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A	pet's	medical	record	is	a	detailed	and	comprehensive	document	from	your	vet	that	tracks	the	health	history	of	your	cat	or	dog.	It's	similar	to	a	human's	medical	chart	and	includes	everything	from	basic	identification	information	(like	name,	breed,	and	age)	to	their	detailed	medical	history.ManyPets	generally	requires	the	last	18	months	of	your	pet’s
medical	records—or	all	of	their	medical	records	if	they’re	younger	than	18	months.	You’ll	only	need	to	send	these	records	the	very	first	time	you	submit	a	claim	for	your	pet,	unless	we	specifically	request	additional	information.Why	pet	insurance	requires	your	pet's	medical	recordPet	insurance	companies	(like	us)	need	your	dog's	or	cat's	medical
records	to	process	claims.	That	way,	we	can	verify	that	the	condition	being	claimed	is	not	pre-existing	and	is	covered	under	your	policy.	It	also	lets	us	confirm	that	your	pet	is	up-to-date	on	routine	wellness	exams.Updated	pet	records	also	help	you	maintain	your	pet's	care,	whether	you	switch	vets,	stop	at	the	vet	while	traveling	with	your	pet,	or	visit
an	emergency	clinic	after	hours.What	should	my	dog's	or	cat's	medical	record	include?Your	pet's	medical	record	should	include:Identification	details:	your	pet's	name,	breed,	age,	and	other	identifying	details,	such	as	microchip	number.Vaccination	history:	records	of	all	vaccinations	given,	including	dates	and	types	of	vaccines.Medical	history:	all	past
and	present	health	conditions,	treatments,	and	procedures.	SOAP	notes:	These	“Subjective,	Objective,	Assessment,	and	Plan”	details	from	your	vet	help	us	keep	track	of	treatments	over	time	for	claims	you	submit.Medication	records:	details	of	current	and	past	medications,	dosages,	and	duration.Veterinary	visits:	dates	and	reasons	for	all	vet	visits,
including	routine	check-ups	and	emergency	consultations.Diagnostic	test	results:	results	of	any	blood	tests,	X-rays,	ultrasounds,	etc.Preventive	care	records:	information	about	flea,	tick,	and	heartworm	preventatives,	as	well	as	any	other	routine	preventive	care.Here's	an	example	of	how	your	pet's	medical	record	might	look:Can	I	request	my	pet's
medical	records?Yes,	you’ll	need	to	request	these	records	from	your	vet	and	then	submit	them	to	us	along	with	your	first	claim.	Just	make	a	formal	request	to	your	veterinarian,	which	can	usually	be	done	via	email	or	phone.If	your	pet	has	been	to	multiple	clinics,	written	consent	might	be	needed	for	the	transfer	of	records	between	clinics.	Ultimately,
you’ll	need	to	make	sure	that	all	needed	records	are	in	one	place	so	you	can	submit	them.	It’s	generally	wise	to	request	all	available	records	from	a	clinic	instead	of	only	requesting	specific	items	like	vaccination	history	or	surgery	details.NOTE:	Your	vet	may	charge	a	nominal	fee	for	copying	and	compiling	your	pet's	medical	records.	This	cost	varies
depending	on	the	clinic	and	the	extent	of	the	records,	and	it’s	not	something	that	your	insurance	company	will	cover.Help!	I	lost	my	pet's	medical	recordsWoof.	Losing	your	pet's	medical	records	can	be	stressful.The	first	step	in	recovery	is	to	contact	your	veterinarian.	They	should	have	copies	of	all	your	pet's	records.	If	you've	visited	multiple
veterinarians	or	emergency	clinics,	reach	out	to	each	one,	as	they	might	hold	different	parts	of	your	pet's	medical	history.Once	you	retrieve	the	records,	make	sure	they’re	updated	with	the	latest	health	information.Phew.	That's	probably	an	experience	you	don't	want	to	relive,	which	brings	us	to	the	next	point...How	to	safely	store	your	pet's	medical
recordsSafely-stored,	easily-accessible	medical	records	are	crucial	for	managing	insurance	claims	and	for	your	pet’s	well-being.	The	good	news?	You	have	options.	Of	course,	you	have	endless	choices	when	it	comes	to	digital	storage.	But	even	if	you’re	not	a	paper	person,	it’s	wise	to	keep	a	physical	copy	(or	copies)	of	your	dog's	and/or	cat's	medical
records.	Pro	tip:	Consider	keeping	a	copy	in	your	car.	Phone	batteries	die,	and	you	don't	want	to	be	left	scrambling	for	information	at	the	ER	at	2	a.m.Cloud	services	and	pet	health	appsCloud	Services:	Use	Google	Drive	or	Dropbox	for	secure	remote	access	and	backup.Pet	Health	Apps:	Try	apps	like	Pawtrack	for	tracking	vaccinations	and
appointments,	or	PetDesk	for	overall	health	record	management.If	you're	going	with	a	pet	health	app	or	your	vet	already	uses	one,	sharing	options	can	be	immensely	beneficial,	particularly	in	emergency	situations	where	you	need	quick	access	to	those	documents	(or	just	can't	remember	the	last	time	your	dog	had	their	Bordetella	vaccination).Physical
copies	in	a	safe	spotOrganized	folders:	Maintain	a	dedicated	folder	in	your	home,	categorizing	documents	by	type	(e.g.,	vet	visits,	vaccination	records).Safe	storage	location:	Keep	the	folder	in	a	fireproof	safe	or	a	secured	cabinet.	Again,	it's	also	a	good	idea	to	put	a	copy	of	the	most	important	records	in	your	car	or	pet’s	travel	kit.	It'll	come	in	handy
for	unexpected	vet	visits	or	when	traveling,	allowing	you	to	provide	essential	health	information	about	your	pet	on	short	notice.Whatever	storage	system	you	use,	the	key	is	to	keep	their	records	updated!	After	every	vet	visit,	promptly	add	the	latest	information	to	your	digital	or	physical	storage	system.To	sum	up,	your	pet's	medical	records	are	critical
documents	that	play	a	significant	role	in	managing	their	health	and,	if	you	have	pet	insurance,	helping	the	claims	process	go	smoothly.Aim	to	keep	those	records	safe,	accessible,	and	updated!	Keeping	track	of	your	dog's	vet	records	is	very	important.	These	records	help	you	and	your	vet	understand	your	dog's	health	history.	This	article	will	show	you
how	to	get	these	records,	read	them,	and	keep	them	organized.	By	understanding	and	using	vet	records,	you	can	make	sure	your	dog	gets	the	best	care	possible.	Key	Takeaways	Vet	records	are	important	for	tracking	your	dog's	health	history.	You	can	get	vet	records	by	asking	your	vet	or	accessing	them	online.	Learning	medical	terms	and	codes	can
help	you	understand	vet	records	better.	Keeping	vet	records	organized	makes	it	easier	to	manage	your	dog's	health.	Knowing	your	rights	and	privacy	laws	helps	you	handle	vet	records	properly.	Understanding	the	Basics	of	Vet	Records	for	Your	Dog	What	Are	Vet	Records?	Vet	records	are	detailed	documents	that	track	your	dog's	medical	history.	They
include	information	about	vaccinations,	treatments,	surgeries,	and	any	illnesses	your	dog	has	had.	These	records	are	essential	for	providing	the	best	care	for	your	pet.	Why	Vet	Records	Are	Important	Vet	records	are	crucial	for	several	reasons:	They	help	vets	make	informed	decisions	about	your	dog's	health.	They	provide	a	history	of	vaccinations	and
treatments,	which	is	important	for	preventing	diseases.	They	are	necessary	when	transferring	care	to	a	new	vet	or	specialist.	Common	Components	of	Vet	Records	Vet	records	typically	include	the	following	components:	Identification	Information:	Your	dog's	name,	breed,	age,	and	microchip	number.	Medical	History:	Past	illnesses,	surgeries,	and
treatments.	Vaccination	Records:	Dates	and	types	of	vaccines	administered.	Lab	Results:	Blood	tests,	urine	tests,	and	other	diagnostic	results.	Medications:	A	list	of	current	and	past	medications,	including	dosages	and	duration.	Keeping	accurate	and	up-to-date	vet	records	ensures	that	your	dog	receives	the	best	possible	care	throughout	their	life.
How	to	Obtain	Vet	Records	for	Your	Dog	Requesting	Records	from	Your	Vet	To	get	your	dog's	vet	records,	start	by	asking	your	vet	directly.	Most	veterinary	clinics	will	provide	these	records	upon	request.	You	can	either	call	the	clinic	or	visit	in	person.	Make	sure	to	provide	your	dog's	name	and	any	other	relevant	details	to	help	the	staff	locate	the
records	quickly.	Accessing	Digital	Vet	Records	Many	modern	vet	clinics	offer	digital	records.	These	can	be	accessed	through	online	portals	or	apps	provided	by	the	clinic.	If	your	vet	offers	this	service,	you	will	likely	need	to	create	an	account.	Once	logged	in,	you	can	view,	download,	and	even	print	your	dog's	medical	history.	Transferring	Records	to	a
New	Vet	When	moving	to	a	new	vet,	it's	important	to	transfer	your	dog's	records.	Contact	your	current	vet	and	request	that	they	send	the	records	to	the	new	clinic.	This	can	usually	be	done	via	email	or	fax.	Ensure	you	follow	up	with	both	clinics	to	confirm	the	transfer	is	complete.	Interpreting	Medical	Terminology	in	Vet	Records	Common	Medical
Terms	Explained	Understanding	medical	terms	in	your	dog's	vet	records	can	be	challenging.	Common	terms	like	"CBC"	(Complete	Blood	Count)	or	"BUN"	(Blood	Urea	Nitrogen)	are	frequently	used.	A	CBC	measures	the	types	and	numbers	of	cells	in	your	dog's	blood,	while	BUN	assesses	kidney	function.	Knowing	these	terms	helps	you	better
understand	your	dog's	health.	Understanding	Diagnostic	Codes	Diagnostic	codes	are	used	to	identify	specific	medical	conditions.	For	example,	ICD	codes	(International	Classification	of	Diseases)	are	often	used.	These	codes	help	vets	communicate	about	your	dog's	health	in	a	standardized	way.	If	you	see	a	code	you	don't	understand,	ask	your	vet	for
an	explanation.	Deciphering	Lab	Results	Lab	results	can	be	full	of	numbers	and	abbreviations.	Key	components	often	include:	WBC	(White	Blood	Cells):	High	levels	may	indicate	infection.	RBC	(Red	Blood	Cells):	Low	levels	can	suggest	anemia.	ALT	(Alanine	Aminotransferase):	High	levels	may	point	to	liver	issues.	Regularly	reviewing	and
understanding	these	results	can	help	you	keep	track	of	your	dog's	health	and	catch	potential	issues	early.	Keeping	Your	Dog's	Vet	Records	Organized	Creating	a	Filing	System	A	well-organized	filing	system	is	essential	for	keeping	your	dog's	vet	records	in	order.	Start	by	using	labeled	folders	for	different	types	of	documents,	such	as	vaccination
records,	lab	results,	and	treatment	plans.	Store	these	folders	in	a	safe,	easily	accessible	place.	Using	Digital	Tools	for	Organization	Digital	tools	can	make	managing	vet	records	much	easier.	Consider	using	apps	or	cloud	storage	services	to	keep	digital	copies	of	all	documents.	This	way,	you	can	access	your	dog's	records	from	anywhere	and	share	them
with	your	vet	or	pet	sitter	when	needed.	Regularly	Updating	Records	It's	important	to	keep	your	dog's	vet	records	up	to	date.	After	each	vet	visit,	make	sure	to	add	any	new	information	to	your	filing	system	or	digital	tool.	Regular	updates	ensure	that	you	always	have	the	most	current	information	on	hand,	which	is	crucial	for	ongoing	care	and
emergencies.	Keeping	your	dog's	vet	records	organized	not	only	helps	in	emergencies	but	also	ensures	that	you	can	provide	the	best	possible	care	for	your	furry	friend.	When	it	comes	to	your	dog's	vet	records,	privacy	laws	play	a	crucial	role.	These	laws	ensure	that	your	pet's	medical	information	is	kept	confidential	and	is	only	shared	with	your
consent.	It's	important	to	understand	that,	similar	to	human	medical	records,	your	dog's	records	are	protected	under	various	privacy	regulations.	Ethical	Handling	of	Vet	Records	Ethically	handling	vet	records	means	ensuring	that	the	information	is	used	appropriately	and	only	for	the	benefit	of	your	pet.	Vets	and	pet	owners	alike	should	be	mindful	of
how	these	records	are	shared	and	stored.	This	includes	not	disclosing	sensitive	information	without	proper	authorization	and	ensuring	that	records	are	kept	secure.	Your	Rights	as	a	Pet	Owner	As	a	pet	owner,	you	have	specific	rights	regarding	your	dog's	vet	records.	You	have	the	right	to	access	these	records,	request	corrections	if	there	are	errors,
and	decide	who	else	can	view	them.	Understanding	these	rights	can	help	you	make	informed	decisions	about	your	dog's	health	care.	Keeping	your	dog's	vet	records	organized	and	secure	is	not	just	a	legal	requirement	but	also	an	ethical	responsibility.	It	ensures	that	your	pet	receives	the	best	possible	care	and	that	their	medical	history	is	accurately
documented.	Utilizing	Vet	Records	for	Better	Pet	Care	Tracking	Vaccinations	and	Treatments	Keeping	track	of	your	dog's	vaccinations	and	treatments	is	crucial	for	their	health.	Vet	records	provide	a	detailed	history	of	all	the	shots	and	treatments	your	dog	has	received.	This	helps	you	ensure	that	your	dog	is	up-to-date	with	their	vaccinations	and	can
prevent	over-vaccination.	Regularly	reviewing	these	records	with	your	vet	can	help	you	create	a	personalized	care	plan	for	your	dog.	Monitoring	Chronic	Conditions	If	your	dog	has	a	chronic	condition,	vet	records	are	essential	for	monitoring	their	health.	These	records	include	information	on	medications,	treatments,	and	any	changes	in	your	dog's
condition.	By	keeping	a	close	eye	on	these	records,	you	can	work	with	your	vet	to	adjust	treatments	as	needed	and	ensure	your	dog	is	receiving	the	best	care	possible.	Sharing	Records	with	Pet	Sitters	and	Groomers	When	you	leave	your	dog	with	a	pet	sitter	or	take	them	to	a	groomer,	it's	important	to	share	their	vet	records.	This	information	can	help
the	caregiver	understand	your	dog's	health	needs	and	any	special	care	they	might	require.	Providing	these	records	ensures	that	your	dog	receives	consistent	care,	even	when	you're	not	around.	Keeping	detailed	vet	records	helps	you	and	your	vet	create	a	personalized	care	plan	for	your	dog,	ensuring	they	receive	the	best	possible	care	throughout
their	life.	Troubleshooting	Common	Issues	with	Vet	Records	Dealing	with	Incomplete	Records	Sometimes,	you	might	find	that	your	dog's	vet	records	are	missing	important	information.	Regular	vet	check-ups	are	crucial	for	your	dog's	health,	and	having	complete	records	helps	ensure	that	your	vet	has	all	the	information	needed.	If	you	notice	any	gaps,
contact	your	vet's	office	to	request	the	missing	details.	Correcting	Errors	in	Records	Errors	in	vet	records	can	happen.	If	you	spot	a	mistake,	such	as	a	wrong	date	or	incorrect	treatment,	notify	your	vet	immediately.	They	can	correct	the	error	and	provide	you	with	an	updated	record.	Keeping	accurate	records	is	essential	for	monitoring	your	dog's
health.	Handling	Lost	or	Misplaced	Records	Losing	your	dog's	vet	records	can	be	stressful.	If	this	happens,	contact	your	vet	to	see	if	they	can	provide	copies.	Many	vets	keep	digital	records,	which	can	be	easily	reprinted.	It's	a	good	idea	to	regularly	update	and	back	up	your	dog's	records	to	avoid	this	issue	in	the	future.	Having	trouble	with	your	pet's
vet	records?	Don't	worry,	you're	not	alone.	Many	pet	owners	face	similar	issues.	Whether	it's	missing	information	or	confusing	medical	terms,	it	can	be	frustrating.	Visit	our	website	for	easy	solutions	and	tips	to	keep	your	pet's	records	in	order.	Your	pet's	health	is	our	top	priority!	ConclusionUnderstanding	your	dog's	vet	records	is	key	to	keeping	them
healthy	and	happy.	By	knowing	how	to	access	and	read	these	records,	you	can	stay	on	top	of	their	medical	needs	and	spot	any	issues	early.	Remember	to	ask	your	vet	if	you	have	any	questions	or	need	help.	With	a	little	effort,	you	can	make	sure	your	furry	friend	gets	the	best	care	possible.	Frequently	Asked	Questions	What	are	vet	records?Vet	records
are	documents	that	keep	track	of	your	dog's	medical	history,	including	vaccinations,	treatments,	and	any	illnesses	or	injuries.	Why	are	vet	records	important?Vet	records	are	important	because	they	help	track	your	dog's	health	over	time	and	ensure	they	receive	the	right	care.	They	are	also	useful	when	you	switch	vets	or	need	to	provide	information	to
pet	sitters.	How	can	I	get	my	dog's	vet	records?You	can	request	your	dog's	vet	records	directly	from	your	veterinarian.	Many	vets	also	offer	digital	records	that	you	can	access	online.	What	should	I	do	if	I	find	an	error	in	my	dog's	vet	records?If	you	find	an	error	in	your	dog's	vet	records,	contact	your	vet	as	soon	as	possible	to	have	it	corrected.
Accurate	records	are	important	for	your	dog's	health.	How	can	I	keep	my	dog's	vet	records	organized?You	can	keep	your	dog's	vet	records	organized	by	creating	a	filing	system	at	home	or	using	digital	tools	and	apps	designed	for	pet	health	management.	Regularly	updating	these	records	is	also	key.	Are	my	dog's	vet	records	private?Yes,	your	dog's	vet
records	are	private.	Vets	are	required	to	follow	privacy	laws	to	ensure	your	pet's	medical	information	is	kept	confidential.	If	you	are	a	proud	pet	owner,	you	may	have	found	yourself	wondering	how	to	get	your	dog	papers.	Whether	you	are	looking	to	register	your	furry	friend	with	a	specific	organization,	prove	their	pedigree,	or	simply	keep	important
health	records	organized,	having	your	dog's	papers	in	order	can	be	incredibly	beneficial.	In	this	article,	we	will	explore	the	ins	and	outs	of	obtaining	your	dog's	papers,	including	tips,	trends,	concerns,	and	answers	to	common	questions.	Trends	in	How	to	Get	My	Dog	Papers:	1.	Online	Registration:	With	the	rise	of	technology,	many	pet	owners	are
opting	to	register	their	dogs	online.	This	convenient	option	allows	for	easy	access	to	important	documents	and	information,	all	at	the	click	of	a	button.	2.	DNA	Testing:	DNA	testing	for	dogs	has	become	increasingly	popular	in	recent	years.	This	trend	allows	pet	owners	to	not	only	determine	their	dog's	breed	heritage	but	also	provides	important	health
information	that	can	be	useful	for	obtaining	papers.	3.	Electronic	Health	Records:	Many	veterinarians	now	offer	electronic	health	records	for	pets,	making	it	easier	than	ever	to	keep	track	of	important	health	information	and	documentation	for	your	furry	friend.	4.	Pedigree	Certification:	For	those	looking	to	prove	their	dog's	pedigree,	obtaining
pedigree	certification	has	become	a	common	trend.	This	certification	can	be	obtained	through	specific	organizations	and	provides	proof	of	your	dog's	lineage.	5.	Microchipping:	Microchipping	your	dog	has	become	a	popular	trend	in	recent	years	for	both	identification	and	registration	purposes.	Many	organizations	require	dogs	to	be	microchipped	in
order	to	obtain	papers	or	registration.	6.	Breed-Specific	Organizations:	There	are	many	breed-specific	organizations	that	offer	registration	and	certification	for	purebred	dogs.	This	trend	allows	pet	owners	to	showcase	their	dog's	breed	heritage	and	participate	in	breed-specific	events	and	activities.	7.	Digital	Documentation:	With	the	move	towards	a
more	digital	world,	many	pet	owners	are	opting	to	keep	their	dog's	papers	and	important	documents	stored	digitally.	This	trend	allows	for	easy	access	and	organization	of	important	information.	Quotes	from	Professionals	in	the	Field:	1.	“Obtaining	your	dog's	papers	is	a	valuable	step	in	ensuring	their	health	and	well-being.	Keeping	important
documents	organized	and	up-to-date	can	help	in	case	of	emergencies	and	provide	peace	of	mind	for	pet	owners.”	–	Veterinarian	2.	“DNA	testing	for	dogs	has	revolutionized	the	way	we	think	about	breed	heritage	and	health	information.	This	trend	allows	pet	owners	to	make	informed	decisions	about	their	dog's	care	and	well-being.”	–	Canine	Geneticist
3.	“Microchipping	your	dog	is	a	crucial	step	in	ensuring	their	safety	and	security.	Many	organizations	require	dogs	to	be	microchipped	in	order	to	obtain	papers	or	registration,	making	it	an	important	trend	for	pet	owners	to	consider.”	–	Animal	Shelter	Director	4.	“Breed-specific	organizations	provide	a	valuable	resource	for	pet	owners	looking	to
showcase	their	dog's	breed	heritage	and	participate	in	breed-specific	activities.	Obtaining	certification	through	these	organizations	can	open	up	a	world	of	opportunities	for	pet	owners	and	their	furry	friends.”	–	Dog	Show	Judge	Common	Concerns	and	Answers:	1.	Can	I	still	get	my	dog	papers	if	I	don't	know	their	breed	heritage?	Yes,	there	are	many
options	available	for	obtaining	papers	for	mixed-breed	dogs,	including	DNA	testing	and	registration	through	breed-specific	organizations.	2.	What	documents	do	I	need	to	obtain	my	dog's	papers?	Typically,	you	will	need	proof	of	ownership,	health	records,	and	any	relevant	pedigree	or	DNA	testing	results.	3.	How	do	I	register	my	dog	online?	Many
organizations	offer	online	registration	options	on	their	websites,	where	you	can	input	your	dog's	information	and	upload	any	necessary	documents.	4.	Are	electronic	health	records	secure	for	my	dog?	Yes,	veterinarians	take	great	care	to	ensure	the	security	and	privacy	of	electronic	health	records	for	pets.	5.	How	do	I	obtain	pedigree	certification	for
my	dog?	You	can	contact	specific	organizations	that	offer	pedigree	certification	for	dogs,	such	as	the	American	Kennel	Club	or	the	United	Kennel	Club.	6.	Is	microchipping	my	dog	safe?	Yes,	microchipping	is	a	safe	and	effective	way	to	ensure	your	dog's	identification	and	security.	7.	Can	I	still	participate	in	breed-specific	activities	without	papers?
Some	organizations	may	allow	for	participation	in	breed-specific	events	without	papers,	but	having	papers	can	provide	additional	benefits	and	opportunities.	8.	How	often	should	I	update	my	dog's	papers?	It	is	recommended	to	update	your	dog's	papers	annually	or	as	needed,	especially	in	the	case	of	changes	in	ownership	or	health	status.	9.	Can	I
obtain	papers	for	a	rescue	or	adopted	dog?	Yes,	you	can	still	obtain	papers	for	a	rescue	or	adopted	dog	by	providing	proof	of	ownership	and	any	relevant	health	or	pedigree	information.	10.	Are	there	different	types	of	registration	available	for	dogs?	Yes,	there	are	various	types	of	registration	available,	including	breed-specific	registration,	purebred
registration,	and	mixed-breed	registration.	11.	Can	I	obtain	papers	for	my	dog	if	they	are	not	spayed	or	neutered?	Some	organizations	may	require	dogs	to	be	spayed	or	neutered	in	order	to	obtain	papers,	while	others	may	not	have	this	requirement.	12.	How	do	I	keep	my	dog's	papers	organized?	It	is	recommended	to	keep	important	documents	in	a
secure	and	easily	accessible	location,	such	as	a	folder	or	digital	file,	to	ensure	they	are	always	readily	available.	13.	What	is	the	benefit	of	having	my	dog's	papers	in	order?	Having	your	dog's	papers	in	order	can	provide	peace	of	mind,	help	in	case	of	emergencies,	and	open	up	opportunities	for	participation	in	events	and	activities.	14.	Can	I	obtain
papers	for	my	dog	if	they	are	a	service	or	therapy	animal?	Yes,	service	and	therapy	animals	can	still	obtain	papers	and	registration	through	specific	organizations,	providing	important	documentation	for	their	role	and	responsibilities.	In	summary,	obtaining	your	dog's	papers	is	an	important	step	in	ensuring	their	health,	security,	and	well-being.	With
trends	such	as	online	registration,	DNA	testing,	and	microchipping	on	the	rise,	pet	owners	have	more	options	than	ever	for	keeping	important	documents	organized	and	up-to-date.	By	addressing	common	concerns	and	staying	informed	on	the	latest	trends	in	how	to	get	your	dog	papers,	you	can	provide	the	best	care	for	your	furry	friend	and	enjoy	all
the	benefits	that	come	with	having	their	papers	in	order.	Our	question	this	week	was:	Dr.	Debra	–	I’m	moving	and	want	to	get	a	copy	of	my	dog’s	medical	records.	I	called	and	talk	to	someone	that	worked	in	the	kennel	and	she	told	me	I	couldn’t	get	a	copy.	Do	you	have	any	recommendations	on	how	to	get	a	copy?	**	Jill	S.	Boston	Answer	Hi	–	thanks
for	your	email.	You	wrote	that	you	are	moving	and	want	a	copy	of	your	dog’s	medical	records.	When	you	called	the	clinic	–	they	told	you	no.	In	my	experience,	getting	your	medical	records	is	not	a	problem.	I’d	recommend	calling	back	and	talking	to	a	receptionist	or	practice	manager	and	telling	them	about	your	situation.	Alternatively,	find	a	vet	in
your	new	location	and	ask	that	clinic	to	call	your	clinic	for	the	records.	People	moving	and	asking	for	their	records	is	very	common	and	generally	NOT	a	problem.	We	fax	or	mail	records	to	other	clinics	all	the	time	if	someone	moves.	Best	of	luck!	Dr.	Debra	Click	here	to	see	the	full	list	of	Ask	Dr.	Debra	Questions	and	Answers!	A	pet	medical	record	is	an
official	document,	provided	by	your	vet,	with	details	about	your	pet’s	medical	history.	Your	pet’s	medical	record	(also	known	as	SOAP	notes)	is	a	confidential	record	of	their	health	history	that’s	helpful	for	both	care	providers	and	your	pet	health	insurance	company.	A	complete	record	will	include	a	history	of	every	visit	at	that	vet’s	office,	and	several
other	variables	vets	consider	when	deciding	what	kind	of	care	your	pet	needs	in	the	future.		These	details	will	include	your	pet’s	age,	breed,	vaccination	status,	and	previous	medical	history.	It	should	also	include	a	detailed	record	of	any	medications	your	pet	might	have	been	prescribed,	as	well	as	any	emergency	hospital	visits.	It	will	likely	also
include	information	on	your	pet’s	diet	and	exercise	habits,	a	list	of	the	body	systems	the	vet	examined,	and	a	rundown	of	any	wellness	tests	that	were	conducted.	Knowing	all	about	your	pet’s	medical	history	isn’t	just	essential	to	you	as	their	parent.	These	records	are	also	vital	for	your	vet	to	be	able	to	determine	exactly	the	type	of	care	or	treatment
your	pet	might	require.		When	you	purchase	a	pet	health	insurance	policy,	you	agree	to	let	your	provider	contact	current	or	previous	vets	on	your	behalf,	and	obtain	all	of	your	pet’s	medical	records	if	needed.		Pet	health	insurance	providers	do	not	cover	pre-existing	conditions,	and	your	pet’s	medical	record	will	be	vital	to	determining	which
conditions,	if	any,	are	considered	pre-existing.	A	pre-existing	condition	refers	to	any	kind	of	illness	or	health	issue	your	pet	developed	before	the	start	date	of	your	pet	health	insurance	policy	and	before	your	waiting	periods	have	ended.	It	doesn’t	mean	your	pet	will	be	denied	insurance	coverage.	It	just	means	your	plan	won’t	cover	costs	that	directly
relate	to	any	ailment	they	were	diagnosed	with	before	they	had	a	Lemonade	policy.	Your	policy	explains	that	any	diagnoses,	treatments,	or	symptoms	of	a	condition	listed	in	your	pet’s	medical	record	can	indicate	a	pre-existing	condition.		So	while	treatment	for	diabetes	is	covered	under	a	basic	policy,	you’ll	only	be	reimbursed	for	eligible	costs	if	your
pet	was	diagnosed	with	diabetes	after	your	policy	was	already	active.	No.	Some	insurance	companies	might	not	let	you	know	they	need	a	copy	of	your	medical	record	until	you	file	a	claim.	But	then	you’ll	find	that,	before	they’re	ready	to	participate	in	the	cost	of	treatment,	your	insurer	will	want	to	check	a	medical	record.	At	Lemonade,	we	require	a
medical	record	that	includes	info	that	covers	the	last	12	months	of	your	pet’s	life	(plus	the	14	day	illness	waiting	period	on	your	policy).	If	your	pet	is	less	than	a	year	old,	the	medical	record	should	include	info	from	birth	through	the	illness	waiting	period.	If	you’ve	just	taken	in	a	pup	or	kitten,	your	tiny	new	friend	likely	doesn’t	have	a	medical	history
yet.	So	while	there	may	be	no	records	to	obtain,	there’s	also	no	better	time	to	start	a	medical	record!	Take	your	pet	to	the	vet	for	a	medical	exam	to	find	out	what	the	status	of	their	health	is,	and	start	what	we	hope	will	become	a	long	record	of	a	healthy	life.	(Btw,	the	earlier	you	get	insurance	the	more	likely	your	pet	is	to	be	free	of	pre-existing
conditions.	That	means	you’ll	likely	save	more	money	on	treatments	and	illnesses	over	your	pet’s	lifetime.)	If	you’ve	adopted	your	pet	from	a	shelter,	they	should	hand	over	a	copy	of	your	new	pet’s	medical	history	that	you	can	pass	along	to	your	new	vet.	If	you	adopted	your	pet	from	a	friend	or	a	private	owner,	just	be	sure	to	remind	them	that	you’ll
need	whatever	medical	records	they	have.	This	will	help	to	ensure	your	pet	has	already	been–or	will	be–given	all	appropriate	vaccinations	and	subsequent	boosters,	and	checked	for	any	health	issues.	It’s	not	uncommon	for	your	pet’s	former	veterinarian’s	office	to	mail,	email,	or	fax	your	pet’s	medical	history	to	a	new	vet.	If	you’re	switching	vets	you
can	also	request	a	copy	for	yourself	and	bring	it	along	to	your	pet’s	first	appointment	with	their	new	doctor.	Vets	are	legally	required	to	release	your	pet’s	records	to	you,	so	you	shouldn’t	have	any	problem	obtaining	a	complete	record.	A	few	quick	words,	because	we


