriffs
offices	and	court	websites	maintain	online	search	tools	that	allow	the	public	to	look	up	active	warrants	using	a	name	or	case	number.	The	Colorado	Bureau	of	Investigation	does	not	operate	a	statewide	public	database	for	warrants,	so	individuals	must	rely	on	county-level	resources	or	third-party	websites.	However,	third-party	services	may	not	always
be	accurate	or	up	to	date.	County	sheriffs	departments	often	have	the	most	reliable	online	databases,	as	they	execute	most	arrest	warrants.	For	example,	the	Denver	Sheriff	Department	and	El	Paso	County	Sheriffs	Office	provide	lookup	tools	listing	warrant	type,	case	number,	and	issuing	court.	Some	counties	may	restrict	online	access,	requiring
individuals	to	call	or	visit	in	person	for	confirmation.	Additionally,	certain	warrants,	such	as	those	under	seal	or	involving	ongoing	investigations,	may	not	be	publicly	accessible	online.	Online	databases	may	not	reflect	recent	warrant	issuances	or	cancellations,	as	updates	depend	on	how	frequently	local	agencies	refresh	their	records.	A	warrant	issued
just	days	ago	may	not	yet	appear	in	an	online	search,	while	a	recalled	warrant	might	still	be	listed	due	to	administrative	delays.	This	underscores	the	importance	of	verifying	warrant	information	through	multiple	sources	rather	than	relying	solely	on	an	online	search.	If	an	individual	finds	their	name	listed,	they	should	cross-check	with	official	court
records	or	law	enforcement	before	taking	further	action.	Courthouse	Resources	for	VerificationCourthouses	maintain	official	warrant	records,	making	them	a	reliable	source	for	verification.	Each	county	in	Colorado	has	a	district	or	county	court	where	warrant	records	are	stored.	Individuals	can	request	information	in	person	or	over	the	phone.	The
Colorado	Judicial	Branch	website	provides	courthouse	contact	details.	Some	courts	may	require	identification	before	disclosing	warrant	details,	particularly	in	cases	involving	sealed	or	sensitive	records.	Visiting	the	courthouse	clerks	office	in	person	often	provides	more	accurate	results	than	online	databases.	Court	clerks	have	direct	access	to	the
Colorado	Integrated	Criminal	Justice	Information	System,	a	statewide	database	consolidating	records	from	law	enforcement,	courts,	and	corrections	departments.	This	ensures	warrant	information	is	updated	in	real-time.	Clerks	may	also	provide	copies	of	warrants	or	related	court	documents,	though	a	small	administrative	fee	may	apply.	For	those
concerned	about	privacy,	calling	the	courthouse	is	an	option.	Clerks	can	confirm	the	existence	of	a	warrant	but	typically	do	not	provide	extensive	details	over	the	phone	due	to	legal	restrictions.	If	a	warrant	is	confirmed,	the	clerk	may	direct	the	individual	to	the	appropriate	department	for	further	steps,	such	as	scheduling	a	court	appearance	or
contacting	an	attorney.	Some	courthouses	also	offer	self-help	centers	where	individuals	can	consult	legal	resources.	Confirming	Through	Law	EnforcementVerifying	a	warrant	directly	with	law	enforcement	provides	definitive	confirmation	but	carries	potential	risks.	If	an	individual	contacts	a	police	department	or	sheriffs	office,	officers	may	request
that	they	come	in	person	to	verify	their	identity.	Law	enforcement	agencies	have	immediate	access	to	national	and	state	crime	information	databases,	ensuring	real-time	warrant	updates.	If	an	individual	visits	a	law	enforcement	office	in	person,	officers	have	the	authority	to	arrest	them	immediately	if	an	active	warrant	is	confirmed.	Some	jurisdictions
allow	voluntary	surrender	arrangements,	where	an	individual	can	negotiate	a	time	to	turn	themselves	in	rather	than	face	immediate	detention.	Consulting	an	attorney	before	visiting	a	police	station	can	help	assess	risks	and	explore	legal	options.	Some	law	enforcement	agencies	may	confirm	warrant	information	over	the	phone,	but	policies	vary	by
jurisdiction.	Some	departments	only	confirm	whether	a	warrant	exists	without	disclosing	details,	while	others	require	an	in-person	visit.	Additionally,	law	enforcement	officers	sometimes	conduct	warrant	sweeps,	targeting	individuals	with	outstanding	warrants	through	home	visits	or	traffic	stops.	Even	an	inquiry	about	a	warrant	could	alert	authorities
to	a	persons	location,	increasing	the	likelihood	of	enforcement	action.	Consequences	of	an	Active	WarrantAn	active	warrant	in	Colorado	can	lead	to	significant	legal	and	personal	consequences.	Law	enforcement	officers	can	detain	an	individual	at	any	timeduring	a	traffic	stop,	at	home,	or	in	the	workplace.	This	unpredictability	can	create	ongoing
stress	and	disrupt	daily	life.	Employers	conducting	background	checks	may	also	discover	an	active	warrant,	potentially	affecting	job	prospects.	Unresolved	warrants	can	lead	to	additional	penalties.	Individuals	with	bench	warrants	for	failing	to	appear	in	court	may	face	contempt	of	court	charges,	which	can	result	in	fines	or	jail	time.	In	cases	involving
failure	to	pay	court-ordered	fines	or	restitution,	additional	late	fees	or	drivers	license	suspensions	may	apply.	Those	with	felony	warrants	risk	facing	additional	charges,	such	as	resisting	arrest	or	obstruction	of	justice.	Warrants	can	also	impact	bail	eligibility,	as	courts	may	be	less	inclined	to	grant	pretrial	release	to	individuals	who	have	previously
failed	to	comply	with	judicial	orders.	Steps	to	Address	a	WarrantTaking	proactive	steps	to	resolve	an	outstanding	warrant	can	help	mitigate	legal	consequences	and	prevent	an	unexpected	arrest.	Individuals	who	confirm	they	have	a	warrant	should	first	consult	a	criminal	defense	attorney.	An	attorney	can	assess	the	warrant,	determine	potential
penalties,	and	negotiate	with	the	court	or	prosecutor.	In	some	cases,	legal	counsel	may	be	able	to	arrange	a	court	appearance	without	immediate	detention,	particularly	for	non-violent	offenses	or	misdemeanor	bench	warrants.	For	those	facing	an	arrest	warrant,	voluntary	surrender	is	often	the	best	approach.	Courts	may	look	more	favorably	on
individuals	who	turn	themselves	in	rather	than	waiting	to	be	arrested.	Some	jurisdictions	offer	walk-in	warrant	resolution	programs	where	individuals	can	address	outstanding	warrants	without	the	immediate	risk	of	incarceration,	particularly	for	minor	offenses.	If	a	warrant	is	related	to	unpaid	fines	or	missed	court	dates,	resolving	the	underlying
issuesuch	as	making	a	payment	or	requesting	a	new	court	datemay	lead	to	the	warrant	being	quashed.	Acting	quickly	can	prevent	additional	legal	complications	and	demonstrate	a	willingness	to	comply	with	court	orders.	According	to	Colorado	Rules	of	Criminal	Procedure,	41(b),	warrants	are	public	records	unless	the	court	orders	otherwise.
However,	there	are	some	instances	where	a	warrant	may	not	be	made	public.	If	it	involves	an	ongoing	investigation	or	if	the	court	deems	that	publicizing	the	warrant	could	compromise	the	safety	of	the	individual	involved.	Juvenile	and	bench	warrants	are	also	considered	confidential	records.	Warrant	information	will	typically	be	made	available	to	the
public	after	it	has	been	executed	by	the	state.	Usually,	warrants	are	held	along	with	other	judicial	records	in	state	and	local	courts	or	maintained	by	law	enforcement	agencies	as	part	of	Colorado	criminal	records.What	is	Considered	a	Warrant	in	Colorado?A	warrant	in	Colorado	is	a	court	document	that	authorizes	law	enforcement	officers	to	perform
an	act	that	has	become	necessary	because	of	a	criminal	investigation	or	court	proceeding.For	a	warrant	to	be	issued	in	the	state,	it	must	have	the	signature	of	a	judge	and	be	based	on	"probable	cause"	(reasonable	belief	-	through	evidence,	observation,	facts	-	that	a	person	committed	an	offense	or	disregarded	a	court	order).	The	warrant	must	be
acquired	and	executed	according	to	the	law	-	or	else	it	will	be	a	violation	of	the	rights	and	freedoms	given	to	citizens	of	the	state.	The	Colorado	courts	issue	warrants	for	several	reasons.	Often,	it	is	to	place	a	person	in	police	custody	or	search	and	seize	their	property	because	of	their	involvement	in	a	crime	or	failure	to	obey	a	court	order.How	to	Find
Out	if	You	Have	a	Warrant	in	ColoradoThe	most	effective	way	to	discover	an	active	warrant	in	Colorado	is	to	run	a	Colorado	warrant	search.	This	search	can	be	done	remotely	from	one's	computer	or	phone.The	first	place	to	check	is	a	local	sheriff's	website.	Some	sheriffs,	e.g.,	the	Weld	County	and	Adams	County	sheriff	offices,	provide	online	warrant
searches	for	residents.	Typically,	a	person	will	need	to	provide	a	first	name,	last	name,	and	date	of	birth	to	find	warrant	information.	Results	from	the	search	may	include:The	warrant	subject's	full	name	and	addressDate	of	birthSex,	race,	height,	weight,	hair	color,	and	eye	colorWarrant	numberWarrant	typeDocket	numberOriginal	chargeCrime
typeIssue	dateIssuing	agencyBond	amountBond	typeEntry	date	of	the	warrantWhen	this	information	cannot	be	found	on	the	sheriff's	website,	the	next	step	is	to	check	a	court's	website,	since	it	is	the	court	that	holds	the	power	to	issue	a	warrant.	For	instance,	the	Denver	County	Court	has	a	warrant	search	feature	on	its	official	site.	However,	it	may	be
tedious	to	comb	through	each	court	site	in	a	county	to	find	a	warrant	when	the	issuing	court	is	unknown.	Therefore,	the	interested	party	may	run	a	statewide	search	with	tools	provided	by	the	Colorado	Judiciary.Alternatively,	the	individual	can	contact	the	warrants	unit	of	a	sheriff's	department	or	make	in-person	inquiries	at	a	court	location.Records	of
warrants	issued	or	executed	in	various	jurisdictions	are	also	maintained	by	third-party	websites.	While	third-party	sites	make	accessing	these	records	substantially	easier,	the	information	available	on	the	sites	may	vary	since	they	are	not	government-run	sources.	To	obtain	warrant	records	from	a	third-party	site,	the	requesting	party	may	be	required
to	provide:The	personal	information	of	the	alleged	suspectInformation	regarding	the	issuing	officerThe	location	where	the	warrant	was	issued.How	Long	Does	a	Warrant	Stay	Active	in	Colorado?Most	warrants	never	expire.	These	writs	stay	active	forever	and	can	complicate	a	person's	life	and	limit	their	access	to	opportunities	if	left
unresolved.Generally,	there	are	only	three	ways	to	get	rid	of	a	warrant:	surrender,	arrest,	or	recall	by	a	judge.	Persons	who	turn	themselves	in	voluntarily,	instead	of	being	dragged	in	by	the	police,	will	often	avoid	physical	arrest	and	jail	time.	Also,	depending	on	the	gravity	of	the	original	offense,	the	court	may	allow	release	with	or	without
bail.Anyone	with	an	outstanding	warrant	should	seek	out	a	criminal	defense	lawyer	to	protect	their	rights	in	court.How	Long	Does	It	Take	to	Get	a	Warrant	in	ColoradoIt	can	take	hours	to	several	days,	depending	on	the	complexity	of	the	case	or	the	type	of	warrant	being	requested	for.	The	law	enforcement	officer	or	agent	must	present	probable
cause	that	the	crime	has	been	committed	and	request	a	search	warrant	from	a	judge	or	magistrate.What	is	a	Colorado	Search	Warrant?A	Colorado	search	warrant	enables	the	police	to	enter	a	property	or	location	without	a	person's	consent	to	find	evidence	of	criminal	activity.	Any	state	judge	can	issue	this	warrant.	Like	other	warrant	types,	the	law
enforcement	officer	requiring	the	warrant	must	show	probable	cause.	That	is,	the	item,	material,	or	thing	to	be	searched	and	seized	will	reveal	a	crime.According	to	the	Colorado	Rules	of	Criminal	Procedure,	41(b),	a	judge	can	only	release	this	warrant	if	it	is	to	search	and	seize	property	for	any	of	these	reasons:The	property	is	being	used	or	has	been
used	to	commit	a	criminal	offense.The	property	has	been	stolen	or	embezzled.Possession	of	the	property	is	illegal.The	property	is	material	to	an	in-state	or	out-of-state	criminal	prosecution.The	law	authorizes	the	property's	seizure.The	property	violates	the	law	and	is	a	serious	threat	to	public	safety,	order,	and	welfare.The	property	will	help	discover
the	whereabouts	of	a	person	with	an	outstanding	arrest	warrant	or	aid	in	their	apprehension.Per	C.R.S.	16-3-304,	a	search	warrant	issued	by	a	Colorado	court	will	contain	the	following	details:The	identity	or	description	of	the	person,	place,	thing,	or	premises	to	be	searched.The	identity	or	description	of	the	property	to	be	searched	for,	and	inspected.
or	seized.The	statutory	grounds	for	the	warrant's	issuance	(probable	cause).The	names	of	persons	whose	testimonies	were	taken	to	support	the	warrant's	issuance.Other	information	deemed	necessary	by	the	judge.Ordinarily,	Colorado	search	warrants	can	be	executed	at	any	time	unless	stated	otherwise	by	the	issuing	authority.	These	warrants	have
a	14-day	lifespan.How	Does	a	Colorado	Search	Warrant	Become	Invalid?Search	warrants	released	in	Colorado	can	become	invalid	upon	certain	occurrences.	One	is	that	the	warrant's	validity	period	(14	days	from	the	date	of	issuance)	expired.	Another	is	that	the	issuance	or	execution	of	the	search	warrant	is	unlawful.When	an	unlawful	search	and
seizure	occurs,	the	named	respondent	of	the	warrant	(now	the	defendant)	can	file	a	motion	to	render	the	warrant	invalid	and	suppress	or	throw	out	any	seized	evidence.	Colorado	Rules	of	Criminal	Procedure,	41(e)	lists	instances	when	the	defendant	may	request	a	suppression	hearing:No	probable	cause	for	the	warrant's	issuance.The	property	seized
is	not	stated	in	the	warrant.The	warrant	was	executed	illegally.The	warrant	is	facially	insufficient	or	deficient.	That	is,	the	warrant	or	its	affidavit	is	not	in	the	proper	form.	(It	does	not	contain	all	that	it	should	to	make	it	legal	or	justify	the	search	and	seizure.)However,	where	the	seizure	was	due	to	a	good-faith	mistake	or	technical	violation	(defined	by
C.R.S.	16-3-308	(2)),	the	court	will	often	allow	the	evidence	to	be	admissible	in	criminal	prosecution.How	to	Perform	an	Active	Warrant	Search	in	ColoradoThe	majority	of	warrants	in	Colorado	do	not	have	a	time	limit	or	expiration	date	therefore	they	may	remain	active	indefinitely.	An	inquirer	who	should	already	have	the	first	name,	last	name,	and
date	of	birth	of	the	individual	whose	warrant	is	being	checked	for	can	conveniently	make	a	search	for	an	active	warrant	in	Colorado	by	visiting	the	county	court	website	or	contacting	local	law	enforcement	agencies	in-person	in	the	jurisdiction	where	the	warrant	might	be	suspected	to	have	been	issued.	Running	a	Colorado	warrant	search	online	is
another	way	of	making	an	active	warrant	search.	Results	provided	will	include	details	such	as:Subjects	full	name	and	addressDate	of	birthWarrant	numberWarrant	typeDocket	numberIssuing	date	and	agencyCrime	typeBond	informationFree	Warrant	Search	in	ColoradoIn	Colorado,	a	free	warrant	search	can	be	acquired	easily	through	the	online
platforms	of	law	enforcement	entities	having	it	in	mind	that	each	agency	has	its	own	set	of	internal	policies	regarding	the	release	of	records.	The	office	of	the	sheriff	who	is	the	custodian	of	warrants	issued	has	limited	authority	to	disclose	information	regarding	warrants,	particularly	if	the	warrant	was	issued	exclusively	to	them.	A	search	can	also	be
conducted	easily	for	free	via	third-party	websites.	They	maintain	records	of	warrants	issued	or	executed	in	different	jurisdictions.	However,	information	provided	on	these	websites	may	vary	because	their	sources	are	not	governmental	official.Arrest	Warrant	in	Colorado:	Rules	of	ProcedureIn	Colorado,	an	arrest	warrant	authorizes	the	police	to	detain
or	arrest	an	individual.	For	this	warrant	to	be	valid,	it	must	be	signed	by	a	judge	and	contain	certain	details.	The	judge	can	only	sign	this	document	if	there	is	probable	cause	showing	that	a	person	committed	an	offense	or	upon	indictment	by	a	grand	jury.	A	valid	arrest	warrant	will	likely	contain	the	following	information:The	name	or	a	clear
description	of	the	person	to	be	arrested.The	alleged	criminal	offenseThe	issuing	date	and	place	of	the	warrantThe	issuing	judge's	name,	title,	and	signatureBail	amount	to	be	postedThe	warrant's	execution	time	and	placeArrest	warrants	can	be	issued	because	of	a	criminal	investigation	or	non-compliance	with	court	procedures	(e.g.,	failing	to	respond
to	a	jury	duty	summons).	Per	the	law,	these	warrants	are	used	for	more	serious	crimes.	However,	if	the	crime	is	a	petty	offense,	unclassified	offense,	or	Class	3	misdemeanor	where	the	maximum	sentence	is	6	months	imprisonment,	a	"summons"	will	be	issued	in	lieu	of	an	arrest	warrant	(C.R.S.	16-5-207)	unless:The	individual	has	failed	to	answer	a
summons	before.There	is	a	strong	possibility	that	the	named	party	will	not	answer	the	summons.The	defendant's	whereabouts	are	unknown.	Therefore,	issuing	the	arrest	warrant	is	necessary	to	bring	the	party	before	the	court.Unlike	search	warrants	which	have	an	expiration	date,	arrest	warrants	remain	active	until	the	subject	of	the	warrant	is
arrested,	appears	in	court	voluntarily,	or	the	judge	recalls	it.	Hence,	it	is	in	an	individual's	best	interests	to	conduct	Colorado	warrant	searches	now	and	then,	especially	if	they	suspect	a	warrant	may	be	out	for	their	arrest.	The	police	are	only	mandated	to	arrest	the	individual,	not	notify	them	of	the	warrant.If	the	search	yields	an	outstanding	arrest
warrant,	it	is	advisable	to	resolve	it	as	quickly	as	possible	with	a	criminal	defense	lawyer's	assistance.	This	will	prevent	any	embarrassment	or	inconvenience	that	may	occur	from	an	unexpected	or	public	arrest.Child	Support	Arrest	Warrants	in	Colorado:	What	You	Need	to	KnowA	child	support	arrest	warrant	in	Colorado	directs	the	police	to
apprehend	a	parent	for	the	non-payment	of	child	support.	This	can	cause	the	parent	to	spend	time	in	jail	until	some	or	all	past-due	child	support	obligations	are	met.	The	individual	may	also	incur	additional	court	fines	and	fees,	as	well	as	a	suspension	of	their	driver's	or	professional	license.Colorado	Bench	Warrants:	Issuing	and	ArrestsPolice	officers
in	Colorado	can	take	a	person	into	custody	and	bring	them	to	court	with	a	bench	warrant.	A	judge	issues	this	warrant	type	when	a	person	disobeys	a	court	procedure	or	order	-	for	instance,	paying	child	support,	probation	violation,	attending	a	court	hearing,	paying	a	court	fine,	and	so	on.	Other	than	an	arrest,	an	active	bench	warrant	in	Colorado	can
lead	to	jail	time,	loss	of	driving	privileges,	and	extra	fines/fees,	especially	if	the	named	respondent	cannot	provide	a	reasonable	explanation	for	the	default.Persons	who	learn	that	they	have	an	outstanding	bench	warrant	in	Colorado	via	a	warrant	search	are	advised	to	appear	before	the	court	willingly.	They	may	avoid	jail	time	by	posting	a	bond	or
scheduling	a	new	court	appearance	date.	These	options	may	not	be	available	if	the	police	apprehend	the	party.Failure	to	Appear	in	Colorado:	Rules	and	ConsequencesIf	an	individual	misses	a	court	date	in	Colorado	without	a	valid	reason,	the	court	may	issue	a	Failure	to	Appear	(FTA).	The	FTA	is	a	type	of	bench	warrant	that	allows	the	police	to	arrest
an	individual	for	failing	to	attend	a	court	hearing	(C.R.S	16-2-110).	An	FTA	warrant	can	result	in	the	following:Jail	timeHigher	bond	amountsBond	forfeiture	or	revocationProbationAdditional	fees	and	court	costsDriver's	license	suspensionIn	Colorado,	this	kind	of	warrant	is	serious,	as	the	court	sees	the	default	as	a	contempt	of	court.	As	such,	even	if
the	defendant	provides	a	valid	excuse	or	a	criminal	defense	attorney	helps	recall	the	warrant,	the	court	may	still	impose	strict	penalties.	Therefore,	individuals	who	suspect	they	may	miss	a	court	date	are	advised	to	contact	the	court	ahead	of	time	to	request	a	continuance.	However,	the	court	may	deny	the	request.In	the	United	States,	certain	states
give	their	citizens	a	grace	period	before	the	court	issues	this	warrant	type.	This	is	not	the	case	for	Colorado:	FTA	warrants	can	be	issued	once	a	defendant	misses	court.In	early	2020,	a	bill	was	put	forward	to	introduce	a	72	hour	grace	period	for	issuing	FTA	warrants	into	the	Colorado	legislature.	It	would	have	meant	that	every	defendant	who	failed	to
appear	when	mandated	by	the	court	had	72	hours	to	appear	before	the	court	issued	a	bench	warrant.	When	that	time	elapses,	the	police	can	arrest	them	for	their	non-appearance.	However,	the	bill	has	been	postponed	indefinitely.How	Long	Do	You	Have	to	Stay	in	Jail	for	a	Warrant	for	Missing	Court	in	Colorado?It	depends.	Colorado	law	does	not
specify	the	exact	amount	of	time	a	person	can	spend	in	jail	for	missing	court.	A	failure	to	appear	is	regarded	as	a	"contempt	of	court"	rather	than	a	crime	in	the	state.	As	such,	the	defendant	will	not	be	charged	with	a	felony	or	misdemeanor,	but	the	party	may	still	incur	a	jail	or	prison	sentence.	Usually,	the	court	will	consider	the	underlying	court	case,
the	defendant's	criminal	history,	and	former	failure	to	appear	offenses	before	entering	the	sentence.	This	sentence	can	be	up	to	6	months	(see	Colorado	Rules	of	Civil	Procedure,	107(d)).	The	accused	party	may	also	have	to	stay	in	jail	until	the	court	reconvenes	or	the	case	is	resolved.Failure	to	Pay	in	Colorado:	How	It	WorksA	judge	issues	a	Failure	to
Pay	(FTP)	warrant	in	Colorado	when	an	individual	owes	a	court	fine	or	fee.	This	warrant	allows	police	to	detain	the	named	individual	and	take	them	to	court.	The	court	can	also	assess	further	penalties	against	the	party,	such	as	an	additional	fine	or	fee	and	driver's	license	suspension.No-Knock	Warrant	in	Colorado:	General	LawsColorado	legislature
(C.R.S.	16-3-303)	describes	a	"No-Knock	Warrant"	as	a	search	warrant	executed	by	entry	without	prior	identification.	Law	enforcement	officers	use	this	warrant	type	to	invade	a	person's	property	(home,	business,	car)	without	announcing	themselves	or	stating	their	purpose.	Per	C.R.S.	16-3-303	(4),	a	no-knock	warrant	can	be	issued	only	if	the	affidavit
for	the	warrant:Complies	with	the	procedure	for	obtaining	and	executing	search	warrants	in	the	stateSpecifically	requests	that	warrant	typeIs	reviewed	for	legal	sufficiency	and	approved	by	a	district	attorney	per	C.R.S.	20-1-106.1	(1)(b).The	legal	grounds	for	a	no-knock	warrant	are	as	follows:Announcing	entry	will	cause	a	suspect	to	flee.The	named
respondent	will	destroy	evidence	if	alerted	to	the	entry.Prior	notice	will	allow	the	occupant(s)	to	arm	themselves	and,	therefore,	jeopardize	the	safety	or	lives	of	officers	or	other	individuals.How	to	Perform	a	Federal	Warrant	SearchThe	US	Federal	Department	of	Justice	maintains	records	of	federal	warrants	through	its	Warrant	Information	System,
which	functions	as	a	centralized	database	for	court	records,	internal	case	documents,	and	other	pertinent	information	related	to	federal	warrants.	Unfortunately,	this	system	is	not	accessible	to	the	public,	meaning	that	members	of	the	public	cannot	conduct	searches	within	it.	However,	authorized	law	enforcement	agencies	have	access	to	the
information.Does	Colorado	DMV	Check	for	WarrantsThe	Division	of	Motor	Vehicles	may	check	for	active	warrants	when	processing	drivers	license	applications	or	renewals.	An	individual	driving	with	outstanding	warrants	may	be	considered	a	risk	to	public	safety.	According	to	the	Department	of	Motor	Vehicles,	the	Colorado	Department	of	Revenue,	if
an	individual	fails	to	appear	in	court	as	scheduled,	especially	if	a	bench	warrant	is	issued	due	to	traffic	violation.	Skip	to	main	content	Main	content	A	warrant	is	a	written	order	authorizing	the	arrest	and/or	search	of	the	person	named	or	described	in	the	order.	It	allows	Colorado	law	enforcement	officers	to	arrest	and	detain	the	subject	of	a	warrant	or
search/confiscate	private	property.	Warrants	are	typically	issued	and	signed	by	a	judge	or	magistrate	on	behalf	of	the	state	or	local	jurisdiction.	Colorado	warrants	are	issued	if	there	is	probable	cause	and	evidence	to	believe	someone	is	guilty	of	an	accused	crime.	It	may	also	be	issued	over	one's	failure	to	obey	a	court	order.	They	must	be	executed
according	to	the	law;	otherwise,	it	will	be	reported	as	a	gross	violation	of	citizens'	rights,	and	the	executor	will	bear	civil	or	criminal	liability.	While	no	central	repository	exists	for	checking	active	warrants	in	Colorado,	interested	persons	may	query	law	enforcement	offices	to	request	a	warrant	search.	Likewise,	interested	persons	may	search	the
Colorado	Bureau	of	Investigation	office	and	database	since	criminal	history	information	typically	highlights	executed	warrants	in	an	individual's	history.	Are	Warrants	Public	Records	in	Colorado?	Yes,	warrants	are	public	in	Colorado	according	to	the	Colorado	Open	Records	Act	except	otherwise	specified	by	law	or	judicial	order.	Hence,	interested
persons	may	request	a	Colorado	warrant	search	at	the	designated	office	in	charge	of	issuing	or	executing	the	warrants.	However,	pursuant	to	the	provision	of	the	Colorado	Code	of	Criminal	Procedures,	selected	warrant	information	may	be	exempt	from	public	disclosure.	This	confidentiality	provision	applies	when	the	court	deems	that	releasing	or
granting	public	access	to	an	active	warrant	may	jeopardize	the	security	and	safety	of	a	person	or	impede	the	success	of	an	ongoing	investigation.	Also,	bench,	juvenile,	and	sex	offender	warrant	information	are	considered	confidential	records.	Warrant	information	filed	with	the	court	to	secure	an	arrest	warrant	is	confidential	until	the	warrant	is
executed	and	returned.	Types	of	Warrants	in	Colorado	Colorado	courts	may	issue	warrants	to	a	peace	officer	on	probable	causes	for	defined	judicial	purposes.	Types	of	warrants	in	Colorado	include:	Search	Warrant:	This	is	a	written	order	authorizing	the	search	of	a	person,	property,	or	item	(as	described	in	the	search	warrant).	Search	warrants	also
authorize	the	confiscation	of	said	property.	No-knock	Search	Warrant:	A	no-knock	search	warrant	(CRS	16-3-303)	is	a	search	warrant	served	by	entry	without	prior	identification.	Arrest	Warrant:	An	arrest	warrant	authorizes	the	arrest	and	detention	of	the	subject	named	or	described	in	the	order.	Bench	Warrant:	Colorado	bench	warrants	are	issued
for	the	apprehension	and	detention	of	a	person	who	defies	a	court	order	and	procedure.	Governor's	Warrant:	A	Governor's	warrant,	also	called	a	"Warrant	for	Extradition,"	is	an	official	order	issued	by	the	governor	to	arrest	a	named	subject	or	fugitive.	It	is	typically	sealed	and	directed	to	a	peace	officer	or	any	individual	determined	by	the	governor's
office.	Recall	Warrant:	This	is	a	court	order	issued	by	the	court	of	order	if	there	are	probable	causes	to	withdraw,	cancel,	quash,	or	otherwise	render	a	warrant	of	arrest	invalid.	Fugitive	Warrant:	A	fugitive	warrant	or	fugitive	from	justice	warrant	is	typically	issued	for	the	immediate	arrest	of	someone	who	flees	one	jurisdiction	to	avoid	sentencing
after	a	conviction.	This	warrant	differs	from	other	warrant	types	because	it	is	issued	in	one	jurisdiction	and	executed	in	another.	What	is	a	Search	Warrant	in	Colorado?	A	Colorado	search	warrant	is	an	official	document	issued	by	a	judicial	officer	authorizing	a	property's	search	or	seizure.	Search	warrants	are	typically	issued	for	items	determined	to
be:	Stolen	or	embezzled	Intended	as	a	means	of	committing	a	criminal	offense	A	criminal	weapon	Contraband	material	Material	evidence	in	a	criminal	prosecution	Useful	in	the	location	of	a	fugitive	How	Long	Does	It	Take	to	Get	a	Search	Warrant?	A	warrant	is	typically	obtained	after	a	judge	or	magistrate	verifies	probable	grounds	for	its	issuance.
This	process	varies	and	primarily	determines	how	long	it	takes	to	get	a	search	warrant	in	Colorado.	Hence,	the	timeline	for	getting	a	search	warrant	may	be	anywhere	from	a	few	minutes	to	days.	What	is	an	Arrest	Warrant	in	Colorado?	A	Colorado	arrest	warrant	authorizes	any	peace	officer	to	arrest	the	named	subject	and	present	them	before	the
presiding	judge	of	a	court	of	record.	A	valid	arrest	warrant	will	include	the	following:	The	full	information	and	physical	descriptors	of	the	subject	person	The	criminal	offense	The	warrant's	issuing	date	and	place	The	issuing	judge's	name,	title,	and	signature	Bail	amount	The	warrant's	execution	time	and	place	Arrest	warrants	can	be	issued	because	of
a	criminal	investigation	or	non-compliance	with	court	procedures.	When	an	arrest	warrant	application	is	made	to	a	court	the	applicant	will	be	required	to	provide	details	such	as:	The	subject's	residence	The	subject's	employment	The	subject's	intimate	relationships	The	subject's	past	history	of	response	to	legal	process	The	subject's	criminal	record
Colorado	courts	issue	a	summons	in	place	of	a	warrant	for	all	petty	offenses,	class	3	misdemeanors,	and	certain	unclassified	offenses	punishable	by	a	maximum	penalty	of	six	months	imprisonment	or	less.	This	is	unless:	The	subject	has	failed	to	respond	to	a	summons	for	an	offense.	There	is	a	significant	chance	that	the	subject	will	not	answer	a
summon	The	law	enforcement	agency	cannot	identify	the	defendant's	whereabouts,	and	only	the	issuance	of	an	arrest	warrant	will	get	them	to	surrender.	Arrest	Warrant	Lookup	in	Colorado	Colorado	maintains	policies	on	disclosing	warrant	information	to	the	general	public.	Depending	on	the	agency's	policy	regarding	releasing	such	information,
anyone	who	wishes	to	perform	an	active	arrest	warrant	lookup	in	Colorado	should	consult	the	local	law	enforcement	agency	within	their	jurisdiction.	Colorado	law	enforcement	agencies	do	not	maintain	a	central	repository	for	performing	an	arrest	warrant	search.	The	sheriff's	office	can	only	disclose	specific	information	on	warrants	issued	specifically
to	the	sheriff.	Colorado	sheriffs,	like	Douglas	County,	Jefferson	County,	and	Adams	County	sheriff's	offices	warrant	units,	provide	active	warrant	search	tools	for	interested	persons	and	a	published	list	of	the	most	wanted	subjects.	Typically,	requesters	will	need	the	subject's	first	name,	last	name,	and	date	of	birth	to	find	warrant	information.	Search
results	may	include:	Warrant	subject's	information	(Full	name,	Address,	Date	of	birth)	Warrant	subject's	physical	descriptors	(Sex,	race,	height,	weight,	hair	color,	and	eye	color)	Warrant	number	Warrant	type	Entry	date	Crime	Docket	Number	Original	charge	Issuing	Date	Issuing	agency	Bond	amount	Bond	type	Entry	date	of	the	warrant	One	may
also	run	a	statewide	search	via	the	Colorado	Judiciary.	Colorado	County	courts	also	maintain	a	warrant	search	feature	for	interested	persons	who	wish	to	perform	an	arrest	warrant	lookup	in	Colorado.	The	Colorado	Bureau	of	Investigation	Fugitive	Unit	also	partners	with	the	United	States	Marshals	Service	Violent	Fugitive	Task	Force	to	apprehend
sex	offender	fugitives.	Thus,	one	may	find	a	published	list	of	the	100	most	wanted	sex	offenders	on	the	website.	CBI,	however,	does	not	release	warrant	information	to	the	public.	Interested	persons	need	to	identify	the	agency	where	the	warrant	is	out	of,	for	information.	Alternatively,	third-party	sites	also	provide	arrest	warrant	lookups	in	Colorado	for
interested	persons.	How	to	Find	Out	If	You	Have	a	Warrant	in	Colorado	Anyone	who	wants	to	find	out	if	they	have	a	warrant	in	Colorado	should	visit	the	state	or	municipal	courts	that	issued	the	warrant	for	information.	Colorado	County	courts	also	maintain	a	warrant	search	feature	for	interested	persons	who	wish	to	perform	an	arrest	warrant	lookup
in	Colorado.	For	instance,	Aurora	County	Court,	Denver	County	Court,	and	the	City	of	Colorado	Springs	usually	have	sufficient	active	warrant	information,	including	how	to	resolve	them.	One	may	also	run	a	statewide	search	via	the	Colorado	Judiciary.	An	alternative	to	the	courts	is	to	visit	the	local	sheriff's	office,	as	earlier	explained.	Typically,	the
sheriff's	office	has	information	on	any	warrant	issued	to	them.	Most	sheriff's	offices,	like	Jefferson	County	maintain	an	online	warrant	search	system	for	public	inquiries.	One	may	also	call	the	office	or	visit	in	person	to	determine	if	they	have	a	warrant.	In-person	visits,	however,	demand	that	the	requester	present	the	subject's	ID	and	may	often	result
in	an	arrest.	Thus,	it	may	be	wise	to	consult	a	legal	representative	before	taking	this	step.	Free	Warrant	Search	in	Colorado	Colorado	residents	and	inquirers	wishing	to	perform	a	free	warrant	search	should	visit,	call,	or	search	the	online	tool	provided	by	the	state,	county	court,	or	law	enforcement	agencies	where	the	warrant	is	issued.	How	to	Find
Out	If	Someone	Has	A	Warrant	Online	To	find	out	if	someone	has	a	warrant	online,	use	the	local	courts'	and	sheriff's	offices'	online	search	tools.	Typically,	the	agency's	official	website	features	this	tool,	and	one	can	retrieve	warrant	information	with	a	subject's	last	or	first	name	and	date	of	birth	for	free.	Inquirers	may	also	find	out	if	someone	has	a
warrant	online	via	independent	or	third-party	websites	for	a	fee.	How	Long	Do	Warrants	Last	in	Colorado	Warrants	in	Colorado	do	not	have	an	expiry	date.	Once	a	warrant	is	issued	for	one's	arrest	or	search	and	seizure,	the	arrest	remains	active	until	the	subject	is	apprehended.	There	are	only	3	ways	to	get	rid	of	a	warrant:	arrest,	surrender,	or
recall.	People	who	willingly	turn	themselves	in	will	avoid	physical	arrest	and	possible	jail	time.	Depending	on	the	offense,	the	court	may	release	offenders	on	bail	or	for	free.	Skip	to	content	How	to	search	if	I	have	a	warrant	in	Denver,	Colorado	Go	to	the	Denver	County	Court	Warrant	Search	website.	Enter	your	first	name,	last	name,	and	date	of	birth
to	see	if	there	are	any	active	warrants.	If	you	have	a	warrant,	you	may	be	arrested	at	any	time.	If	the	charges	are	serious,	the	police	may	be	out	looking	for	you.	Otherwise,	you	risk	being	arrested	whenever	you	get	pulled	over	for	a	traffic	violation	and	the	police	run	your	name.	Contact	a	criminal	defense	attorney	right	away	if	you	have	an	active
warrant.	The	attorney	may	be	able	to	get	the	warrant	recalled	or	else	orchestrate	a	surrender	so	you	avoid	a	dramatic	arrest	scene	at	your	home	or	place	of	work.	Recalling	arrest	warrants	in	Colorado	Colorado	arrests	warrants	are	what	judges	issue	when	they	believe	there	is	probable	cause	that	a	particular	person	committed	a	crime.	Judges	base
their	decisions	on	evidence	(the	information)	that	the	police	present	to	the	judge.	In	rare	cases,	a	grand	jury	and	not	a	judge	makes	the	decision	about	whether	a	suspect	should	be	arrested	this	is	called	an	indictment.	In	some	situations,	it	may	be	possible	to	get	an	arrest	warrant	recalled	if	the	suspects	defense	attorney	can	show	the	prosecutors	that
there	is	insufficient	probable	cause	to	support	the	warrant.	Otherwise,	the	defense	attorney	may	be	able	to	contact	the	prosecutors	and	arrange	for	a	formal	surrender:	A	formal	surrender	would	relieve	the	suspect	from	being	unexpectedly	arrested	in	public	or	at	home.	And	depending	on	the	circumstances,	the	defense	attorney	may	be	able	to
arrange	for	a	walk-through	where	the	suspect	gets	formally	booked	but	then	immediately	released	on	bail	or	a	PR	bond	(own	recognizance	release).	Quashing	bench	warrants	in	Colorado	Colorado	bench	warrants	are	what	judges	issue	when	a	person	disobeys	a	court	order.	A	common	reason	judges	issue	bench	warrants	is	that	a	defendant	or	witness
in	a	case	failed	to	appear	at	a	mandatory	court	hearing.	As	with	people	with	arrest	warrants,	people	with	bench	warrants	may	be	arrested	at	any	time	as	long	as	the	warrant	is	active.	Depending	on	the	terms	of	the	warrant,	the	judge	can	then	order	that	the	person	remain	in	jail	until	they	post	bail.	In	some	cases,	the	person	may	be	required	to	stay	in
jail	pending	the	outcome	of	the	underlying	case.	In	most	situations,	the	police	will	not	go	out	and	try	to	find	and	arrest	the	person	named	in	the	warrant.	But	it	is	still	a	good	idea	to	try	to	get	the	warrant	quashed	(recalled)	as	soon	as	possible:	A	criminal	defense	attorney	can	file	a	motion	with	the	court	to	quash	the	warrant.	The	judge	would	then	hold
a	hearing	where	the	defense	attorney	would	argue	why	the	judge	should	quash	the	warrant	and	allow	the	person	to	remain	free.	Depending	on	the	case,	the	person	named	in	the	warrant	may	have	to	appear	in	court	with	the	defense	attorney.	Judges	are	more	likely	to	quash	bench	warrants	if	the	person	does	not	have	a	history	of	bench	warrants	and
missing	court	appearances.	But	people	who	have	a	long	track	record	of	defying	court	orders	may	have	a	difficult	time	persuading	the	judge	to	give	them	another	chance.	
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