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Hi guys, I recently got a Drum Dial to help me tune my drums and I'm experimenting with it to help me learn how to listen to the drums while tuning. I'm curious about something. The booklet it came with it has some recommended settings. I'm trying to tune my 14x6 maple snare and currently the meter is reading at 90 bor the batter side. The
booklet recommends a tension between 85-90. Does that mean a 90 is the highest tuning and 85 is the lowest tuning? So if I'm going for a medium tuning should I take it to somewhere between 87-88 and then fine tune?Basically I'm trying to discover the lowest and highest tunings of my snare. 85~90 is what drum dial reccomended the tuning should
be - there are no rules on what pitch you should tune it at. just don't be dumb and over tighten the head which could bend your hoops out and damage your skin lol. also a choked drum sounds badi have my batter head on my 14x5.5 starclassic b/b at around 87 and my reso side at about 70. My Gear Thread! Mostly Tama, Bosphorus and Meinl, but
theres more! I know they are recommended settings but I'm wondering does that mean that it is recommended for a medium tuning (between 85 and 90 it is pretty medium..) or does that mean that if I want a low tuning the recommended is 85 and if I want a high tuning the recommended is 90.I'm trying to figure out the tension and sound ranges
here. I am new to using a drum dial. Only a couple of weeks. The best use I have found so far is to get the head in tune with itself. The rest is all subjective. Drumming is the cheapest psychiatry. The best tool to use is your own ears. I know that 90 on my snare batter sounds alright but the lugs were getting a bit tight so I backed off to 87 and the
sound was perfect. Find a number, play it with your whole kit, with other instruments if possible, and then play with other settings. Once you find that sweet spot you'll be able to get back to it pretty easy. Soon you won't even need the dial because that sound will be imprinted in your mind. I think of the dial as tuning training wheels. When on the go
and/or experimenting, I use my ears, but when I find the sound i want, or want to even out tension I always use my drum dial to 'record' that sound. Obviously it won't always be the same with every head/drum/material/ and everything, but it's usually really close to what I want. I literally just tuned my snare and with stock heads (Ludwig Black Magic)
so I'm pretty sure it's close to Ambassador equivalents on both sides.90-Batter85-snaresidelt has a nice crack, but I'm not sure because of the head or the 1mm brass shell, but it has a nice ring. Ludwig Black Magic 7x13 Sabian AAX's and Remo Pinstripes/Ambassadors all around I'm still experimenting and learning. But I like the training wheels
analogy. What I'm currently doing is first getting the batter head to around 89 in tension which seem to be a nice medium to high tuning, OK stick feel. Then I tune the resonant head by ear until I like overall sound of the snare. Once I get the resonant side where I think it should be I'm going looser or tighter with the batter side by the ear. I borrowed
a friend of mine's Drum Dial and I was amazed how close I'd already gotten that drum to being in tune with itself without it! I can see the appeal of these tools but the most important ones are on each side of your head. uggh. too many people will tell you not to use tools and "use your ears" while this is SORTOF correct, it's hard to use your ears when
they are not trained. Drum Dial and Tunebot are fantastic tools to train your ears and even once you know what you are doing. I sold my drum dial years ago for a tunebot and find it much more easy and accurate to get a drum in tune fast. Use the dial as a starting point and tweak from there. I always found 85 a tad on the low side for the reso head
though. I like my reso pretty tight. about 390 on a tune bot, but the batter can be anywere from 250-380 for me. A piano is another way (or a tone generator online) will be good to start with specific notes and try for a perfect 4th or 5th. Guys will argue this, but my snare always sounds great, I can make it sound like a gunshot, and I tune to notes. A
dab of moongel if it is too lively (depends on the snare). Usually mine is around 88ish for the snare batter, but it'll be different depending on the head. I don't use the drumdial much now though, I've memorized what I want my ideal snare to sound like and I tune to that. And I can tell if it's too loose or too tight so I just tune to the sweet spot between
that. DW/PDP Concept Maple (12 16 18 22)SABIAN AA AAX HHXVater Drumsticks I know they are recommended settings but I'm wondering does that mean that it is recommended for a medium tuning (between 85 and 90 it is pretty medium..) or does that mean that if I want a low tuning the recommended is 85 and if I want a high tuning the
recommended is 90.I'm trying to figure out the tension and sound ranges here. What is medium? It means something different to each person. Tune it and listen. I have a drum dial and here's how I use it. Tighten the rods and drum dial tells me when they are all the same tension. Then use my ear to tune them to the same pitch. Keep in mind, just
because they're all at 85, doesn't mean they're in tune. The drum dial for me just gives a starting point. The Nearly FamousJohn Wesley Gibson[emailprotected] uggh. too many people will tell you not to use tools and "use your ears" while this is SORTOF correct, it's hard to use your ears when they are not trained. Drum Dial and Tunebot are fantastic
tools to train your ears and even once you know what you are doing. I sold my drum dial years ago for a tunebot and find it much more easy and accurate to get a drum in tune fast. Use the dial as a starting point and tweak from there. I always found 85 a tad on the low side for the reso head though. I like my reso pretty tight. about 390 on a tune bot,
but the batter can be anywere from 250-380 for me. A piano is another way (or a tone generator online) will be good to start with specific notes and try for a perfect 4th or 5th. Guys will argue this, but my snare always sounds great, I can make it sound like a gunshot, and I tune to notes. A dab of moongel if it is too lively (depends on the snare). Word
Brother. The tool and your ears plus mics should be the final product. Theres no harm in using a tool to set a baseline. Seems strange that they recommend the batter tuned higher than the reso on snares. Most folks run the reso 20 - 25% higher than the batter give of take. I had one ages ago. I dropped it and it broke. Didn't try to get it repaired or
replaced. Keepin it steady since 65. Seems strange that they recommend the batter tuned higher than the reso on snares. Most folks run the reso 20 - 25% higher than the batter give of take. I had one ages ago. I dropped it and it broke. Didn't try to get it repaired or replaced. Zombie thread, but I'll jump in. Since the DrumDial measures tympanic
pressure, the higher reading for the batter head may not necessarily indicate a higher pitch than the reso head. Head thickness affects the reading. In other words, a thicker head at a given pitch may give a higher reading than a thin head at that same pitch.Always important when using a drumdial - it doesn't measure pitch, at all. The artist formerly
known as IDDrummer. Zombie thread, but I'll jump in. Since the DrumDial measures tympanic pressure, the higher reading for the batter head may not necessarily indicate a higher pitch than the reso head. Head thickness affects the reading. In other words, a thicker head at a given pitch may give a higher reading than a thin head at that same
pitch.Always important when using a drumdial - it doesn't measure pitch, at all. Thanks for helping us newbies out The best tuning results I've had for my snare drums was just last week; first time ever using a ruler along the snare-side bearing edge to keep the hoop perfectly level as I tighten up the lugs. Tama Starclassic MapleDW
PerformanceZildjian "A creative man is motivated by the desire to achieve, not by the desire to beat others." Ayn Rand"The speed was okay but the corner was too tight." Rally driver Juha Kankkunen 04-12-2014,11:09 AM #51 Originally Posted by Pearl MCX Man crispycritters I use the Tama Tension Watch which is very similar to the Ddial and I
calibrate it by placing it flat on a mirror or any other hard surface and then zero it by turning the outside face of the dial. Thanks buddy - just tried it on a mirror as you suggested - it reads zero so its obviously in calibration. Nice to know the thing isn't defective. You never know - the seller may post me the original instructions. 04-12-2014,02:04 PM
#52 Originally Posted by crispycritters Thanks buddy - just tried it on a mirror as you suggested - it reads zero so its obviously in calibration. Nice to know the thing isn't defective. You never know - the seller may post me the original instructions. The analog version should be calibrated often. Does yours have the locks for the dial face? Don't use the
top knob to try and calibrate it. My analog one doesn't have the locks and the dial face can be moved pretty easily. I calibrate every time I use it. I just picked up the digital unit used and it is vastly better, IMO. Comes with a nice case and a square of glass for calibration. However, it only needs to be calibrated once until you change the battery. I find
that the single play setting on the chart work better for double ply heads than the double ply settings. Either way, they are too high for rock, especially on the FT. 04-12-2014,03:34 PM #53 Mine is the analogue version. I didn't know the face could be moved and was going to use the dial at the R/H side to adjust if needed. Glad you told me. I turned
the face by hand - it doesn't have locks but does not turn easily, another thing I wasn't aware of. I'll have a search online - if there's a tuning chart posted I'm sure someone will have done the same thing with the instructions. Thanks for letting me know probably saved me from making an irritating and possibly expensive mistake. Agree with you on
the tom settings - I use the lowest listed for twin ply and I thought I was tuning towards the high range. I'll experiment with settings over the next few weeks. It was kind of gratifying to find I was close on toms and snare batter but I wasn't tightening the snare reso anywhere near as much as I thought. I haven't looked at the Bass Drum yet, I'll
probably check/adjust tomorrow but I don't play on Sundays so I'll leave it till Monday before going any further 04-12-2014,08:04 PM #54 Originally Posted by crispycritters Mine is the analogue version. I didn't know the face could be moved and was going to use the dial at the R/H side to adjust if needed. Glad you told me. I turned the face by hand -
it doesn't have locks but does not turn easily, another thing I wasn't aware of. I'll have a search online - if there's a tuning chart posted I'm sure someone will have done the same thing with the instructions. Thanks for letting me know probably saved me from making an irritating and possibly expensive mistake. Agree with you on the tom settings - I
use the lowest listed for twin ply and I thought I was tuning towards the high range. I'll experiment with settings over the next few weeks. It was kind of gratifying to find I was close on toms and snare batter but I wasn't tightening the snare reso anywhere near as much as I thought. I haven't looked at the Bass Drum yet, I'll probably check/adjust
tomorrow but I don't play on Sundays so I'll leave it till Monday before going any further Mine doesn't have a knob on the side. It's an old one though. I don't know what that's even for. 04-12-2014,08:13 PM #55 Originally Posted by xsabers Mine doesn't have a knob on the side. It's an old one though. I don't know what that's even for. Its kind of at the
1 o clock position. Could be that its been updated/modified over the years. I had a look at models for sale (new) on eBay - I think mine is the current analogue version. I'll locate the instructions online before fiddling with it - just in case. 04-12-2014,08:44 PM #56 Originally Posted by crispycritters Its kind of at the 1 o clock position. Could be that its
been updated/modified over the years. I had a look at models for sale (new) on eBay - I think mine is the current analogue version. I'll locate the instructions online before fiddling with it - just in case. Just had a look online - the 'knob on the side' is actually a bezel lock to stop the face from revolving. I actually looked at the Drumdial website instead of
just typing in Drumdial tuning or Drumdial instructions - its all there plain as day - yes I do feel a bit dumb. 04-12-2014,11:46 PM #57 Originally Posted by crispycritters Just had a look online - the 'knob on the side' is actually a bezel lock to stop the face from revolving. I actually looked at the Drumdial website instead of just typing in Drumdial tuning
or Drumdial instructions - its all there plain as day - yes I do feel a bit dumb. Ok, so you've got it now. The dial rotates in order to calibrate the unit, which has to be done when on glass or something rock hard like granite. Rotate the dial until the needle is at "0" the set the lock. Note that when the needle is not depressed, there is no correlation
between the needle and the dial numbers. It doesn't need to be a zero and most likely will not be. 04-13-2014,06:40 AM #58 Go watch this vid on how to calibrate your Ddial www.youtube.com/watch?v=g953twZb8OE 04-13-2014,07:23 AM #59 Got it - thanks, always helpful to read and watch. 04-13-2014,09:14 AM #60 Originally Posted by
crispycritters Got it - thanks, always helpful to read and watch. Glad I could help. Seeing it done on a vid is better than trying to figure out what the heck people are trying to say. Good luck have fun with your Ddial. 04-13-2014,03:44 PM #61 Also, here's an old thread about a nice accessory that can help protect your DD. My digital DD came with a
hard case, but my analog one did not, soooo.... postcount=13 04-13-2014,07:51 PM #62 My penny-pinching mentality means I probably won't get one of these - I intend to keep it in the same box and packaging it was supplied in. If it can survive the journey from the manufacturers via the indifferent handling of some of our postal carriers it should be
ok in the original packaging if I'm careful. Funny thing - I watch the pennies, get up at ridiculous hours in the morning to buy stuff on eBay when I believe there will be few bidders awake so I can get stuff for cheap - sometimes just to resell with a better photo and description at a more favourable time of day. I will scrimp like a miser but I still MUST
have these expensive doodads. Penny-wise, Pound stupid that's me! 05-01-2014,06:25 PM #63 Drum Dial has about a 8 section tutorial on youtube...just go there for what info you need..each video is about 4minutes or less, very informativeOops...Pearl Man already suggested. Hi guys ! I got a drum dial the other day and i was wondering what are the
perfect settings for tom/snare resonant and batter heads. I would like this thread to be a looking place for others with the same question so please post other settings as well but i would like my settings answered first (if you don't mind). I play fusion/funk so i like that nice session (studio) sound i don't like he ploddy sound of a rock kit, and more
importantly i play Remo pinstripe heads. I don't know anything about the settings of toms etc, ive just gone by what sound i like so I don't know if the info ive just told you will affect the tension at all because it might be the same tension whatever but well you tell me !Thankyou! Gretsch Renown Maple Limited Edition - Pearl Icon Rack - Iron Cobra
Pedals - Zildian ZHT Tune by ear and then write down the setitngs. The tama settings sounded horrible on my kit.But now that i think back on it, I think the settings that they haver are for single ply batter heads. I use 2 ply heads so i'm assuming that may have been the problem. Youtube: youtube.com/simpleplandrummer I get everything on my toms
to 60 to start, and then adjust from there by ear. That seems to work for me. Lol mine are between 40 and 50. Youtube: youtube.com/simpleplandrummer You aren't going to find perfect settings. They will differ from drum to drum and from drummer to drummer. As was said tune your drums then use the settings as a reference for re-tuning and when
installing new heads. Good advice here. The drum dial cannot tell you where to tune your drums. Nor can anyone on this forum, because they don't have your drums, your heads, or your desired sound. The only way to find where you should tune your drums is by experiment: you need to let your drums tell you where they want to be tuned. Do the
following and you will learn a whole lot about your drums. Afterwards, apply the drum dial and write down the settings so you can replicate them later. Do this with each tom, preferably right on its mount: First, loosen both heads down to finger tight. For the purposes of this experiment tune both heads the same, even if you decide later to have them
tuned to different pitches. Add 1/4 turn to all tension rods, top and bottom, using the criss-cross pattern. If the heads still sound flappy/papery add another 1/4 turn, and keep adding 1/4 turn until you get the first real sound without distortion. Make sure both heads are the same pitch and touch up the lug-to-lug tuning. You have now found the lowest
note this drum will play. Now add another 1/4 turn, top and bottom, keeping the lug-to-lug tuning good. Stop and listen. Keep doing this 1/4 turn at a time until you've reached a point where the drum is obviously choked, then back off until the drum sings again. This is the highest note the drum will play well. In-between these two points there was
probably one range--as small as one note but more usually 2-3 half-steps--where the drum really sings. (I.e., where it has the most sustain and is loudest and punchiest.) That's the range where you want to keep that drum.Do this for all your toms. Once you're done you'll know exactly where each of your drums sound best. It's worth striking adjacent
toms together to see if it sounds good (no beating). You may have to tweak one up or down or both.Now you can play with raising the resos to cut the sustain if you wish. "Be on time, wear a clean shirt, and swing your ass off."--Buddy Rich Hi Sharkybait911Agree with Gruntersdad's comment...I tune my sets and made note of the tunings...if I need to
retune or change heads it saves me time.I'm constantly retuning my drums for different rooms and change heads for different types of gigs.Denis Some pretty good avice here. I've been using a drum dial for four years and find it to be a great tool. Once you get used to it it will save you tons of time doing head changes, You'll need to spend some time
finding out where your drums liked to be tuned initially. Some guys perfer both heads tuned to the same pitch. Some perfer the reso head tuned to a higher pitch than the batter. Some perfer a lower tuned reso.(but not too many) Start with both heads tuned the same. 60 is around the lower range and 80 is around the uppper range for toms. (rock
tuning) Using the same advice that Drumtechdad offered, you can also apply that to the drum dail.Start at 60, then 65, 70, 75. and so on. If the drum sounds good at 70 (for example only) and then starts to lose volume and sustain at 75 (choking) back it off and you're in the general ball park. Then try 68. 70, 72,74, and see how you like the sound. In
the end you'll need to fine tune by ear. That said, some guys have a good ear and some don't. It's common to find a tension rod that reads a little higher or lower. Don't worry about it. Drum shells, hoops, hardware, and heads, are not designed to fly into space. Sometiimes there's a little variance. Again, don't get wrapped around the axel about it. A
few very general pointers. Tune floor toms 5 to 10 points lower than rack toms. Bass drums 5 to10 points lower than floor toms. Snare drums 10 to 15 points above rack toms, some times much higher. You'll just need to experinent to find a sound you like. Different heads will have an effect also. After using a drum dial for a while you'll be able to get a
good feel for how you want your drums tuned and the different settings for different heads, rooms, styles, miced or not. ect. I changed four snare batters yeasterday in less than three minutes each and had the drums sounding good just using the dial. After a lot of use I know where these drums liked to be tuned. Keep notes and future head changes
will be a snap.HTH Last edited: Jul 26, 2009 Keepin it steady since 65. I usually stay around 75 on the tom batters and 80 on my snare batters. I set my tom resos to 75 and my snare reso to about 85. I always fine tune by ear from there. I also use the eraser end of a pencil to even things out. The dial is never the final word. It's just a starting
point.Every one of my drums has a few lugs that don't read true with the dial. [SIGPIC][/SIGPIC] I kind of like old drums The thing I found with the dial...if you have a lug that's way out of whack, (assuming your bearing edge is true) that means the hoop is not parallel to the bearing edge. Means you have to loosen up and start over and be really
careful to tighten that hoop down slowly and evenly always keeping in mind that for a good sounding drum, that hoop needs to be as parallel as possible to the bearing edge from every angle. I always go around the circumference turning 1/8th or smaller turns rather than cris cross because the drum is round and you have to take that into
consideration. It's like putting a lid on a paint can, you go around the outside to seal it up. You gotta respect the roundness when tuning. We are not a drop in the ocean, we are the ocean in a drop Any one have any thoughts on the new digital drum dial? Does it add any ease of use or greater functionality to the analog drum dial? Well for one thing it
is way easier to read for us old guys. The other day I was over at my friends place helping him tune his new Bubinga kit. He has the older drumdial, with the needle. Well I can't see close up very well anymore, so it was murder trying to see the number the needle was on. I have the new digital one and it is great. It has a nice big digital numerical
readout, that I have no trouble reading. Even without my cheap 20 dollar drug store glasses. Sucks getting old. My kit is 14/16/26. The tom batters are usually 74-75 and the resos are 78-80. I am always playing around with the tuning of my kick. Right now, the batter is 74 and the reso is about 78. I tune by ear and check the tensions with a drum dial
Jjust for reference. Oh and my snare is pretty cranked. The batter is about 90. After about 87,the drum dial doesn't register on the snare reso. I assume it's because it's so thin. The snare side is cranked WAYYYY past the the batter. Does any one know how the Drumdial and Tama Tension Watch results relate? Are they about the same or are the
Tension Watch lower or higher? Snare Batter - 88-90 - Ambassadors Toms - Ambassadors8" 7710" 7612" 7414" 7416" 70 This should get you close to pitches that are 4ths about Kick drums - 76 - PS3I like my drums tuned high and resonant Don't think it matters really. The dials are essentially an engineering measuring device for machine tooling etc.
They are adapted for drum use. If the springs used are of even a slightly different tension, and they will be, in the same model and make of dial, you will get a different reading between dials. They were not designed to measure pressure (the head) but flatness/depth. But, as I say, It matters not. The dial will make it easier to get even tension at each
lug, and that helps hugely with tuning.All the tension figures quoted are ball park. Try them and see what suits you, then write them down. As long as you use the same dial, and same readings every time, you can replicate your sound. On the chart supplied with the drum dial,it presumes the Tom resos are clear heads.Should the readings be the same
if using coated heads?Cheers guys. The Drummers Helper!DrumDial can be used to tension equally both tuned and untuned membranophones. While most drums with heads are classified as instruments of indefinite pitch, DrumDial can aid in maintaining the relative pitch you desire once the pressure values are established to your liking.
Membranophones of definite pitch such as timpani, tablas and boobams may also be tuned accurately with DrumDial. This would be extremely advantageous in a symphonic setting where a timpanist has to retune various drums for progressive sections of a composition.Tuning a complete drumset is a matter of personal preference, and tensions may
vary based upon the players style, head selection, type of music, and the drum mounting system. The chart below is meant to be a guide, providing pressure ranges for both the batter and resonator heads.Create Your Personal Chart I got a PDP Concept 7 Maple, all toms have Evans G2 coated batters and Evans G1 clear reso.Snare has Evans Evans
Power Center Reverse Dot and Evans Hazy reso. Bass drum has Evans EMAD?2 Clear batter and Evans EQ3 Resonant Black.My DrumDial settings are: Toms: 72 to 74 batter and 69-71 resonantBass drum: 72 batter and 70 resonantSnare: 88 batter and 80 resonantI play mostly Rock style music. I think the idea is to tune to your liking (using those
things called 'ears'), and use the Drum Dial to fine tune everything so all lugs are equal. Whether all lugs being exactly the same is beneficial is up to you. But the Drum Dial suggestions are pretty much close to your readings. If anything, yours are a little 'low’', but if you like the tones, keep them lower than suggested. As an example, your 12" tom is
what, '74'? DD suggests '75' to '80'. I wish I knew how that translated into notes. If that's just a half-step lower, and not a whole tone, it's no big deal. Now your snare is 'higher', but if you like that 'crack' you get, cool. Keep it. It looks like you prefer low sounding drums with a higher 'crack' to the snare.I know a few drummers who write the DD
settings in Sharpie on the head in small size close to the rim. They found what they like, and stick to it. For recording, I tune my stuff dependent on the song. I might want things ringy, I might want them flatter. When playing live I tune them to be cutting and resonant. What that translates to on a drum dial? No clue. I think the idea is to tune to your
liking (using those things called 'ears'), and use the Drum Dial to fine tune everything so all lugs are equal. Whether all lugs being exactly the same is beneficial is up to you. But the Drum Dial suggestions are pretty much close to your readings. If anything, yours are a little 'low’, but if you like the tones, keep them lower than suggested. As an
example, your 12" tom is what, '74'? DD suggests '75' to '80'. I wish I knew how that translated into notes. If that's just a half-step lower, and not a whole tone, it's no big deal. Now your snare is 'higher’, but if you like that 'crack' you get, cool. Keep it. It looks like you prefer low sounding drums with a higher 'crack' to the snare.l know a few
drummers who write the DD settings in Sharpie on the head in small size close to the rim. They found what they like, and stick to it. Yes, I like my tuning as low as possible, for example, with the Evans G1 clear a DD setting of 70 is pretty much the lowest you can set it without leaving rattling tension rod, but as I mentioned, this is a new kit so I have
yet to try higher tuned setting, I will eventually experiment with it, as Greg L reply, tuning will be song depending.. With that said, I love the sound this maple kit puts out with the low tuning I got it on, that maple just booms and resonates great, a pleasure to jam on...What I am trying to achieve with this thread is to get drummers who use drumdial
to share their settings and type of head, maple or birch etc and with this get some ideas on what to try next. I don't have a lot of experience with drums, although I been playing assorted instruments for years, drums have become one of my favorite instruments to play and just getting loose on my kit and learning practicing and learning more..I hope
more drummers will eventually read here and share settings.Thanks for your input. I use a drum dial to get heads close, and then I fine tune by ear. I'd tell you my settings if I knew them. I'd guess my toms are somewhere around 75 and the reso heads are around 80 maybe? I always tune the reso heads tighter than the batter heads. I don't look at the
number on the dial, I just make sure they all read the same number - whatever it is. Then I check the sound. That usually falls around 75 for tops, 80 for bottoms. Snare a kick are totally by ear and feel. I use a drum dial - but I rarely focus on tuning to a specific tension number/range. In the studio, I tune the drums to a gernal range of notes/tones
(normally utilizing 3rd or 4ths) - depending on the song. Naturally, the primary goal is to make all the drums work together - I would never tune to a given tone if that compromised the ability to tune the drums to each other or if it compromised resonance, etc. Once I have the tones I need, I use the dial mainly to assure relatively even tension at all
lug points. At live gigs, I again use the dial primarily to assure even tension - but trust my ears to make sure the general tones on the drums work together. There are a couple of venues where they play the music so friggen loud druing load-in and between sets that I can barely hear the drums to tune them by ear - in those cases I do have actual
tension ranges written down (but they are in my snare case in the back of the truck - so I can't get them to share). Candidly, there are waaaay too many variables to depend on a specific dial setting as gospel - every room makes the drums react differently and naturally things like temperature, moisture, etc. all play into it.Trust your ears and simply
use the dial to assure even tension! Dial settings to get close. Then I tune to ear. Greg, that is interesting on the higher tension on resos, may I ask what style of music you play? Most drummers I know tend to tune resos slightly lower than batter, or square tuning, I never tried the higher resos, I should give it a go and hear what it sounds like
sometime... XDrummer, I agree with training/trusting my ears, I am working towards it. I do like the DD quite a bit, it does help me get an nice even tuning and, in my case with little experience on this, is an invaluable tool, but yes, I am hoping to get to a point when I can trust my ears to reach my preferred tuning when installing new heads..There
was a thread I read somewhere that gave suggested DD tension settings for style of music being played, I recall reading that rock style had the lowest settings and jazz towards the highest, this settings of course, where just suggested ranges and reminded to go with what you like/prefer... Greg, that is interesting on the higher tension on resos, may I
ask what style of music you play? Most drummers I know tend to tune resos slightly lower than batter, or square tuning, I never tried the higher resos, I should give it a go and hear what it sounds like sometime... I play punk and hard rock. The tighter reso yields a "doppler effect" pitch bending sustain. It's a very musical sound. It really cuts through
a live mix and sounds great recorded. By the way, these are my current heads:Toms -Evans EC2 clear top, Evans G1 bottomKick - Evans EMAD, EQ3 resoSnares:Supraphonic - Remo Powerstroke 3 top, Ambassador Hazy bottomBlack Panther - Evans Power Center Reverse Dot top, Remo Ambassador Hazy bottomMapex Maple - Remo Ambassador top,
Hazy bottomRogers Steel - Remo Emperor X top, Ambassador Hazy bottom Cool! sounds like I would definitively give that tuning a try! I wonder how that tuning wold translate once miced for studio recording, I guess there is only one way to find out... Cool! sounds like I would definitively give that tuning a try! I wonder how that tuning wold translate
once miced for studio recording, I guess there is only one way to find out... It sounds awesome I should get a drum dial. I'm afraid I would never use it though. They're really good for getting new heads tuned up quick. And completely wrong for someone with heavily used heads, and depends upon it to actually tune a drum. I just recently had an
argument with a drummer (I use that term lightly here), who demanded that I was wrong in telling him his toms were out of tune. He said "the drum dial says it is in tune! I didn't pay $60 for nothing!". Eventually, I tuned the toms for him, and he just had to get over it....Ears are the only way to fine tune any drum. The DD allows you to get close
quickly (as Greg said) with new heads. Well, as long as the shell is close to true and worth using. And completely wrong for someone with heavily used heads, and depends upon it to actually tune a drum. I just recently had an argument with a drummer (I use that term lightly here), who demanded that I was wrong in telling him his toms were out of
tune. He said "the drum dial says it is in tune! I didn't pay $60 for nothing!". Eventually, I tuned the toms for him, and he just had to get over it....Ears are the only way to fine tune any drum. The DD allows you to get close quickly (as Greg said) with new heads. Well, as long as the shell is close to true and worth using. Lol, fo sho. Good point and very
true. On old heads a drum dial is about useless. It'll lie to you all day long. Interesting and valuable point are being brought up, as I am fairly new to drums, this is great info. I do find DD to be a great tool in my way to train my ears, and yes, I do find myself tweaking the tensio rods a bit till I am happy with the sound, so looks like I am on the right
path, I gather it will take time to tune by ear, i can do that on my bass and guitars...So, I got a question, what is considered a heavily used head? for reference, my heads are bout 2 months now, I don't gig, but I do practice at least one hour per day and sometimes when I am tracking a new song a lot more than that, so with that type of use, how often
should I change heads to keep sound top notch, right now, I am loving the sound of this Evans... Interesting and valuable point are being brought up, as I am fairly new to drums, this is great info. I do find DD to be a great tool in my way to train my ears, and yes, I do find myself tweaking the tensio rods a bit till I am happy with the sound, so looks
like I am on the right path, I gather it will take time to tune by ear, i can do that on my bass and guitars...So, I got a question, what is considered a heavily used head? for reference, my heads are bout 2 months now, I don't gig, but I do practice at least one hour per day and sometimes when I am tracking a new song a lot more than that, so with that
type of use, how often should I change heads to keep sound top notch, right now, I am loving the sound of this Evans...ESIT: Sorry double post, I had an error on the site while posting Last edited: Apr 16, 2013 Interesting and valuable point are being brought up, as I am fairly new to drums, this is great info. I do find DD to be a great tool in my way to
train my ears, and yes, I do find myself tweaking the tensio rods a bit till I am happy with the sound, so looks like I am on the right path, I gather it will take time to tune by ear, i can do that on my bass and guitars...So, I got a question, what is considered a heavily used head? for reference, my heads are bout 2 months now, I don't gig, but I do
practice at least one hour per day and sometimes when I am tracking a new song a lot more than that, so with that type of use, how often should I change heads to keep sound top notch, right now, I am loving the sound of this Evans... Well there is no timetable. Like guitar strings, some people prefer brand new, and some like their stuff worn in a
little. A general rule of thumb is with clear heads, when they get a little cloudy, replace them. With coated heads, when the coating wears off, replace them. I personally find those general guidelines to be a little too conservative. I tend to play mine well past their expiration date as long as they tune up easily. If I have to fight the head to get it in tune,
it gets replaced. Reso heads get replaced for every three top heads. Thanks for your input Greg, I am sure I will be learning drumming ins and outs at a good rate, funny, my wife was commenting how I got most of my other instruments abandoned, the thing is, i had been recording with software drums and with drums in my Yamaha Motif XS, they do
sound great, but there was always something missing, now I know, there is no sound like a human playing an acoustic drums set, the dynamics, feel and emotion are projected to the song, otherwise is somewhat cold...Figure out to add rep point so point so to you sir Thanks for your input Greg, I am sure I will be learning drumming ins and outs at a
good rate, funny, my wife was commenting how I got most of my other instruments abandoned, the thing is, i had been recording with software drums and with drums in my Yamaha Motif XS, they do sound great, but there was always something missing, now I know, there is no sound like a human playing an acoustic drums set, the dynamics, feel and
emotion are projected to the song, otherwise is somewhat cold...Figure out to add rep point so point so to you sir You're welcome. It's always been my belief that good sounding real drums really played by a real human will always trump fake drums. E-kits and drum programs have their place and there's nothing wrong with that stuff, but it's damn
hard to beat a good recording of real drums in a mix. 08-30-2010,09:16 PM #1 Need some advice on tuning my heads. It is a Catalina Ash with stock Gretsch heads. My kits is: 8" tom 10" tom 12" tom 14" floor tom 22" bass 14" snare What would be a good point to start at re: batter and resonant setting? I just bought a drum dial. Cheers. 08-30-
2010,09:36 PM #2 Every kit and every drummer has different tastes, so you'll get tons of different answers. I'd say start with tuning both batter and reso to 75 and see how it goes. I tune both to 73, then tweak.Good luck. Jesse 1986 Tama Crestar - Lacquered Piano White 2016 Roland TD-25K 2015 Tama Starclassic B/B - Indigo Blue Sparkle 08-30-
2010,09:36 PM #3 For the FT, Start at about 65 for the batter, and 70 for the reso. Toms: Go from about 70 up to 75. I tune tops and resos the same pitch; other drummers on here tune the resos a little higher. The snare can be around 80 for starters, but with the reso, start at 80, but experiment a LOT to get what sounds right. Kick drum can be
about 75-80, if you are coming in from the dampening ring. The reso can be pretty loose, around 65-70. These are places to START. Tweak and tweak and tweak some more to get a sound you like! And the trees are all kept equal by hatchet, axe, and saw. .. 08-30-2010,11:42 PM #4 Ok...Im different than the rest. I tune my batters to about 74 or
75...and the reso's to about 72 or real close thereabouts...and then I slightly muffle the center of the head...and use a pencil or pen and lightly tap about an inch from each tuning lug to get them at the same pitch. I do this to each head. On my snare I run the batter to about 84 and the reso anywhere between 74 and 78 all depending on what sound Im
shooting for. Same thing with slightly muffling the center of each head and pick a tone and tune them all to that pitch. My Drum Dial came with a little pamphlet that included average batter and reso tunings..you might check that out as well. Yamaha Oak Custom 22x17 with Brass Kick Port, Brass Hoop Claws,10-12-14 racks, 16 Floor and all toms
have Brass Hoops and a Tama Starclassic Bubinga Elite 14x6.5 snare in Quilted Mocha Burst and Black Nickel hardware. All hi-end Zildjian Cymbals - K Dark Thin crashes & splashes, a Zildjian A crash & a Meinl 16" crash, Avedis Zildjian 1964 ride, K Custom hats plus New Beat hats on Closed X-Hat. If a Man offends thee - - give each of his children
a Drum~~~1!1 08-31-2010,07:49 AM #5 I use a drum dial to get to a starting point, then fine tune by ear. I start the toms (10" & 12") out at 76 for the top and bottom. The floor toms (14" & 16") at 73 top and bottom. The kick and snare I always just tune by ear alone. By using these base line numbers, I can tune them up pretty quick and keep them
sounding consistent every time. Here's how mine sound with that tuning, but keep in mind, this is after I have tweaked them by ear... I never like how they sound at that setting, just as a starting point. I feel like the drum dial gets everything at a similar tension to then start "tuning" to find the drums "sweet spot". [ame=" DW Collector Series
(rock/metal tuning)[/ame] DW Collector's Series ~ Zildjian cymbals 08-31-2010,05:27 PM #6 Thanks guys. Will try the drum dial tonight then fine tune by ear. 09-01-2010,07:45 AM #7 Wish I could help you but I use the (TTW) Tama Tension Watch which is different from the DDial. My TTW is in metric measures compared to DD. If I used the
measures from DDial I would probably pop my skins cause my tensions are half of DD. Sorry but I would love to hear from people who use the TTW. 08-17-2013,06:22 PM #8 My toms are 79 batter,77 reso.Ludwig classic,8 10 12 13 14 ,also grestch cantalina,10 12 14 ,clear tones out of both kits. Skip to main content Reddit and its partners use
cookies and similar technologies to provide you with a better experience. By accepting all cookies, you agree to our use of cookies to deliver and maintain our services and site, improve the quality of Reddit, personalize Reddit content and advertising, and measure the effectiveness of advertising. By rejecting non-essential cookies, Reddit may still use
certain cookies to ensure the proper functionality of our platform. For more information, please see our Cookie Notice and our Privacy Policy. Clickbait...but not on Youtube. Clever, right? The Drum Dial is a drum tuning tool, or more accurately just a dial indicator on a base. Its one of the better devices for tuning drums, given that torque wrenches
dont work very well and tuners are an abysmal failure (which Ive yet to cover). The Drum Dial has some problems that get in the way of good results, and the official documentation does a poor job of discussing these issues. Ive not seen any third-party attempts at covering these problems either. So Here I am. Allow me some of your time to better
understand drum tuning in the context of using a Drum Dial. Contents VIDEO HERE: Im going to try something new for a few articles and see how it goes. First Ill post the text article, then follow it with a video the next week. Both pieces of content will cover the same subject from different angles to maintain value to regular readers. Problems Hoop
Tension Variance There are 3 main types of drum head hoops, all of which have particular attributes that affect how the head itself is tensioned: Flanged - (usually triple) flanged hoops present a consistently flexible force to press on the hoop of the drum head. Wood - Wood hoops present an uneven flexible force usually. The grain of the wood varies,
along with the flexibility, across the hoop. This variance results in a single tension rod being cable of presenting force to a large part of the head (near stiff part of hoop) or a small part of the head (near a flexible part of the hoop). Some wood hoops are very stiff, and some are not, with the elastic modulus varying depending on the species and cut of
the wood. Die Cast - Die cast hoops are usually the stiffest, and present a consistently even force given minimal input from the tension rods. With high-quality die cast hoops its possible to almost evenly stretch the entire drum head film with only two tension rods. Surely these differences do not matter, because the purpose of the Drum Dial is to
tension the head based in the films tension? RIGHT? RIGHT?? Unfortunately not. The Drum Dial does give you an indication of the current film tension, but it does not indicate how to adjust it. The response to the data from the Drum Dial varies based on what is influencing the data, in this case: the drum hoop. Turning a single tension rod does more
than increasing tension on a single point. Depending on the type of hoop a variety of things can happen: Stiff - A stiff hoop will put opposing force on the opposing points. If you put tension on a point, then the point opposite will decrease in tension, and be more responsive to decreasing tension further. Flexible - A more flexible hoop will have less
transfer of opposing tension. Usually wood hoops, but a variety of low quality flange, die-cast, stick saver etc hoops can fall into this category! Some wood hoops are incredibly consistent as well. Inconsistent - Who knows!? Usually some combination of bow, and possibly an increase or decrease in tension on both sides! Jump Ahead to learn to deal
with this Hoops Part 2 Tension Spread Theres more than just opposing force at play. The nearby points also are affected. Stiff - A stiff hoop will transfer more force to nearby points, even if the tension rods at those points are not in action. Flexible - A flexible hoop will transfer tension less readily to nearby tension rod points. Inconsistent - Its in the
name. With a flexible hoop it is possible to tension a single rod with a lot of force, while nearby tension rod points retain most of their previous level. This phenomenon leads to ripples in the film unless the tension is adjusted, though this may be an intended effect. These effects are compounded by each adjacent point of force. The graphic above is
simplified with a single point of tension on an otherwise evenly tensioned hoop. The distribution of tension across points of tension is directly related to film tension bands. Jump Ahead to learn to deal with this Bands Banding What I call Banding is something that occurs with more flexible hoops and lighter heads, and is less evident the stiffer the
hoops are and the stiffer the head is. When two opposing points are tensioned, they create a band of tension that crosses the head between the two points. Combinations of banding can occur, along with bands of uneven tension due to hoop stiffness. Spots Spots Spotting is a combination of the above concerns. When there are points of tension in the
film of of the head that cross, they result in higher tension at that point. Spotting is the cause of misreadings from the dial. Its possible for the dial to give a reading of high tension that does not directly correlate to the tension rods input due to the gauge head pressing down on a spot. Similarly low tension misreadings can occur from being near the
edge of a spot. The head film tension can become incredibly complex depending on the hoop, head, bearing edge and tuning practice. No matter what you do, its impossible to eliminate these tension spots. It is possible to reduce their influence though. Spots can also be caused by imperfections in the drum head. Repeated bashes with a drum stick
cause deformations in the film over time. These low-tension spots effectively work like damping rings since they are not influenced by the surrounding film and add nothing but weight to the head and interrupt the natural movement of the film. Bearing Edges The bearing edge is the part of the drum that the collar of the drumhead touches (or near
the collar). This needs to be perfectly flat and consistent for the head to seat and tune properly. If there is a small inclusion in the head then either the nearby tension rod must be over tensioned, causing a band, or it will cause the inverse type of band when under tensioned. There is nothing that you can do except to correct the bearing edge. The
head will never tune properly! This is an involved process that requires a flat surface the size of the drum and a shaper or router. Its not difficult, but it does require some tools. Once again THERE IS NO SOLUTION to fix a bad bearing edge. It must be corrected or it will cause bands and spots in the drum head. Solutions There are no solutions here.
There are 3 things to be aware of: Stiff hoops - When using a stiff hoop, if you tension a rod then nearby rods will become looser. Opposing rods will become tighter. As youre changing from tension rod to tension rod, it can become confusing to figure out which rod will influence the head. The general rule is that with stiffer hoops, you need to always
turn opposing tension rods at the same time. Note - the stiffer the hoop, the less likely it is for a torque wrench to help you. A single tension rod influences a wide portion of the hoop, which reduces the tension of nearby rods. Flexible hoops - Flexible hoops allow more leeway. The hoop is more likely to deform than the head at common film tensions.
This means that its possible to maintain tension on all tension rods despite uneven film tension of the head. You can be more haphazard in your approach without much detriment. Inconsistent - You simply have to learn how the hoop reacts. A single tension rod may exert very localized pressure, or wide-bearing pressure. Experiment and verify with
your Drum Dial. To manage hoop variances, you can always tune opposing rods together. This process creates cross bands that you can track more easily. Its important to work in small increments as well. Its easy to get carried away with half and full turns of your drum key to get the job done quickly, but the effect on the tension becomes difficult to
track. You ideally want to tension the entire head as a single piece, but if you turn the tension rods too much at once then you are creating high tension bands. The higher the band tension, the more tension ripples you get parallel to the band and this can influence the readings of the Drum Dial. To put it another way: the goal is to have the least
variation in tension across the head. This is most easily achieved by small increments of change and always working on opposing tension rods in tandem. Bands Bands are Good Bands are your friend! (but only the small boys). Creation of low tension bands is the process of tuning, its unavoidable, but its predictable. It may not be precise, as Ive shown
in the image above, because heads/hoops/drums vary slightly, but it is possible to get a good idea of whats happening. As long as you create tension bands that cross the center of the drum, its possible to make educated guesses about where (very) mild ripples may be occurring (always adjacent to the tension band). Knowing where these variations in
tension exists allows the user to interpret the Drum Dial readings intelligently. The image above is a recreate of a real tension measurement, exaggerated, so that you can visualize what happens when opposing rods are tuned together. The tension is highest between the rods and becomes looser parallel to the line between them. The soft spots and
light ripples are easy to predict. When moving the Drum Dial over the head, you can anticipate where the highest tension and variances will be. Ideally you want to put the Drum Dial at the point where the tension rod has the most influence. If the tension bands are maintained to cross center, that point will always be nearest to the tension rod! Spots
Your browser does not support the video tag. Star Tensioning is Bad (Video) The most common cause of spots during tuning is the star pattern of tuning. I believe that it is objectively bad and one of the major causes of tuning problems, along with poor bearing edges. Look at the animation above, and look at how the tension bands are created. Can
you honestly say that you can easily keep track of where the spots, bands and ripples are when using this pattern? Can you keep track of opposing and adjacent tension rod effects? Absolutely not. Compare this to dual cross tensioning: Your browser does not support the video tag. Cross Tensioning (Video) The tension bands are always in the same
place. There is only one spot of combined cross tension, in the center of the drum. Drum Dial Its been a lot of chatter without mentioning the Drum Dial itself. Its essential that you understand the process of tensioning the head and the affect that the interacting parts have on the process. The Drum Dial is nothing more than a measurement tool, and if
you dont know how to measure or what youre measuring then its useless. Lets dive in to how it works, how to use it, and how to make one. How it works Your browser does not support the video tag. How it works (Video) The Drum Dial has a plunger that goes through a base. The base sits on the drum and a spring loaded plunger presses on the film.
The dial tells you how far the plunger can press below the surface in plane with the base. A system of gears attached to the dial are engaged with the plunger rod. A loose film will allow the plunger to push more, and you will get a different reading than a tight film that does not allow the plunger to press. Yep. Thats really it. Spring loaded plunger,
measures how far the plunger can press itself below the base. Setup Your browser does not support the video tag. Jiggle it until it's done (Video) If you use the cross-tensioning method, the location of highest tension will be obvious. The caveat is that during the early stages of tuning there will be light ripples on each side of the tension band. THE
Drum Dial IS USELESS WHEN THERE ARE RIPPLES Even tiny ones. Before you start making decisions based on the Drum Dials measurements, the head needs to be mildly and evenly tensioned. THe finger tight method is espoused by most of the drum community but, some modern drums have nylon to make the tension rod not slip easily. Some
tension rods are rusty (as I intentionally selected in the video above). Some people have poor dexterity. Finger tight is not the answer. Take two drum keys, place them on opposing tension rods and start turning. While youre turning rock your hands side to side lightly. Soon as the rocking becomes impeded, stop. The goal is to remove the slack and
nothing more. The rocking motion allows you to experience the backlash in the tension rods as they mate with the nut inside the lug. When the hoop is seated enough to remove the backlash, then you know that you have the minimum amount of tension necessary to start. Read the last two paragraphs again. The goal is not to feel any play in the hoop.
Try with just a tension rod by itself in the nut. Put a drum key on and jiggle it around. You can feel the movement in the nut and in the lug. Now try it with a tight head. You can no longer feel the backlash or jiggle. You want to tension the head just to the point where that backlash is taken up. With stiff hoops it may be necessary to do the pre-
tensioning process around the drum multiple times. The ability of a single tension rod to move the entire hoop can cause other tension rods to become loose. Setup Notes ALWAYS USE A WASHER between the tension rod and the hoop. Always. The washer will allow more free turning of the tension rod. ALWAYS OIL YOUR RODS (heh?). It may seem
contradictory, but adding a light machine oil to your tension rods like 3-in-1 oil will both aide with tuning and decrease the rods likelihood of disengaging (coming loose). Oil will also prevent rust. The practice of lubricating screws that are supposed to stay in place has a long history and a lot of science behind it. Research it yourself or just do it.
ALWAYS USE TWO DRUM KEYS AT ONCE. I cant emphasize this enough. Its so easy to become the metaphorical boiling frog with your head tension becoming uneven as you try to work one rod at a time. Always manipulate opposing tension rods equally until the head is at a desired tension, then you can opt to adjust single rods for effect or to
correct for inconsistencies in hoop/head/drum. Using the Dial Your browser does not support the video tag. Complete Tuning on old drum (Video) The Drum Dial comes with a spacer that allows you to space the dial equidistant from the hoop. USE IT Once the head is pre-tensioned, dont bother with sitting on it, standing on it, blow drying it or any of
those other urban legends. Modern heads seat properly without issue. Its 2019, stop using the coping methods of 1972 to deal with poor manufacturing. Place the dial near a tension rod and tension it and the opposing rod about 1/8 of a turn. No more. Check both sides to ensure equal tension. Repeat across the drum until you reach the desired level.
Always tension opposing rods together, and always check to make sure they are the same tension. It may be necessary to move the dial around to find the center of the tension band. Always take the highest measurement within an inch or couple centimeters near the lug, and along the hoop. In the video above I tune a drum from the setup stage to
fully tuned in under a minute. Thats a drum with sticky tension nuts, wiggly lugs and a moderately old head. It may take you longer initially, but the Drum Dial allows you to fine tune your process until you can get it done with minimal feedback from the tool. NOTE - I use my fingers around the base as a spacer in the video. Useful trick if you want to
work fast. Troubleshooting Always a low spot - Your bearing edge is damaged. Fix it. Rod does not change nearby tension Bearing edge is damaged. Fix it. Stiff hoop - Try adjusting one of the two nearby rods, or the opposing rod, and see how it affects the tension of your target location. Flexible hoop - With flexible hoops its usually the opposing rod
applying moderate tension and warping the entire hoop. You can fuss around with adjusting the target rod and opposing rod, but its almost always easier to start over. Dials value does not increase - Your head is at uneven tension. Theres a point where a single tension rod begins to spread its influence across the hoop rather than directly to the point
in front of the rod. Work in small increments! If you reach this point, start over. One position reads wrong even though the drum passes the tap test - The tap test is bad. Beyond the scope of this article, but its inaccurate. Regardless of that, its possible that variations in the head, such as logos or divots, may influence the Drum Dials reading. Be
careful to only place it on an even surface. Drum sounds awful. Your head is old, bad or a poor choice. Change it. Your head tension is uneven, start over. Your head tension is even, but the drum sounds awful that way - Way beyond the scope of the article. Try detuning a single rod, changing heads, applying muffling or other coping strategies. Proper
head selection goes A LONG WAY. Ive never had a drum that needed any of these tricks when the correct head was selected for the desired sound. You have poor taste. Cant fix that, sorry. Drum Dial does not set to 0 on a hard surface - No big deal. Turn the locking knob on the bezel and reset it to 0 when placed on a hard surface. The actual value
doesnt really matter anyway, only the values between lugs. Conclusion With these concepts in hand, you can not only better use the Drum Dial, but better tune drums in general. Then again, if you want a much more accurate method of tuning drums, then theres even better avenues. I spent this entire article talking about drums and not the Drum Dial
because understanding how drum heads operate at a basic level is integral to understanding what youre measuring. The Drum Dial gives you feedback about what the drum head is doing, but you need to be able to understand the origination of the measurement and its value to the process. Then again if you follow my advice, youll outgrow the Drum
Dial pretty quickly. Youll outgrow it faster if you use one though :) NOTE - Obviously not sponsored by any company. I paid for this silly thing myself. This post took 27 hours to research, write and edit. Suggested DrumDial, Lowest Timpani Settings Timpani SizeDrumDial Setting19 / 2078237725 / 267629 / 30753274 Common Ranges For Standard
Timpani (Fifth)Non-Extended Collar20 Inch, From F3 to C423 Inch, From D3 to A326 Inch, From A2 to E329 Inch, From F2 to C332 Inch, From D2 to A2 04-25-2010,10:33 PM #1 Do you use a drum dial to tune your drums? If so, what do you have yours heads set at? I set my snare at 80 top, 70 bottom, and the toms 70 top, 72 bottom, and the bass 80
and 85, but backed it off a little, sounded too high piched. 04-25-2010,11:13 PM #2 Sorry guys, just found the post which aswered my question, guess I should have searched first 04-26-2010,06:38 AM #3 Cross, no worries mate. We all have the desire to play the perfect sounding kit. It just isnt so easy to accomplish. I know when I applied my drum
dial, I could never get all the lugs even. This is because my bearing edges were not on an even plane. My kit is currently in the shop but when I get it back, all will be perfect !. As an experienced guitarist, and one who stood next to a kit for many years, I can say try tuning your top head to the desired pitch/feel/sound you want, then start with a lose
bottom head and bring it up evenly about 1/8 of a turn at each lug and play the drum. You will get to a point where the bottom head and top head are finally in sync and there are no milicycles ( pitch bend ) or growl. The drum will sing evenly. Hopes this helps. Its fool proof if you think about it. As for the bass drum, well, i cant advise you because I
am a stickler for a certain feel on my batter side. I just love the feel of a loose batter head and for most drums that will KILL the power/energy/volume of any bass drum. 06-12-2010,10:59 PM #4 I find a drum dial to be an invaluable tool. I tune me snare at 90 batter and 80 rezo. I also try to get my tom heads the same for each tom. The tension all
depends on what sound I am after. 06-27-2010,09:38 AM #5 All I can say on this subject is find the right sound that you like from batter and reso. Then use your DDial to go around the drum till all lugs are the same number then you write those numbers down for future fast tuning before a gig etc. Never use the DDial as the tuner your ears are better
for that. The DDial is for checking the tension all around the drum for a perfect tune. 06-27-2010,03:39 PM #6 I love the DD..makes tuning so much easier and quicker.....I currently have my toms tuned to 78 both top & bottom..sounds really good at that setting...however with the DD, experimenting with different settings is so much easier...prior to



my current settings..I was tuning the bottom (reso.) to a slightly lower pitch (72)...liked it also 06-27-2010,07:33 PM #7 so you say you tune all tops and bottoms to 78. 8 10 12 14 and 16 ? How do the 14 and 16 sound so tightly tuned. 07-04-2010,07:09 AM #8 Originally Posted by animal so you say you tune all tops and bottoms to 78. 8 10 12 14 and
16 ? How do the 14 and 16 sound so tightly tuned. Let me clarify my earlier statement..I currently have my 8, 10, 12 tuned to 78 (t&b)..just changed the reso. heads on them, so I decided to try that setting and found that I really like that setting on them...the 14, 16 are still tuned to something like 76-78 (t) and 70-72 (b), I believe...they also sound
good at that setting..however, I may decide to try out the 78 (t&b) on them as well... 07-04-2010,09:46 AM #9 excellent thank you. how about your bass drum. 07-04-2010,10:38 AM #10 Don't tune them all to the same reading. There is a chart that comes with the dial, and you can also go to the drumdial website and get settings for each drum size.
That should be your reference for a good area to keep the drum tuned in. ZildjianLeague/LP/Aquarian/Mapex/Pearl Snares: 4 RIP- Frank, Wolvie, Les Paul Originally Posted by Pearl MCX Man I wish I was your wife Originally Posted by amdrummer if double bass is cheating then so is using two sticks Forum Rules DrumBum No metronome? The
Rudiments 07-04-2010,02:13 PM #11 Originally Posted by Russ Don't tune them all to the same reading. There is a chart that comes with the dial, and you can also go to the drumdial website and get settings for each drum size. That should be your reference for a good area to keep the drum tuned in. I hear what you're saying...I don't
neccesarily/completely agree...ultimately your own ears should be your reference, once your drums are tuned..the drum dial is just there to speed up the process (IMO)...also the tuning chart that comes with the DD provides numbers that can overlap (i.e., be the same)..what types of heads you use also plays into the equation as well.....animal-don't
remember what I tuned my bass drum to..but I do know that it was a good bit lower than those settings Last edited by scorch whammin; 07-04-2010 at 04:45 PM. 07-05-2010,09:14 AM #12 ok thank you very much.. I appreciate it. 07-05-2010,09:34 AM #13 Essentially, drum dial gets you to a standard reference for the drum (gotta start somewhere!),
but taking it the final way usually requires some patience and tweaking. There may be some tension rods that just do not "lock in" to the drum dial number for various reasons (variations in bearing edge, etc.). "I consider every drummer that ever played before me an influence, in every way." (Buddy Rich) "How do you keep 90 people together with
one stick? I've got two sticks and i can't keep 5 people together." (Ian Paice) 07-05-2010,12:15 PM #14 I couldnt agree with you more. and remember, NO DRUM is perfectly round so that combined with edge variations will make the drum dial seem inconsistent. But it DOES give the region or general ballpark of your tension. Also helps record the
tension for communication purposes o sharing your tensions with others 07-05-2010,09:13 PM #15 Originally Posted by Tadman Essentially, drum dial gets you to a standard reference for the drum (gotta start somewhere!), but taking it the final way usually requires some patience and tweaking. There may be some tension rods that just do not "lock
in" to the drum dial number for various reasons (variations in bearing edge, etc.). Originally Posted by animal I couldnt agree with you more. and remember, NO DRUM is perfectly round so that combined with edge variations will make the drum dial seem inconsistent. But it DOES give the region or general ballpark of your tension. Also helps record
the tension for communication purposes o sharing your tensions with others +1 07-08-2010,07:00 PM #16 I have used the DD to tune my drums, I am not proficient enough yet to tune them. Works well for me. 07-15-2010,12:28 PM #17 The drum dial is a great tool in my opinion. But you can't take someone else's settings and apply them to your
drums and expect the same sound. In fact I don't even think you can take your own heads on and off and get back to the same exact sound. The drum dial will get you back in the neighborhood but it take some fine tuning to get the relationship between the top and bottom head exactly right. It's the relationship between the top head and bottom head
that give you a clean clear note, a pitch bend or a nasty warble. The difference between a perfect clear note and a nasty warble can be as small as 1/16th of a turn on all the batter lugs. So the drum dial gets me in the neighborhood but then I need to go through a complete phase between the top and bottom head to find the exact note I'm looking for.
Right now I'm playing with my toms very low and with a pitch bend. I'm running clear emperors over clear ambassadors. Here is my technique to get to this sound using the drum dial. Tune the reso head to about 68 at all lugs. Check for a clean undistorted note. If needed, slightly bring the lugs up until you get a decent clear note. For my drums that
winds up being about 71 on the drum dial. But I always start low (68) and bring it up to find the lowest clear note. Fine tune the reso lugs so that the reso head is in tune with itself. Bring the batter head up to about 75 on the drum dial. Mute the reso head by setting the drum on a pillow. Fine tune the batter lugs so the batter is in tune with itself.
Now pick the drum up by it's mount, hit the drum, listen to it and make a mental note of the sound (clear, warbly, pitch bend, etc). Then tighten each batter lug 1/16th of a turn. Hit the drum again. Continue to do this until you've gone through an entire phase cycle. That should only take doing this maybe 6 times or so. What you'll hear is a spot where
the drum is muted, a spot where you get some pitch bend, a spot where the drum is very resonant, a spot where you get warble and finally back to a spot where your drum is muted. This excercise was just to get you to hear all the possibilities at this tuning range. Now set your top head back to 75 and start the process over again until you get to the
sound you liked the best. To illustrate the point that the drum dial only gets you into the neighborhood, currently on my high tom I get a nice low pitch bent sound at 76 on the top head and 71 on the reso head. If I was to take both heads off and put them back on and set the heads to 76 and 71 it might be a nasty warbly sound instead of a nice pitch
bend. That because it's easy to be a couple of 16ths of a turn off between the two heads even when the drum dial reads the correct numbers. Last edited by Doc_d; 07-15-2010 at 12:31 PM. 07-18-2010,09:06 PM #18 WOW, now that is an amazing reply. I would LOVE to hear all the recordings for your kit, including the bass drum and snare. Do you
have any audible of your kit. I am currently playing without mics and for the bass drum from the players side, it SUCKS, so I had to set up with a solid reso on the kick and crank the reso head in attempts to create MORE compression = volume = coming back at the player. Other wise the kick sound empty flat and gets lost in the mix of the toms,
when dressed with a ported reso. 07-18-2010,10:12 PM #19 Animal, I wish I could help figure out what's "wrong" with your kick tuning. I find the kick the only easy drum to tune, since I don't really tune it too much. Just set the reso just above wrinkle (a la Bob Gatzen) and then the batter a little tighter. And it sounds great on my side and for the
audience.Maybe you can record your kick so we can hear how it sounds? Jesse 1986 Tama Crestar - Lacquered Piano White 2016 Roland TD-25K 2015 Tama Starclassic B/B - Indigo Blue Sparkle 07-19-2010,06:47 AM #20 If you heard my kick now from the driver seat you would fall over. its INCREDIBLE. but again, its a solid reso head so its HARD to
mic, and it sounds like butt out in front, even though the only thing on front of my kit is my TV stairway.. lol ill work on making a recording 08-14-2010,11:12 AM #21 Ive found that after re-tuning with the dial, I place a Woolee ( its a 3" round piece of leather on one side and sheeps wool on the other side) in the center of the drum and then lightly tap
about 3/4 to 1 inch from each tuning lug. The Woolee mutes the fundamental tone just enough so you can hear the harmonic note and when you go around the drum you will find variances in that 'Note' even though the DDial says they are the same tension and simply pick one of the "notes" as your foundation pitch and then tune each of the other lugs
to that particular pitch. Do that for both heads and then my friend...you will have a properly tuned drum. Yamaha Oak Custom 22x17 with Brass Kick Port, Brass Hoop Claws,10-12-14 racks, 16 Floor and all toms have Brass Hoops and a Tama Starclassic Bubinga Elite 14x6.5 snare in Quilted Mocha Burst and Black Nickel hardware. All hi-end Zildjian
Cymbals - K Dark Thin crashes & splashes, a Zildjian A crash & a Meinl 16" crash, Avedis Zildjian 1964 ride, K Custom hats plus New Beat hats on Closed X-Hat. If a Man offends thee - - give each of his children a Drum~~~1!!
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