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The story of when Peter denies Jesus can be found in all four Canonical Gospels of the Bible. They state that during Jesus' Last Supper with his disciples, he predicted that Peter would deny knowledge of him, stating that Peter would disown him before the rooster crowed the next morning. Following the arrest of Jesus, Peter denied knowing him three
times, but after the third denial heard the rooster crow and recalled the prediction as Jesus turned to look at him. Peter then began to cry bitterly. Read the Bible story of Peter denying Jesus according to each gospel below and find articles, videos and audio sermons relating to this advisory story.Photo credit: Wikipedia, The Denial of Saint Peter, an
oil-on-canvas painting by Gerard Seghers, dating to around 1620-1625 and now held by the North Carolina Museum of Art.[1] Peter's denial of Jesus is found in all four Gospels, and unfolds in the hours of Jesus’ greatest need. Peter, one of Jesus' closest disciples, transitions from a declaration of unwavering loyalty to a sequence of denials that he
ever knew Jesus. While this decision highlights Peter’s weaknesses—fear being central to his actions— it also sets the stage for his later redemption and reaffirmation of faith.Discover the facts about this Holy Week event, why it is an important part of the Easter story, and what lessons we can learn from Peter's mistake.Peter Denies Jesus: Table of
ContentsPreceding EventsWhenWhyAftermathLessonsFollowing the Last Supper with His disciples, John 17 displays a quiet moment of spiritual intimacy between Jesus and His Heavenly Father. In the Garden of Gethsemane, He prays for His disciples, asking that they be one, kept by God, protected from evil, sanctified by the Word, and present with
Jesus where He is going. This prayer can be considered the finishing touch on an evening of increasingly shocking and comforting statements made by Jesus to His closest followers, preparing for the horrific events of what is now known as Good Friday.Though they had followed Him for a significant amount of time, and though the Gospels record
Jesus’ earlier mentions of His coming sacrifice, the disciples seem unsure about exactly which events will unfold or how they will unfold. As late as John 16, some say Jesus is now “speaking plainly and not using figurative speech”—to which Jesus questions if they now truly believe (John 16:29-30). Perhaps they wondered why Jesus seemed to be
preparing them for His departure. It was, after all, the Passover. Though the parallel between the sacrificial lamb (Exodus 12) and the Lamb of God would occur to them days later, the disciples likely thought they would celebrate the holy festival with their rabbi before continuing ministry with Him. But then Jesus makes a startling statement: He says
they will be scattered and leave him alone (John 16:32). When Did Peter Deny Jesus?The story of Peter’s denial appears in all four canonical gospels, though accounts of the details vary. During the Last Supper, Jesus surprisingly states that on that very evening, one of the twelve will betray Him (John 13:21)—and though most of the disciples seem
distressed about the thought of abandoning Jesus, it is Peter’s response that is given the most weight. Peter insists that he could never betray his Lord, but Jesus replies that before the rooster crows the following morning, Peter will deny Him three times (John 13:38). As they leave the upper room where they’ve just celebrated the Last Supper, Jesus
and the disciples go out to pray in the Garden of Gethsemane. Roman guards subsequently arrest Jesus in the garden for crimes against Caesar.John 18:17 tells us that when Jesus is arrested and taken to the high priest Caiaphas, Peter is shut out of the courtyard, away from the proceedings. The servant girl at the courtyard door asks if Peter is one
of Jesus’ disciples, and Peter denies this. As Jesus is being questioned, Peter is later asked in John 18:25-27 by two different individuals if he is a follower of Christ, one asking, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?” Peter denies both queries, leading to the third denial and the rooster’s crowing as prophesied by Jesus.Why Did Peter Deny Jesus?
According to author and former religion professor Eric D. Huntsman, “... we ought to be particularly careful about how we judge the actions and especially the motivations of historical figures about whose circumstances we know so little. Nevertheless, there is a long tradition of using Peter’s failing that night first as a criticism of the Apostle himself
and then as a model of how believers should not act.”It’s commonly held that Peter denied Jesus out of abject fear. Like the other disciples, he had heard Jesus’ explanation of His coming death and yet reacted as one using trauma coping mechanisms. No Jew was ignorant of Rome’s calculated violence toward detractors, and extreme shock could have
caused Peter (and any of his peers) to respond self-protectively. Much is also made of Judas’ betrayal of Jesus—though the other disciples fled the scene, it is Peter and Judas whose actions are highlighted. Here the gospel writers offer helpful contrast: Judas intentionally, willfully, and premeditatedly gave Jesus up to be arrested (Matthew 26:14-16).
As for the other ten disciples, it is unclear whether they were questioned or otherwise held to account by strangers the way Peter was. From how the Gospels describe it, they fled and hid together, which meant they had at least comfort in numbers. One could argue that while Peter denied Jesus, he also placed himself in a position physically close to
Jesus’ trial to be near Him in some way. Though it may be a matter of semantics, Peter didn’t deny Jesus; he denied knowing Jesus to three strangers. His later repentance would show that he never wanted to abandon Jesus.Perhaps Peter was angry that this was the plan. He didn’t want Jesus to suffer but to ride out in glory; similar hypotheses have
been made about Judas. Neither man seemed to be on the same page as Jesus and didn’t want to face the reality of Jesus not doing what they hoped He would do.Most importantly, the denial fulfilled Jesus’ prophecy. Had it not happened, Jesus’ claim to be God’s Son could have been questioned.What Happened After Peter Denied Jesus?“... At that
moment a rooster began to crow” (John 18:27). Thus begins the acceleration of Jesus’ suffering. He is led away from high priest Caiaphas to Roman governor Pilate for further questioning (John 18:28-38); sentenced to death (John 18:39-40); is tortured and taunted (John 19:1-9); and ultimately crucified (John 19:17-18) and buried (John 19:38-42).What
Can We Learn from Peter Denying Jesus?Jesus knows far more than we do about how we will think, speak, and act. Despite Peter’s protestations, Jesus reveals that Peter will deny Him. Before this exchange, Jesus washes Peter’s feet and the other disciples’ feet, demonstrating servant leadership. After the exchange, Peter is still included in the final
moments before Jesus’ arrest. In other words, Jesus anticipates Peter’s actions, yet He does not cast him out of the group. Rather, Peter receives the same instruction and encouragement as his peers. Jesus always stands ready to forgive and restore. After the resurrection, Jesus appears multiple times to the disciples and others. On one occasion,
Jesus asks Peter three times if he loves Him (some would say one for each time he denied knowing Jesus). When Peter affirms he loves Jesus, Jesus gives him the charge to care for the believers after Jesus ascends to His Father. Peter’s response (John 21:15) indicates that he knew Jesus understood his denial was impulsive—a reflection of his poor
understanding of Christ’s upcoming resurrection.Jesus knew that Peter would deny him, and He loved him anyway. Similarly, He understands that the pressures of this life wear on us and can cause us to waver in our resolve. The Bible says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us...” (1 John 1:9). Jesus allowed his “faithlessness” for
a time for the greater faith that would come after the resurrection. As 2 Timothy 2:13 says, “If we are faithless, he remains faithful—for he cannot deny himself.” Through Jesus, redemption is available. In the opening pages of the Book of Acts, following Jesus’ ascension, who rallies the other disciples? Who speaks for the group, to a gathering of soon-
to-be-converts, about repentance and faith? Peter (Acts 1:15-26, 2:14-42). The disciple became a rock of the early church, as Jesus foretold—embarking on missionary journeys, penning two epistles, and more. A moment (or two) of weakness could not negate what Jesus wanted to accomplish through the life of Peter.Photo Credit: ©iStock/Getty
Images Plus/Marjan ApostolovicAnna Oelerich is a Chicago-area church youth director, freelance writer, and graduate of Taylor University. She received her B.S. in Professional Writing in 2018, but has loved words—reading, storytelling, list-making, and even handwriting—for as long as she can remember. Previously, she served as the marketing and
communications coordinator for a community foundation, where she shared powerful stories of generosity, and encouraged others to give. When writing an article, or developing programming for her students, Anna enjoys highlighting the historical and cultural contexts of familiar Bible passages so others feel they are living the stories for themselves.
Peter is one of the most fascinating figures in the New Testament. As part of Jesus’ inner circle and a prominent early-church figure, he gets featured in many Gospel stories. There’s a lot of emphasis on Peter’s penchant for hasty, reckless behavior, but the fact that he plays such a notable role in the Gospels helps account for many of those
shortcomings. We’re not given as much insight into the other disciples’ personalities, so we’re not as privy to their slip-ups. Peter’s denial of Jesus is one particularly heartbreaking moment featured in all four of the Gospels. As readers, we see Jesus warn Peter that this moment is coming; we watch the denial happen and witness Peter’s immediate
heartbreak at realizing what he’d done. Thankfully, we also get a front-row seat to his restoration. Let’s dive in and look at Peter’s journey through this story. A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest. Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them
call themselves Benefactors. But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. You are those who have stood by
me in my trials. And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned
back, strengthen your brothers.” But he replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.” Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you know me” (Luke 22:24-34).* This passage takes place during Jesus’ last Passover meal with His disciples. He’s just instituted the Sacrament of
Communion and mentions a disciple (Judas) at the table who will betray Him. This naturally kickstarts an argument among the disciples about which of them is the best. Unfortunately, after all this time with Jesus, they’re still so quick to launch into these kinds of discussions. Jesus reiterates a point He made when frustration erupted among the
disciples because James and John had requested prominent positions in Jesus’ coming kingdom (Matthew 20:20-28). The greatest are those that serve. Jesus came as one who serves; if we genuinely want to be like Him, we’ll also serve. Jesus then turns His attention to Peter, and it’s hard to know just how this shift occurs. It might be that Peter made
a forceful case that he was the greatest of the apostles. But Jesus alerts Peter that a moment of trial is coming for them all. It’s touching that Jesus also lets Peter know He’s been praying for the disciple. It’s a good reminder for all of us of the words of Paul: Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was
raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us (Romans 8:34, emphasis added). After hearing Jesus’ warning, Peter informs the Lord that he’s courageous and ready to die if he must. Jesus responds by getting very specific, letting Peter know he’ll deny the Lord three times today. .arc-
cont{position:relative;display:block;margin:10px auto;width:100%}.arc-cont:after{padding-top:59%;display:block;content:””}.arc-cont>iframe { position:absolute;top:0;bottom:0;right:0;left:0;width:98%;height:98%;border:0} Jesus leads the disciples to Gethsemane at the Mount of Olives to pray. It is here that the authorities arrest Him. Now Judas,
who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his disciples. So Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it
you want?” “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?” “Jesus of Nazareth,” they said. Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let these men
go.” This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those you gave me.” Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given
me” (John 18:2-11)? A detachment of soldiers was led into the garden by Judas. Peter jumps at the chance to show Jesus he isn’t afraid and would never deny Him. He pulls a sword and takes a swing at the servant of the high priest (probably one of the least dangerous people in the whole entourage). Jesus chastises Peter and heals Malchus’ ear
(Luke 22:51). Jesus is arrested, and Matthew tells us that all the disciples deserted Him and fled (Matthew 26:56). It’s hard to imagine what Peter is feeling at this point. He demonstrated his valor but got scolded for it, and now Jesus had been arrested. The evening was about to take a darker turn. [ Insert video: The Arrest of Jesus and Peter’s
Denial - English (jesusfilm.org)] John’s account of the evening dramatically cuts back and forth between Jesus’ trial and Peter’s experience in the courtyard. Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard, but Peter had to wait outside at the
door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the servant girl on duty there and brought Peter in. “You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are you?” she asked Peter. He replied, “I am not.” It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to keep warm. Peter also was standing with
them, warming himself (John 18:15-18). There is some discussion regarding the identity of this second disciple known to the high priest. Could it be Judas? Could it be some well-known disciple who was not one of the twelve? Could it be John himself? It’s hard to say for sure, and John doesn’t consider it critical to the narrative. He wants us to pay
attention to Jesus and Peter. Peter is brought into the high priest’s courtyard. This is probably a relatively small area and, due to the night’s events, is occupied by soldiers, priests, and servants. One of the servants asks a fairly innocuous question about why Peter is there. She has no power over Peter, and her question doesn’t necessarily put Peter in
danger. Peter’s impulse to lie probably has more to do with the others milling about in this area and who might overhear his answer. After Peter’s first denial, John switches the narrative to Jesus before the high priest (John 18:19-24), brilliantly comparing Jesus’ response to His interrogation with Peter’s. As accusations are leveled against Jesus, He
refuses to deny the charges. Peter, on the other hand, denies everything. Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing there warming himself. So they asked him, “You aren’t one of his disciples too, are you?” He denied it, saying, “I am not.” One of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, challenged him, “Didn’t I see
you with him in the garden?” Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow. (John 18:25-27) Things start going south for Peter. Now others are inquiring about his relationship with Jesus. In fact, a relative of Malchus who was there at Gethsemane recognizes him. Considering his relationship with Malchus and the intense scene
in the garden, it’s pretty bold of Peter to deny that he was there. The other Gospel writers add some essential details to this story. Mark tells us that by the third denial, Peter was cursing and denied even knowing Jesus: He began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know this man you’re talking about” (Mark 14:71). Luke tells us that
at the exact moment that Peter denies the Lord for the third time, Jesus is being escorted through the courtyard: Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you're talking about!” Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster
crows today, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly (Luke 22:60-62). The heartbreak of realizing that he has fulfilled Jesus’ prophecy about denying Him is compounded mightily by Jesus’ presence. Peter’s humiliation and sense of failure were deep, and Luke tells us that he went away, crying. .arc-
cont{position:relative;display:block;margin:10px auto;width:100%}.arc-cont:after{padding-top:59%;display:block;content:””}.arc-cont>iframe{position:absolute;top:0;bottom:0;right:0;left:0;width:98%;height:98%;border:0} Jesus appears to the disciples more than once, and Peter is present, but Peter had to feel that his denial was hanging over the
joy of Jesus’ resurrection and the connection the two had previously shared. When the moment presents itself, Jesus finally addresses the topic. When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” Again Jesus
said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said,
“Feed my sheep. Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow
me” (John 21:15-19)! Jesus asks him, “Do you love me more than these?” Peter has often been vocal about his faithfulness, suggesting that even if others fall away, he never would (Matthew 26:33), that he would be willing to lay down his life for Jesus (John 13:37), and promising to go to prison or die for Jesus (Luke 22:33). In light of Peter’s denial,
Jesus pointedly asks him if he still considers himself the most faithful disciple. Peter is forced to consider the rashness of previous commitments. Three times the Lord asks if Peter loves Him, and each time Peter affirms that he does. Each time Jesus instructs the disciple to demonstrate that love by serving the church. Jesus then explains to Peter that
he is, in fact, going to suffer for following Him. And after all this, Jesus issued the same invitation that He gave Peter at the beginning, “Follow me.” Like Peter, it’s pretty easy for us to believe that we’re more faithful and courageous than we truly are. However, it isn’t until we encounter difficult and challenging moments that we discover the truth.
Sometimes those moments reveal sinful and broken areas we have yet to identify and deal with. When we fail, there’s a huge temptation to give up. Many people have made tragic decisions, and the shame of those decisions caused them to walk away from Christian community. But it’s important to remember that failure isn’t fatal. Jesus is in the
redemption business, and He doesn’t want us to let failure speak the last word in our lives. As He did with Peter, Jesus wants to heal us, restore us and invite us to recommit to following Him. And when we let Him, we might discover that our experience has made us stronger, wiser, and more compassionate than we would have been otherwise. If
you're interested in learning more about Jesus, check out Life of Jesus (Gospel of John). This dramatic telling of John’s Gospel will educate, encourage and inspire you. It’s also available in 23 other languages besides English, so remember to share it with friends, family and anyone with questions about Jesus. *All Scripture is taken from the New
International Version translation. Question Answer The story of Peter’s threefold denial of Christ is found in all four Gospel accounts: Matthew 26:69-74, Mark 14:66-72, Luke 22:55-62, and John 18:15-18, 25-27. But why would the chief of the disciples deny even knowing Him? There were two main reasons why Peter denied Jesus: weakness and
fear. Peter’s denial was based partially on weakness, the weakness born of human frailty. After the Last Supper, Jesus took His disciples to the Garden of Gethsemane to await His arrest. He told them to stay awake and pray while He went off to pray alone. When He returned to them, He found them sleeping. He warned Peter to stay awake and pray
because, although his spirit might be willing, his flesh was weak. But he fell asleep again, and, by the time the soldiers had come to arrest Jesus, it was too late to pray for the strength to endure the ordeal to come. No doubt his failure to appropriate the only means to shore up his own weakness—prayer—occurred to him as he was weeping bitterly
after his denials. But Peter learned his lesson about being watchful, and he exhorts us in 1 Peter 5:8, “Be on the alert, because your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” Peter’s weakness had caused him to be “devoured” momentarily as he denied his Lord because he hadn’t been prepared through
prayer and he underestimated his own weakness. A second reason for Peter’s failure was fear. To his credit, although all the others had fled (Mark 14:50), Peter still followed Jesus after His arrest, but he kept his distance so as not to be identified with Him (Mark 14:54). There’s no question that fear gripped him. From the courtyard, he watched Jesus
being falsely accused, beaten, and insulted (Mark 14:57-66). Peter was afraid Jesus would die, and he was fearful for his own life as well. The world hated Jesus, and Peter found that he was not prepared to face the ridicule and persecution that Jesus was suffering. Earlier, Jesus had warned His disciples as well as us today, “If the world hates you,
keep in mind that it hated me first” (John 15:18; cf. Matthew 24:9). Peter quickly found he wasn’t nearly as bold and courageous as he had proclaimed, and in fear he denied the One who had loved him. We might well wonder why Jesus allowed Peter to fail so miserably and deny his Lord three times that night. Jesus revealed to Peter that Satan had
asked for permission to sift Peter like wheat (Luke 22:31). Jesus could have easily protected Peter and not allowed Satan to sift him, but Jesus had a higher goal. He was equipping Peter to strengthen his brothers (Luke 22:32). Not only did Peter strengthen the other disciples, but he became the pillar of the early church in Jerusalem, exhorting and
training others to follow the Lord Jesus (Acts 2). And he continues to this day to strengthen us through his epistles, 1 and 2 Peter. As with all our failures, God used Peter’s many failures, including his three denials of Christ, to turn him from Simon, a common man with a common name, into Peter, the Rock. Return to: Questions about Matthew What
was the reason behind Peter’s denial of Jesus? Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must
give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No
additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The
license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. St. Peter “wept bitterly” (Mt. 26:75) when he realized his betrayal. After the Resurrection, when the Lord appeared to the Apostles in Galilee, the Lord affirmed His
forgiveness when He re-confirming Peter’s role of feeding and guiding the Lord’s flock, as well as the manner of Peter’s own death (John 21:15-19). Peter would die in Nero’s Circus on Vatican Hill about 66 A.D., crucified up-side-down in mockery of Christ’s crucifixion. One of the most striking episodes in Peter's life recorded in the Gospels is his
threefold denial of Jesus. Despite being one of Jesus' closest disciples, Peter acted out of fear and cowardice under the pressure of Jesus' arrest and trial. You will find this story in Matthew 26, Mark 14, Luke 22, and John 18.Peter was one of the most notable disciples of Jesus Christ. However, he was also a man of highs and lows. Before his true
conversion, Peter denied knowing his Master three times. Jesus had been arrested and was being interrogated by the Jewish authorities. All his friends had fled, and Peter denied Him, fearing the consequences.How Peter’s Denials HappenedIt was Jesus’ last night with His disciples. Peter and the others had already had their feet washed by the
Master and had shared the Last Supper. Jesus gave a beautiful speech of encouragement and farewell.After the supper, they sang a hymn and went to the Mount of Olives to spend time in prayer. Little did the disciples know that in moments, Jesus would be arrested and put on trial.Peter is WarnedOn the way to the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus
revealed that Peter would deny Him three times before the rooster crowed. Jesus also predicted that all the disciples would abandon Him, but Peter declared his loyalty, promising never to do so (Matthew 26:35, Luke 22:33). Jesus reiterated His warning, but Peter insisted that even if he had to die, he would never deny Him (Mark 14:31).Later, in
Gethsemane, Jesus was arrested after Judas' betrayal, and all the disciples fled. Peter followed Jesus from a distance to the house of the high priest, where Jesus was tried by the religious leaders.Peter’s First DenialWhile Jesus was being questioned, Peter entered the courtyard of the high priest and sat outside with the guards, warming himself by the
fire. One of the high priest’s servant girls saw him there and said that he was one of those who had been with Jesus. Peter denied it and left (Matthew 26:69-70, Mark 14:66-68, Luke 22:54-57, and John 18:16-18).Peter’s Second DenialPeter then moved toward the gateway, where he was asked again if he was one of Jesus' disciples. Peter denied it
again (John 18:25). There was a stir among those present. The Gospel of Mark says that the woman who had seen him continued to tell those nearby that he was one of those who had been with Jesus (Mark 14:69-70). Matthew says that another servant also recognized him (Matthew 26:71-72). In Luke’s Gospel, it is said that a man recognized him, but
Peter denied it again (Luke 22:58).Peter’s Third DenialA little while later, some of those standing nearby confronted Peter, saying, "Surely you are one of them, for you are a Galilean" (Mark 14:70-72). But Peter began to curse and swear that he did not know the Man they were talking about. At that very moment, the rooster crowed, and Peter
remembered what Jesus had told him, and he began to weep.They likely recognized Peter by his Galilean accent, as Matthew explains (Matthew 26:73-74). John provides an interesting detail about who recognized him the third time. According to him, it was another servant of the high priest, a relative of Malchus, whose ear Peter had cut off in the
Garden of Gethsemane (John 18:26-27).The Gospel of Luke adds that, at the moment Peter made the last denial, the rooster crowed. At that same moment, Jesus turned and looked at Peter, reminding him of what He had already warned. Peter went out and wept bitterly (Luke 22:60-62).This episode of Peter's denial invites us to reflect on our own
weaknesses and to trust in the mercy and love of Jesus, who lifts us up and restores us even when we fail. Pride, overconfidence, and immaturity can lead us to reject the Lord. Here are some of Peter’s attitudes that may have led him to deny Jesus.But Why? 7 Factors That Contributed to Peter's Denial of Jesus Rashness - He was hasty and imprudent,
as when he said he would never abandon the Lord. Negligence - Peter ignored Jesus' warning about his imminent denial. Lack of Vigilance - Instead of watching and praying, Peter and the others slept. Following from Afar - Peter distanced himself from Jesus - physically and spiritually. Fear of Judgment - He feared the consequences of being identified
as a follower of Jesus. Bad Company - Peter associated with those who arrested and condemned Jesus (John 18:18). Arrogance, Presumption - He showed excessive confidence in himself. Peter considered himself better than the other disciples (Matthew 26:33). This moment reveals human frailty and the ability to fail, even among the most fervent
followers of Christ. However, this story also highlights the greatness of Jesus' grace and forgiveness, as He restored Peter after the resurrection, confirming him as one of the pillars of the early church.Bible Passages About Peter’s Denial of JesusThe Bible references that narrate how Peter denied Jesus are found in Matthew 26, Mark 14, Luke 22, and
John 18.Gospel of Luke 22 31 "Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers." 33 But Peter replied, "Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death." 34 Jesus answered, "I tell you, Peter, before the rooster
crows today, you will deny three times that you know me." Peter’s First Denial 54 Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high priest. Peter followed at a distance. 55 And when some there had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. 56 A servant girl saw him
seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at him and said, "This man was with him." 57 But he denied it. "Woman, I don't know him," he said. Peter’s Second Denial 58 A little later someone else saw him and said, "You also are one of them." "Man, I am not!" Peter replied. Peter’s Third Denial 59 About an hour later another asserted, "Certainly
this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean." 60 Peter replied, "Man, I don't know what you're talking about!" Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: "Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times." 62 And he went
outside and wept bitterly. - Luke 22:31-34, 54-62 Gospel of Matthew 26 31 Then Jesus told them, "This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is written: 'I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.' 32 But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee." 33 Peter replied, "Even if all fall away on account
of you, I never will." 34 "Truly I tell you," Jesus answered, "this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times." 35 But Peter declared, "Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you." And all the other disciples said the same. Peter’s First Denial 69 Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to
him. "You also were with Jesus of Galilee," she said. 70 But he denied it before them all. "I don't know what you're talking about," he said. Peter’s Second Denial 71 Then he went out to the gateway, where another servant girl saw him and said to the people there, "This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth." 72 He denied it again, with an oath: "I don't
know the man!" Peter’s Third Denial 73 After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, "Surely you are one of them; your accent gives you away." 74 Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them, "I don't know the man!" Immediately a rooster crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: "Before the
rooster crows, you will disown me three times." And he went outside and wept bitterly. - Matthew 26:31-35, 69-75 Gospel of Mark 14 27 "You will all fall away," Jesus told them, "for it is written: 'I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.' 28 But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee." 29 Peter declared, "Even if all fall
away, I will not." 30 "Truly I tell you," Jesus answered, "today - yes, tonight - before the rooster crows twice you yourself will disown me three times." 31 But Peter insisted emphatically, "Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you." And all the others said the same. Peter’s First Denial 66 While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the
servant girls of the high priest came by. 67 When she saw Peter warming himself, she looked closely at him. "You also were with that Nazarene, Jesus," she said. 68 But he denied it. "I don't know or understand what you're talking about," he said, and went out into the entryway. When the rooster crowed. Peter’s Second Denial 69 When the servant
girl saw him there, she said again to those standing around, "This fellow is one of them." 70 Again he denied it. After a little while, those standing near said to Peter, "Surely you are one of them, for you are a Galilean." Peter’s Third Denial 71 He began to call down curses, and he swore to them, "I don't know this man you're talking about." 72
Immediately the rooster crowed the second time. Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken to him: "Before the rooster crows twice you will disown me three times." And he broke down and wept. - Mark 14:27-31, 66-72 Gospel of John 18 15 Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was known to the high
priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest's courtyard, 16 but Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the servant girl on duty there and brought Peter in. Peter’s First Denial 17 "You aren't one of this man's disciples too, are you?" she asked Peter. He replied, "I am not."
Peter’s Second Denial 18 It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself. 25 Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing there warming himself. So they asked him, "You aren't one of his disciples too, are you?" He denied it, saying, "I am not." Peter’s Third
Denial 26 One of the high priest's servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, challenged him, "Didn't I see you with him in the garden?" 27 Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow. - John 18:15-18, 25-27 You could also read: JOHN 18:25-27 25 Now Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. Therefore they said
to him, “You are not also one of His disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not!” 26 One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of him whose ear Peter cut off, said, “Did I not see you in the garden with Him?” 27 Peter then denied again; and immediately a rooster crowed. These are the second and third of the three times that Peter
denies Jesus. (For the details of the first time Peter denies Jesus, see Servant Girl). Luke 22 adds more color to the second and third times Peter denies Jesus: Luke 22:58-62 58 And after a little while another saw him and said, “You also are of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not!” 59 Then after about an hour had passed, another confidently
affirmed, saying, “Surely this fellow also was with Him, for he is a Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are saying!” Immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how He had said to him, “Before the rooster crows, you will
deny Me three times.” 62 So Peter went out and wept bitterly. How did Jesus look at Peter? Jesus knew how broken up Peter was about to become over denying Him three times as He had prophesied (see John 13:38 in One of you will betray Me) and He also knew Peter's real motivation for denying Him (see below), so Jesus' look is likely to have been
one of pity than anger. Was Peter a coward? Peter denying his master not once but three times certainly appears cowardly, but it raises the question below. What was Peter doing in the high priest's house in the first place? If anyone should have feared being arrested, it was Peter. He's the one guilty of attempted murder, and since Malchus, whose
ear he had chopped off, was the servant of the high priest, the last place Peter should have gone to was the high priest's house. Was Peter hoping to not be recognized? If so, that hope was dashed when the servant girl asked Peter, "You are not also one of this Man’s disciples, are you?" (John 18:17). It isn't surprising that Peter lied to her - "I am not!"
(John 18:17) - but what he then should have done is to make up some excuse and leave the high priest's house right away, first at a walk, then at full sprint. Instead, he continued to lie and stayed for another "hour" (Luke 22:59) amidst "officers" (John 18:18) who could have arrested him. The third time he was recognized, Peter even "began to curse
and swear, saying, "I do not know the Man!" (Matthew 26:74), but still stayed and only left when he realized that Jesus' prophecy about his denials had come true. So why did Peter stay and deny Jesus three times? In his own way, Peter was trying to be protective of - to 'look out' for - Jesus. And if staying near his master required him to lie, lie he
would. True to his usual form, Peter's actions weren't thought through and he deserved to weep "bitterly" (Luke 22:62) for denying Jesus as he did. But the one thing Peter isn't guilty of is cowardice. A coward wouldn't have attacked (see Malchus) a mob that included hundreds of Roman soldiers (see Judas Iscariot) or gone anywhere near the house of
the high priest and Malchus. Did Jesus need Peter's protection? God can take care of Himself just fine. Does Jesus need our protection today? What should Christians do when people attack and blaspheme Jesus? Something to the effect of, "Excuse me, I heard you talking about Jesus. I'm a Christian and Jesus is my Lord. Would you like to know the
truth about Him?” will be more constructive than engaging in violence or lying to 'look out' for Jesus. Page 2 What is happening to Jesus while Peter is denying Him? Having been handed off by Annas to Caiaphas and his cronies (see Servant Girl), He is dealing with their false witnesses and false accusations: Matthew 26:59-68 59 Now the chief
priests, the elders, and all the council sought false testimony against Jesus to put Him to death, 60 but found none. Even though many false witnesses came forward, they found none. But at last two false witnesses came forward 61 and said, “This fellow has been saying, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.” ” 62 And the
high priest arose and said to Him, “Do You answer nothing? What is it these men testify against You?” 63 But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest answered and said to Him, “I put You under oath by the living God: Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God!” 64 Jesus said to him, “It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter you will see
the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 65 Then the high priest tore his clothes, saying, “He has spoken blasphemy! What further need do we have of witnesses? Look, now you have heard His blasphemy! 66 What do you think?” They answered and said, “He is deserving of death.” 67 Then they spat
in His face and beat Him; and others struck Him with the palms of their hands, 68 saying, “Prophesy to us, Christ! Who is the one who struck You?” Had Jesus really said, "I am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days" (Matthew 26:61)? No, He had said, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." (John 2:19) So what
three falsehoods are in their accusation? Jesus had said, "Destroy"” (John 2:19), meaning 'when you destroy,' not “I am able to destroy" (Matthew 26:61), although it would be a true statement if He had made it. He also had said, "this temple" (John 2:19), meaning His own body, not the “temple of God” (Matthew 26:61) in Jerusalem. And He had said
that He will "raise it up" (John 2:19), meaning His resurrection, not "build it" (Matthew 26:61). Since they had already decided to kill Jesus and now have Him in their custody, why are they bothering with testimonies and witnesses? "The chief priests, the elders, and all the council" (Matthew 26:59) - i.e., the Sanhedrin - is holding a court trial to
officially convict and sentence Jesus. Page 3 Is anything else wrong with the Sanhedrin's trial of Jesus? There are at least eight illegalities with Jesus' trial: (1) During a trial, members of the Sanhedrin were allowed to speak in defense of the accused but not against him, yet the high priest spoke against Jesus: "He has spoken blasphemy!" (Matthew
26:65, see False Witness); (2) for the verdict to be valid, the trial had to be held at the Hall of the Hewn Stone inside the temple precinct, but Jesus' trial was held at the high priest's house (see Annas and Caiaphas); (3) the trial could not be held at night, yet Jesus' trial was held at night; (4) the trial could not be held during a great feast, yet Jesus'
trial was held during the Passover feast; (5) all witnesses had to be examined separately, yet when witness testimonies against Jesus didn’t match, they brought forward together "two" false witnesses; (6) each member of the Sanhedrin had to give their verdict separately, yet they sentenced Jesus to death together; (7) the youngest member of the
Sanhedrin had to render his verdict first so as not to be influenced by the older, more powerful members, yet at Jesus' trial the high priest rendered his verdict first; (8) if the sentence was death, a night had to elapse after the day of the verdict before the death sentence was carried out, yet Jesus was nailed to the cross within a few hours. Why were
they asking Jesus, "Who is the one who struck You?" as they struck Him? They had blindfolded Him: "Now the men who held Jesus began mocking Him and beating Him. And having blindfolded Him, they struck Him on the face and asked Him, saying, “Prophesy! Who is the one who struck You?" (Luke 22:63-64) Did they make an attempt to clean up
at least some of the 8 illegalities? LUKE 22:66-71 66 As soon as it was day, the elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes, came together and led Him into their council, saying, 67 “If You are the Christ, tell us.” But He said to them, “If I tell you, you will by no means believe. 68 And if I also ask you, you will by no means answer Me or let Me
go. 69 Hereafter the Son of Man will sit on the right hand of the power of God.” 70 Then they all said, “Are You then the Son of God?” So He said to them, “You rightly say that I am.” 71 And they said, “What further testimony do we need? For we have heard it ourselves from His own mouth.” Which of the above illegalities did they clean up? #2 and
#3. They led Jesus "into their council," meaning their usual place in the temple precinct "as soon as it was day" to rubberstamp their decision. Did Jesus help or hinder them in their efforts? He helped them. In fact, when they had trouble getting the false testimonies to match at the high priest's house, it was Jesus who made it easy for them by
declaring, "I say to you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.” Then the high priest tore his clothes, saying, “He has spoken blasphemy!" (Matthew 26:64-65) Why would those words make it easy for them and bring about accusation of "blasphemy"? Jesus was declaring His
deity by referring to the Old Testament prophecies they understood. "Son of Man... coming in the clouds of heaven" was a reference to Daniel 7:13-14 (see Son of Man), and "Sitting at the right hand of the Power" was a reference to Psalm 110:1: The LORD said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies Your footstool." How about at
daybreak in the temple precinct? He repeated Himself, "Hereafter the Son of Man will sit on the right hand of the power of God," and answered, "I am" when they asked Him, "Are You then the Son of God?" (Luke 22:70) Why was the reason for Jesus' death sentence important? He not only had to die, but die for the right reason. Imagine if He were
crucified after having been accused of robbery. It wouldn’t have carried the significance of being crucified for having declared that He is God and after repeatedly having said that He had come to die to save us from our sins. So whose testimony enabled their verdict? Jesus’ own. Who is in control of these developments? After directing His own arrest
(see Malchus), Jesus chose the reason for His own crucifixion. Jesus is in control of the developments thus far, and to come. Page 4 JOHN 18:28 28 Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning. But they themselves did not go into the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, but that they might eat the Passover. What
and where is "Praetorium"? Derived from Praetor, a Latin word that means, "Leader," Praetorium is wherever the Roman emperor or governor, who represents the emperor, is staying or headquartered, whether it be his official residence or battlefield tent. The official residence of the Roman governor of Judea was at the port city of Caesarea, so that
residence typically served as his Praetorium. When he was in Jerusalem to keep an eye on the rebellious Jews during their feasts, he stayed with the Roman garrison at Antonia Fortress, located adjacent to the northwest corner of the temple area and referred to as "Praetorium" above. Why didn’t they want to go inside the Praetorium? "Lest they
should be defiled, but that they might eat the Passover” (John 18:17). Jews who entered a gentile's house, where there was leavened bread, during the Passover were considered "defiled" (John 18:28) and excluded from the celebration meals. JOHN 18:29-30 29 Pilate then went out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this Man?”
30 They answered and said to him, “If He were not an evildoer, we would not have delivered Him up to you.” Who is "Pilate" (John 18:29)? See Pontius Pilate. Why did he have to go "out to them" (John 18:29)? They wouldn't come inside, so he had to go out to Antonia Fortress' gate, where there were. What is the Jews' initial response to Pilate's
opening question? "If He were not an evildoer, we would not have delivered Him up to you" (John 18:30). Why do they respond in such vague terms? Either they thought calling Jesus an "evildoer" would be good enough for Pilate to sentence Him to death, or something else is in play. Who had gone to arrest Jesus a few hours earlier? Six hundred
Roman soldiers (see Judas Iscariot), among others. Who must have approved the deployment of ten percent of his legion? Pilate. To win that approval, what must the Jews already have done? Accused Jesus before Pilate. Then why did Pilate ask them, "What accusation do you bring against this Man" (John 18:29)? He is holding court and wants them to
formally file charges against the accused. What does the response of the Jews - "If he were not an evildoer, we would not have delivered Him up to you" (John 18:30) - amount to? '‘We got the guy, so let's get this over with.' Page 5 JOHN 18:31-32 31 Then Pilate said to them, “You take Him and judge Him according to your law.” Therefore the Jews
said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death,” 32 that the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled which He spoke, signifying by what death He would die. What is Pilate telling the Jews? If they aren't going to play by his rules, he isn't going to help them with Jesus. Why do the Jews respond, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death” (John
18:31)? Under Roman law, only a Roman court could sentence someone to death. That's why they had brought Jesus before Pilate in the first place. How does their reply to Pilate fulfill what Jesus had said about "what death He would die" (John 18:32)? Jesus had prophesied that He will die by being "lifted up" (John 3:14, see Bronze Snake), which will
happen when the Roman soldiers upright the cross after nailing Him to it. The Jews' response to Pilate precluded Jesus dying by the Jewish method of execution, which was to throw stones and rocks at the victim (see Stephen stoned), who was struck down, not "lifted up." Matthew 20:18-19 records Jesus telling His disciples in even more specific
terms, referring to Himself as the Son of Man: “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and to the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death, and deliver Him to the gentiles to mock and to scourge and to crucify." What do the Jews tell Pilate next about Jesus? "And they began to accuse Him,
saying, “We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, saying that He Himself is Christ, a King” (Luke 23:2). Are they right? Jesus called Himself God (see Before Abraham was, I AM), not “King.” He didn't pervert the nation, and He permitted paying taxes to Caesar: Then the Pharisees went and plotted how they
might entangle Him in His talk. And they sent to Him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that You are true and teach the way of God in truth; nor do You care about anyone, for You do not regard the person of men. Tell us, therefore, what do You think? Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus perceived their
wickedness, and said, “Why do you test Me, you hypocrites? Show Me the tax money.” So they brought Him a denarius. And He said to them, “Whose image and inscription is this?” They said to Him, “Caesar’s.” And He said to them, “Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s” (Matthew 22:15-21).
Then why did the Jews lie about Jesus to Pilate? Claiming to be king and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar would be seditious against Rome, and therefore punishable by death on a Roman cross. Page 6 JOHN 18:33 33 Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?” Where does Pilate question
Jesus? Inside the Praetorium, away from the Jews, who are just outside its gate (see Praetorium for why they do not wish to enter). How serious was Pilate when he asked Jesus, "Are You the King of the Jews" (John 18:33)? If Pilate really thought Jesus is the king of the Jews, he wouldn't have lent one-tenth of his legion to the Jews (see Judas Iscariot)
just a few hours earlier to arrest Jesus. Pilate probably posed the question to Jesus with at least some incredulity, if not sarcasm at a man who was dressed nothing like a king. Then why did Pilate pose the question at all to Jesus? Pilate was holding a trial and giving the defendant an opportunity to defend Himself against the charges His accusers have
brought against Him. JOHN 18:34 34 Jesus answered him, “Are you speaking for yourself about this, or did others tell you this concerning Me?” How does Jesus reply to Pilates question? Instead of defending Himself, Jesus responds with a question that implies He is indeed a king and turns the tables on Pilate by questioning if he recognizes this
himself or is simply relaying what he has heard from others. JOHN 18:35 35 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered You to me. What have You done?” What does Pilate mean by, "Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered You to me" (John 18:35)? 'l am a Roman and the governor, not
some Jew, and I am only relaying the charges against you.' What does Pilate mean by "What have You done" (John 18:35)? 'You're obviously not a king, so what are you really guilty of?' What does Pilate already appear to have ruled out? That Jesus is some rebel leader who declared Himself king to lead an armed rebellion against the Roman rule. What
must the Roman officers who led the six hundred Roman soldiers to arrest Jesus have reported to Pilate after returning to their barracks? That there had been no battle, no loss of life, and that Jesus had come forward and voluntarily and repeatedly identified Himself (see Jesus of Nazareth), and let Himself be arrested without a struggle (see
Malchus).



